
play-based learning in preschool

play-based learning in preschool is an educational approach that emphasizes
learning through play to foster cognitive, social, emotional, and physical
development in young children. This method integrates playful activities with
intentional teaching strategies to create an engaging and supportive
environment where preschoolers can explore, experiment, and discover.
Recognized by early childhood education experts, play-based learning supports
essential skills such as problem-solving, communication, creativity, and
collaboration. This article explores the fundamental principles, benefits,
practical implementation, and challenges of play-based learning in preschool
settings. Additionally, it highlights how educators and parents can
effectively support this approach to optimize early childhood development.
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Understanding Play-Based Learning in Preschool

Play-based learning in preschool is a pedagogical approach that uses play as
the primary mode for children to gain knowledge and skills. Unlike
traditional rote learning, this approach recognizes play as a natural way for
children to make sense of the world around them. It combines child-initiated
play with guided activities designed to meet developmental goals and
educational standards. The focus is on creating a rich learning environment
with diverse materials and opportunities for exploration, imagination, and
social interaction.

Definition and Core Principles

Play-based learning can be defined as an educational practice where play is
the medium for learning, promoting active engagement, creativity, and
critical thinking. Core principles include child-centeredness, hands-on
experiences, and the integration of learning domains such as literacy,
numeracy, science, and social-emotional skills. This approach values the



process over the product, encouraging children to experiment, take risks, and
learn from their experiences within a supportive setting.

Types of Play in Preschool Learning

Multiple types of play are incorporated in play-based learning to address
various aspects of development. These include:

Constructive Play: Building and creating with materials to develop fine
motor skills and spatial awareness.

Symbolic Play: Pretend play that fosters imagination and language
development.

Physical Play: Activities that promote gross motor skills and
coordination.

Social Play: Interaction with peers to enhance communication,
cooperation, and emotional regulation.

Exploratory Play: Investigating objects and environments to build
cognitive skills and curiosity.

Benefits of Play-Based Learning

Play-based learning in preschool offers numerous benefits that contribute to
a child’s holistic development. Through play, children develop foundational
skills that prepare them for academic success and lifelong learning. This
section details the cognitive, social, emotional, and physical advantages of
incorporating play into early education.

Cognitive and Academic Development

Engaging in play allows preschoolers to develop critical thinking, problem-
solving, and language skills. Play-based activities create meaningful
contexts for learning concepts such as numbers, letters, shapes, and
scientific principles. This experiential learning promotes memory retention
and conceptual understanding, which are essential for future academic
achievement.



Social and Emotional Growth

Play provides opportunities for children to interact, negotiate, and
collaborate with peers, fostering social competence and empathy. It also
supports emotional development by allowing children to express feelings, cope
with challenges, and build resilience in a safe environment. These social-
emotional skills are crucial for successful relationships and mental well-
being.

Physical Development

Physical play enhances motor skills, coordination, and overall health.
Activities such as running, climbing, or manipulating objects improve muscle
strength and control. Developing fine and gross motor skills during preschool
years lays the foundation for activities like writing, sports, and self-care.

Implementing Play-Based Learning in Preschool
Classrooms

Successful implementation of play-based learning in preschool requires
intentional planning, a supportive environment, and appropriate resources.
Educators design curriculum and learning spaces that stimulate curiosity,
creativity, and exploration while aligning with developmental goals and
standards.

Creating an Engaging Learning Environment

Classrooms that support play-based learning feature diverse, accessible
materials and defined areas for different types of play. These environments
encourage independence and choice, allowing children to select activities
that interest them. Examples include dramatic play corners, sensory tables,
art stations, and outdoor play areas.

Integrating Curriculum with Play

Educators blend educational objectives with playful activities by embedding
literacy, math, science, and social studies concepts into games and projects.
For instance, counting games, story dramatizations, and nature explorations
provide meaningful contexts for learning. Observation and assessment during
play help teachers tailor instruction to individual needs.



Examples of Play-Based Learning Activities

Sorting and Classifying: Using blocks or objects to develop math and
cognitive skills.

