the age of sustainable development

the age of sustainable development marks a transformative era in global history, focusing on
balancing economic growth, social inclusion, and environmental protection. This period emphasizes
the critical need to adopt practices that meet present needs without compromising the ability of
future generations to fulfill their own. As climate change, resource depletion, and social inequalities
intensify, the age of sustainable development calls for integrated approaches that foster resilience
and long-term prosperity. In this article, we explore the origins, principles, challenges, and
strategies associated with sustainable development. Additionally, the role of policy, technology, and
global cooperation is examined to understand how societies can transition effectively into this new
age. The discussion also highlights key sectors impacted by sustainable development and the
importance of measuring progress through innovative indicators. Below is an outline of the main
topics covered.

e The Origins and Principles of Sustainable Development

e Environmental Challenges in the Age of Sustainable Development
e Economic Strategies for Sustainable Growth

e Social Dimensions and Equity Considerations

e Technological Innovations Driving Sustainability

¢ Global Governance and Policy Frameworks

¢ Measuring Progress: Indicators and Reporting

The Origins and Principles of Sustainable Development

The age of sustainable development is rooted in historical efforts to address the interconnected
challenges of economic growth, social welfare, and environmental stewardship. The concept gained
widespread recognition following the 1987 Brundtland Report, which defined sustainable
development as development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs. This foundational definition set the stage for a global
agenda emphasizing long-term ecological balance, social equity, and economic viability.

The core principles guiding sustainable development include intergenerational equity, integration of
environmental and economic policies, and participatory governance. Sustainable development
advocates for systems thinking, recognizing that natural, social, and economic systems are
interdependent and must be managed holistically.



Key Principles of Sustainable Development

e Intergenerational Equity: Ensuring that future generations inherit a healthy planet with
access to resources.

e Integration: Combining environmental, economic, and social objectives in policymaking.

e Precautionary Approach: Acting proactively to prevent environmental degradation even in
the face of uncertainty.

e Participation: Involving all stakeholders, including marginalized communities, in
development decisions.

¢ Conservation of Biodiversity and Ecosystems: Protecting natural habitats to maintain
ecosystem services essential for life.

Environmental Challenges in the Age of Sustainable
Development

Environmental degradation remains one of the most pressing challenges of the age of sustainable
development. Issues such as climate change, deforestation, pollution, biodiversity loss, and water
scarcity threaten the resilience of ecosystems and human well-being. These challenges require
urgent and coordinated action at local, national, and global levels.

Climate change, driven by greenhouse gas emissions from industrial activity and deforestation, has
led to rising global temperatures, extreme weather events, and sea-level rise. These impacts
disproportionately affect vulnerable populations, exacerbating social inequalities and economic
instability.

Major Environmental Concerns

¢ Climate Change: Increasing frequency of droughts, floods, and storms affecting agriculture
and infrastructure.

e Deforestation: Loss of forests reducing carbon sequestration and threatening biodiversity.
e Pollution: Air, water, and soil contamination harming human health and ecosystems.
e Biodiversity Loss: Extinction of species affecting ecosystem functionality and resilience.

e Water Scarcity: Over-extraction and contamination of freshwater resources limiting
availability.



Economic Strategies for Sustainable Growth

Economic development in the age of sustainable development involves transitioning to models that
decouple growth from environmental harm. This requires adopting green technologies, promoting
resource efficiency, and encouraging circular economy practices. Sustainable economic strategies
aim to create jobs, reduce poverty, and foster innovation while minimizing the ecological footprint.

Investment in renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, and eco-friendly infrastructure supports
economic resilience and reduces dependency on finite resources. The integration of environmental
costs into market mechanisms, such as carbon pricing, incentivizes cleaner production and
consumption patterns.

Approaches to Sustainable Economic Development

¢ Green Economy: Economic activities that result in improved human well-being and social
equity while reducing environmental risks.

¢ Circular Economy: Designing products and systems that promote reuse, recycling, and waste
reduction.

¢ Inclusive Growth: Ensuring economic benefits are widely shared across populations.

e Investment in Clean Technology: Supporting innovation in renewable energy, energy
efficiency, and sustainable transport.

e Environmental Fiscal Reform: Using taxes and subsidies to encourage sustainable
practices.

Social Dimensions and Equity Considerations

The age of sustainable development emphasizes social inclusion and equity as fundamental
components of sustainability. Addressing poverty, inequality, education, health, and human rights is
essential for achieving durable development outcomes. Social sustainability ensures that all
individuals have access to opportunities and resources necessary for a decent quality of life.

