
rock hudson interview 1985

rock hudson interview 1985 stands as a pivotal moment in Hollywood history, marking one of the first times a
major celebrity openly discussed a diagnosis that was then shrouded in stigma and misinformation. This
interview not only revealed Rock Hudson’s personal battle with AIDS but also helped to shift public
perception about the disease during a critical period. The 1985 conversation highlighted Hudson’s courage and
vulnerability, providing a human face to the epidemic when fear and misunderstanding were widespread. This
article delves into the context and significance of the rock hudson interview 1985, exploring the
circumstances leading up to the interview, the content of his revelations, and the broader impact on society
and the entertainment industry. Additionally, it examines the media coverage surrounding the event and the
interview’s lasting legacy in the fight against AIDS and celebrity health disclosures.
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Background and Context of the Rock Hudson Interview 1985

The rock hudson interview 1985 took place during a time when AIDS was largely misunderstood and
surrounded by fear. Rock Hudson, a celebrated actor known for his roles in classic films and romantic comedies,
was diagnosed with AIDS in 1984. At that time, the disease was heavily stigmatized, often associated
incorrectly with specific groups, and considered a death sentence. Hudson’s diagnosis was kept private initially,
but rumors and speculation in Hollywood and the media began to surface.

Hudson’s decision to participate in an interview and publicly acknowledge his illness was groundbreaking. It
represented a significant departure from the typical secrecy surrounding AIDS and set a precedent for public
figures confronting health crises openly. The interview was carefully arranged to convey Hudson’s perspective
and to educate the public on the realities of AIDS beyond the myths and fears.

The State of AIDS Awareness in the Mid-1980s

In 1985, AIDS was a relatively new and mysterious illness to the general public. Medical professionals were
still learning about its transmission and treatment, and misinformation was rampant. Many people associated
AIDS exclusively with certain marginalized groups, leading to widespread discrimination and social stigma.
Public health campaigns were in their infancy, and the disease was often met with fear rather than compassion.

Rock Hudson’s Career and Public Image Before 1985

Before his diagnosis, Rock Hudson was one of Hollywood’s most beloved leading men. He gained fame for his
charismatic performances in films like “Giant” and numerous romantic comedies alongside Doris Day. His image



was that of a quintessential Hollywood heartthrob, which made the news of his illness all the more shocking
to fans and the entertainment community alike.

Details and Highlights from the Interview

The rock hudson interview 1985 was notable for its candidness and honesty. Hudson spoke about his diagnosis,
his feelings about the disease, and the challenges he faced. The interview was one of the first times that an AIDS
patient, especially a celebrity of Hudson’s stature, spoke openly about living with the illness.

Hudson’s Personal Reflections

During the interview, Hudson expressed a range of emotions, from fear and uncertainty to hope and
determination. He discussed the impact of the diagnosis on his life and career and emphasized the importance of
education and awareness. His openness helped humanize the disease and encouraged empathy rather than judgment.

Key Quotes from the Interview

"This is not a death sentence. I am living proof that with proper care and support, life can continue."

"We need to stop the fear and start the understanding."

"I want people to recognize that AIDS can affect anyone, regardless of their background."

The Role of the Interviewer and Media Presentation

The interviewer played a crucial role in guiding the conversation to ensure that Hudson’s message was clear
and impactful. The tone was respectful, focusing on education rather than sensationalism. This approach
helped frame the interview as a serious and compassionate discussion, which was essential in changing public
attitudes.

Public and Media Reaction

The rock hudson interview 1985 generated significant public and media attention. Given the high profile of the
actor and the stigma surrounding AIDS, the interview was a landmark event that caused widespread discussion
and debate.

Initial Media Coverage

News outlets across the country reported on Hudson’s revelation, often emphasizing the bravery required to
go public with such a diagnosis. The interview was covered in major newspapers, magazines, and television
programs, sparking conversations about AIDS that had previously been avoided in mainstream media.



Public Response and Social Impact

The public reaction was mixed but largely positive in terms of raising awareness. While some individuals
expressed fear or misunderstanding, many others responded with sympathy and support. The interview helped to
challenge stereotypes and encouraged a more informed and compassionate public discourse about AIDS and
those affected by it.

