
prisoners of childhood miller

prisoners of childhood miller is a seminal work that explores the enduring
impact of childhood experiences on adult life, authored by Alice Miller. This
influential book delves into the psychological consequences of childhood
trauma, abuse, and neglect, highlighting how early emotional wounds can
imprison individuals in cycles of pain and dysfunction. The concept of being
a "prisoner of childhood" refers to the ways unresolved childhood issues
shape adult behavior, relationships, and mental health. Miller's insights
challenge conventional views on parenting and societal norms, calling
attention to the importance of acknowledging and healing childhood wounds for
true personal freedom. This article will provide an in-depth analysis of the
book's themes, its psychological framework, and its relevance in contemporary
psychotherapy. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of Miller’s
approach and the profound implications of her work on both individual growth
and therapeutic practice.
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Overview of Prisoners of Childhood by Alice
Miller
Prisoners of childhood miller is a landmark book first published in the late
20th century that brought attention to the often overlooked effects of
childhood emotional abuse and trauma. Alice Miller, a Swiss psychologist and
psychoanalyst, challenges traditional views that minimize or justify harsh
parenting practices. Instead, she argues that many adult psychological
problems stem from repressed memories and unresolved pain from childhood. The
book is considered a cornerstone in the field of trauma psychology,
emphasizing the necessity of recognizing childhood suffering. Miller’s deeply
analytical yet accessible writing style makes complex psychological theories
understandable to both professionals and general readers. Her work laid the
foundation for modern discussions about the long-term effects of childhood
maltreatment and the importance of empathy and validation in healing.



Author Background and Influence
Alice Miller’s background as a psychoanalyst informed her critical stance
against Freudian theories that often blamed victims for their trauma. She
advocated for an approach centered on the child’s perspective, which was
revolutionary at the time. Her research and clinical experience led her to
emphasize the damaging effects of what she termed “poisonous pedagogy,” a
system of child-rearing based on obedience and repression. Miller’s influence
extends beyond psychology into education, social work, and human rights
activism, shaping how societies view child welfare and adult mental health.

Key Themes and Psychological Concepts
The core themes of prisoners of childhood miller revolve around recognition,
repression, and liberation from childhood trauma. Miller explores the
mechanisms by which children internalize abuse and develop defense strategies
that later manifest as psychological difficulties. Central to her thesis is
the concept of the “inner child,” representing the emotional self that
remains wounded and unheard. The book also addresses the societal and
familial dynamics that perpetuate cycles of abuse through denial and silence.

Repression and Denial
Miller describes how children repress painful memories to survive
emotionally, leading to unconscious denial of abuse. This repression creates
a false self that complies with parental expectations, often at the cost of
authentic emotional expression. Adults trapped in this dynamic may struggle
with anxiety, depression, or destructive relationships because they are
unable to confront their past.

The Inner Child and Emotional Prison
The metaphor of the “prisoner” in the title refers to the inner child who
remains captive within the adult psyche, shackled by unresolved trauma.
Miller emphasizes the importance of reconnecting with this inner child to
access genuine emotions and heal emotional wounds. This process requires
courage and honesty, challenging societal taboos surrounding childhood
suffering.

The Impact of Childhood Trauma
Prisoners of childhood miller highlights the pervasive and long-lasting
effects of childhood trauma on adult mental health and behavior. The book
details how early experiences of neglect or abuse can distort self-image,
impair emotional regulation, and hinder the ability to form healthy



relationships. Miller’s work underscores that trauma is not limited to
physical abuse but includes emotional invalidation and psychological
manipulation.

Psychological Consequences
Adults who were prisoners of childhood trauma often exhibit symptoms such as
chronic low self-esteem, difficulty trusting others, and emotional numbness.
These manifestations are defense mechanisms developed to cope with
overwhelming feelings during childhood. Miller’s analysis helps explain why
some individuals repeat dysfunctional patterns learned in childhood,
perpetuating cycles of abuse.

Social and Relational Effects
Beyond individual symptoms, prisoners of childhood miller also explores how
childhood trauma affects social functioning. Victims may struggle with
intimacy, communication, and asserting boundaries, which can lead to
isolation or unhealthy attachments. Understanding these effects is crucial
for effective therapeutic interventions and fostering supportive
environments.