Role-Playing: Pretend scenarios to enhance language and social
understanding.

Art and Creative Expression: Painting, drawing, and craft projects to
foster creativity and fine motor skills.

Outdoor Exploration: Nature walks and gardening to connect with science
and physical activity.

Music and Movement: Singing and dancing to develop rhythm, coordination,
and auditory skills.

Role of Educators and Parents in Play-Based
Learning

Both educators and parents play a pivotal role in supporting play-based
learning in preschool. Their involvement ensures that children receive
consistent encouragement and guidance to maximize the educational benefits of
play.

Educator Responsibilities

Teachers facilitate play-based learning by creating structured yet flexible
environments, scaffolding children’s experiences, and observing progress.
They ask open-ended questions, introduce new vocabulary, and encourage
problem-solving during play. Professional training in early childhood
development equips educators to balance child-led activities with curriculum
goals.

Parental Support and Involvement

Parents enhance play-based learning by providing enriching play opportunities
at home and engaging in shared play experiences. Awareness of the value of
play encourages parents to limit passive screen time and prioritize active,
imaginative play. Communication between parents and educators helps reinforce



learning objectives and address individual developmental needs.

Challenges and Considerations in Play-Based
Learning

While play-based learning offers many advantages, its implementation can
encounter challenges. Addressing these issues is essential to ensure
effective and equitable early childhood education.

Balancing Play and Academic Expectations

One challenge is aligning play-based approaches with increasing academic
standards and assessment pressures. Educators must demonstrate how play
supports learning outcomes and effectively integrate intentional teaching
without compromising the child-centered nature of play.

Resource and Training Limitations

Limited access to quality materials, insufficient classroom space, and lack
of professional development can hinder play-based learning. Investment in
resources and ongoing teacher training is necessary to maintain high
standards and innovative practices.

Inclusivity and Diverse Needs

Ensuring play-based learning is inclusive and responsive to diverse cultural
backgrounds, abilities, and learning styles requires thoughtful planning.
Adaptations and supports should be provided so all children benefit equitably
from play experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is play-based learning in preschool?
Play-based learning in preschool is an educational approach that uses play as
the primary method for children to explore, learn, and develop cognitive,
social, emotional, and physical skills in a natural and engaging way.



Why is play-based learning important for
preschoolers?
Play-based learning is important for preschoolers because it supports
holistic development, encourages creativity, enhances problem-solving skills,
improves social interactions, and makes learning enjoyable and meaningful.

How does play-based learning benefit social
development in preschool children?
Play-based learning benefits social development by providing opportunities
for children to interact, cooperate, negotiate, and resolve conflicts with
peers, which helps build communication skills and emotional intelligence.

What role do teachers play in a play-based learning
environment?
Teachers in a play-based learning environment act as facilitators or guides
who observe, support, and extend children's play experiences to promote
deeper learning while allowing children to lead their own exploration.

Can play-based learning help prepare preschoolers
for formal schooling?
Yes, play-based learning helps prepare preschoolers for formal schooling by
developing foundational skills such as language, literacy, numeracy, self-
regulation, and social competence in an engaging and stress-free way.

What types of play activities are commonly used in
play-based learning?
Common play activities in play-based learning include imaginative play,
sensory play, construction play with blocks, role-playing, arts and crafts,
outdoor exploration, and games that promote cooperation and problem-solving.

How can parents support play-based learning at home?
Parents can support play-based learning at home by providing a safe and
stimulating environment, offering diverse materials, encouraging free play,
participating in their child's play, and allowing time for unstructured
exploration.

Is play-based learning effective for children with
special needs?
Yes, play-based learning is effective for children with special needs as it
can be tailored to individual abilities, promotes engagement and motivation,



and supports development in a flexible and inclusive manner.

What evidence supports the effectiveness of play-
based learning in early childhood education?
Research shows that play-based learning enhances cognitive, social,
emotional, and physical development, improves school readiness, fosters
positive attitudes toward learning, and leads to better long-term academic
and life outcomes.

