teaching struggling learners

teaching struggling learners requires a strategic and empathetic approach to
address the unique challenges faced by students who find it difficult to keep
pace with standard academic expectations. This process involves identifying
learning difficulties early, adapting instructional methods, and providing
targeted support to help these students achieve their full potential.
Effective teaching for struggling learners incorporates differentiated
instruction, multi-sensory techniques, and continuous assessment to tailor
learning experiences. Educators must also foster a supportive classroom
environment that encourages resilience and motivation. This article explores
key strategies, assessment tools, and practical tips for educators dedicated
to improving outcomes for struggling learners. The following sections will
guide readers through understanding the characteristics of struggling
learners, instructional strategies, assessment methods, and the role of
collaboration in enhancing learning success.

e Understanding Struggling Learners
e Effective Instructional Strategies
e Assessment and Progress Monitoring

e Collaboration and Support Systems

Understanding Struggling Learners

Recognizing the characteristics and underlying causes of learning
difficulties is essential for effective teaching struggling learners. Many
students face challenges due to cognitive, emotional, or environmental
factors that impact their ability to process and retain information.
Identifying these factors allows educators to develop personalized
interventions that address specific needs.

Common Characteristics of Struggling Learners

Struggling learners often exhibit difficulties in areas such as reading
comprehension, math skills, attention, memory, and language processing. They
may require more time to grasp new concepts and often benefit from repeated
practice and reinforcement. Emotional responses such as frustration, low
self-esteem, and anxiety are also common among these students, which can
further impede learning.



Causes of Learning Difficulties

Learning difficulties can stem from a variety of sources including
neurological disorders, learning disabilities, socio-economic factors, and
inadequate prior instruction. Understanding these causes enables educators to
implement targeted strategies that accommodate diverse learning profiles.
Early identification through screening and diagnostic assessments is critical
to providing timely support.

Effective Instructional Strategies

Implementing research-based instructional strategies is vital in teaching
struggling learners effectively. These strategies focus on making learning
accessible, engaging, and relevant to each student’s needs, thereby enhancing
comprehension and retention.

Differentiated Instruction

Differentiated instruction involves tailoring teaching methods, materials,
and assessments to accommodate individual learning styles and abilities. This
approach ensures that struggling learners receive instruction at an
appropriate level of difficulty, which promotes confidence and academic
growth.

Multi-Sensory Teaching Techniques

Multi-sensory instruction engages multiple senses simultaneously, such as
sight, sound, touch, and movement, to reinforce learning. This technique is
particularly effective for students who struggle with traditional teaching
methods, as it helps solidify concepts through varied sensory input.

Use of Scaffolding

Scaffolding provides temporary support to learners by breaking down tasks
into manageable steps and gradually removing assistance as competence
increases. This method encourages independence and builds mastery over
complex skills.

Practical Tips for Classroom Implementation

e Incorporate visual aids and graphic organizers to clarify concepts.

e Use clear, concise instructions and check for understanding frequently.



e Allow additional time for assignments and assessments.
e Provide frequent positive reinforcement to motivate learners.

e Integrate technology tools that support individualized learning.

Assessment and Progress Monitoring

Ongoing assessment is critical in teaching struggling learners as it informs
instruction and measures student progress. Regular monitoring helps identify
areas of improvement and adjust teaching strategies accordingly.

Formative and Summative Assessments

Formative assessments provide continuous feedback during the learning
process, enabling timely interventions. Summative assessments evaluate
overall achievement at the end of instructional periods. Both types of
assessments should be adapted to accommodate the needs of struggling learners
to ensure accurate measurement of their abilities.

Data-Driven Instruction

Using assessment data to guide instructional decisions allows educators to
target specific weaknesses and reinforce strengths. This approach promotes
effective resource allocation and maximizes student outcomes.

Progress Monitoring Tools

Tools such as curriculum-based measurements, checklists, and anecdotal
records assist teachers in tracking student growth over time. Frequent
monitoring supports early identification of ongoing challenges and the
effectiveness of implemented strategies.

