
public policy and administration

public policy and administration are two interrelated fields that play a
critical role in shaping the governance and development of societies. Public
policy involves the creation of laws, regulations, and guidelines that
address societal issues, while public administration focuses on the
implementation and management of these policies through governmental and non-
governmental organizations. Together, these disciplines ensure that public
resources are utilized effectively to meet the needs of the population and
promote social welfare. This article explores the definitions, significance,
processes, challenges, and future trends in public policy and administration,
providing a comprehensive understanding of their impact on modern governance.
Additionally, it highlights the skills required for professionals in this
sector and the various career opportunities available. The following sections
will delve into these aspects in detail.
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Understanding Public Policy and Its Importance
Public policy refers to the set of principles and actions adopted by
governments to address public issues and achieve specific societal goals. It
encompasses laws, regulations, decisions, and programs formulated by
governmental bodies to guide the behavior of citizens and institutions. The
importance of public policy lies in its ability to shape economic, social,
and environmental outcomes by providing a framework for collective decision-
making and resource allocation.

Definition and Scope of Public Policy
Public policy is a deliberate system of guidelines and courses of action
taken by a government or institution aimed at solving problems or improving
conditions within society. It covers a broad range of sectors including
healthcare, education, environment, national security, and economic



development. Policy decisions impact everyday life and determine public
welfare and justice.

Significance of Public Policy
Effective public policy promotes social equity, enhances public services, and
supports sustainable development. It helps in addressing complex challenges
such as poverty, climate change, and public health crises by coordinating
efforts across various sectors. Moreover, public policy ensures
accountability and transparency in government operations, fostering trust
between citizens and institutions.

The Role of Public Administration in Governance
Public administration is the implementation arm of public policy, responsible
for managing public programs and services. It involves organizing government
agencies, allocating resources, and ensuring that policies are executed
efficiently and fairly. Administration serves as the link between
policymakers and the public, translating legislative intentions into
practical outcomes.

Functions of Public Administration
The primary functions of public administration include planning, organizing,
staffing, directing, coordinating, reporting, and budgeting. These activities
ensure that government operations run smoothly and respond to the needs of
the community. Public administrators also play a crucial role in policy
evaluation and feedback, helping to refine and improve policies over time.

Public Administration and Accountability
Accountability is a cornerstone of public administration, requiring
administrators to be answerable to elected officials, stakeholders, and the
public. Mechanisms such as audits, performance appraisals, and transparency
initiatives help maintain ethical standards and prevent misuse of public
resources. This fosters confidence in government institutions and enhances
democratic governance.

Policy Formulation and Implementation Process
The development and execution of public policy involve a systematic process
that ensures policies are well-designed and effectively applied. This process
is integral to achieving desired social outcomes and involves multiple stages
and actors.



Stages of Policy Formulation
Policy formulation typically includes the following stages:

Problem Identification: Recognizing and defining the issue that requires
government intervention.

Agenda Setting: Prioritizing issues and gaining political attention.

Policy Development: Crafting possible solutions and alternatives.

Consultation: Engaging stakeholders, experts, and the public for input.

Decision Making: Selecting the most viable policy option for
implementation.

Implementation and Evaluation
Once a policy is formulated, public administration takes charge of its
implementation, which involves resource allocation, coordination among
agencies, and service delivery. Continuous monitoring and evaluation assess
the policy’s effectiveness and impact, providing data to inform future policy
adjustments or revisions.

Challenges in Public Policy and Administration
Despite its crucial role, public policy and administration face several
challenges that can hinder their effectiveness. Understanding these obstacles
is essential for improving governance and policy outcomes.

Complexity and Uncertainty
Modern policy issues are often complex and interconnected, making it
difficult to predict outcomes accurately. Uncertainty in social, economic,
and political environments can affect policy stability and implementation.

Resource Constraints
Limited financial, human, and technological resources can restrict the
capacity of public administration to deliver services efficiently. Budget
cuts and competing priorities necessitate careful resource management.



Political and Bureaucratic Challenges
Political interference, bureaucratic inertia, and lack of coordination among
agencies may delay or distort policy implementation. Conflicting interests
and power dynamics within governments can complicate decision-making
processes.