Healing and Therapeutic Approaches
Alice Miller advocates for therapeutic methods that prioritize the
acknowledgment and validation of childhood pain. Healing from being a
prisoner of childhood involves confronting repressed memories and emotions in
a safe and supportive setting. The book promotes empathy toward the inner
child and encourages self-compassion as foundations for recovery.

Reconnecting with the Inner Child
Therapeutic techniques inspired by Miller’s work focus on helping individuals
reestablish contact with their wounded inner child. This reconnection allows
for the expression of suppressed feelings and the reprocessing of traumatic
memories. Therapists may use narrative therapy, expressive arts, or trauma-
focused cognitive behavioral therapy to facilitate this healing journey.

Breaking the Cycle of Abuse
Prisoners of childhood miller also emphasizes the importance of breaking
intergenerational patterns of abuse. By recognizing and addressing their own
childhood trauma, survivors can prevent the transmission of pain to future
generations. Education and awareness are key components in fostering



healthier family dynamics and societal attitudes toward child-rearing.

Key Elements of Healing

Validation of childhood experiences

Safe therapeutic environment

Expression of repressed emotions

Development of self-compassion

Understanding and altering dysfunctional patterns

Criticism and Legacy of Miller’s Work
While prisoners of childhood miller has been highly influential, it has also
attracted criticism from some psychological circles. Critics argue that
Miller’s rejection of traditional psychoanalysis and emphasis on childhood
trauma may oversimplify complex mental health issues. However, her work
remains a powerful catalyst for change in how trauma and child development
are understood.

Critiques of Methodology
Some professionals question the empirical basis of Miller’s theories, noting
a lack of large-scale quantitative studies. Additionally, her strong stance
against certain parenting methods has been viewed by some as polarizing.
Despite these critiques, many clinicians appreciate her contribution to
trauma awareness and patient-centered therapy.

Enduring Influence and Applications
Miller’s legacy endures in various fields including psychotherapy, social
work, and education. Her emphasis on childhood emotional truth has inspired
new therapeutic models and increased societal sensitivity to child abuse.
Prisoners of childhood miller continues to be a foundational text in trauma
recovery and child advocacy efforts worldwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Prisoners of Childhood'
by Alice Miller?
'Prisoners of Childhood' explores the long-lasting psychological impact of
childhood trauma and abuse, emphasizing how unresolved pain from early
experiences can affect adult behavior and emotional health.

Who is Alice Miller, the author of 'Prisoners of
Childhood'?
Alice Miller was a Swiss psychologist and psychoanalyst known for her work on
child abuse and its effects on adult mental health, advocating for the
recognition and healing of childhood trauma.

How does 'Prisoners of Childhood' explain the
concept of repression?
In 'Prisoners of Childhood,' repression is described as a defense mechanism
where individuals unconsciously block out painful childhood experiences,
which later manifest in psychological issues if not addressed.

Why is 'Prisoners of Childhood' considered important
in psychology?
'Prisoners of Childhood' is considered important because it sheds light on
the deep psychological scars caused by childhood trauma and challenges
traditional psychoanalytic views, promoting empathy and healing.

What role does parental behavior play in 'Prisoners
of Childhood'?
Parental behavior is central in 'Prisoners of Childhood,' as Alice Miller
argues that abusive or neglectful parenting can imprison children
emotionally, leading to lifelong struggles with self-worth and authenticity.

Does 'Prisoners of Childhood' offer solutions for
healing from childhood trauma?
Yes, the book advocates for honest self-reflection, acknowledging past
abuses, and seeking therapy to break free from the psychological imprisonment
caused by childhood trauma.



How does 'Prisoners of Childhood' relate to the
concept of the 'inner child'?
'Prisoners of Childhood' relates to the 'inner child' by highlighting how
unresolved childhood pain lives inside adults, influencing their emotions and
behaviors until it is recognized and healed.

What impact has 'Prisoners of Childhood' had on
popular understanding of child abuse?
'Prisoners of Childhood' has significantly raised awareness about the hidden
effects of child abuse, encouraging society and professionals to take
childhood trauma seriously and promote protective measures.

Can reading 'Prisoners of Childhood' help survivors
of childhood trauma?
Many survivors find 'Prisoners of Childhood' helpful as it validates their
experiences, provides insight into their emotional struggles, and offers hope
for recovery through understanding and therapy.

Additional Resources
1. Prisoners of Childhood: The Drama of the Gifted Child by Alice Miller
This groundbreaking book explores the long-lasting effects of childhood
trauma and emotional neglect. Miller argues that many adults remain
"prisoners" of their childhood experiences, especially those involving
repression and emotional abuse. The book provides insight into how these
hidden wounds shape behavior and mental health throughout life.