Collaboration and Support Systems

Successful teaching struggling learners depends not only on classroom
strategies but also on collaboration among educators, families, and support
professionals. A multidisciplinary approach ensures comprehensive support
tailored to each student’s needs.



Role of Special Education Professionals

Special education teachers, school psychologists, and speech therapists
provide expertise and interventions that complement classroom instruction.
Their involvement is crucial for developing individualized education plans
(IEPs) and specialized support services.

Engaging Families in the Learning Process

Family engagement enhances student motivation and consistency in learning.
Educators should communicate regularly with parents or guardians, sharing
progress and strategies to reinforce learning at home.

Building a Supportive Learning Environment

Creating a classroom atmosphere that values diversity, promotes inclusion,
and encourages risk-taking helps struggling learners feel safe and motivated.
Peer support programs and positive behavior reinforcement contribute to this
environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective strategies for teaching
struggling learners?

Effective strategies include differentiated instruction, using multisensory
approaches, providing clear and concise instructions, incorporating frequent
formative assessments, and offering positive reinforcement to build
confidence.

How can technology support struggling learners in
the classroom?

Technology can support struggling learners by providing interactive and
personalized learning experiences, offering assistive tools like text-to-
speech, enabling practice through educational apps, and allowing for flexible
pacing.

What role does formative assessment play in teaching
struggling learners?

Formative assessment helps identify specific areas where struggling learners
need support, allows teachers to adjust instruction promptly, and provides
ongoing feedback to students to guide their learning progress.



How important is building a positive teacher-student
relationship for struggling learners?

Building a positive relationship is crucial as it fosters a safe and
supportive learning environment, increases student motivation, encourages
engagement, and helps learners feel valued and understood.

What are some signs that a student is struggling and
needs additional support?

Signs include consistent difficulty understanding instructions, low academic
performance, lack of participation, frustration or anxiety about schoolwork,
and frequent absenteeism or disengagement.

How can peer support be utilized to assist
struggling learners?

Peer support can be utilized through cooperative learning activities, peer
tutoring, study groups, and social interactions that encourage collaboration
and provide models of effective learning strategies.

What is the significance of individualized education
plans (IEPs) for struggling learners?

IEPs are significant because they provide tailored goals and accommodations
based on the learner’s unique needs, ensuring appropriate support and
resources are in place to promote academic success.

Additional Resources

1. Teaching Struggling Learners: 50 Ways to Close the Achievement Gap

This book offers practical strategies for educators working with students who
face learning challenges. It includes actionable tips to differentiate
instruction and engage learners effectively. The focus is on closing
achievement gaps through targeted interventions and support.

2. Helping Students with Learning Disabilities: Strategies and Resources

A comprehensive guide that provides educators with tools and techniques to
support students with various learning disabilities. The book covers
assessment, instructional practices, and accommodations to enhance student
success. It also emphasizes collaboration between teachers, parents, and
specialists.

3. Intervention Strategies for Struggling Learners

This resource outlines evidence-based intervention methods tailored for
students who struggle academically. It includes step-by-step procedures for
implementing interventions in reading, math, and behavior. The book aims to



empower teachers with skills to make data-driven decisions.

4. Engaging Struggling Learners Through Differentiated Instruction

Focuses on adapting teaching methods to meet the diverse needs of learners
who face academic difficulties. The author provides practical examples and
lesson plans that promote engagement and motivation. The book highlights the
importance of understanding individual learning styles.

5. Supporting Struggling Readers: Practical Approaches for the Classroom
Dedicated to improving reading skills in students who find literacy
challenging, this book offers research-based strategies and activities. It
addresses phonemic awareness, fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary
development. Teachers will find guidance on creating supportive reading
environments.

6. The Inclusive Classroom: Strategies for Effective Teaching of Struggling
Learners

This book emphasizes inclusive education practices that accommodate students
with diverse learning needs within general education classrooms. It provides
techniques for differentiation, behavior management, and collaboration with
special education professionals. The goal is to foster an environment where
all students can thrive.