Additional Resources
1. Play: How It Shapes the Brain, Opens the Imagination, and Invigorates the
Soul
This book by Stuart Brown explores the critical role of play in child
development and learning. It delves into how play influences brain
architecture and creativity, emphasizing its importance beyond just
recreation. The author provides research-backed insights and practical
examples, making it a valuable resource for educators and parents interested
in play-based learning.

2. Einstein Never Used Flashcards: How Our Children Really Learn—and Why They
Need to Play More and Memorize Less
Written by Kathy Hirsh-Pasek and Roberta Michnick Golinkoff, this book
challenges traditional notions of early childhood education. It advocates for
play as the fundamental way children learn, rather than rote memorization or
structured drills. The authors combine scientific research with real-life
stories, offering strategies to foster playful learning environments in
preschool settings.

3. The Power of Play: Learning What Comes Naturally
David Elkind’s book emphasizes the natural learning process that occurs
through play. He discusses how play helps children develop social, emotional,
and cognitive skills that are foundational for lifelong learning. The book
also addresses the pressures of early academic instruction and suggests ways
to balance play with educational goals.

4. Play-Based Learning in the Early Years: Creating a Context for Development
and Learning
This text provides a comprehensive overview of play-based learning theories
and practices for early childhood educators. It highlights how play creates
meaningful learning experiences and supports holistic development in
preschoolers. The author offers practical guidance on designing play-rich
environments that promote curiosity and exploration.

5. Learning Through Play: A Guide for Teachers and Parents
This guidebook offers concrete strategies for integrating play into early
childhood education. It outlines the benefits of play-based learning and
provides activities that foster creativity, problem-solving, and social



skills. The book is designed to help educators and parents collaborate in
nurturing a playful and supportive learning atmosphere.

6. Play and Learning in Early Childhood Settings: International Perspectives
Edited by Elizabeth Wood and Karen Attfield, this collection presents diverse
global approaches to play-based learning. It showcases research and case
studies from different cultural contexts, illustrating how play is used to
support development and learning worldwide. The book is ideal for educators
seeking a broad understanding of international best practices.

7. The Intentional Teacher: Choosing the Best Strategies for Young Children’s
Learning
Ann S. Epstein’s book focuses on how teachers can intentionally use play to
achieve learning objectives in preschool classrooms. It combines theory with
practical examples, demonstrating how guided play can enhance children’s
understanding and skills. The book encourages educators to be reflective and
purposeful in their use of play-based methods.

8. Young Investigators: The Project Approach in the Early Years
This book by Judy Harris Helm and Lilian G. Katz promotes an inquiry-based,
play-centered approach to learning. It describes how young children engage
deeply with topics through exploration, experimentation, and play. The
project approach outlined supports autonomy and critical thinking, making it
a valuable resource for preschool educators.