Empowering marginalized groups, promoting gender equality, and fostering community
participation strengthen social cohesion and resilience. Sustainable development recognizes that
social justice and environmental health are intrinsically linked, as vulnerable populations often bear
the brunt of ecological degradation.

Key Social Sustainability Issues

¢ Poverty Alleviation: Reducing extreme poverty through access to education, healthcare, and
economic opportunities.



¢ Gender Equality: Ensuring equal rights and participation for women in all development
sectors.

¢ Access to Education: Promoting lifelong learning and skill development to support
sustainable livelihoods.

e Health and Well-being: Addressing social determinants of health linked to environmental
conditions.

« Community Engagement: Facilitating participatory decision-making to reflect diverse needs
and priorities.

Technological Innovations Driving Sustainability

Technological advancement plays a pivotal role in the age of sustainable development by providing
solutions to complex environmental and social challenges. Innovations in clean energy, smart
infrastructure, waste management, and data analytics enable more efficient resource use and
improved monitoring of sustainability goals.

Emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things, and biotechnology
support adaptive management and enhance the capacity to respond to dynamic environmental
conditions. However, technology must be deployed responsibly, ensuring equitable access and
minimizing unintended consequences.

Examples of Sustainable Technologies

¢ Renewable Energy Systems: Solar, wind, hydro, and geothermal power reducing reliance on
fossil fuels.

e Smart Grids: Enhancing energy distribution efficiency and integrating variable renewable
energy sources.

e Waste-to-Energy Technologies: Converting waste materials into usable energy, reducing
landfill use.

e Precision Agriculture: Using sensors and data analytics to optimize farming inputs and
minimize environmental impact.

e Water Purification and Recycling: Technologies that improve water quality and promote
reuse.



Global Governance and Policy Frameworks

Effective governance frameworks are essential to guide the age of sustainable development by
establishing international norms, standards, and cooperation mechanisms. Global agreements such
as the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide a comprehensive agenda for
countries to align their policies and monitor progress.

Multilateral institutions, national governments, and civil society organizations collaborate to
coordinate actions that address transboundary environmental issues and promote sustainable
economic and social policies. Policy coherence, transparency, and accountability enhance the
effectiveness of governance systems.

Key International Frameworks and Initiatives

¢ United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): A universal call to action
encompassing 17 goals to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all.

e Paris Agreement: A global pact to limit global warming through nationally determined
contributions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

¢ Convention on Biological Diversity: An international treaty to conserve biodiversity and
promote sustainable use of natural resources.

¢ Agenda 2030: A roadmap for sustainable development integrating economic, social, and
environmental objectives.

e National Sustainability Policies: Frameworks that integrate sustainable development
principles into domestic legislation and planning.

Measuring Progress: Indicators and Reporting

Tracking progress in the age of sustainable development requires robust indicators and transparent
reporting mechanisms. Traditional economic metrics such as GDP are insufficient to capture the
multidimensional nature of sustainability. Therefore, composite indexes and sustainability indicators
have been developed to assess environmental health, social well-being, and economic performance.

Data collection and analysis enable policymakers and stakeholders to identify gaps, allocate
resources effectively, and adjust strategies to enhance sustainability outcomes. International
cooperation facilitates the harmonization of measurement standards and sharing of best practices.

Common Sustainability Indicators

1. Environmental Indicators: Carbon emissions, air and water quality, biodiversity status, and
energy consumption.



2. Social Indicators: Poverty rates, education levels, health outcomes, and gender equality
metrics.

3. Economic Indicators: Employment rates in green sectors, resource productivity, and
investment in sustainable technologies.

4. Composite Indexes: Human Development Index (HDI), Environmental Performance Index
(EPI), and Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Index.

5. Reporting Frameworks: Voluntary national reviews (VNRs), corporate sustainability reports,
and environmental impact assessments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of ‘'The Age of Sustainable
Development'?

The main focus of 'The Age of Sustainable Development' is to explore the principles and practices of
sustainable development, addressing the interconnected challenges of economic growth, social
inclusion, and environmental protection.

Who is the author of ‘'The Age of Sustainable Development'?

The author of 'The Age of Sustainable Development' is Jeffrey D. Sachs, a renowned economist and
sustainable development expert.

Why is sustainable development important in the modern
world?