7. Assessment and Intervention for Struggling Learners

A detailed examination of assessment tools and intervention planning for
students who struggle academically. The text discusses formative and
summative assessments and how to use data to guide instruction. It is a
valuable resource for educators seeking to improve student outcomes through
targeted support.

8. Motivating Struggling Learners: Tips and Techniques for the Classroom
This book explores ways to boost motivation and self-confidence in students
who face learning challenges. It includes strategies to create a positive
classroom climate and foster resilience. Educators will learn how to
encourage persistence and a growth mindset among struggling learners.

9. Practical Strategies for Teaching Students with Learning Difficulties
Offers a range of classroom-tested approaches to help students overcome
learning difficulties. The book covers behavior management, instructional
modifications, and technology integration. It is designed to equip teachers
with the tools necessary to support diverse learners effectively.
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teaching struggling learners: Teaching Elementary Mathematics to Struggling Learners
Bradley S. Witzel, Mary E. Little, 2016-01-24 Packed with effective instructional strategies, this book
explores why certain K-5 students struggle with math and provides a framework for helping these
learners succeed. The authors present empirically validated practices for supporting students with
disabilities and others experiencing difficulties in specific areas of math, including problem solving,
early numeracy, whole-number operations, fractions, geometry, and algebra. Concrete examples,
easy-to-implement lesson-planning ideas, and connections to state standards, in particular the
Common Core standards, enhance the book's utility. Also provided is invaluable guidance on
planning and delivering multi-tiered instruction and intervention.

teaching struggling learners: Supporting Struggling Learners Patricia Vitale-Reilly,
2017-10-04 As teachers, how do you meet the needs of all your students while also meeting the
demands of the curriculum? With over two decades of experience in the classroom as a teacher, staff
developer, and national consultant, Patty Vitale-Reilly has been there. And with Supporting
Struggling Learners, she shares 50 of her tried and true solutions that make learning accessible for
all students. With these 50 instructional moves that can be applied across subjects and grades, Patty
shows you how to make a positive impact on student thinking and learning. Loaded with practical
tools and templates, including forms, checklists, questionnaires, and more, Supporting Struggling
Learners provides strategies and structures to help you: create a clutter-free classroom environment
that welcomes and supports each and every student harness the power of collaborative learning and
small group instruction scaffold writing across the day utilize visuals in instruction and practice
develop students' learning, communication, and study skills establish home-school connections that
help support students. Make small changes in the classroom with moves geared to what the student
needs most in that moment. Supporting Struggling Learners empowers you to implement effective
instructional moves that make a big difference in your students' learning and in their lives.

teaching struggling learners: Inclusion Strategies for Secondary Classrooms M. C. Gore,
2010-04-07 Keys for unlocking the doors to learning for ALL students! This updated edition of the
bestseller Successful Inclusion Strategies for Secondary and Middle School Teachers identifies
“locks” to learning—input locks, processing/retention locks, affective locks, and output locks—and
provides research-based “keys” to unlock learning barriers for students with disabilities and
learning challenges. Packed with teacher-friendly, developmentally appropriate strategies that work,
this new edition examines: Research on the unique teaching environment of secondary school
classrooms The reauthorization of IDEA 2004 The impact of NCLB on special education
Incorporating strategies into a Response to Intervention program Applications for Universal Design
for Learning

teaching struggling learners: Teaching Struggling Students in Math Bill Hanlon,
2012-10-12 In Teaching Struggling Students in Mathematics, Too Many Grades of D or F, Bill
Hanlon provides examples and recommends highly effective and practical instructional and
assessment strategies that classroom teachers can immediately implement and that school
administrators can readily observe. These high yield strategies build on accepted practices and
directly address the needs of struggling students. His no nonsense, common sense approach assists
classroom teachers in organizing their instruction by connecting preparation and instruction to
student notes, homework, test preparation, and assessments so students study more effectively. This
results in increased student performance. Bill also emphasizes the importance of student-teacher
relationships and the implementing a success-on-success model. His emphasis on making students
more comfortable in their knowledge, understanding, and application of math is demonstrated
repeatedly with examples of how to introduce new concepts and skills by linking them to previously
learned math and outside experiences. These linkages allow teachers another opportunity to review
and reinforce skills or address student deficiencies. Teaching Struggling Students in Mathematics
will help your student succeed in math.