9. The Play’s the Thing: Teachers’ Roles in Children’s Play
Authored by Elizabeth Jones and Gretchen Reynolds, this book examines the
vital role teachers play in facilitating and enhancing play experiences. It
offers insights into how adults can support children’s learning through
observation, interaction, and scaffolding during play. The book provides
practical advice for creating enriching, developmentally appropriate play
opportunities in early childhood settings.
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  play based learning in preschool: Saving Play Thomas Rendon, Gaye Gronlund, 2017 Saving
Play addresses two questions critical to the field of early childhood education: Can child-directed,
open-ended play activities in preschool and kindergarten classrooms address early learning and
Common Core standards? and Can play be used to reach specific goals and objectives across all
developmental domains? Authors Thomas Rendon and Gaye Gronlund answer both of these
questions with a resounding yes and believe play, academics, and standards can and do work
together--
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  play based learning in preschool: Play and Learning in the Early Years Pat Broadhead,
Justine Howard, Elizabeth Wood, 2010-03-15 Providing high quality play experiences is an essential
part of good early years education, but this can pose a challenge for practitioners who face pressure
from a more didactic primary curriculum, and from parents worried that their children will fail to
acquire essential skills and knowledge. By helping the reader to develop their understanding of the
complex relationships between play and learning, this book examines current theoretical
perspectives on play, alongside examples of recent and innovative play research from a range of
disciplinary and methodological perspectives. With contributions from leading play scholars, it
brings together theory, research, policy and practice in relation to play and learning in early years
settings. The emphasis is on the relationship between play and learning, and play and pedagogy, and
the need to understand these dimensions more substantially in order to teach with confidence.
Included are chapters on: - the influence of play on thinking, problem-solving and creativity -
cooperative play and learning - play, risk and outdoor learning - learning to play in cultural context
There are chapter objectives, reflective points, reflective tasks and suggestions for further reading
throughout, to facilitate critical thinking and encourage independent study. Suitable for early years
practitioners, early childhood students at undergraduate and postgraduate levels, and all those who
work with and care for young children, this is an exciting and thought-provoking book.
  play based learning in preschool: SAGE Handbook of Play and Learning in Early Childhood
Elizabeth Brooker, Mindy Blaise, Susan Edwards, 2014-06-17 ′This Handbook offers diverse
perspectives from scholars across the globe who help us see play in new ways. At the same time the
basic nature of play gives a context for us to learn new theoretical frameworks and methods. A real
gem!′ - Beth Graue, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Wisconsin Center for Education
Research, USA Play and learning scholarship has developed considerably over the last decade, as
has the recognition of its importance to children’s learning and development. Containing chapters
from highly respected researchers, whose work has been critical to building knowledge and
expertise in the field, this Handbook focuses on examining historical, current and future research
issues in play and learning scholarship. Organized into three sections which consider: theoretical
and philosophical perspectives on play and learning play in pedagogy, curriculum and assessment
play contexts. The Handbook′s breadth, clarity and rigor will make it essential reading for
researchers and postgraduate students, as well as professionals with interest in this dynamic and
changing field. Liz Brooker is Reader in Early Childhood in the Faculty of Children and Learning at
the Institute of Education, University of London. Mindy Blaise is an Associate Professor of Early
Childhood Education in the Department of Early Childhood Education at the Hong Kong Institute of
Education. Susan Edwards is Associate Professor in Curriculum and Pedagogy at Australian Catholic
University. This handbook′s International Advisory Board included: Jo Aliwood, The University of
Newcastle, Australia Pat Broadhead, Leeds Metropolitan University, Australia Stig Brostrom, Aarhus
University, Denmark Hasina Ebrahim, University of the Free State, South Africa Beth Graue,
Wisconsin Center for Education Research, USA Amita Gupta, The City College of New York, CUNY,
USA Marjatta Kalliala, University of Helsinki, Finland Rebecca Kantor, University of Colorado
Denver, USA Colette Murphy, Trinity College, Dublin, Republic of Ireland Ellen Sandseter, Queen
Maud University College of Early Childhood Education, Norway
  play based learning in preschool: Play, Learning and the Early Childhood Curriculum
Elizabeth Wood, Jane Attfield, 2005-05-17 `An excellent overview of the development in thinking
about play, based on research into different aspects of play...This book enables the reader to not
only access, and engage with developing theories and ideas, but also provides practical ideas and
examples that have been tried and tested in the classroom. This book should be compulsory reading
for every teacher of young children who are interested in developing their practice to provide a
stimulating, active and playful environment with their children in which effective learning and
positive attitudes are developed' - Bernadette Hancock, Headteacher of Christ the King Primary
School, Cardiff `One of the major strengths of the book is that it makes some complex theory highly
accessible to its audience....This makes it an excellent introductory book for use on inservice and