Sustainable development is important because it aims to meet the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, ensuring long-term
environmental health, economic prosperity, and social equity.

What are the three pillars of sustainable development
discussed in 'The Age of Sustainable Development'?

The three pillars are economic development, social inclusion, and environmental sustainability,
which together support a balanced approach to development.

How does 'The Age of Sustainable Development' address
climate change?

The book discusses climate change as a critical challenge that requires global cooperation,
innovation in clean energy, and policies to reduce carbon emissions to ensure a sustainable future.



Can sustainable development help reduce poverty?

Yes, sustainable development promotes inclusive economic growth and social policies that aim to
eradicate poverty while protecting natural resources for future generations.

What role do education and technology play in sustainable
development according to the book?

Education and technology are vital for empowering individuals, fostering innovation, and enabling
the transition to sustainable practices and green technologies.

How is global cooperation emphasized in ‘'The Age of
Sustainable Development'?

The book emphasizes that global challenges like climate change, poverty, and inequality require
coordinated international efforts and partnerships among governments, businesses, and civil society.

What solutions does 'The Age of Sustainable Development'
propose for achieving sustainability?

The book proposes integrated policies that combine economic development, social inclusion, and
environmental stewardship, alongside investments in clean energy, education, and sustainable
infrastructure.

How does 'The Age of Sustainable Development' relate to the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?

The book provides a comprehensive framework that aligns with and supports the UN SDGs, offering
insights into how these goals can be achieved through sustainable development practices worldwide.

Additional Resources

1. The Age of Sustainable Development by Jeffrey D. Sachs

This foundational book explores the interconnected challenges of economic development, social
inclusion, and environmental sustainability. Sachs provides a comprehensive overview of the
principles and practices necessary to achieve sustainable development globally. The book combines
theory with practical insights, addressing issues such as poverty, climate change, and global health.

2. Sustainability by Design: Subversive Strategy for Transforming Our Consumer Culture by John R.
Ehrenfeld

Ehrenfeld challenges conventional approaches to sustainability, urging readers to rethink the
cultural and ethical dimensions of consumption. He argues that true sustainability requires a
profound shift in values rather than just technological or policy solutions. The book offers a
philosophical perspective on how design and innovation can foster a sustainable future.

3. Prosperity without Growth: Foundations for the Economy of Tomorrow by Tim Jackson
Jackson critically examines the assumption that economic growth is essential for prosperity,



proposing an alternative model that decouples well-being from material consumption. The book
discusses the environmental and social limits of growth and suggests pathways for creating a
sustainable economy. It is an influential work in the field of ecological economics.

4. Our Common Future by the World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland
Report)

This landmark report introduced the concept of sustainable development to a global audience,
defining it as development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs. It highlights the interdependence of economic
development, social equity, and environmental protection. The report laid the groundwork for
subsequent international environmental policies.

5. Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming edited by
Paul Hawken

Drawdown compiles research from scientists and policymakers to present practical solutions for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and reversing climate change. The book ranks 100 solutions
based on their potential impact and feasibility, ranging from renewable energy to regenerative
agriculture. It serves as a hopeful and actionable guide for individuals and governments alike.

6. Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make Things by William McDonough and Michael
Braungart

This innovative book proposes a new framework for production and consumption that mimics natural
processes, emphasizing waste elimination and resource circularity. The authors advocate for
designing products with their entire lifecycle in mind, promoting sustainability through creativity
and innovation. It has been influential in the fields of sustainable design and manufacturing.

7. Natural Capitalism: Creating the Next Industrial Revolution by Paul Hawken, Amory Lovins, and
L. Hunter Lovins

Natural Capitalism argues for a fundamental transformation of business practices to account for the
value of natural resources and ecosystem services. The authors outline strategies for increasing
resource productivity, investing in natural capital, and redesigning production systems. The book
provides a compelling case for aligning economic success with environmental stewardship.

8. The Blue Economy: 10 Years, 100 Innovations, 100 Million Jobs by Gunter Pauli

Pauli presents a vision of sustainable economic development based on innovative, locally adapted
solutions that utilize available resources efficiently. The Blue Economy emphasizes entrepreneurship
and innovation to create jobs and address environmental challenges simultaneously. It offers
numerous case studies demonstrating how sustainable business models can thrive.