Public Engagement and Transparency
Ensuring meaningful public participation and maintaining transparency remain
ongoing challenges. Without adequate engagement, policies may fail to reflect
the needs and preferences of the population, leading to reduced legitimacy
and compliance.

Future Trends in Public Policy and
Administration
The fields of public policy and administration are evolving in response to
technological advancements, globalization, and changing societal
expectations. Anticipating future trends helps governments and practitioners
adapt and innovate.

Digital Governance and E-Government
The integration of digital technologies in public administration enhances
service delivery, data management, and citizen engagement. E-government
initiatives facilitate transparency, reduce corruption, and improve
efficiency in public sector operations.

Sustainability and Inclusive Policies
Increasing emphasis is placed on sustainable development and inclusive
policymaking that addresses social inequalities and environmental concerns.
Policies are progressively designed to balance economic growth with social
justice and ecological preservation.

Evidence-Based Policymaking
The use of data analytics, research, and impact assessments informs more
effective policy decisions. Evidence-based approaches help identify best
practices and optimize resource allocation.



Career Opportunities and Skills Required
Careers in public policy and administration offer diverse opportunities in
government agencies, non-profit organizations, international institutions,
and private sector consultancies. Professionals in this field contribute to
policymaking, program management, research, and advocacy.

Key Skills for Public Policy and Administration
Professionals
Effective practitioners require a combination of analytical, communication,
and leadership skills. Important competencies include:

Policy analysis and evaluation

Project and program management

Stakeholder engagement and negotiation

Ethical judgment and accountability

Data literacy and technological proficiency

Typical Career Paths
Common career options include policy analyst, public administrator, program
coordinator, legislative assistant, and research consultant. Advanced degrees
and specialized training in public administration or public policy often
enhance career prospects and advancement opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of public policy in modern
governance?
Public policy is crucial in modern governance as it provides a framework for
decision-making and implementation that addresses societal issues, promotes
public welfare, and ensures effective allocation of resources.

How does public administration differ from public



policy?
Public policy refers to the principles and guidelines formulated to address
public issues, while public administration involves the implementation and
management of these policies through government agencies and institutions.

What role do stakeholders play in public policy
formulation?
Stakeholders, including citizens, interest groups, and government officials,
contribute to public policy formulation by providing input, advocating for
interests, and influencing decisions to ensure policies are effective and
representative.

How has technology impacted public administration?
Technology has transformed public administration by improving service
delivery, enhancing transparency, enabling data-driven decision-making, and
facilitating communication between government and citizens.

What are the challenges in implementing public
policy effectively?
Challenges include bureaucratic inefficiencies, limited resources, political
opposition, lack of stakeholder engagement, and difficulties in monitoring
and evaluation.

How does public policy address social equity?
Public policy aims to promote social equity by designing and implementing
programs that reduce disparities, protect vulnerable populations, and ensure
equal access to opportunities and resources.

What is the importance of ethics in public
administration?
Ethics in public administration ensures that government officials act with
integrity, accountability, and transparency, fostering public trust and
preventing corruption.

How do globalization trends influence public policy
and administration?
Globalization influences public policy and administration by necessitating
cooperation across borders, adapting policies to global standards, and
addressing transnational issues such as climate change and trade.



What are the emerging trends in public policy
research?
Emerging trends include the use of big data analytics, emphasis on
sustainability, participatory governance, policy innovation labs, and
integrating behavioral insights into policy design.

Additional Resources
1. Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the field of public policy,
combining theoretical frameworks with practical analysis. It covers the
policy-making process, policy analysis techniques, and the role of political
institutions. Readers gain insight into how policies are formulated,
implemented, and evaluated in various governmental contexts.

2. Understanding Public Administration
A foundational text in public administration, this book explores the
principles, structures, and functions of public sector organizations. It
discusses bureaucratic theory, organizational behavior, and the challenges of
governance in modern societies. The author also examines the impact of public
administration on policy outcomes and public service delivery.

3. Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making
This influential work challenges traditional rational approaches to policy
analysis by highlighting the political and often ambiguous nature of
decision-making. It emphasizes the role of values, symbols, and narratives in
shaping public policy debates. The book encourages readers to recognize the
complexities and contradictions inherent in policy processes.

4. Public Administration: An Action Orientation
Focusing on practical application, this book equips students and
practitioners with tools and strategies for effective public management. It
covers topics such as leadership, budgeting, human resources, and ethics in
the public sector. Case studies and real-world examples illustrate how
administrators can navigate challenges and improve organizational
performance.