undergraduate programs' - Sue Rogers, Institute of Education `This book aims to improve the quality
of play in educational settings. It will be valuable for a wide range of practitioners' - Nursery World
`In this new and updated edition of an outstanding book, Wood and Attfield once again demonstrate
how young children make meaning, and construct knowledge, through play. They combine an
informed discussion of the 'ideological tradition' of the early childhood pioneers, which continues to
underpin most contemporary provision, with a refreshing openness to the new insights provided by
recent research, and the new opportunities offered by the Foundation Stage era. Their unrivalled
explanation of the links between theorists, such as Vygotsky, and classroom provision for play, is
now expanded through considerations of recent findings in neuroscience, and a renewed awareness
of the sociocultural contexts of childhood, as well as by studies which acknowledge the importance
of boisterous, rough-and-tumble, play activities for children's development. And throughout, they
remind readers and practitioners of the important distinction between play as a spontaneous activity
of children ('play as such'), and the play which educators offer as a medium for learning' - Elizabeth
Brooker, Course Leader: MA in Childhood Studies, Institute of Education 'This book provides a
thorough and up-to-date overview of the topical issue of teaching and learning through play.
Chapters cover issues including assessment through play, the role of adults in children's play, the
impact of play on social and emotional learning and how to develop a whole-school approach to
learning through play. ...This book is theoretical and detailed but extremely interesting and there is
certainly practical information to be found in it' - Early Talk This timely Second Edition explores
recent developments which strongly endorse play as an integral part of the curriculum. The content
has been fully revised to reflect contemporary thinking about the role and value of play in early
childhood and beyond. A key focus is the provision of a secure theoretical and practical grounding
for developing a pedagogy of play. In the first section, the authors provide an overview of recent
developments in education policies, and reviews of research into different aspects of play. In the
second section, the emphasis is on classroom practice, specifically: organizing and developing play
with particular reference to the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1; establishing progression and
continuity with Key Stage 1; assessing children's learning through play; the role of adults in
children's play; using the plan-do-review approach to integrate child-initiated and adult-directed
play; the importance of socio-dramatic play for children's social and emotional learning; and
developing a whole-school play ethos. This book enables practitioners to create unity between play,
learning and teaching, and to improve the quality of children's learning. New material provided by
practitioners has been added, to show how this unity can be successfully achieved. This is an
essential text for students of education. It is highly recommended to those undertaking degrees in
Childhood Studies and those on Initial Teacher Training programmes in early years and primary
education.
  play based learning in preschool: A Mandate for Playful Learning in Preschool Kathy
Hirsh-Pasek, Roberta Michnick Golinkoff, Laura E. Berk, Dorothy Singer, 2008-10-16 We are robbing
young children of play time at home and school in an effort to give them a head start on academic
skills like reading and mathematics. Yet the scientific evidence suggests that eliminating play from
the lives of children is taking preschool education in the wrong direction. This brief but compelling
book provides a strong counterargument to the rising tide of didactic instruction on preschool
classrooms. The authors present scientific evidence in support of three points: 1) children need both
unstructured free time and playful learning under the gentle guidance of adults to best prepare for
entrance into formal school; 2) academic and social development are inextricably intertwined, so
academic learning must not trump attention to social development; and 3) learning and play are not
incompatible. Rather, playful learning captivates children's minds in ways that support better
academic and social outcomes as well as strategies for lifelong learning. Written in clear and
expressive language, this book offers a comprehensive review of research supporting playful
learning along with succinct policy and practice recommendations that derive from this research. A
Mandate for Playful Learning in Preschool is a must read for teachers, policy makers, and parents
interested in educating a generation of life-long learners who are ready for school and ready to