9. Global Environmental Politics by Pamela S. Chasek, David L. Downie, and Janet Welsh Brown
This textbook provides an in-depth analysis of the political dynamics shaping global environmental
governance and sustainable development efforts. It covers key international agreements,
institutions, and actors involved in addressing environmental issues. The book is essential for
understanding the complexities of policy-making in the age of sustainable development.
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the age of sustainable development: The Age of Sustainable Development Jeffrey D. Sachs,
2015-03-10 Jeffrey D. Sachs has shown himself to be one of the worldOs most perceptive and
original analysts of global development in his groundbreaking books, including The End of Poverty
and Common Wealth: Economics for a Crowded Planet. Now, in this major new work he presents a
compelling and practical framework for how global citizens can address the seemingly intractable
worldwide problems of persistent extreme poverty, environmental degradation, and
political-economic injustice. Sachs outlines the holistic way forward: sustainable development. This
provocative work offers readers, students, activists, environmentalists, and policy makers the tools,
metrics, and practical pathways they need to achieve Sustainable Development Goals. Far more than
a rhetorical exercise, this book is designed to inform, inspire, and spur action. Based on SachsOs
twelve years as director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University, his thirteen years advising the
United Nations secretary-general on the Millennium Development Goals, and his recent presentation
of these ideas in a popular online course, The Age of Sustainable Development is a landmark
publication and a clarion call for all who care about our planet and global justice.

the age of sustainable development: The Age of Sustainable Development Jeffrey Sachs,
Ban Ki-Moon, 2015

the age of sustainable development: Literacy for Sustainable Development in the Age of
Information Naz Rassool, 1999-01-01 This text discusses the complexities that surround literacy in
the modern world. It examines prevailing definitions and views of literacy and evaluates these
against the technological skills and knowledge demands of the information society. Within a world
increasingly concerned about sustainable development, the book highlights the importance of
multiliteracies and adequate levels of communicative competence in facilitating effective
participation in the democractic process.

the age of sustainable development: Fostering Sustainable Development in the Age of
Technologies Rohit Sharma, Anjali Shishodia, Ashish Gupta, 2023-12-13 Fostering Sustainable
Development in the Age of Technologies highlights the interplay between various disruptive
technologies such as Artificial Intelligence, Autonomous robots, Big Data Analytics, Blockchain,
Cloud Computing, and Digital Twins, and holistic sustainable development.

the age of sustainable development: The Ages of Globalization Jeffrey D. Sachs, 2020-06-02
Today’s most urgent problems are fundamentally global. They require nothing less than concerted,
planetwide action if we are to secure a long-term future. But humanity’s story has always been on a
global scale. In this book, Jeffrey D. Sachs, renowned economist and expert on sustainable
development, turns to world history to shed light on how we can meet the challenges and
opportunities of the twenty-first century. Sachs takes readers through a series of seven distinct
waves of technological and institutional change, starting with the original settling of the planet by
early modern humans through long-distance migration and ending with reflections on today’s
globalization. Along the way, he considers how the interplay of geography, technology, and
institutions influenced the Neolithic revolution; the role of the horse in the emergence of empires;
the spread of large land-based empires in the classical age; the rise of global empires after the
opening of sea routes from Europe to Asia and the Americas; and the industrial age. The dynamics of
these past waves, Sachs demonstrates, offer fresh perspective on the ongoing processes taking place
in our own time—a globalization based on digital technologies. Sachs emphasizes the need for new
methods of international governance and cooperation to prevent conflicts and to achieve economic,
social, and environmental objectives aligned with sustainable development. The Ages of
Globalization is a vital book for all readers aiming to make sense of our rapidly changing world.

the age of sustainable development: Sustainable Urban Development in the Age of
Climate Change Ali Cheshmehzangi, Ayotunde Dawodu, 2018-09-28 This book considers the impact
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of climate change on cities, advocating that people are the panaceas and antidote to mitigating
climate change, by enhancing their involvement in achieving sustainable development Goals (SDGs).
This leads to the development of an SDG best practice participation template, which is supported by
an extensive checklist of the ‘whats’ and ‘hows’ in participatory processes. Using case studies,
extensive literature reviews and meta-analysis to make a case for a people-centric and integrated
approach to sustainable urban development, it examines the role of governance in climate change,
focusing on decision making processes, policies and regulations, as well as focusing on the
significance of a people-oriented approach on climate change and cities. Through an extensive global
outlook, this book highlights bottom-up methods of implementing and achieving sustainable urban
development in the age of climate change. These highlights should help to develop new mindsets,
new strategies, new directions and new policies, through which we can see a more sustainable
approach to urbanisation and urban development globally, which can start ‘equipping future
generations with the tools for them to help their future generations’.