2. The Drama of the Gifted Child: The Search for the True Self by Alice
Miller
In this influential work, Miller delves into the emotional plight of children
who are forced to fulfill their parents' expectations at the cost of their
own authenticity. She discusses how the denial of true feelings in childhood
leads to adult suffering and psychological issues. The book emphasizes the
importance of recognizing and reclaiming one’s true self.

3. For Your Own Good: Hidden Cruelty in Child-Rearing and the Roots of
Violence by Alice Miller
Miller investigates the often painful and hidden consequences of traditional
child-rearing practices that rely on punishment and control. She links early
childhood abuse to later violence and emotional disturbances. This book
challenges societal norms and advocates for awareness and change in parenting
approaches.

4. The Body Never Lies: The Lingering Effects of Cruel Parenting by Alice
Miller



Focusing on the somatic effects of childhood trauma, Miller reveals how
suppressed memories and emotions manifest physically in the body. She
explains the mind-body connection and how unresolved childhood pain can lead
to chronic illness or psychosomatic symptoms. The book is a call to
acknowledge and heal deep-seated wounds.

5. Banished Knowledge: Facing Childhood Injuries by Alice Miller
This book compiles essays and reflections on the denial and repression of
childhood trauma in adulthood. Miller discusses how cultural and social
factors contribute to ignoring painful truths about child maltreatment. The
work encourages confronting these realities to break free from the cycles of
suffering.

6. Hidden Sorrows: The Impact of Childhood Emotional Neglect by Margaret Paul
This book explores the silent epidemic of emotional neglect in childhood and
its devastating consequences for adult emotional health. Paul provides
practical guidance on recognizing and healing from these invisible wounds.
The book emphasizes self-compassion and emotional awareness as keys to
recovery.

7. Healing the Child Within: Discovery and Recovery for Adult Children of
Dysfunctional Families by Charles L. Whitfield
Whitfield offers insights into the struggles faced by adults who grew up in
dysfunctional families. The book provides strategies for identifying
childhood trauma and working through its effects to foster healing. It
highlights the importance of nurturing the "inner child" as part of emotional
recovery.

8. Adult Children of Emotionally Immature Parents: How to Heal from Distant,
Rejecting, or Self-Involved Parents by Lindsay C. Gibson
Gibson examines the challenges faced by those raised by emotionally immature
parents, including feelings of neglect and confusion. She offers tools for
understanding these dynamics and establishing healthy boundaries. The book
supports readers in reclaiming their emotional well-being and independence.

