prisoners of childhood summary

prisoners of childhood summary provides an insightful examination of Alice Miller’s influential
work on childhood trauma and its long-lasting effects on adult psychology. This article offers a
detailed overview of the main themes and findings presented in Miller's book, highlighting the
psychological impact of abusive parenting and societal denial. The summary explores how early
childhood experiences, particularly those involving emotional and physical abuse, can imprison
individuals in patterns of suffering and dysfunction. It also discusses Miller’s critique of traditional
psychoanalysis and her emphasis on the importance of acknowledging and confronting childhood
pain. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the book's core arguments, as well as the
therapeutic implications for breaking free from the "prison" of childhood trauma. The article is
structured to cover the key concepts, the psychological consequences, and the pathways toward
healing described in "Prisoners of Childhood."
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The Core Concepts of Prisoners of Childhood

Alice Miller’s Prisoners of Childhood centers on the premise that many adult psychological problems
stem from unresolved childhood trauma. The book introduces the concept that children who suffer
abuse or neglect become "prisoners" of their early experiences, which shape their emotional and
psychological development in profound ways. Miller asserts that these childhood wounds are often
hidden beneath layers of denial and repression, preventing individuals from recognizing the root
causes of their pain. This section explores Miller’s foundational ideas, including the nature of
childhood trauma, the mechanisms of repression, and the long-term effects on personality formation.

Understanding Childhood Trauma

According to Miller, childhood trauma is not limited to overt physical abuse but includes emotional
neglect, manipulation, and the betrayal of trust by caregivers. She explains that children depend on
their parents for safety and affection, and when this trust is violated, it results in deep psychological
scars. These early wounds often remain unconscious, influencing behavior, emotional responses, and
relationships in adulthood.



The Concept of Being "Prisoners"

The metaphor of being "prisoners" captures the idea that individuals are trapped by their
unacknowledged childhood experiences. This imprisonment manifests as compulsive patterns,
internal conflicts, and emotional suffering that persist despite conscious efforts to overcome them.
Miller emphasizes that liberation from this prison requires confronting and understanding these
hidden childhood realities.

Psychological Impact of Childhood Trauma

The psychological consequences of childhood trauma, as detailed in Prisoners of Childhood, include a
range of emotional and behavioral issues. Miller discusses how early abuse leads to feelings of shame,
guilt, and low self-worth. These emotions often contribute to depression, anxiety, and difficulties in
forming healthy relationships. This section delves into the specific ways trauma affects mental health
and the mechanisms by which it perpetuates suffering.

Emotional Repression and Its Effects

Miller highlights repression as a key psychological defense mechanism. Children repress painful
memories and emotions to survive abusive environments. However, this repression later results in
emotional numbness and dissociation, hindering authentic emotional expression and connection with
others.

Adult Behavioral Patterns

The book explains that many maladaptive adult behaviors, such as addiction, self-harm, or
dysfunctional relationships, can be traced back to unresolved childhood trauma. These behaviors are
often unconscious attempts to cope with or reenact early pain, perpetuating a cycle of suffering.

Critique of Traditional Psychoanalysis

A significant aspect of Miller's work is her critique of classical psychoanalytic theories, particularly
those that minimize or overlook childhood abuse. She argues that traditional psychoanalysis often
blames the victim or interprets symptoms symbolically without addressing the factual reality of
trauma. This section examines Miller’'s challenges to psychoanalytic dogma and her call for a more
truthful and compassionate approach.

The Denial of Childhood Abuse

Miller criticizes psychoanalysts who dismiss or rationalize childhood abuse as fantasy or
misinterpretation. She contends that this denial protects societal and familial structures at the
expense of the survivor’s healing, effectively silencing victims and perpetuating trauma across
generations.



Advocating for Truth and Recognition

Instead of repression and denial, Miller advocates for honest acknowledgment of childhood suffering.
She emphasizes that healing begins with recognizing the truth of abuse and validating the child’s
experience, which traditional psychoanalysis often fails to do.

The Role of Society and Family Dynamics

Prisoners of Childhood also explores how societal norms and family systems contribute to the
concealment and perpetuation of childhood trauma. Miller discusses the cultural taboos surrounding
child abuse and the collective inclination to protect parental authority, often at the child's expense.
This section investigates how these factors create an environment where victims remain invisible and
unsupported.