teaching struggling learners: Motivating Struggling Learners Barbara R. Blackburn,



2015-06-19 Every day, teachers face the challenge of motivating struggling learners. In this
must-have book, Barbara R. Blackburn, author of the bestseller Rigor Is Not a Four-Letter Word,
shares how you can finally solve this problem and make your classroom a rigorous place where all
students want to succeed. You'll learn practical strategies for... understanding extrinsic and intrinsic
motivation; building a trusting relationship with students; using praise and positive feedback
effectively; empowering students and helping them own their learning; moving students toward a
growth mindset; communicating high expectations for students; engaging all students in your
lessons; scaffolding so all students will want to improve; helping students be resilient and not fear
failure; and celebrating diverse groups of students. Each chapter is filled with a variety of examples
and tools that you can use immediately. Bonus: Many of the tools are also available as free
eResources on our website, www.routledge.com/9781138792432, so you can easily download and
print them for classroom use.

teaching struggling learners: Teaching Struggling Students Laura M. Harrison,
2019-03-20 This book tackles the phenomenon of limited learning on campuses by approaching it
from the point of view of the author, an educator who writes about the experience of being,
simultaneously, a college student and a college professor. The author lays out her experience as a
student struggling in an introductory linguistics class, framing her struggles as sites ripe for
autoethnographic interrogation. Throughout the book, the author melds her personal narratives with
the extant research on college student learning, college readiness, and the interconnectedness of
affect, intellect, and socio-cultural contexts. This book poses a challenge to the current binary
metanarrative that circles the college student learning conundrum, which highlights either the
faculty or student perspective, and unfolds this unnecessary binary into a rich, nuanced, and
polyvocal set of perspectives.

teaching struggling learners: Teaching Kids with Learning Difficulties in Today's
Classroom Susan Winebrenner, Lisa Kiss, 2017-02-28 A gold mine of practical, easy-to-use teaching
methods, strategies, and tips to improve learning outcomes for students who score below proficiency
levels. This fully revised and updated third edition of Teaching Kids with Learning Difficulties in
Today’s Classroom provides information on integrated learning, problem solving, and critical
thinking in line with Common Core State Standards and 21st-century skills. It reflects the use of
technology and schoolwide cluster grouping in support of all students and includes proven, practical,
classroom-tested strategies and step-by-step instructions for how to use them. Sidebars throughout
highlight special information for working with students on the autism spectrum; “tech tips” describe
technologies that are especially useful for kids with LD. Digital content includes all of the book’s
customizable forms, additional content organization charts, and a PDF presentation for book study
groups and professional development.

teaching struggling learners: How to Support Struggling Students Robyn R. Jackson, Claire
Lambert, 2010-07-01 If we want our students to succeed, we cannot afford to leave to chance what
happens when they do not learn. In this guide, Robyn R. Jackson and Claire Lambert take you step
by step through the process of providing proactive and progressive learning support—what great
teachers do to ensure that all students receive the right kind of assistance and to get those who are
struggling back on track before they get frustrated and give up. Here, you'll learn how to * Support
students before instruction through acceleration practices, including activating background
knowledge, providing advance organizers, and focusing on key vocabulary. * Support students
during instruction by distinguishing between productive and destructive struggle, establishing red
flags to alert you when a student's learning is headed off course, and delivering targeted
interventions that quickly put struggling students back on the path to mastery. * Support students
after instruction by providing appropriate remediation for the few students who have not achieved
mastery. * Create a comprehensive, progressive support plan tailored to your classroom content and
the students you teach. About the series Every teacher can become a master teacher with the right
kind of practice and support. Each how-to guide in the Mastering the Principles of Great Teaching
series focuses on one of the seven mastery principles introduced in Robyn R. Jackson's best-selling