compete in the knowledge-based economy of the 21st century.
  play based learning in preschool: Play-Responsive Teaching in Early Childhood
Education Niklas Pramling, Cecilia Wallerstedt, Pernilla Lagerlöf, Camilla Björklund, Anne Kultti,
Hanna Palmér, Maria Magnusson, Susanne Thulin, Agneta Jonsson, Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson,
2019-05-07 This open access book develops a theoretical concept of teaching that is relevant to early
childhood education, and based on children’s learning and development through play. It discusses
theoretical premises and research on playing and learning, and proposes the development of
play-responsive didaktik. It examines the processes and products of learning and development,
teaching and its phylogenetic and ontogenetic development, as well as the ‘what’ of learning and
didaktik. Next, it explores the actions, objects and meaning of play and provides insight into the
diversity of beliefs about the practices of play. The book presents ideas on how combined research
and development projects can be carried out, providing incentive and a model for practice
development and research. The second part of the book consists of empirical studies on teacher’s
playing skills and examples of play with very young as well as older children.
  play based learning in preschool: An Integrated Play-Based Curriculum for Young Children
Olivia N. Saracho, 2020-10-05 An Integrated Play-Based Curriculum for Young Children, Second
Edition explores how to integrate play across the curriculum, helping teachers develop their early
childhood curriculum using developmentally and culturally appropriate practice. Distinguished
author Olivia N. Saracho offers a theoretical framework for understanding the origins of an early
childhood play-based curriculum and illuminates how young children learn and understand concepts
in a social and physical environment. This second edition has been fully updated throughout and its
comprehensive coverage has been expanded with entirely new sections on technology and social
media, cultural differences in play, and teaching English language learners and students with
disabilities. Packed with vignettes, activities, and practical examples, this text is essential reading
for pre-service teachers seeking appropriate theoretical practices for designing and implementing a
play-based curriculum.
  play based learning in preschool: SAGE Handbook of Play and Learning in Early
Childhood Elizabeth Brooker, Mindy Blaise, Susan Edwards, 2014-06-17 ′This Handbook offers
diverse perspectives from scholars across the globe who help us see play in new ways. At the same
time the basic nature of play gives a context for us to learn new theoretical frameworks and
methods. A real gem!′ - Beth Graue, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Wisconsin Center for
Education Research, USA Play and learning scholarship has developed considerably over the last
decade, as has the recognition of its importance to children’s learning and development. Containing
chapters from highly respected researchers, whose work has been critical to building knowledge and
expertise in the field, this Handbook focuses on examining historical, current and future research
issues in play and learning scholarship. Organized into three sections which consider: theoretical
and philosophical perspectives on play and learning play in pedagogy, curriculum and assessment
play contexts. The Handbook′s breadth, clarity and rigor will make it essential reading for
researchers and postgraduate students, as well as professionals with interest in this dynamic and
changing field. Liz Brooker is Reader in Early Childhood in the Faculty of Children and Learning at
the Institute of Education, University of London. Mindy Blaise is an Associate Professor of Early
Childhood Education in the Department of Early Childhood Education at the Hong Kong Institute of
Education. Susan Edwards is Associate Professor in Curriculum and Pedagogy at Australian Catholic
University. This handbook′s International Advisory Board included: Jo Aliwood, The University of
Newcastle, Australia Pat Broadhead, Leeds Metropolitan University, Australia Stig Brostrom, Aarhus
University, Denmark Hasina Ebrahim, University of the Free State, South Africa Beth Graue,
Wisconsin Center for Education Research, USA Amita Gupta, The City College of New York, CUNY,
USA Marjatta Kalliala, University of Helsinki, Finland Rebecca Kantor, University of Colorado
Denver, USA Colette Murphy, Trinity College, Dublin, Republic of Ireland Ellen Sandseter, Queen
Maud University College of Early Childhood Education, Norway
  play based learning in preschool: Learning Through Play Christine Robinson, Tracy Treasure,