Hollywood and Entertainment Industry Reactions

Within the entertainment community, Hudson’s openness prompted other celebrities and industry leaders to
reconsider their approach to AIDS. It also led to increased activism and fundraising efforts, as the industry
began to mobilize resources to combat the epidemic and support affected individuals.

Impact on AIDS Awareness and Hollywood

The rock hudson interview 1985 had a profound impact on both AIDS awareness and the Hollywood
community. It marked a turning point in how the disease was discussed publicly and helped to dismantle some of
the stigma associated with it.

Raising National Awareness

Hudson’s interview brought AIDS into the national spotlight in a way that few events had before. By sharing
his story, he helped educate millions about the realities of the disease, its transmission, and the urgent need for
research and compassion.

Encouraging Celebrity Advocacy

The interview inspired other celebrities to speak out about AIDS, either by sharing their own experiences or by
supporting advocacy efforts. This shift contributed to increased funding for AIDS research and greater public
engagement with the issue.

Changes in Public Health Messaging

Following the interview, public health campaigns began to adopt more inclusive and empathetic messaging. The
focus shifted toward prevention, education, and support, rather than fear and ostracism. Hudson’s story
played a key role in this evolution.

Legacy of the Rock Hudson Interview 1985

Decades after the rock hudson interview 1985, its legacy continues to influence discussions about health,
privacy, and celebrity culture. The interview remains a landmark moment in the history of AIDS awareness and
public health communication.



Long-Term Effects on Stigma Reduction

Hudson’s willingness to share his diagnosis helped reduce stigma by putting a well-known face to the disease.
This humanization was crucial in fostering empathy and understanding, which has had lasting effects on how
society views AIDS and those living with it.

Influence on Celebrity Health Disclosures

The interview set a precedent for celebrities to be open about personal health issues. It demonstrated that
public figures could use their platforms to raise awareness and promote social change, encouraging greater
transparency around health challenges.

Continued Relevance in Public Health Education

The rock hudson interview 1985 is frequently cited in discussions about the role of media and public figures in
health education. It serves as an example of how honesty and courage can impact public perceptions and policy,
particularly in the context of stigmatized illnesses.

Summary of Key Contributions

Humanized AIDS and challenged misconceptions

Increased public awareness and education about the disease

Encouraged celebrity advocacy and activism

Helped shift public health messaging toward empathy and support

Set a standard for openness in celebrity health disclosures

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the significance of Rock Hudson's 1985 interview?

Rock Hudson's 1985 interview was significant because it was one of the first times a major Hollywood star
publicly acknowledged having AIDS, helping to raise awareness about the disease.

Where was Rock Hudson's 1985 interview published or aired?

Rock Hudson's 1985 interview was aired on television, notably on ABC's 20/20 program, reaching a wide
audience.



How did Rock Hudson describe his experience with AIDS in the 1985 interview?

In the interview, Rock Hudson candidly discussed his diagnosis, the impact it had on his life, and his hopes for
increased public understanding and medical research.

What impact did Rock Hudson's 1985 interview have on public perception of
AIDS?

The interview helped reduce stigma around AIDS by putting a familiar and respected face to the disease,
encouraging compassion and awareness.

Did Rock Hudson discuss his personal life during the 1985 interview?

Rock Hudson focused mainly on his health and the AIDS epidemic, choosing to keep many details of his personal
life private during the interview.

How did the media react to Rock Hudson's 1985 interview?

The media widely covered Hudson's revelation, often highlighting the seriousness of AIDS and the need for
increased research and support.

Was Rock Hudson the first celebrity to disclose having AIDS publicly?

Rock Hudson was one of the first major celebrities to publicly disclose his AIDS diagnosis, making his 1985
interview a landmark moment.

What was the public's reaction to Rock Hudson's 1985 interview?

The public reaction was mixed, with many expressing sympathy and support, while others were challenged to
confront their own misconceptions about AIDS.

How did Rock Hudson's 1985 interview influence AIDS activism?

Hudson's interview helped galvanize AIDS activism by drawing attention to the epidemic and inspiring advocacy
for research funding and patient care.

Additional Resources
1. Rock Hudson: His Story
This autobiography provides a candid look into the life of Rock Hudson, detailing his rise to fame as a
Hollywood icon. The book covers his personal struggles, career highlights, and the challenges he faced as a
closeted gay man in the entertainment industry. It offers insights into his 1985 interview where he publicly
acknowledged his AIDS diagnosis, marking a pivotal moment in his life and public perception.