Family as a System of Denial

Families frequently engage in denial to maintain harmony and protect their image. Miller explains that
this systemic denial fosters an environment where abuse can continue unchecked and victims feel
isolated. The family’s refusal to acknowledge abuse compounds the child’s suffering and hampers
recovery.

Societal Taboos and Their Consequences

Society’s reluctance to confront the reality of child abuse perpetuates silence and stigma. Miller
highlights how these taboos prevent public discourse and effective intervention, leaving many victims
without the support they need. This cultural silence reinforces the metaphorical prison in which
survivors remain confined.

Therapeutic Approaches and Healing

In the final section of Prisoners of Childhood, Miller outlines pathways to healing from childhood
trauma. She emphasizes the importance of psychotherapy that validates the survivor’s experience
and helps them process repressed emotions. This section describes therapeutic strategies aimed at
breaking the cycle of trauma and achieving emotional freedom.

The Importance of Acknowledgment

Acknowledging and verbalizing childhood abuse is the first step toward healing. Miller stresses that
survivors must be allowed to reclaim their truth without judgment or minimization. Therapy provides a
safe space for this essential process.



Techniques for Emotional Recovery

Therapeutic methods recommended by Miller include expressive therapies, trauma-focused
counseling, and approaches that emphasize empathy and validation. These techniques help
individuals reconnect with their authentic emotions and dismantle the internalized defenses built to
survive childhood pain.

Steps Toward Freedom

Healing involves gradual steps that lead to increased self-awareness, emotional regulation, and
healthier relationships. Miller's work encourages survivors to break free from the psychological chains
of their past and build a life grounded in truth and self-compassion.

e Recognition of childhood abuse and trauma

¢ Understanding the psychological impact and behavior patterns
e Critique and reform of traditional psychoanalytic approaches

e Addressing family and societal denial

e Therapeutic validation and emotional processing

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Prisoners of Childhood' by Alice
Miller?

The main theme of 'Prisoners of Childhood' is the lasting impact of childhood trauma and abuse on
adult life and the importance of acknowledging and healing from these experiences.

Who is the author of 'Prisoners of Childhood'?

The author of 'Prisoners of Childhood' is Alice Miller, a renowned psychologist and psychoanalyst.

What does 'Prisoners of Childhood' reveal about the effects of
childhood abuse?

‘Prisoners of Childhood' reveals that childhood abuse can lead to deep psychological wounds,
affecting an individual's behavior, relationships, and emotional well-being throughout their life.



How does Alice Miller describe the concept of being a
‘prisoner of childhood'?

Alice Miller describes being a 'prisoner of childhood' as being trapped by the unresolved pain and
repression of traumatic childhood experiences, which limit personal growth and freedom in adulthood.

What role do parents play in the narrative of 'Prisoners of
Childhood'?

In 'Prisoners of Childhood,' parents are often depicted as the primary source of childhood trauma,
whether through neglect, abuse, or emotional repression, which shapes the child's future
psychological state.

Does 'Prisoners of Childhood' offer any solutions for
overcoming childhood trauma?

Yes, 'Prisoners of Childhood' emphasizes the importance of facing and acknowledging childhood pain
honestly and seeking therapeutic healing to break free from the emotional imprisonment of past
trauma.

Is 'Prisoners of Childhood' based on case studies or
theoretical analysis?

'Prisoners of Childhood' combines both case studies from Alice Miller's clinical practice and theoretical
analysis to illustrate the psychological effects of childhood abuse.

How has 'Prisoners of Childhood' influenced modern
psychology?

'Prisoners of Childhood' has significantly influenced modern psychology by highlighting the
importance of childhood experiences in shaping adult mental health and advocating for trauma-
informed therapy.

What audience is 'Prisoners of Childhood' intended for?

'Prisoners of Childhood' is intended for both mental health professionals and general readers
interested in understanding the impact of childhood trauma and the journey toward healing.

Can 'Prisoners of Childhood' help survivors of childhood
abuse?

Yes, 'Prisoners of Childhood' can help survivors of childhood abuse by providing insight into their
experiences, validating their feelings, and encouraging them to seek healing and personal growth.



Additional Resources

1. Prisoners of Childhood: The Drama of the Gifted Child by Alice Miller

This groundbreaking book explores the lasting impact of childhood trauma and emotional neglect on
adult life. Miller argues that many psychological problems stem from unmet emotional needs and
repressed feelings during childhood. She emphasizes the importance of recognizing and confronting
these hidden wounds to achieve genuine healing and self-awareness.