Dee O'Connor, Gerardine Neylon, Cathie Harrison, Samantha Wynne, 2018-04-10 Learning Through
Play translates the theory of play into practice while seamlessly integrating the Australian
Curriculum, government policy and current trends. It aims to create a shared understanding of play
and play-based pedagogies that positively influence the everyday practices of educators and improve
the learning experiences of children. The book extensively covers the various contexts that children
may engage with during the early years - the period from birth to age 8. Learning Through Play is
structured to complement the Early Years Learning Framework and early childhood education
studies. It begins by drawing on theories to discuss the centrality of play to children's development
and learning, then delves into the practicalities and challenges of implementing these play-based
approaches, and finally discusses the future of play in early childhood contexts. With several
learning features that blend theory, context and practical skills, Learning Through Play will not only
help pre-service teachers to understand play in principle and in practice, but also to advocate
articulately for play-based approaches.
  play based learning in preschool: Young Children's Play and Environmental Education
in Early Childhood Education Amy Cutter-Mackenzie, Susan Edwards, Deborah Moore, Wendy
Boyd, 2014-01-18 In an era in which environmental education has been described as one of the most
pressing educational concerns of our time, further insights are needed to understand how best to
approach the learning and teaching of environmental education in early childhood education. In this
book we address this concern by identifying two principles for using play-based learning early
childhood environmental education. The principles we identify are the result of research conducted
with teachers and children using different types of play-based learning whilst engaged in
environmental education. Such play-types connect with the historical use of play-based learning in
early childhood education as a basis for pedagogy. In the book ‘Beyond Quality in ECE and Care’
authors Dahlberg, Moss and Pence implore readers to ask critical questions about commonly held
images of how young children come to construct themselves within social institutions. In similar
fashion, this little book problematizes the taken-for-grantedness of the childhood development
project in service to the certain cultural narratives. Cutter-Mackenzie, Edwards, Moore and Boyd
challenge traditional conceptions of play-based learning through the medium of environmental
education. This book signals a turning point in social thought grounded in a relational view of
(environmental) education as experiential, intergenerational, interspecies, embodied learning in the
third space. As Barad says, such work is based in inter-actions that can account for the tangled
spaces of agencies. Through the deceptive simplicity of children’s play, the book stimulates
deliberation of the real purposes of pedagogy and of schooling. Paul Hart, University of Regina,
Canada
  play based learning in preschool: Play and STEM Education in the Early Years Sue Dale
Tunnicliffe, Teresa J. Kennedy, 2022-06-16 This edited book provides an overview of unstructured
and structured play scenarios crucial to developing young children’s awareness, interest, and ability
to learn Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) in informal and formal
education environments. The key elements for developing future STEM capital, enabling children to
use their intuitive critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, and promoting active citizenship
and a scientifically literate workforce, begins in the early years as children learn through play,
employing trial and error, and often investigating on their own. Forty-seven STEM experts come
together from 16 countries (Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, England, Finland, Germany,
Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Russia, Sweden, and the USA) and describe
educational policies and experiences related to young learners 3–4 years of age, as well as students
attending formal-nursery school, early primary school, and the early years classes post 5 years of
age. The book is intended for parents seeking to provide STEM activities for their children at home
and in playgroups, citizen scientists seeking guidance to provide children with quality educational
activities, daycare practitioners providing educational structures for young children from birth to
formal education, primary school teachers and preservice teachers seeking to teach preschool,
kindergarten or children typically aged 5–8 years old in grades 1–3, as well as researchers and