2. Rock Hudson and the Politics of AIDS
This book explores the impact of Rock Hudson’s public announcement of his AIDS diagnosis in 1985 on American
society and politics. It analyzes how his celebrity status helped bring attention to the AIDS crisis and
challenged stigmas associated with the disease. The text also discusses the media coverage of his interview and
its role in shifting public discourse.

3. The Last Closeted Star: Rock Hudson’s Secret and the Hollywood Machine
Focusing on Hudson’s private life and the pressures of maintaining a public image, this book sheds light on the
Hollywood system’s role in concealing his sexuality. It examines the 1985 interview as a groundbreaking
moment that exposed the industry's culture of secrecy. The narrative blends biography with cultural critique,



offering a deeper understanding of Hollywood’s influence on personal identity.

4. Facing AIDS: Rock Hudson’s Courageous Interview
This book centers on the 1985 interview where Rock Hudson revealed his AIDS diagnosis, highlighting the
bravery it took to come forward during a time of widespread fear and misinformation. It includes firsthand
accounts, reactions from the public and media, and the broader implications for AIDS awareness. The author
also addresses how Hudson’s disclosure impacted the fight against the epidemic.

5. Hollywood and the AIDS Crisis: The Rock Hudson Effect
Analyzing the intersection of celebrity culture and public health, this book discusses how Rock Hudson’s
announcement brought AIDS into mainstream conversation. It explores the media strategies used during and
after the 1985 interview and the subsequent changes in Hollywood’s approach to the disease. The work also
provides a historical context for the entertainment industry’s response to AIDS.

6. Rock Hudson: A Life in the Spotlight
This comprehensive biography traces Rock Hudson’s journey from his early years to his stardom and eventual
public battle with AIDS. The book places special emphasis on the 1985 interview as a turning point in both his
life and the cultural understanding of AIDS. Readers gain a full portrait of Hudson’s personality, career, and
legacy.

7. The Silence Shattered: Rock Hudson and the AIDS Epidemic
Detailing the silence surrounding AIDS in the early 1980s, this book highlights how Rock Hudson’s 1985
interview helped break the taboo. It discusses the societal reactions and the challenges faced by those living
with HIV/AIDS. The author also examines the role of media and celebrity in transforming public health
narratives.

8. Behind Closed Doors: The Secret Life of Rock Hudson
This investigative biography delves into the private life of Rock Hudson, revealing the complexities of his
identity and relationships concealed from the public eye. The book contextualizes the significance of his 1985
interview within the broader scope of his hidden struggles. It offers a nuanced perspective on the man behind the
Hollywood image.