5. Street-Level Bureaucracy: Dilemmas of the Individual in Public Services
This classic text analyzes the critical role of frontline public service
workers in implementing policy. It explores how street-level bureaucrats
exercise discretion and cope with resource constraints while interacting with
citizens. The book sheds light on the micro-level dynamics that influence the
success or failure of public programs.

6. Collaborative Governance: Private Roles for Public Goals in Turbulent
Times
Addressing the growing trend of collaboration between government, private
sector, and civil society, this book examines frameworks for effective



partnership and governance. It discusses strategies for building trust,
managing conflicts, and achieving shared objectives. The text is particularly
relevant for understanding governance in complex policy environments.

7. The Public Policy Process
This text provides a detailed overview of the stages involved in policy
development, from agenda-setting to evaluation. It integrates theory with
empirical examples to demonstrate how policies evolve over time. The book
also considers the influence of institutions, interest groups, and public
opinion on policy outcomes.

8. Ethics in Public Administration: A Philosophical Approach
Focusing on the ethical dimensions of public service, this book explores
moral theories and their application to administrative decision-making. It
addresses issues such as accountability, transparency, and the public
interest. Readers are encouraged to critically assess ethical dilemmas faced
by public officials in diverse contexts.

9. Governance Networks in Public Administration and Public Policy
This book investigates the rise of networked governance structures and their
implications for public administration. It examines how interconnected actors
collaborate across sectors to design and implement policies. The text
highlights both the opportunities and challenges presented by network
governance in contemporary public management.
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knowledge. Expanded and updated, the second edition includes over a thousand of new entries
representing the most current research in public administration, public policy, governance,
nonprofit and nongovernmental organizations, and management covering such important sub-areas
as: 1. organization theory, behavior, change and development; 2. administrative theory and practice;
3. Bureaucracy; 4. public budgeting and financial management; 5. public economy and public
management 6. public personnel administration and labor-management relations; 7. crisis and
emergency management; 8. institutional theory and public administration; 9. law and regulations;
10. ethics and accountability; 11. public governance and private governance; 12. Nonprofit
management and nongovernmental organizations; 13. Social, health, and environmental policy
areas; 14. pandemic and crisis management; 15. administrative and governance reforms; 16.
comparative public administration and governance; 17. globalization and international issues; 18.
performance management; 19. geographical areas of the world with country-focused entries like
Japan, China, Latin America, Europe, Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Russia and Eastern Europe,
North America; and 20. a lot more. Relevant to professionals, experts, scholars, general readers,
researchers, policy makers and manger, and students worldwide, this work will serve as the most
viable global reference source for those looking for an introduction and advance knowledge to the
field.
  public policy and administration: Encyclopedia of Public Administration and Public
Policy: A-J Jack Rabin, 2003 From the Nuremberg trials to the Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 to
recent budget reconciliation bills, the Encyclopedia of Public Administration and Public Policy
provides detailed coverage of watershed policies and decisions from such fields as privatization,
biomedical ethics, education, and diversity. This second edition features a wide range of new topics,
including military administration, government procurement, social theory, and justice administration
in developed democracies. It also addresses current issues such as the creation of the Department of
Homeland Security and covers public administration in the Middle East, Africa, Southeast Asia, the
Pacific, and Latin America.
  public policy and administration: Why Public Service Matters R. Durant, 2014-10-02 Why
Public Service Matters conveys the importance, purpose, and nobility of a career as a civil servant in
the United States. It does so, however, with an unflinching eye on the realpolitik that drives public
administration in America's compensatory state and on the pitfalls of reformers' focus on
bureaucratic, rather than democratic, administration. The book links the nation's ability to handle
contemporary policy problems with the strategic, tactical, and normative quality of public
management. In doing so, it offers newcomers a rare, concise, and accessible overview of the field.
Readers will gain an appreciation for the challenges, choices, and opportunities facing public
managers as they help advance a sense of common purpose informed by democratic constitutional
values in twenty-first century America.
  public policy and administration: International Encyclopedia of Public Policy and
Administration Volume 3 Jay Shafritz, 2019-03-01 This is the third volume of a four-volume
encyclopaedia which combines public administration and policy and contains approximately 900
articles by over 300 specialists. This Volume covers entries from L to Q. It covers all of the core
concepts, terms and processes of applied behavioural science, budgeting, comparative public
administration, develop
  public policy and administration: International Encyclopedia of Public Policy and
Administration Volume 1 Jay Shafritz, 2019-03-01 This is the first volume of a four-volume
encyclopaedia which combines public administration and policy and contains approximately 900
articles by over 300 specialists. This Volume covers entries from A to C. It covers all of the core
concepts, terms and processes of applied behavioural science, budgeting, comparative public
administration, develo
  public policy and administration: Encyclopedia of Public Administration and Public
Policy - 5 Volume Set Domonic A. Bearfield, Evan Berman, Melvin J. Dubnick, 2020-08-14 Now in
its third edition, Encyclopedia of Public Administration and Public Policy remains the definitive