9. The Emotionally Absent Mother: A Guide to Self-Healing and Getting the
Love You Missed by Jasmin Lee Cori
This compassionate guide addresses the pain caused by emotionally unavailable
mothers and its impact on children’s development. Cori provides practical
steps to recognize emotional absence and begin the healing process. The book
helps readers cultivate self-love and healthier relationships.
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  prisoners of childhood miller: Prisoners Of Childhood Alice Miller, 1981-05-14 The drama
of the gifted - i.e., sensitive, alert - child consists of his recognition at a very early age of his parents'
needs and of his adaptation to these needs. In the process, he learns to repress rather than to
acknowledge his own intense feelings because they are unacceptable to his parents. Although it will
not always be possible to avoid these ugly feelings (anger, indignation, despair, jealousy, fear) in the
future, they will split off, and the most vital part of the true self (a key phrase in Alice Miller's works)
will not be integrated into the personality. This leads to emotional insecurity and loss of self, which
are revealed in depression or concealed behind the facade of grandiosity. Alice Miller defines the
ideal state of genuine vitality, of free access to the true self and to authentic individual feelings that
have their roots in childhood, as healthy narcissism. Narcissistic disturbances, on the other hand,
represent for her solitary confinement of the true self within the prison of the false self. This is
regarded less as an illness than as a tragedy. In her psychanalytical work, Dr. Miller found that her
patients' ability to experience authentic feelings, especially feelings of sadness, had been for the
most part destroyed; it was her task to help her patients try to regain that long-lost capacity for
genuine feelings that is the source of natural vitality.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Banished Knowledge Alice Miller, 2012-03-21 From the
author of the bestselling classic The Drama of the Gifted Child—a book that believes that children
are inherently good and traces all forms of criminal deeds to past mistreatments. In direct opposition
to the Freudian drive theory, Alice Miller writes lucidly and passionately, asks daring questions and
sees through conventions that most of us take for granted (San Francisco Chronicle).
  prisoners of childhood miller: The Drama of the Gifted Child , 2008-12-15 This “rare and
compelling” (New York Magazine) bestseller examines childhood trauma and the enduring effects it
has on an individual's management of repressed anger and pain. Why are many of the most
successful people plagued by feelings of emptiness and alienation? This wise and profound book has
provided millions of readers with an answer—and has helped them to apply it to their own lives. Far
too many of us had to learn as children to hide our own feelings, needs, and memories skillfully in
order to meet our parents' expectations and win their love. Alice Miller writes, When I used the word
'gifted' in the title, I had in mind neither children who receive high grades in school nor children
talented in a special way. I simply meant all of us who have survived an abusive childhood thanks to
an ability to adapt even to unspeakable cruelty by becoming numb.... Without this 'gift' offered us by
nature, we would not have survived. But merely surviving is not enough. The Drama of the Gifted
Child helps us to reclaim our life by discovering our own crucial needs and our own truth.
  prisoners of childhood miller: New York Magazine , 1981-07-27 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Prisoners Of Childhood-reissue Alice Miller, 1996-07-04 The
“drama” of the gifted—i.e., sensitive, alert—child consists of his recognition at a very early age of his
parents' needs and of his adaptation to those needs. In the process, he learns to repress rather than
to acknowledge his own intense feelings because they are unacceptable to his parents. Although it
will not always be possible to avoid these “ugly” feelings (anger, indignation, despair, jealousy, fear)
in the future, they will split off, and the most vital part of the “true self” (a key phrase in Alice
Miller's works) will not be integrated into the personality. This leads to emotional insecurity and loss
of self, which are revealed in depression or concealed behind a facade of grandiosity.Alice Miller
defines the ideal state of genuine vitality, of free access to the true self and to authentic individual
feelings that have their roots in childhood, as “healthy narcissism.” Narcissistic disturbances, on the
other hand, represent for her solitary confinement of the true self within the prison of the false self.
This is regarded less as an illness than as a tragedy.The examples Alice Miller presents make us



aware of the child's unarticulated suffering and of the tragedy of parents who are unavailable to
their children—the same parents who, when they were children, were available to fill their parents'
needs. In her psychoanalytical work, Dr. Miller found that her patients' ability to experience
authentic feelings, especially feelings of sadness, had been for the most part destroyed; it was her
task to help her patients try to regain that long-lost capacity for genuine feelings that is the source
of natural vitality. Many people who have read her books have discovered within themselves for the
first time in their lives the little child they once were. This may explain the unusually strong and
deep reactions Alice Miller's books have evoked in so many readers from different countries. The
Drama of the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self is the original title of the book, which was
published in Germany.
  prisoners of childhood miller: The Child's Song Donald Capps, 1995-01-01 Theological ideas
and biblical injunctions have frequently been employed to legitimate the physical abuse of children.
Some theological ideas are inherently abusive because they create fear in a child's mind, causing a
child to feel alone, odd, and of little worth. Donald Capps exposes the abuses that theology and the
Bible have inflicted on vast numbers of children. In particular, he is concerned with the hidden
abuses of children by well-intentioned adults and the role that religion plays in the legitimation of
these abuses.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Psychoanalytic Responses to Children's Literature Lucy Rollin,
Mark I. West, 2008-04-01 With the growing emphasis on theory in literary studies, psychoanalytic
criticism is making notable contributions to literary interpretation. Sixteen chapters in this work
explore the psychological subtexts of such important children's books as Carlo Collodi's Pinocchio,
Roald Dahl's James and the Giant Peach, Kenneth Grahame's The Wind in the Willows, Louise
Fitzhugh's Harriet the Spy, Mark Twain's The Prince and the Pauper, and E.B. White's Charlotte's
Web. Drawing on the ideas of such psychoanalytic theorists as Sigmund Freud, Alice Miller, D.W.
Winnicott and Jacques Lacan, it analyzes the psychological development of characters, examines
reader responses, and studies the lives of authors and illustrators such as Beatrix Potter and Jessie
Willcox Smith.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Douglas MacArthur - Upon Reflection Col. Lowell L. Snitchler
USAF, 2015-11-06 General-of-the-Army Douglas MacArthur was a complex man whose behaviors
seem contradictory on the surface. In fact, he demonstrated an enduring pattern of perceiving,
relating to, and thinking about himself and his environment. This consistent personality is evident
across a wide range of social and personal contexts and can be traced back to his developmental
childhood and adolescent years. This research recounts MacArthur’s personality development from
childhood, investigates his last military campaign, and, finally, applies the diagnosis of narcissistic
personality disorder to the assembled data. Upon reflection, MacArthur’s apparent behavioral
inconsistencies are reconciled within this clinical framework. Finally, organizational, heuristic and
predictive implications are drawn from this research. Academic and operational military uses are
suggested.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Reverence for the Heart of the Child Leander S. Harding,
2011-04-01 Are children little angels or little devils, or are they like their parents a little of each?
Must they go through a definite moment of conversion or can they grow up always knowing
themselves to be Christian? How do theological ideas about human nature, sin and salvation affect
how parents see and treat children? Starting with Horace Bushnell's classic 19th-century study,
Christian Nurture, Leander Harding brings the discussion up to date with the help of insights from
contemporary psychoanalytic thought and Family Systems Theory. Included are practical
suggestions for parents and parishes.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Childhood Unbound Ron Taffel, 2010-04-13 Identifies the
challenges facing parents as they raise their children in the early twenty-first century, and describes
a parenting approach designed to encourage the good in kids of all ages, while steering them away
from the bad.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Healing Hidden Wounds Karen Ibarguen, 2017-10-11 The