9. Rock Hudson’s Legacy: AIDS, Activism, and Awareness
Focusing on the aftermath of Hudson’s public AIDS announcement, this book discusses how his courage
influenced activism and awareness campaigns. It traces the progression of AIDS research and public policy
following the 1985 interview. The author highlights Hudson’s enduring impact on both the entertainment world
and the fight against AIDS stigma.
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  rock hudson interview 1985: Somebody to Love [Reissue] Matt Richards, Mark Langthorne,
2024-06-18 An intimate look at the life of Freddie Mercury, the iconic singer of Queen, featuring
interviews with close friends and rare photographs revealing facts about his personal life, search for
love, and his tragic battle with HIV/AIDS. With four new chapters, Somebody to Love pays tribute to
an extraordinary life. Freddie Mercury’s untimely death at the age of 45 in 1991 revealed his hidden
battle with AIDS, shocking the world and shedding light on the devastating impact of the disease. In
Somebody to Love, authors Matt Richards and Mark Langthorne interweave Mercury’s pursuit for
musical greatness with Queen, his personal struggles and quest for love, and the origins and
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aftermath of the AIDS epidemic that swept the globe in the 1980s. Four new chapters in this revised
and updated edition bring fresh insights into the legacy of Freddie Mercury, the future of Queen,
and the lasting impression he continues to make on fans around the world.
  rock hudson interview 1985: Rock Hudson Brenda Scott Royce, 1995-02-28 Rock Hudson rose
to stardom as the virile hero of adventure films, and he then gained a flurry of female fans by
starring in melodramas, like Magnificent Obsession. He earned an Oscar nomination for his role in
Giant, starred in successful romantic comedies, and had a productive television and stage career.
This book provides full information about his many performances and charts his life and career up to
his death from AIDS. Rock Hudson was a movie giant, one of the biggest stars Hollywood ever
produced. He gained early fame as the romantic hero of adventure films and melodramas such as
Magnificent Obsession (1954). He then tackled serious drama in Giant (1956), for which he earned
an Academy Award nomination. With the success of Pillow Talk (1959), he entered a new genre for
which he would become best known—the sex comedy. He also had a successful stage and television
career. This book charts Rock Hudson's rise as a celebrity until his death from AIDS. A biography
opens the volume, followed by chapters which chronicle his work in film, television, radio, and the
stage. Each chapter contains descriptions of Hudson's individual performances, with entries
providing cast and credit information, plot summaries, excerpts from reviews, and critical
commentary. The volume also includes a listing of Hudson's awards and an annotated bibliography
of additional sources of information.
  rock hudson interview 1985: Blood and Steel Ruth D. Reichard, 2021-05-14 Set in the 1980s
against a backdrop of the AIDS crisis, deindustrialization and the Reagan era, this book tells the
story of one individual's defiant struggle against his community--the city of Kokomo, Indiana. At the
same time as teenage AIDS patient Ryan White bravely fought against the intolerance of his
hometown to attend public school, one of Kokomo's largest employers, Continental Steel, filed for
bankruptcy, significantly raising the stakes of the fight for the city's livelihood and national image.
This book tells the story of a fearful time in our recent history, as people in the heartland endured
massive layoffs, coped with a lethal new disease and discovered a legacy of toxic waste. Now, some
30 years after Ryan White's death, this book offers a fuller accounting of the challenges that one city
reckoned with during this tumultuous period.
  rock hudson interview 1985: A Plague on All Our Houses Bruce J. Hillman, MD, 2016-10-04
A frightening new plague. A medical mystery. A pioneering immunologist. In A Plague on All Our
Houses, Dr. Bruce J. Hillman dissects the war of egos, money, academic power, and Hollywood clout
that advanced AIDS research even as it compromised the career of the scientist who discovered the
disease. At the beginning of the worldwide epidemic soon to be known as AIDS, Dr. Michael Gottlieb
was a young immunologist new to the faculty of UCLA Medical Center. In 1981 he was brought in to
consult on a battery of unusual cases: four formerly healthy gay men presenting with persistent
fever, weight loss, and highly unusual infections. Other physicians around the country had noted
similar clusters of symptoms, but it was Gottlieb who first realized that these patients had a new and
deadly disease. He also identified the defect in their immune system that allowed the disease to
flourish. He published his findings in a now-iconic lead article in the New England Journal of
Medicine - an impressive achievement for such a young scientist - and quickly became the focal point
of a whirlwind of panic, envy, desperation, and distrust that played out against a glittering
Hollywood backdrop. Courted by the media, the gay community, and the entertainment industry,
Gottlieb emerged as the medical face of the terrifying new epidemic when he became personal
physician to Rock Hudson, the first celebrity AIDS patient. With Elizabeth Taylor he cofounded the
charitable foundation amfAR, which advanced public awareness of AIDS and raised vast sums for
research, even as it struggled against political resistance that began with the Reagan administration
and trickled down through sedimentary layers of bureaucracy. Far from supporting him, the UCLA
medical establishment reacted with dismay to Gottlieb's early work on AIDS, believing it would
tarnish the reputation of the Medical Center. Denied promotion and tenure in 1987, Gottlieb left
UCLA for private practice just as the National Institutes of Health awarded the institution a $10