source for article-length presentations spanning the fields of public administration and public policy.
It includes entries for: Budgeting Bureaucracy Conflict resolution Countries and regions Court
administration Gender issues Health care Human resource management Law Local government
Methods Organization Performance Policy areas Policy-making process Procurement State
government Theories This revamped five-volume edition is a reconceptualization of the first edition
by Jack Rabin. It incorporates over 225 new entries and over 100 revisions, including a range of
contributions and updates from the renowned academic and practitioner leaders of today as well as
the next generation of top scholars. The entries address topics in clear and coherent language and
include references to additional sources for further study.
  public policy and administration: The Oxford Handbook of Classics in Public Policy and
Administration Steven J. Balla, Martin Lodge, Edward C. Page, 2015-03-26 This Handbook brings
together a collection of leading international authors to reflect on the influence of central
contributions, or classics, that have shaped the development of the field of public policy and
administration. The Handbook reflects on a wide range of key contributions to the field, selected on
the basis of their international and wider disciplinary impact. Focusing on classics that contributed
significantly to the field over the second half of the 20th century, it offers insights into works that
have explored aspects of the policy process, of particular features of bureaucracy, and of
administrative and policy reforms. Each classic is discussed by a leading international scholars. They
offer unique insights into the ways in which individual classics have been received in scholarly
debates and disciplines, how classics have shaped evolving research agendas, and how the
individual classics continue to shape contemporary scholarly debates. In doing so, this volume offers
a novel approach towards considering the various central contributions to the field. The Handbook
offers students of public policy and administration state-of-the-art insights into the enduring impact
of key contributions to the field.
  public policy and administration: Politics and Administration Rabin, 1984-01-30 Marking the
97th anniversary of Woodrow Wilson's landmark The Study of Administration, this major work
focuses on Wilson, his times, and his widely discussed politics-administration di-chotomy. The 21
distinguished contributors-brought together after a nationwide search for the finest writ-ing on this
topic-weave a unique text that offers a single-source reference investigating the study as well as the
practice of public administration ... presents a cohesive, original ac count of the subject by
concentrating on Wilson's contributions-an approach superior to that of the ordinary text ... and
spotlights key current issues and challenges resulting from obser vations made during Wilson's era.
Politics and Administration provides such an exceptional perspective of this field that it is sure to
attain rapid recognition as the ideal textbook for graduate-level introductory public admin-istration
or management, political science, and American history courses. What is more, ongo-ing
examinations of public administration make this volume a requisite reference for political scientists,
historians, public administrators, politicians, and sociologists.
  public policy and administration: Context in Public Policy and Management Christopher
Pollitt, 2013-10-31 Context in Public Policy and Management will prove insightful to academics, as
well as to advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students in government, public policy, public
management, public administration and political science.
  public policy and administration: Handbook of Public Administration, Third Edition W.
Bartley Hildreth, Gerald J. Miller, Jack Rabin, 2006-11-14 Since the publication of the previous
edition, the best-selling Handbook of Public Administration enters its third edition with substantially
revised, updated, and expanded coverage of public administration history, theory, and practice.
Edited by preeminent authorities in the field, this work is unparalleled in its thorough coverage and
comprehensive references. This handbook examines the major areas in public administration
including public budgeting and financial management, human resourcemanagement, decision
making, public law and regulation, and political economy. Providing a strong platform for further
research and advancement in the field, this book is a necessity for anyone involved in public
administration, policy, and management. This edition includes entirely new chapters on information