2. The Drama of the Gifted Child by Alice Miller

In this classic work, Miller delves into the struggles faced by children who are praised for their
achievements but neglected emotionally. The book reveals how these children grow into adults who
are disconnected from their true feelings and needs. Miller advocates for compassionate self-
reflection and breaking free from the chains of childhood repression.

3. Healing the Child Within by Charles L. Whitfield

This book focuses on the concept of the "inner child" and how childhood experiences shape adult
behavior and emotional health. Whitfield provides practical exercises to reconnect with and heal the
wounded child inside. The approach helps readers understand their emotional patterns and develop
healthier relationships with themselves and others.

4. The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and Body in the Healing of Trauma by Bessel van der Kolk
Van der Kolk explores how trauma, often rooted in early childhood, affects the brain and body. The
book combines neuroscience and psychology to explain why traditional talk therapy may not be
enough for trauma survivors. It offers innovative treatments to help individuals reclaim their lives and
heal from deep-seated wounds.

5. Adult Children of Emotionally Immature Parents by Lindsay C. Gibson

This book examines the struggles faced by adults who grew up with emotionally immature or
unavailable parents. Gibson highlights common patterns such as low self-esteem, difficulty setting
boundaries, and emotional confusion. The author provides strategies to break free from childhood
limitations and foster emotional independence.

6. The Emotionally Absent Mother by Jasmin Lee Cori

Cori discusses the impact of having a mother who is emotionally unavailable or neglectful. The book
explores how this experience shapes a child's emotional development and adult relationships. It offers
practical advice for healing and creating a more fulfilling emotional life.

7. Complex PTSD: From Surviving to Thriving by Pete Walker

Walker addresses the effects of prolonged childhood trauma and neglect, known as Complex PTSD.
The book explains symptoms such as emotional flashbacks, shame, and self-sabotage. It provides
tools and techniques for survivors to regain control and build resilience.

8. Running on Empty: Overcome Your Childhood Emotional Neglect by Jonice Webb

Webb introduces the concept of childhood emotional neglect and its hidden impact on adult life. The
book helps readers recognize signs of emotional neglect and understand how it influences their self-
worth and relationships. It offers strategies to nurture the emotional self and foster healing.

9. It Didn’t Start with You: How Inherited Family Trauma Shapes Who We Are by Mark Wolynn

Wolynn explores the theory of inherited family trauma and how unresolved childhood issues can pass
down through generations. The book combines scientific research with therapeutic insights to help
readers identify and break free from these cycles. It emphasizes the importance of understanding



family history to achieve emotional freedom.
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prisoners of childhood summary: Mountjoy Prisoners Paul O'Mahony, 1997

prisoners of childhood summary: Children Behind Bars Carolyne Willow, 2015-02-11 Every
day children exiled to prison are exposed to abusive and neglectful treatment, yet their plight is
hidden. Based on wide-ranging research and first-person interviews, this passionately argued book
presents the shocking truth about the lives and deaths of children in custody. Drawing on human
rights legislation and progress in the care and treatment of vulnerable children elsewhere, it
outlines the harsh realities of penal child custody including hunger, denial of fresh air, cramped and
dirty cells, strip-searching, segregation, the authorised infliction of severe pain, uncivilised
conditions for suicidal children and ever-present violence and intimidation. The issues are explored
through the lens of protection, not punishment, and the author finds there can be only one
conclusion: child prisons must close. Providing a compelling manifesto for urgent and radical
change, this book should be read by everyone who cares about child protection and human rights.

prisoners of childhood summary: The Prison Experience Merry Morash, Pamela J. Schram,
2002-12-02 Confined to an institution and further burdened by patriarchal assumptions and
stereotypes, incarcerated women struggle to retain a sense of self-worth for themselves and often
for their children. Scholarship on the subject typically has either ignored or trivialized the role of
gender as an organizing feature of society. The result is a lack of emphasis on the role played by
gender in the lives of women in a correctional setting. In this theoretically informed and empirically
grounded textbook, Morash and Schram explain the realities of prison life for women from a feminist
perspective. The hope for reform begins with an informed public so that a system premised on
deterrence and punishment can also offer opportunities for rehabilitation.

prisoners of childhood summary: The Prisoner's Antecedents United States. Bureau of the
Census, 1929 Summaries the principal facts which are presented in the detailed supplementary
report on prisoners for 1923, entitled The Prisoner's Antecedents.