million grant for work he had pioneered there. In the thirty-five years since the discovery of AIDS,
research, prevention, and clinical care have advanced to the point that the disease is no longer the
death sentence it once was. Gottlieb's seminal article is now regarded by the New England Journal
of Medicine as one of the most significant publications of its two-hundred-year history. A Plague on
All Our Houses offers a ringside seat to one of the most important medical discoveries and
controversies of our time.
  rock hudson interview 1985: Secret City James Kirchick, 2022-05-31 The New York Times
Bestseller A New York Times Notable Book of 2022 Named one of Vanity Fair's “Best Books of 2022”
“Not since Robert Caro’s Years of Lyndon Johnson have I been so riveted by a work of history. Secret
City is not gay history. It is American history.” —George Stephanopoulos Washington, D.C., has
always been a city of secrets. Few have been more dramatic than the ones revealed in James
Kirchick’s Secret City. For decades, the specter of homosexuality haunted Washington. The mere
suggestion that a person might be gay destroyed reputations, ended careers, and ruined lives. At the
height of the Cold War, fear of homosexuality became intertwined with the growing threat of
international communism, leading to a purge of gay men and lesbians from the federal government.
In the fevered atmosphere of political Washington, the secret “too loathsome to mention” held
enormous, terrifying power. Utilizing thousands of pages of declassified documents, interviews with
over one hundred people, and material unearthed from presidential libraries and archives around
the country, Secret City is a chronicle of American politics like no other. Beginning with the tragic
story of Sumner Welles, Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s brilliant diplomatic advisor and the man at the
center of “the greatest national scandal since the existence of the United States,” James Kirchick
illuminates how homosexuality shaped each successive presidential administration through the end
of the twentieth century. Cultural and political anxiety over gay people sparked a decades-long witch
hunt, impacting everything from the rivalry between the CIA and the FBI to the ascent of Joseph
McCarthy, the struggle for Black civil rights, and the rise of the conservative movement. Among
other revelations, Kirchick tells of the World War II–era gay spymaster who pioneered seduction as a
tool of American espionage, the devoted aide whom Lyndon Johnson treated as a son yet abandoned
once his homosexuality was discovered, and how allegations of a “homosexual ring” controlling
Ronald Reagan nearly derailed his 1980 election victory. Magisterial in scope and intimate in detail,
Secret City will forever transform our understanding of American history.
  rock hudson interview 1985: Melodrama and Meaning Barbara Klinger, 1994-08-22
Melodrama and Meaning is a major addition to the new historical approach to film studies. Barbara
Klinger shows how institutions most associated with Hollywood cinema—academia, the film industry,
review journalism, star publicity, and the mass media—create meaning and ideological identity for
films. Chapters focus on Sirk's place in the development of film studies from the 1950s through the
1980s, as well as the history of the critical reception (both academic and popular) of Sirk's films, a
history that outlines journalism's role in public tastemaking. Other chapters are devoted to
Universal's selling of Written on the Wind, the machinery of star publicity and the changing image of
Rock Hudson, and the contemporary institutionalized camp response to Sirk that has resulted from
developments in mass culture.
  rock hudson interview 1985: The Perils of Pedagogy Brenda Longfellow, Scott MacKenzie,
Thomas Waugh, 2013-06-01 Whether addressing HIV/AIDS, the policing of bathroom sex,
censorship, or anti-globalization movements, John Greyson has imbued his work with cutting
humour, eroticism, and postmodern aesthetics. Mashing up high art, opera, community activism, and
pop culture, Greyson challenges his audience to consider new ways that images can intervene in
both political and public spheres. Emerging on the Toronto scene in the late 1970s, Greyson has
produced an eclectic, provocative, and award-winning body of work in film and video. The essays in
The Perils of Pedagogy range from personal meditations to provocative textual readings to studies of
the historical contexts in which the artist's works intervened politically as well as artistically.
Notable writers from a range of disciplines as well as prominent experimental and activist
filmmakers tackle questions of documentary ethics, moving image activism, and queer coalitional