Never Work Harder Than Your Students and Other Principles of Great Teaching. The guides'
self-assessments, worksheets, planning templates, process outlines, checklists, links to online
resources, suggested activities, and prompts for reflection help teachers of all experience levels
apply the principles to address everyday classroom challenges and build their overall mastery
mindset.

teaching struggling learners: Building Success on Success Bill Hanlon, 2018-11-14 In this
book Bill Hanlon provides examples and recommends highly effective and practical instructional and
assessment strategies that classroom teachers can immediately implement and that school
administrators can readily observe. These high yield strategies build on accepted practices and
directly address the needs of struggling students or students living in poverty. The common sense
approach assists classroom teachers in organizing their instruction by connecting preparation and
instruction to student notes, homework, test preparation, and assessments so students study more
effectively and efficiently resulting in increased student performance. Hanlon also emphasizes the
importance of student-teacher relationships and the implementing a success-on-success model.

teaching struggling learners: Teaching Kids with Learning Difficulties in Today's Classroom
Susan Winebrenner, Lisa M. Kiss, 2014 Fully revised and updated to address how we understand
kids with learning difficulties as well as changes in education today, this is the definitive guide to
meeting the needs of students with learning difficulties in all classrooms. This third edition of
provides information on integrated learning, problem solving, and critical thinking in line with
Common Core State Standards and twenty-first-century skills. It reflects the use of technology and
schoolwide cluster grouping in support of all students and includes proven, practical,
classroom-tested strategies and step-by-step instructions for how to use them. Sidebars throughout
highlight special information for working with students on the autism spectrum; tech tips describe
technologies that are especially useful for kids with LD. Digital content includes all of the book's
customizable forms and a PDF presentation for professional development.

teaching struggling learners: Practical Strategies for Struggling Learners in Today's Inclusive
Classroom Ashlea Rineer-Hershey, 2017-08-24 Practical Strategies for Struggling Learners in
Today's Inclusive Classroom gives readers an overview of appropriate academic interventions for
struggling learners. Featuring strategies and intervention models whose benefits are supported by
research, the book enables educators to develop action plans to help students succeed. The text
addresses the impact of inclusive education, identification and assessment of student learning needs,
multi-tiered systems of support, and ways to meet the needs of all students through differentiated
learning. In addition, readers learn about co-teaching, planning for instruction, and working with
students who have significant disabilities. The book features clearly stated objectives to help readers
focus their learning, key terms, engaging discussion questions, and application activities. Designed
for undergraduate and graduate courses for pre-service and in-service K-12 teachers, Practical
Strategies for Struggling Learners in Today's Inclusive Classroom gives educators the necessary
skills and knowledge to assist all of their students in meeting grade-level standards.

teaching struggling learners: Teaching Reading to Struggling Learners Esther Hirsch
Minskoff, 2005 This indispensable resource is a complete guide to addressing each student's specific
instructional needs and teaching reading skills side-by-side with critical language and thinking skills.

teaching struggling learners: Helping Struggling Learners Succeed in School Harriet D.
Porton, 2012 Filled with strategies for reaching at-risk students, Helping Struggling Learners
Succeed in School provides teachers with a process and plan to move students from risk to
resilience. Taking a step-by-step approach, it follows the teaching-learning process and covers the
core concepts of planning, management, instruction and assessment. The narrative style and
authentic anecdotes capture common classroom situations, while the strategies show how to help
transform struggling learners into successful students. A classroom-ready appendix includes all
templates contained in the book and can be adapted to specific classroom needs.

teaching struggling learners: Supporting Struggling Readers and Writers Dorothy S.
Strickland, Kathy Ganske, Joanne K. Monroe, 2002 Presents methods of helping third through sixth



graders with literacy problems, covering such topics as motivation, small-group instruction,
differentiated instruction, and standardized tests.