the age of sustainable development: Global Law of Sustainable Development Halil
Goksan, 2024-12-14 This book discusses the emergence of a new concept of law at the global level in
the field of sustainable development. It examines the four-decade-long evolution of the concept of
sustainable development from the Stockholm Conference of 1972 until the adoption of the
Sustainable Development Goals in 2015. It brings forward a step-by-step guide for exploring the
law-like quality of global norms from a legal positivist and legal pluralist perspective.

the age of sustainable development: The Dilemma of Sustainability in the Age of
Globalization Mohamed El-Kamel Bakari, 2017-09-05 The Dilemma of Sustainability in the Age of
Globalization: A Quest for a Paradigm of Development offers an exhaustive overview of the different
political, social, economic, and cultural circumstances that paved the way for the inception of
sustainable development. It particularly traces the evolution of this project in an unpropitious
context of neo-liberal capitalism and globalization. By means of an in-depth critical comparative
analysis of the two phenomena of sustainable development and globalization, this book highlights
aspects of both their divergence and convergence on issues such as development, man-nature
relationship, and society. This distinctive approach pinpoints the theoretical and factual aspects of
clash and affinity between globalization and sustainability and spotlights some potential
harmonization between the two on different levels. On the whole, this book covers a few gaps in the
contemporary literature that heightened the need for analysis of the viability of implementing the
project of sustainable development in a context of neoliberal capitalism. Given the highly
interdisciplinary nature of its topic, a holistic approach is utilized throughout this book, integrating
historical, literary, economic, political, and scientific material. The first part of this book is largely
based on a critical comparative analysis of the two vying paradigms of development by means of a
thorough juxtaposition of their theoretical and ideological underpinnings and backed up by lucid
examples, statistics, and case-studies. In later sections, this book provides an analysis and discussion
of both the extrinsic and intrinsic obstacles to promoting sustainability in the current socio-economic
paradigm of development, and closes by offering glimpses of hope for the future of humankind by
underlining the potential of new initiatives to revive sustainable development in the 21st century.

the age of sustainable development: The Law of Energy for Sustainable Development IUCN
Academy of Environmental Law. Colloquium, 2005 The research focus for the IUCN Academy of
Environmental Law in 2003 was a timely and challenging one, entitled 'The Law of Energy for
Sustainable Development'. As contemporary world politics demonstrates, energy resources and
generation are crucial issues facing the international community. As research on energy law, at the
international, regional, and national level is in its infancy, the insights provided by the contributors
to this 2005 volume are a significant addition to the field.

the age of sustainable development: An Agenda for Sustainable Development Research
Walter Leal Filho, Amanda Lange Salvia, Claudio Ruy Portela de Vasconcelos, 2024-09-20 This book
involves establishing a set of priorities and a roadmap that can guide scholarly and practical efforts
towards sustainability goals. It encourages collaboration across disciplines to address complex



sustainability issues that span social, economic, and environmental domains. It also supports the
development of robust methodologies for conducting research, including quantitative, qualitative,
and mixed methods approaches. But despite the importance of and the need for an agenda for
sustainable development research, many efforts are isolated and thematically disconnected. Also, it
is difficult to find information on how sustainability research is being undertaken and on the wide
range of methods being used. Against this backdrop and in order to facilitate a broad discussion on
the contribution of sustainable development research, this book is being produced. The book gathers
inputs from universities and research organisations working on matters related to sustainable
development research in a variety of contexts. It also provides a platform for the dissemination of
information on the latest initiatives, paving the way for technology transfer and networking.
Furthermore, the book intends to provide a fertile basis upon which universities, research centres,
and practitioners may cooperate more closely in this key area. Last but not least, a further aim of the
book is to present methodological approaches and experiences deriving from case studies and
projects, which aim to show how sustainability research may be implementing across a range of
disciplines. Thanks to its scope and interdisciplinarity, this books makes an excellent reading to
everyone interested on sustainability research.