politics raised by Greyson's work. Close to one hundred frame captures and stills from almost sixty
works, along with articles, speeches, and short scripts by Greyson - several never before published -
supplement the collection. Celebrating thirty years of passionate, brilliant, and affecting
moviemaking, The Perils of Pedagogy will fascinate both specialists and general readers interested
in media activism and advocacy, censorship, and freedom of expression.
  rock hudson interview 1985: AIDS in the UK Virginia Berridge, 1996-03-29 Fifteen years ago
the AIDS `epidemic' did not exist on the public agenda. In just over a decade the public and official
response to the disease has resulted in the development of a whole network of organizations devoted
to the study, containment, and practical treatment of AIDS. In this important and original analysis of
AIDS policy, Virginia Berridge examines the speed and nature of the official (and unofficial)
response to this new and critical historical event. The policy reaction in Britain passed through three
stages. From 1981-1986 the outbreak of a new contagious disease led to public alarm and social
stigmatization, with a lack of scientific certainty about the nature of the disorder. AIDS was a new
and open policy area - there were no established departmental, local, or health authority
mechanisms for dealing with the problem. This was a period of policy development from below, with
relatively little official action and many voluntary initiatives behind the scenes. This phase was
succeeded in 1986-1987 by a brief stage of quasi-wartime emergency, in which national politicians
and senior civil servants intervened, and a high-level political response emerged. The response was
a liberal one of `safe sex' and harm minimization rather than draconian notification or isolation of
carriers. The author demonstrates that despite the `Thatcher revolution'in government in the 1980s,
crisis could still stimulate a consensual response. The current period of `normalization' of the
disease sees panic levels subsiding as the rate of growth slows and the fear of the unknown recedes.
Official institutions have been established and formal procedures adopted and reviewed; paid
professionals have replaced the earlier volunteers. The 1990s have seen change in the liberal
consensus towards a harsher response and the partial repoliticization of AIDS. In this fascinating
and scholarly account, Virginia Berridge analyses a remarkable period in contemporary British
history, and exposes the reaction of the British political and medical elites, and of the British public
to one of the most challenging issues of this century.
  rock hudson interview 1985: David Bowie Made Me Gay Darryl W. Bullock, 2017-11-21
LGBT musicians have shaped the development of music over the last century, with a sexually
progressive soundtrack in the background of the gay community’s struggle for acceptance. With the
advent of recording technology, LGBT messages were for the first time brought to the forefront of
popular music. David Bowie Made Me Gay is the first book to cover the breadth of history of
recorded music by and for the LGBT community and how those records influenced the evolution of
the music we listen to today.
  rock hudson interview 1985: From Whispers to Shouts Elaine Schattner, 2023-03-07 It’s hard
today to remember how recently cancer was a silent killer, a dreaded disease about which people
rarely spoke in public. In hospitals and doctors’ offices, conversations about malignancy were
hushed and hope was limited. In this deeply researched book, Elaine Schattner reveals a sea
change—from before 1900 to the present day—in how ordinary people talk about cancer. From
Whispers to Shouts examines public perception of cancer through stories in newspapers and
magazines, social media, and popular culture. It probes the evolving relationship between journalists
and medical specialists and illuminates the role of women and charities that distributed medical
information. Schattner traces the origins of patient advocacy and activism from the 1920s onward,
highlighting how, while doctors have lost control of messages about cancer, survivors have gained
visibility and voice. The book’s final section lays out provocative questions facing the cancer
community today—including distrust of oncologists, concerns over financial burdens, and disparities
in cancer treatments and care. Schattner considers how patients and their loved ones struggle to
make decisions amid conflicting information and opinions. She explores the ramifications of so much
openness, good and bad, and asks: Has awareness backfired? Instead, Schattner contends, we need
greater understanding of cancer’s treatability.