traumas that accumulate over a persons lifetime are varied and numerous. Sexual assault. Surgical
trauma. Car accidents and near misses. Serious illness. War. Traumatic experiences, those
remembered or forgotten, can manifest as pain, impaired mobility, addiction, illness, fear,
depression, anxiety, lack of confidence, and other suboptimal conditions. Yet regardless of the
traumatic event(s) of our lives, human beings have a tremendous capacity to heal. In the tradition of
classic spiritually-based healing texts such as Louise Hays Heal Your Body and White Eagles Heal
Thyself, Dr. Karen Ibarguens HEALING HIDDEN WOUNDS: A JOURNEY TO LIBERATION offers
readers a window into how the subtle energies of the mind and body work together to create
physical and emotional harmony. As Dr. Karen walks readers through her own journey of
self-discovery and healing from childhood sexual abuse, she connects readers to a rich legacy of
meditation and mind-body consciousness that opens the heart, quiets the mind, and creates a
foundation for healing.The traumas we experience need not keep us from our destiny. Indeed, they
can lead to liberation. Part memoir, part self-help book, part travelers guide to the mystical world of
spiritual and energetic healing, HEALING HIDDEN WOUNDS is like nothing else out there. In
addition to offering readers substantial food for thought, this book offers practical ways to bring the
ideas to life. It all starts with taking two minutes out of your day to find a quiet spot, sit comfortably,
relax and breathe. Karen guides the reader as a process of self-inquiry naturally unfolds. I couldnt
put this book down. HEALING HIDDEN WOUNDS is a must read for anyone interested in the
journey to personal liberation. -Carine Feyten Ph.D., Chancellor of Texas Womans University Dr.
Karen Ibarguen D.C. is certified in chiropractic clinical neurology, applied kinesiology, naturopathic
medicine, reiki, and homeopathy. Her interest in somatic responses to trauma stems from her
personal experience and those of the many patients she has helped to achieve more optimal health
and well-being during 17 years of private practice in North Texas. To explore holistic healing
modalities and their legacies within ancient traditions, she has spent time with Kogi elders in South
America, practiced Karma Yoga in Portugal, worked with a modern-day shaman, taken refuge with
the venerable Lama Dorjee Rinpoche, and walked the sacred Tibetan ground of Mount Kailash. She
has come to realize through self-inquiry how meditation and other energy practices unite in the
pursuit of health and healing. Dr. Ibarguen shares these techniques with her patients and others in
trainings and healing workshops. More information can be found on her website at
www.KarenIbarguen.com.
  prisoners of childhood miller: The Development of Emotion Regulation and
Dysregulation Judy Garber, 1991-05-31 Provides a developmental perspective of the regulation and
dysregulation of emotion, in particular, how children learn about feelings and how they learn to deal
with both positive and negative feelings. Emotion regulation involves the interaction of physical,
behavioral, and cognitive processes in response to changes in one's emotional state. The changes
can be brought on by factors internal to the individual (e.g. biological) or external (e.g. other
people). Featuring contributions from leading researchers in developmental psychopathology, the
volume concentrates on recent theories and data concerning the development of emotion regulation
with an emphasis on both intrapersonal and interpersonal processes. Original conceptualizations of
the reciprocal influences among the various response systems--neurophysiological-biochemical,
behavioral-expressive, and subjective-experiential--are provided, and the individual chapters address
both normal and psychopathological forms of emotion regulation, particularly depression and
aggression, from infancy through adolescence. This book will appeal to specialists in developmental,
clinical, and social psychology, psychiatry, education, and others interested in understanding the
developmental processes involved in the regulation of emotion over the course of childhood.
  prisoners of childhood miller: National Library of Medicine Current Catalog National
Library of Medicine (U.S.), 1982
  prisoners of childhood miller: Living with Intensity Susan Daniels, Michael Marian
Piechowski, 2009 This book describes the overexcitabilities often associated with gifted children and
adults, as well as strategies for dealing with children and adults who experience them. It also
provides essential information on Dabrowski's Theory of Positive Disintegration. Learn practical