prisoners of childhood summary: Children of Incarcerated Parents Katherine Gabel, Denise
Johnston, 1995-01-01 No descriptive material is available for this title.

prisoners of childhood summary: Psychological Research in Prisons Graham J. Towl,
2008-04-15 This up-to-date collection begins with an account and analysis of the role of
psychologists in prisons in relation to research. Looks at the results of evidence based psychological
approaches to working with prisoners First half of the book has its primary focus on psychological
evaluation research Includes chapters on psychological research on suicide, bullying, life sentenced
prisoners and staff sickness

prisoners of childhood summary: Counseling Strategies for Children and Families Impacted
by Incarceration Johns, Kenya, 2022-06-17 Currently, there is a lack of resources and information
regarding how to best understand and support those impacted by incarceration. As the number of
people impacted by incarceration rises, it is important that we acknowledge the issues and address
the concerns faced by professionals such as social workers and educators that work with families
and the most vulnerable populations impacted by incarceration. Counseling Strategies for Children
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and Families Impacted by Incarceration provides in-depth information and background regarding
the growing group of children and families impacted by incarceration. It sets out to bridge the gap
between community and school counseling, mental health counseling, social work, and social and
cultural issues and can be used for skills development and social justice reasons. Covering topics
such as school counseling resources, community engagement, and trauma, it is ideal for researchers,
academicians, practitioners, instructors, policymakers, social workers, social justice advocates,
counselors, and students.

prisoners of childhood summary: The Effects of Imprisonment Alison Liebling, Shadd
Maruna, 2013-06-17 As the number of prisoners in the UK, USA and elsewhere continues to rise, so
have concerns risen about the damaging short term and long term effects this has on prisoners. This
book brings together a group of leading authorities in this field, both academics and practitioners, to
address the complex issues this has raised, to assess the implications and results of research in this
field, and to suggest ways of mitigating the often devastating personal and psychological
consequences of imprisonment.

prisoners of childhood summary: Addressing Childhood Adversity David Donald, Andrew
Dawes, Johann Louw, 2000 This guide aims to stimulate the development of effective
community-based interventions in the field of childhood adversity and to contribute to the growing
theory of practice in this area.

prisoners of childhood summary: Analysis of Questionnaire Data with R Bruno Falissard,
2011-09-21 While theoretical statistics relies primarily on mathematics and hypothetical situations,
statistical practice is a translation of a question formulated by a researcher into a series of variables
linked by a statistical tool. As with written material, there are almost always differences between the
meaning of the original text and translated text. Additionally, many versions can be suggested, each
with their advantages and disadvantages. Analysis of Questionnaire Data with R translates certain
classic research questions into statistical formulations. As indicated in the title, the syntax of these
statistical formulations is based on the well-known R language, chosen for its popularity, simplicity,
and power of its structure. Although syntax is vital, understanding the semantics is the real
challenge of any good translation. In this book, the semantics of theoretical-to-practical translation
emerges progressively from examples and experience, and occasionally from mathematical
considerations. Sometimes the interpretation of a result is not clear, and there is no statistical tool
really suited to the question at hand. Sometimes data sets contain errors, inconsistencies between
answers, or missing data. More often, available statistical tools are not formally appropriate for the
given situation, making it difficult to assess to what extent this slight inadequacy affects the
interpretation of results. Analysis of Questionnaire Data with R tackles these and other common
challenges in the practice of statistics.

prisoners of childhood summary: The Journey from Prison to Community Jo Shingler, Jennifer
Stickney, 2023-08-31 The Journey from Prison to Community: Developing Identity, Meaning and
Belonging with Men in the UK provides a practical guide for practitioners working with men to
successfully make the transition between prison and the community. This transition presents
significant challenges, especially for those who have served many years in prison; for those who
have experienced multiple cycles of release/recall; for those whose personality traits make it harder
for them to build relationships and cope with strong emotions; and for those whose lives have been
characterised by trauma, chaos, crime and institutionalisation. Drawing on the authors' clinical
expertise and the lived experiences of real service-users, alongside the latest research in the field,
the book identifies key issues in transition and explores the impact of these issues. Crucially, it
provides guidance, tools and support to professionals working with men in the UK to build a
crime-free, socially integrated and meaningful life after incarceration, featuring real-life stories of
those who have made the transition. This is an essential read for professionals working in a range of
settings across prison and community environments, while the wide variety of professional
experience represented in the book broadens its appeal to forensic and clinical psychologists,
occupational therapists, probation officers, prison staff and those working in the third sector. It is



also valuable resource for qualified professionals, those in training, support roles, and managers
involved in planning strategy and service delivery.