  rock hudson interview 1985: Star Bodies and the Erotics of Suffering Rebecca Bell-Metereau,
Colleen Glenn, 2015-12-07 Star Bodies and the Erotics of Suffering offers film buffs, students, and
scholars a fresh take on casting, method acting, audience reception, and the tensions at play in our
fascination with an actor’s dual role as private individual and cultural icon.
  rock hudson interview 1985: AIDS Leanne K. Currie-McGhee, 2008-08-15 HIV, which is the
virus that causes AIDS, infects nearly 200,000 people a year. AIDS refers to the most advanced
stages of the HIV virus. This crucial edition provides thorough and balanced information on the topic
of AIDS. Readers will be prompted to think critically about it and how this illness impacts their peers
and community?.? Charts and detailed illustrations share important information that is easily used
for report writing and research.
  rock hudson interview 1985: The Liza Minnelli Scrapbook Scott Schechter, 2004 The
daughter of the beloved icon Judy Garland and the brilliant director Vincente Minnelli, Liza was
Hollywood royalty from the day she was born. This book examines the motivating force that has kept
Minnelli in the public eye and heart for five decades - her work. From Cabaret to Arrested
Development, Liza Minnelli continues to dazzle. In this love letter to her illustrious career award
winner Schacht covers it all - from New York, New York to her numerous Tony awards. With over
200 photographs and essays about every major performance this book is a feast for fans.
  rock hudson interview 1985: Falling in Love at the Movies Esther Zuckerman, 2024-12-03
Prepare to swoon, ugly cry, laugh, and fall in love with this officially licensed exploration of the
impact and legacy of one of film's most beloved genres from Turner Classic Movies: the rom-com.
Romantic comedies have had an incredible influence on popular culture, shaping everything from
how we think of relationships to fashion. Often swept aside in film history, these movies are thought
of as pure comfort viewing. Although they certainly provide those fuzzy feelings, they have also had
a significant artistic influence and cultural impact. Spanning decades of romantic comedies—from
movies of the 1930s such as It Happened One Night and the rom com craze of the 80s and 90s
including When Harry Met Sally...all the way to contemporary hits like Crazy Rich Asians, and
everything in between—Falling in Love at the Movies will make you fall in love (all over again) with
romantic comedies. Esther Zuckerman—accomplished entertainment journalist and member of the
New York Film Critic’s Circle—takes readers on a journey through the rom-com. She examines the
aspects that make us so drawn to these types of films, diving deep into the key auteurs—from
Preston Sturges to James L. Brooks to Nora Ephron and beyond—who both created and subverted
the canon. These directors, actors, and writers shaped the genre, establishing and also busting
traditional pillars and tenets of these movies such as the “Perfect Pair” or “The Man in Crisis” and
“The High Maintenance Woman.” Featuring full-color images from the films throughout, along the
way Zuckerman takes detours, explores iconic lines of dialogue (Who could forget Julia Roberts' “I’m
also just a girl, standing in front of a boy, asking him to love her” iconic moment from Notting Hill?)
to memorable scenes (the magical moment at the Empire State Building in Sleepless in Seattle) and
weaves in interviews of artists and romantic comedy fanatics in the industry. Looking beyond the
traditional rom-com, Zuckerman digs into the nooks and crannies, the films that buck the trend of
happily ever after, the ones that think beyond heteronormative narratives, and the indies that kept
the rom-com alive outside of the studio system, to offer a more comprehensive story of the rom-com
than has ever been seen before—and one that you’re bound to love. How’s that for a happy ending?
  rock hudson interview 1985: AIDS Elizabeth Fee, Daniel M. Fox, 2023-09-01 When AIDS was
first recognized in 1981, most experts believed that it was a plague, a virulent unexpected disease.
They thought AIDS, as a plague, would resemble the great epidemics of the past: it would be
devastating but would soon subside, perhaps never to return. By the middle 1980s, however, it
became increasingly clear that AIDS was a chronic infection, not a classic plague. In this follow-up to
AIDS: The Burdens of History, editors Elizabeth Fee and Daniel M. Fox present essays that describe
how AIDS has come to be regarded as a chronic disease. Representing diverse fields and
professions, the twenty-three contributors to this work use historical methods to analyze politics and
public policy, human rights issues, and the changing populations with HIV infection. They examine