teaching struggling learners: Strategies for Struggling Learners Joe Perry Sutton, Connie ]J.
Sutton, 1997-01-01

teaching struggling learners: Helping Struggling Learners in the Elementary and
Middle Grades Nancy Protheroe, Elizabeth Shellard, Jennifer Turner, 2004 Helping students to
become active and engaged learners at an early age is key to their success throughout their school
years not only to raise test scores but to raise student achievement in a more meaningful way. If
school staff work together, making maximum use of the knowledge base about teaching and
learning, they will help students become more engaged, independent, and effective learners. This
report demonstrates that helping struggling learners become successful requires more than an
emphasis on basic skills. The report addresses topics such as individualising instruction, effective
reading and maths instruction for struggling learners, ways to help students develop as more
effective learners, student motivation, effective classroom management, and the characteristics of
good teaching. Each of these will help educators develop a multifaceted approach to help teachers
meet the needs of their struggling learners.

teaching struggling learners: Engaging the Disengaged Lois Brown Easton, 2008 An
inspiring book! Easton’s clear, compelling writing is made more vivid by the wonderful real-life
examples.--Dennis Sparks, Emeritus Executive Director National Staff Development Council
Principals--particularly secondary school principals--should find this book and Easton'’s earlier work
to be all the basic resources required. It is comprehensive and deals with the critical issues of the
day.--Richard W. Clark, Executive Vice President Institute for Educational Inquiry Create an
integrated system of support for struggling students! Based on Lois Brown Easton’s experience
working with disengaged learners, this insightful resource helps educators make positive
connections with youngsters of all ages who are at risk of failing or dropping out. Featuring the
voices of educators and students, this invaluable text covers methods for improving the schoolwide
climate in ways that support all students and for creating a learning environment that promotes
academic, personal, and social growth. The author illustrates how to make meaningful changes in
curriculum and instruction and examines the importance of: Teacher-student relationships
Innovative teaching strategies for struggling learners Developing self-directed learners Using
appropriate assessments for students with learning difficulties Easton’s book inspires teachers to
make a significant change in their school’s culture to engage developing minds and champion all
learners, regardless of socioeconomic factors.

teaching struggling learners: Teaching Kids with Learning Difficulties in the Regular
Classroom Susan Winebrenner, 2006 Includes more than fifty reproducible forms and handouts.
Provides forms in Microsoft Word and PDF formats.

teaching struggling learners: Enhancing Instructional Problem Solving John C. Begeny, Ann
C. Schulte, Kent Johnson, 2012-05-09 This book presents a schoolwide model of instructional support
designed to make the most of available time, resources, and personnel—one that is also fully
compatible with other problem-solving models, such as response to intervention. The authors
provide a comprehensive and cohesive framework for linking assessment and intervention. They
show how to interweave evidence-based instruction with targeted professional development and
other components that support improved learning outcomes for all K-8 students. Helpful tables
describe dozens of research-based assessments and interventions in reading, writing, and math. In a
large-size format with lay-flat binding to facilitate photocopying, the volume includes more than 20
reproducible worksheets and forms. The companion website features additional reproducibles and
supplemental materials for use in conjunction with the book. This book is in The Guilford Practical
Intervention in the Schools Series.

teaching struggling learners: Building Success on Success Bill Hanlon, 2018-11-14 In this
book Bill Hanlon provides examples and recommends highly effective and practical instructional and
assessment strategies that classroom teachers can immediately implement and that school




administrators can readily observe. These high yield strategies build on accepted practices and
directly address the needs of struggling students or students living in poverty. The common sense
approach assists classroom teachers in organizing their instruction by connecting preparation and
instruction to student notes, homework, test preparation, and assessments so students study more
effectively and efficiently resulting in increased student performance. Hanlon also emphasizes the
importance of student-teacher relationships and the implementing a success-on-success model.
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