methods for nurturing sensitivity, intensity, perfectionism.
  prisoners of childhood miller: The Drama of the Gifted Child Alice Miller, 1979
  prisoners of childhood miller: Recovery from Anger Addiction Verryl V. Fosnight, 2016-03-29
This Book Presents a Paradigm Shift About Toxic Anger: Anger Is An Addiction Using the wisdoms of
John Bradshaw, Pia Mellody, Claudia Black, Alice Miller, and many other recovery giants, Verryl
grew to understand himself in the context of his past traumas. He was finally able to apply all the
theories of these authors to heal his anger and rage. This expansion of theory to the emotion of toxic
anger results in a revolutionary new concept of anger as an addiction. This paradigm shift empowers
a person to recover from rage as an ill person seeking to be well, as opposed to a bad person trying
to act better. Telling yourself you are a bad person is a self-defeating message to your inner self, but
an ill person can get well. He presents this new, simple, and enlightened treatment for anger in easy
to follow language. Ultimately these conclusions are illustrated as a set of simple diagrams that
outline the full path of angers development starting from the core emotion of pain from early losses
through raging behavior that is life damaging. Using the revolutionary model of anger as an
addiction, he demonstrates that anger can be healed. There is no need to rationally manage toxic
anger (while remaining a bad person). Toxic anger practically evaporates as an emotional impulse as
the underlying pain is resolved in the good, but ill person. Included: Research survey paper on Anger
Management classes by Desiree Harris, M. C.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Fall of an Icon Joel Paris, 2005-01-01 In The Fall of an Icon,
Joel Paris narrates the history of this transition, placing it in the context of current trends in science
and medicine.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Health Care Ethics: Critical Issues for the 21st Century Eileen
E. Morrison, 2008-03-20 .
  prisoners of childhood miller: Religion, Society, And Psychoanalysis Janet L Jacobs,
2018-02-12 Distinguished contributors provide an overview of three generations of psychoanalytic
theory, including the work of Freud, Horney, Winnicott, and Kristeva, and discuss the evolution of
psychoanalytic thought as it relates to the role that religion plays in modern culture. }Religion
clearly remains a powerful social and political force in Western society. Freudian-based theory
continues to inform psychoanalytic investigations into personality development, gender relations,
and traumatic disorders. Using a historical framework, this collection of new essays brings together
contemporary scholarship on religion and psychoanalysis. These various yet related psychoanalytic
interpretations of religious symbolism and commitment offer a unique social analysis on the meaning
of religion.Beginning with Freuds views on religion and mystical experience and continuing with
those of Horney, Winnicott, Kristeva, Miller, and others, this volume surveys the work of three
generations of psychoanalytic theorists. Special attention is given to objects relations theory and ego
psychology, as well as to the recent work from the European tradition. Distinguished contributors
provide a basic overview of a given theorists scholarship and discuss its place in the evolution of
psychoanalytic thought as it relates to the role that religion plays in modern culture. Religion,
Society, and Psychoanalysis marks a major, interdisciplinary step forward in filling the void in the
social-psychology of religion. It is an extremely useful handbook for students and scholars of
psychology and religion.
  prisoners of childhood miller: Current Catalog National Library of Medicine (U.S.), 1992
First multi-year cumulation covers six years: 1965-70.
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