the age of sustainable development: Evolution of environmental economics & management in
the age of artificial intelligence for sustainable development Elena G. Popkova, Bruno Sergi, Aleksei
V. Bogoviz, 2023-06-06

the age of sustainable development: Social Entrepreneurship and Sustainable
Development Archana Singh, Edakkandi Meethal Reji, 2020-06-13 This volume discusses the
seminal interface between social entrepreneurship and sustainable development along with their
inter-linkages. It traces the role of social entrepreneurship and innovations in societal
transformation in creating sustainable societies, especially in developing nations. It explores how
social entrepreneurship and enterprise is integral to the promise of fostering opportunities for
socially disadvantaged groups (including the poor, women, and young people), as well as in
addressing environmental and ecological issues apart from wealth creation. The book presents key
concepts, case studies, and multiple innovative models involving social entrepreneurship, such as
green financing, serial social entrepreneurship, sustainable livelihood creation, and well-being, in
addition to highlighting global sustainable development goals of the United Nations. The chapters
are organised under the broad themes of sustainability of the organisation, sustainability of the
community, sustainability of the development, and sustainability of the community-organisation
interface. They examine social change, social innovation, social enterprise, small and
micro-enterprises, microfinance institutions, inclusive growth, education, productivity, physical
health, waste management, energy retention, self-reliance, and corporate social responsibility. They
contain emerging research issues in the field as well as critical assessments while bringing together
theoretical and practitioners’ perspectives. This book will be useful to scholars and researchers of
development studies, social entrepreneurship, sustainable development, environmental studies,
public policy, and political sociology. It will also greatly interest professionals from non-profit,
corporate, and public sectors, other development practitioners, and international bodies.

the age of sustainable development: Sustainability and Sustainable Development Lisa
Benton-Short, 2023-02-23 The challenge in teaching an introductory course on sustainability is there
are many ways to teach it, and many issues to cover. The United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals offer a cohesive and interconnected set of topics to help address this problem - indeed the
SDGs are now the guiding framework for planning and implementing sustainability through 2030.
They are the focus of international development efforts, and the lingua franca of sustainability as a
field of study, the international consensus on “what is sustainability?” As such, the UN SDGs present
an ideal framework for an introductory level textbook because taken together, they integrate the
“Three Es”—environment, economic development, and equity—that are the core definition of
sustainability. This book introduces students to sustainability structured around the 17 UN SDGs.
Through a global perspective, with attention given equally to how sustainability challenges the



highest income countries of the Global North, as well as to the moderate- and low-income countries
of the Global South, Benton-Short synthesizes basic environmental science, policy, and
interdisciplinary perspectives while investigating key challenges to developing a more sustainable
future through the SDG framework. Readers will easily tackle this complex set of topics through an
accessible writing style, comprehensive scholarship, and diverse perspectives. Guided by a lush art
program, complete with numerous maps, figures, and photos to enliven the presentation, students
will develop a greater understanding of the important trends in sustainability in the twenty-first
century. The broad arguments highlighted through numerous case studies and boxes prepare global
citizens to grapple with the environmental, social, economic, and political challenges that face our
collective future. Features of this exciting, brand-new text include: Chapter opening learning
objectives to guide students’ course goalsHelpful study aids such as key terms—bolded in the text
and compiled both at the end of each chapter and in a comprehensive glossaryEnd-of-chapter
questions for discussion and activities to promote active learningA stunning art program, with
detailed maps, figures, tables, and photos, to engage students as visual learnersCritical Perspectives
and Expert Voice boxes to present the diverse perspectives in sustainabilityInterconnections boxes
to help students tie together ideas across the issuesKey Terms and Concepts and Understanding the
Issue boxes to go in-depth on important topicsMaking Progress and Solutions boxes that show
students hopeful trends toward seemingly intractable problemsSDGs and the Law boxes that provide
a legal and governance context.

the age of sustainable development: Sustainable Development Goals in Southeast Asia and
ASEAN , 2019-01-14 The international community has come together to pursue certain fundamental,
common goals over the coming period to 2030 to make progress toward ending poverty and hunger,
improving social and economic well-being, preserving the environment and combating climate
change, and maintaining peace. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have been agreed to by
states, which have in turn adopted national targets and action plans. This volume studies the
governance and implementation of these goals in Southeast Asia, in particular the difficulties in the
shift from the international to the national, the multi-level challenges of implementation, and the
involvement of stakeholders, civil society, and citizens in the process. Contributors to this volume
are scholars from across Southeast Asia who research these issues in developing (Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar), middle-income (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam), and developed
countries (Brunei, Singapore) in the region. The perspectives on governance and the SDGs emerge
from the fields of political science, international relations, geography, economics, law, health, and
the natural sciences.