the federal government's testing of drugs for cancer and HIV, and show how the policy makers'
choice of a specific historical model (chronic disease versus plague) affected their decisions. A
powerful photo essay reveals the strengths of women from various backgrounds and lifestyles who
are coping with HIV. A sensitive account of the complex relationships of the gay community to AIDS
is included. Finally, several contributors provide a sampling of international perspectives on the
impact of AIDS in other nations. When AIDS was first recognized in 1981, most experts believed that
it was a plague, a virulent unexpected disease. They thought AIDS, as a plague, would resemble the
great epidemics of the past: it would be devastating but would soon subside, perhaps neve
  rock hudson interview 1985: The Concise Columbia Dictionary of Quotations Robert
Andrews, 1989 A collection of over 6,000 remarks, witticisms, judgements, and observations.
  rock hudson interview 1985: The Politics of Popular Representation Kenneth MacKinnon,
1992 These, together with the emphasis on individual responsibility for health and material security
- not to mention resurgent machismo and a restored belief in the natural and unnatural - help to
explain the health disaster experienced in the United States, United Kingdom, and elsewhere. A
review of English-language cinematic entertainment of the eighties reveals that the health crisis was
scarcely alluded to, although such values as those of militarism, masculinity, and family loyalty were
addressed - whether supportively or critically. It is the argument of this book that the HIV virus and
AIDS are approached, if at all, only obliquely, particularly within the genre of the horror film, and
especially through those films dealing with corporeality or with lethal challenges to the traditional
nuclear family.
  rock hudson interview 1985: American Health Crisis Martin Halliwell, 2021-05-18 A history of
U.S. public health emergencies and how we can turn the tide. Despite enormous advances in
medical science and public health education over the last century, access to health care remains a
dominant issue in American life. U.S. health care is often hailed as the best in the world, yet the
public health emergencies of today often echo the public health emergencies of yesterday: consider
the Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918–19 and COVID-19, the displacement of the Dust Bowl and the
havoc of Hurricane Maria, the Reagan administration’s antipathy toward the AIDS epidemic and the
lack of accountability during the water crisis in Flint, Michigan. Spanning the period from the
presidency of Woodrow Wilson to that of Donald Trump, American Health Crisis illuminates
how—despite the elevation of health care as a human right throughout the world—vulnerable
communities in the United States continue to be victimized by structural inequalities across
disparate geographies, income levels, and ethnic groups. Martin Halliwell views contemporary
public health crises through the lens of historical and cultural revisionings, suturing individual
events together into a narrative of calamity that has brought us to our current crisis in health
politics. American Health Crisis considers the future of public health in the United States and,
presenting a reinvigorated concept of health citizenship, argues that now is the moment to act for
lasting change.
  rock hudson interview 1985: Between Rock and a Hard Place Robert Parker Mills, 2010-11
This book is about the first fear of AIDS case tried in America. It tells the untold story of the trial
that the general public heard nothing about. By telling the true story from the perspective of the
lawyer who actually represented the Estate of Rock Hudson it is hoped the reader, acting as the
13th juror, will see the gross injustice done to the late actor by Christian and Rock's alleged friend,
Mark Miller, as well as the court, the jury, and the press, all of which were blinded from the truth by
this newly discovered disease called AIDS. Marc Christian claimed he was given a death sentence
because Rock didn't tell him of his AIDS diagnosis and continued to have high risk sex with him. 25
years later Christian died not from HIV or AIDS. He was never HIV positive. How could this be if he
was telling the truth that he continued having anal sex with Hudson 3 to 5 times a week for 8
months after Rock was first told he had full blown AIDS? Christian was either superhuman and they
should clone his blood as a cure for AIDS, or he simply didn't tell the truth at trial, where Rock
Hudson could not defend himself because Christian waited until Rock died, and found out he wasn't
in his Will, before bringing his lawsuit.



  rock hudson interview 1985: 365 Gays of the Year (Plus 1 for a Leap Year) Lewis Laney,
2023-04-18 A fun and fascinating compendium of LGBTQ+ icons, one for every day of the year, and a
celebration of queer history – or as RuPaul would say; Herstory! Discover your queer hero and learn
something new every day with 365 Gays of the Year, an accessible and fun introduction to LGBTQ+
history through the people that made it. Carefully curated and thoughtfully researched, author Lewis
Laney assigns a person or group of note to each day of the year to form the ultimate LGBTQ+ hall of
fame. Legendary queer icons such as Marsha P Johnson and Freddie Mercury sit alongside lesser
known but equally important names such as activist Renée Cafiero, blood donor Barbara Vick, and
Sappho the lesbian poet (who was doing her thing in 570BC). All have contributed amazing
achievements to the LGBTQ+ story. Each month also features one ally - inspiring heterosexual
people who have all contributed something significant to the lives of the LGBTQ+ community.
People like Elizabeth Taylor who “brought AIDS out of the closet and into the ballroom – where there
was money to be raised”. Each entry comprises a short biography plus a brief explanation about why
that celebratory date represents an important milestone. Lewis brings international figures to life
(famous and lesser-known) with his witty and uplifting prose which are peppered with little-known
facts and accompanied by bright illustrative portraits from the hugely talented Charlotte
MacMillan-Scott. This witty, unique celebration of queer history promises to inspire and empower
readers with its wealth of bright stars.
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