prisoners of childhood summary: Children's Environments Quarterly , 1995

prisoners of childhood summary: Resources in Education , 2001-04

prisoners of childhood summary: Prisoners on Prison Films Jamie Bennett, Victoria Knight,
2020-11-16 This book explores how an audience of men serving sentences in an English prison
responded to viewing five contemporary British prison films. It examines how media representations
of prison vary in style and content, how film can influence public attitudes, and how this affects
people in prison. The book explains the ways in which film acts as a power resource, presenting an
ideological vision of criminal justice. The audience used these films to map the social terrain of
prison, including issues of power and resistance; race and racism; corruption and the illicit economy;
and staff-prisoner relationships, themes which are explored in the films screened. The authors argue
that media consumption is one of the ways in which people in prison construct and maintain an ideal
of the prisoner culture and what it is to be a ‘prisoner’. The book also reveals the ways in which
audience members’ media choices and readings are part of the ongoing process of constructing their
self-identity. This book illuminates the complex ways in which media consumption is an integral part
of social power, cultural formation and identity construction. Recognising and engaging with
audiencehood offers one potential route for supporting more progressive penal practice. This book
speaks to those interested in prisons, crime, media and culture, and film studies.

prisoners of childhood summary: Preventing Prison Violence Armon J. Tamatea, Andrew ]J.
Day, David J. Cooke, 2023-09-08 Preventing Prison Violence introduces the idea of ‘prison ecologies’
- a multi-layered perspective to understanding prison violence as a ‘product’ of human, environment
(social and physical), systemic, and societal influences - and how an ecological approach is helpful to
prevention efforts. Interpersonal violence is a global concern and a significant cause of death around
the world. In prisons, the human, financial, and health burden of violence presents a significant
social issue - as well as a ‘wicked problem’ that does not permit of simplistic solutions. Recent
innovations in data capture means that questions about violence, gang-affiliations, and prisons that
could not be answered previously can now be explored. The central theme of this book is that
prisons are ‘ecologies’ - spaces where people, resources, and the built environment are interrelated
- and that violence is a product of a complex of interpersonal and environmental factors that
increase the likelihood of assault - but also provide opportunities for solutions. Drawing on
psychology, geography, indigenous knowledge, gang culture, and predictive modelling, this book
expands beyond the conventional individual-focused ‘assessment-intervention-prevention’ approach
to research in this field, towards a holistic and ecological way of thinking that recognises individual,
organisational, and cultural factors, as well as the role of the physical environment itself in the
facilitation and prohibition of aggression. Providing a comprehensive resource for those who are
interested in making prisons safer; firmly based in contemporary research and theory, Preventing
Prison Violence will be of great interest to students and scholars of Penology, Violence and Forensic
Psychology, as well as to professionals working in criminal justice settings.

prisoners of childhood summary: Self-Injurious Behaviors Daphne Simeon, Eric Hollander,
2008-11-01 Throughout history, people have invented many different ways to inflict direct and
deliberate physical injury on themselves -- without an intent to die. Even today, the concept and
practice of self-injury is sanctioned by some cultures, although condemned by most. This insightful
work fills a gap in the literature on pathologic self-injury. The phenomenon of people physically
hurting themselves is heterogeneous in nature, disturbing in its impact on the self and others,
frightening in its blatant maladaptiveness, and often indicative of serious developmental
disturbances, breaks with reality, or deficits in the regulation of affects, aggressive impulses, or self
states. Further complicating our understanding is the large and diverse scope of psychiatric
conditions, such as pervasive developmental disorders, Tourette's syndrome, and psychosis, in which
these behaviors occur. This volume presents a comprehensive nosology of self-injurious behaviors,
classifying them as stereotypic, major, compulsive, and impulsive (with greater emphasis on the last