technology and conduct of inquiry. In each area of public administration, there are two bibliographic
treatises written from different perspectives. The first examines the developments in the field. The
second analyzes theories, concepts, or ideas in the field’s literature.
  public policy and administration: International Encyclopedia of Public Policy and
Administration Volume 4 Jay Shafritz, 1968-01-21 This invaluable source goes beyond any existing
reference work regarding public policy and government affairs. It provides for the first time a
comprehensive tool that covers the international integration of the literature on public policy and
administration. The information found within includes concepts, practices, issues, and theories that
inform and define contemporary public policy making, analysis, evaluation, management, and
implementation. This source contains more than 850 articles from over 400 professionals covering
topics from absenteeism to zoning. Each entry includes a thorough description of the topic, an
explanation of its historical significance and a bibliography--Outstanding Reference Sources : the
1999 Selection of New Titles, American Libraries, May 1999. Comp. by the Reference Sources
Committee, RUSA, ALA
  public policy and administration: International Encyclopedia Of Public Policy And
Administration Jay Shafritz, 1997-11-13 Public administration—the implementation side of
government—is becoming an increasingly international discipline. Public policy—the decisionmaking
side of modern government—has often been segregated from the administration of policy decisions.
This four-volume encyclopedia is the first major international and comprehensive reference to
combine public administration and policy in a single work.Containing approximately 900 articles by
over 300 experts, the International Encyclopedia of Public Policy and Administration covers all of the
core concepts, terms, and processes of the following areas: applied behavioral science, budgeting,
comparative public administration, development administration, industrial/organizational
psychology, industrial policy, international trade, labor relations, management, nonprofit
management, organization theory and behavior, policy analysis, political economy, political science,
public administration, public finance, public law, public management, public personnel
administration, public policy, and taxation.The reader will also find entries on individuals who made
significant intellectual and technical contributions to the development of public policy and
administration, such as Louis Brownlow, John Maynard Keynes, and Leonard White; significant
organizations such as the American Society for Public Administration, the International Institute of
Administrative Sciences, and the National Academy of Public Administration; and historically
important committees or commissions, such as the Fulton Committee in Great Britain or the Hoover
Commission in the United States.Each article tackles its subject from a generic perspective with
examples from as wide a range of states as practical. Typically, an article deals with historical and
theoretical developments, then explains how relevant concepts and practices are applied in varying
cultures, such as the United States, Western Europe, or Asia, and in varying regimes, such as
presidential, parliamentary, or monarchical. An underlying theme of the encyclopedia is that the
various aspects of public administration in all developed states are essentially the same.The
International Encyclopedia of Public Policy and Administration presents the best of modern
scholarship in an accessible form for an international audience. It is designed so that its contents—a
combination of historical and descriptive articles, procedural presentations, and interpretive
essays—will be accessible to the general reader as well as of interest to the specialist. Destined to
become the basic reference book for public policy and administration, this encyclopedia will be an
invaluable resource for students, teachers, and practitioners throughout the world.
  public policy and administration: Bureaucracy and Self-Government Brian J. Cook,
1996-11-20 For more than two centuries, argues Brian J. Cook in Bureaucracy and Self-Government,
two conceptions of public administration have coexisted in American politics: the instrumental
(bureaucracy's job is to carry out the orders of elected officials) and the constitutive (bureaucracy
shapes public policy and thus the character of the political community). Through an examination of
key conflicts in American political development—from the debates of 1789 through the Jacksonian
era controversies and the confrontations of the New Deal—Cook shows how these two views of