the age of sustainable development: Rethinking Economics Starting from the Commons
Valentina Rotondi, Paolo Santori, 2023-02-20 This book proposes a new approach to economics,
starting from the commons and based on the Economy of Francesco (EoF), a worldwide movement of
young people who aim to change the current economic models and working towards a fair,
sustainable, and inclusive economic system. EoF was convened by Pope Francis and is inspired by
the example of St. Francis of Assisi, featuring Franciscan economic roots and institutions, as well as
theories of the social sciences. The authors raise and answer several important questions throughout
the volume, such as: What if the economic courses taught in the universities across the globe
focused their attention on the topics of the commons rather than on private goods? What if social
businesses, rather than being considered as a hybrid form of businesses, became the normal
approach, and ethical and green finance ruled over the standard financial sector? Is it possible to
move away from the primacy of the consumers to the preeminence of ethical consumers who express
their preferences for an inclusive, sustainable, and workers-friendly economic system with their
daily choices? Using a unique approach, the book includes the contributions of prominent scholars
which are integrated and discussed by young international scholars, providing a fresh analysis with
a glance of hope for the future. The book is a must-read for students, scholars, and researchers of
economics and related disciplines interested in alternatives to the current economic mainstream in
general, and the Economy of Francesco in particular.



the age of sustainable development: Learning in the Age of Digital and Green
Transition Michael E. Auer, Wolfgang Pachatz, Tiia Ruutmann, 2023-02-22 We are currently
witnessing a significant transformation in the development of education on all levels and especially
in post-secondary education. To face these challenges, higher education must find innovative ways to
quickly respond to these new needs. These were the aims connected with the 25th International
Conference on Interactive Collaborative Learning (ICL2022), which was held in Vienna, Austria,
from September 27 to 30, 2022. Since its beginning in 1998, this conference is devoted to new
approaches in learning with a focus on collaborative learning in higher education. This book
contains papers in the fields of: * New Learning Models and Applications® Project-Based Learninge®
Engineering Pedagogy Education® Research in Engineering Pedagogy* Teaching Best Practicese®
Real World Experiences® Academia-Industry Partnershipse Trends in Master and Doctoral Research.
Interested readership includes policymakers, academics, educators, researchers in pedagogy and
learning theory, school teachers, the learning industry, further and continuing education lecturers,
etc.

the age of sustainable development: The Palgrave Handbook of Development
Cooperation for Achieving the 2030 Agenda Sachin Chaturvedi, Heiner Janus, Stephan
Klingebiel, Xiaoyun Li, André de Mello e Souza, Elizabeth Sidiropoulos, Dorothea Wehrmann,
2020-11-30 This open access handbook analyses the role of development cooperation in achieving
the 2030 Agenda in a global context of ‘contested cooperation’. Development actors, including
governments providing aid or South-South Cooperation, developing countries, and
non-governmental actors (civil society, philanthropy, and businesses) constantly challenge
underlying narratives and norms of development. The book explores how reconciling these
differences fosters achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.

the age of sustainable development: An Introduction to the Geography of Tourism
Velvet Nelson, 2021-03-12 Tourism is an astonishingly complex phenomenon that is becoming an
ever-greater part of life in today’s global world. This clear and engaging text introduces students to
this vast and diverse subject through the lens of geography, the only field with the breadth to
consider all of the aspects, activities, and perspectives that constitute tourism.

the age of sustainable development: Universities and the Sustainable Development
Future Peter H. Koehn, Juha I. Uitto, 2017-04-07 Since the mid-1970s, a series of international
declarations that link environment and sustainable development to all aspects of higher learning
have been endorsed and signed by universities around the world. Although university involvement in
sustainable-development research and outreach has increased substantially, systematic learning
from higher-education engagements has been limited. Universities and the Sustainable Development
Future offers institutions of higher learning around the world practical guidelines that can be
applied contextually to produce credible evidence regarding the outcome and impact of their
teaching, research, and transnational-partnering activities. Drawing on innovative applications of
lessons from experience with international-development cooperation, this book demonstrates the
utility of a flexible framework that will inspire substantial improvements in the ways universities
evaluate and improve their sustainable-development undertakings aimed at promoting Agenda 2030.
This book promotes an inclusive evaluation framework that will allow universities to illuminate
sustainable-development outcomes, and it provides a cutting-edge resource for students, scholars,
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