two categories because they are the most commonly seen). The chapter on stereotypic self-injurious
behaviors (highly repetitive, monotonous behaviors usually devoid of meaning, such as
head-banging) focuses on the neurochemical systems underlying the various forms of stereotypic
movement disorders with self-injurious behaviors, typically seen in patients with mental retardation
and autism, and discusses their psychopharmacological management. The chapter on psychotic, or
major, self-injurious behaviors (severe, life-threatening behaviors, such as castration) presents a
multidimensional approach to evaluating and treating patients with psychosis and self-injurious
behaviors, including the neuroanatomy and neurobiology of sensory information processing as
background for its discussion of neurobiological studies and psychopharmacological treatments.
Chapters on the neurobiology of and psychopharmacology and psychotherapies for compulsive
self-injurious behaviors (repetitive, ritualistic behaviors, such as trichotillomania [hair-pulling]) offer
much-needed biological research and the first empirical treatment studies on compulsive
self-injurious behaviors, and argue that a distinction can indeed be made between compulsive and
impulsive self-injurious behaviors. Chapters on the neurobiology, psychopharmacology, and dialectic
behavior and psychodynamic theory and treatment of impulsive self-injurious behaviors (habitual,
chronic behaviors, such as skin picking) supplement the few neurobiological studies measuring
impulsivity, aggression, dissociation, and suicide and detail the efficacy of various medications and
psychotherapies. An eminently practical guide with exhaustive references to the latest data and
research findings, this concise volume contains clinical material and therapeutic interventions that
can be used right away by clinicians to better understand and treat patients with these complex and
disturbing behaviors.

prisoners of childhood summary: Mental Health, Crime and Criminal Justice Jane
Winstone, 2016-02-02 It has long been known that the pathway through the criminal justice system
for those with mental health needs is fraught with difficulty. This interdisciplinary collection
explores key issues in mental health, crime and criminal justice, including: offenders' rights;
intervention designs; desistance; health-informed approaches to offending and the medical needs of
offenders; psychological jurisprudence, and; collaborative and multi-agency practice. This volume
draws on the knowledge of professionals and academics working in this field internationally, as well
as the experience of service users. It offers a solution-focused response to these issues, and
promotes both equality and quality of experience for service users. It will be essential reading for
practitioners, scholars and students with an interest in forensic mental health and criminal justice.

prisoners of childhood summary: Public Health for Children Diane DeBell, 2015-12-10 This
re-titled new edition of Public Health Practice and the School-age Population has been updated and
expanded to include children of all ages. Following radical changes in public health provision, Public
Health for Children, Second Edition examines the implications for children and young adults as well
as for those who provide care, prevention,

prisoners of childhood summary: Breaking the Rules Marcia Hill, Judith Harden,
2018-10-24 Breaking the Rules: Women in Prison and Feminist Therapy challenges therapists, public
policymakers, voters, and those in the criminal justice system to find treatment options,
empowerment strategies, viable resources, community support, and policies that can help women
with problems such as drug abuse, domestic violence, poverty, and prostitution rather than
perpetually punishing them.Breaking the Rules shows you how our society makes ‘other’of those
among us who are most vulnerable, injured, and without resources. It digs under your skin and
forces you to look at: the histories of abuse among women who have murdered their partners the
impact of race and ethnicity on patterns of mothering and caretaking of children of women prisoners
the lack of treatment options for addicted women prisoners how prison reawakens the feelings of
powerlessness in women who have suffered childhood physical and sexual abuse helping women
inmates develop marketable educational and vocational skills, support systems, and positive
perceptions of themselves collaborative strategies that challenge the status quo of programs and
support available to female offenders and their families a relational model of treatment that is based
on the integration of three theoretical perspectives the strengths and limitations of twelve step



programs for womenMapping the problems and offering solutions, Breaking the Rules walks you
through treatment strategies and self-confirming experiences--such as feminist therapy, prisoner-led
support groups, affirmative prison programming, and art therapy--that help women draw on their
strengths, come to terms with their pasts, and meet future challenges head on.

prisoners of childhood summary: Women and Criminal Justice Annison, Jill, Brayford, Jo,
John Deering, 2015-10-14 This insightful book focuses on developments since the publication in 2007
of the Corston Report into women and criminal justice. While some of its recommendations were
accepted by government, actual policy has restricted the scale and scope of change. The challenges
of working with women in the current climate of change and uncertainty are also explored, seeking
to translate lessons from good practice to policy development and recommending future directions
resulting from the coalition government’s Transforming Rehabilitation plans. This timely analysis
engages with wide-ranging considerations for policy makers, providers and practitioners of services
and interventions for women who offend, and questions whether women should be treated
differently in the criminal justice system.
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