public administration have been in constant tension, with the instrumental view eventually
dominating public discourse.
  public policy and administration: Advanced Introduction to Public Policy B. Guy Peters,
2015-04-30 Making effective public policies is a difficult task, but considering policymaking as a
problem of design analogous to architecture or engineering can assist in that process. This book
outlines three vital components of policy design: understanding the
  public policy and administration: International Encyclopedia of Public Policy and
Administration Volume 1 Jay Shafritz, 2020-10-18 This encyclopedia includes entries on the
concepts, issues and theories starting with alphabets A to C that define public policymaking,
evaluation, management and implementation. It also includes entries on the individuals,
commissions and organizations that have contributed to these fields.
  public policy and administration: Strategies for Governing Alasdair Roberts, 2020-01-15 With
the fields of public administration and public management suffering a crisis of relevance, Alasdair
Roberts offers a provocative assessment of their shortfalls. The two fields, he finds, no longer
address urgent questions of governance in a turbulent and dangerous world. Strategies for
Governing offers a new path forward for research, teaching, and practice. Leaders of states, Roberts
writes, are constantly reinventing strategies for governing. Experts in public administration must
give advice on the design as well as execution of strategies that effective, robust, and principled.
Strategies for Governing challenges us to reinvigorate public administration and public
management, preparing the fields for the challenges of the twenty-first century.
  public policy and administration: The Public Administration Theory Primer H. George
Frederickson, Kevin B. Smith, Christopher W. Larimer, Michael J. Licari, 2015-07-28 A
comprehensive guide to the key theories in contemporary public administration, from rational choice
to postmodern approaches. ...
  public policy and administration: Public Management as Art, Science, and Profession
Laurence E. Lynn, 1996 This work asserts that public servants are influential enough, in theory and
in practice, to justify public management as an organized discipline for scholarship and teaching.
Describing public managers as the human capital of the government executive capacity, it argues for
establishing intellectual foundations for advising them in their work, which is vital for democracy
and for the credibility of democratic institutions. The book offers an analysis of the relationship
between theory and practice in public management and the role of universities in creating and
sustaining that relationship. It asks under what circumstances, and how, executives make a
difference to the success of public policy and public agencies, and argues that success requires both
a value-laden and an analytical approach.
  public policy and administration: Handbook of American Public Administration Edmund C.
Stazyk, H. George Frederickson, 2018-10-26 'Currently, public administration as art and science
ponders a challenging and uncertain future. Thus, no better time exists to take stock and ponder the
practical and theoretical value of its topical coverage to date. Stazyk and Frederickson have
assembled an eclectic and impressive group of senior and junior scholars to join them in this
intellectual exercise. Collectively, the contributors offer a stiletto-like dissection of where and how
the field's energy has been expended, what knowledge it has produced, what its limitations are, and
where future energies might best be expended. Kudos to all.' - Robert F. Durant, American
University, US This forward-thinking Handbook draws on the expertise of established and emerging
scholars to provide a comprehensive review of the current state and future direction of theory and
practice in US public administration. Chapters offer a cross-disciplinary, holistic review of the field,
pulling together leaders from subfields such as public administration, public and nonprofit
management, finance, human resource management, networks, nonprofits, policy, and politics.
Chapter authors conclude that the field is intellectually rich and highly nuanced, but also identify
numerous opportunities for growth and expansion in the coming years. The Handbook charts an
agenda for future research in the field. TheHandbook of American Public Administrationis geared
toward academics, researchers, and advanced graduate students. As an authoritative text on the



history and state of US public administration, it proves equally suitable for national and international
audiences. Practitioners who may be looking for background information or state-of-the-art
knowledge about practice will also benefit from this Handbook. Contributors include: G. Arnold, G.A.
Brewer, B.J. Cook, R.S. Davis, L. DeHart-Davis, M.D. Farnworth, P.S. Federman, S. Fernandez, H.G.
Frederickson, H. Getha-Taylor, R.K. Ghere, D. Hatmaker, K. Hendren, C.J. Hill, N. Humphrey, K.R.
Isett, S. Jo, J.E. Kellough, S.Y. Kim, Y. Kim, L. Langbein, M. Leighninger, L.E. Lynn, Jr., D.S.T.
Matkin, B. Merriman, C.C. Merritt, A.V. Moldavanova, T. Nabatchi, S. Nicholson-Crotty, R. O'Leary,
Z.W. Oberfield, A. Osorio, S.K. Pandey, Y.J. Park, S. Portillo, B.A. Radin, W.G. Resh, R.L. St. Clair,
J.R. Sandfort, L.M. Shimek, A.E. Smith, S.R. Smith, E.C. Stazyk, S. Webeck, E.S. Zeemering, H.L.
Zook
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peer-reviewed academic journal that covers the field of public administration. The editors-in-chief
are Alessandro Sancino (The Open
Master's in Public Policy and Administration Northwestern’s master's in public policy and
administration offers a unique and comprehensive opportunity to delve into both the administrative
and analytical sides of policy. This holistic
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