policy makers working in science didactics with small children.
  play based learning in preschool: Re-Exploring Play and Playfulness in Early Childhood
Teacher Education Melanie K. Felton, Diana H. Cortez-Castro, 2024-08-12 This book explores early
childhood teacher educators’ lived experiences in designing and implementing intentional
play-based approaches in teaching preservice teachers. The chapters cover action research,
teaching stories about playful classroom practices, and diverse narratives about developing
preservice teachers’ positive views toward play. Early childhood teacher educators will be
encouraged to (re)explore their beliefs about the roles of play and playfulness in higher education.
Readers will learn playful strategies to actively engage preservice teachers in building meaningful
knowledge about play and how to use play to support young children’s learning across varied
cultural contexts, experiences, and individual differences.
  play based learning in preschool: Reconsidering The Role of Play in Early Childhood
Julie M. Nicholson, Debora B. Wisneski, 2020-05-11 Reconsidering the Role of Play in Early
Childhood: Towards Social Justice and Equity—a compilation of current play research in early
childhood education and care—challenges, disrupts, and reexamines conventional perspectives on
play. By highlighting powerful and provocative studies from around the world that attend to the
complexities and diverse contexts of children’s play, the issues of social justice and equity related to
play are made visible. This body of work is framed by the phenomenological viewpoint that presumes
equity is best confronted and improved through developing an expanded understanding of play in its
multiple variations and dimensions. The play studies explore the potential and troubles of play in
teaching and learning, children’s agency in play, the actual spaces where children play, and
different perspectives of play based on identity and culture. The editors invite readers to use the
research as an inspiration to reconsider their conceptions of play and to take action to work for a
world where all children have access to play. This book was originally published as a special issue of
Early Child Development and Care.
  play based learning in preschool: Creative Thinking and Arts-Based Learning:
Preschool Through Fourth Grade, Video-Enhanced Pearson Etext -- Access Card Joan
Isenberg, Mary R. Jalongo, 2013-03-15 Video-Enhanced Pearson eText Access Code. This access
code card provides you access to the new Video-Enhanced eText for Creative Thinking and
Arts-Based Learning: Preschool Through Fourth Grade, 6/e exclusively from Pearson. The
Video-Enhanced Pearson eText is: Engaging. Full-color online chapters include dynamic videos that
show what course concepts look like in real classrooms, model good teaching practice, and expand
upon chapter concepts. Over 30 video links, chosen by our authors and other subject-matter experts,
are embedded right in context of the content you are reading. Convenient. Enjoy instant online
access from your computer or download the Pearson eText App to read on or offline on your iPad
and Android tablets.* Interactive. Features include embedded video, note taking and sharing,
highlighting and search. Affordable. Experience all these advantages of the Video-Enhanced eText
for half the cost of a print bound book. This access code card provides a 6 month subscription to the
video-enhanced Pearson eText for Creative Thinking and Arts-Based Learning, 6/e. At the end of
your subscription, you have the option to extend your access at a reduced cost. In Creative Thinking
and Arts-Based Learning: Preschool Through Fourth Grade, 6/e Joan Packer Isenberg and Mary
Renck Jalongoshow future and current early childhood educators how to integrate children's
creativity, play, and the arts into their curriculum in a way that fosters learning and growth and
meets accountability measures, by emphasizing the use of technology to enhance creativity and the
arts, with myriad suggestions to differentiate instruction and make adaptations for diverse learners
across the art forms. Organized into four main parts, the text covers the foundations of creative
thought; examines children's play, games, and inventions; addresses the subject areas that are
traditionally associated with the creative arts; delves into the teacher's role—supporting creative
expression and play, assessing creative processes and products, and working with diverse families
and communities; and discusses effective design and use of environments, materials, and resources.
Unique boxed pedagogical features make the text more practical, readable, and helpful to the early



childhood educator. Written for prospective and practicing early childhood educators who are
expected to teach in accordance with an increasing number of state, local, and national benchmarks,
this proven and adaptable text will best prepare the early childhood educator for creative thinking in
the classroom and beyond. *The Pearson eText App is available for free on Google Play and in the
App Store.* Requires Android OS 3.1 – 4, a 7” or 10” tablet or iPad iOS 5.0 or newer
  play based learning in preschool: Play and Learning in the Early Years Pat Broadhead,
Justine Howard, Elizabeth Wood, 2010-03-25 Providing high quality play experiences is an essential
part of good early years education, but this can pose a challenge for practitioners who face pressure
from a more didactic primary curriculum, and from parents worried that their children will fail to
acquire essential skills and knowledge. By helping the reader to develop their understanding of the
complex relationships between play and learning, this book examines current theoretical
perspectives on play, alongside examples of recent and innovative play research from a range of
disciplinary and methodological perspectives. With contributions from leading play scholars, it
brings together theory, research, policy and practice in relation to play and learning in early years
settings. The emphasis is on the relationship between play and learning, and play and pedagogy, and
the need to understand these dimensions more substantially in order to teach with confidence.
Included are chapters on: - the influence of play on thinking, problem-solving and creativity -
cooperative play and learning - play, risk and outdoor learning - learning to play in cultural context
There are chapter objectives, reflective points, reflective tasks and suggestions for further reading
throughout, to facilitate critical thinking and encourage independent study. Suitable for early years
practitioners, early childhood students at undergraduate and postgraduate levels, and all those who
work with and care for young children, this is an exciting and thought-provoking book.
  play based learning in preschool: Several Perspectives on Children's Play Jan van Gils,
2007
  play based learning in preschool: Planning for Play, Observation, and Learning in Preschool
and Kindergarten Gaye Gronlund, 2012-12-11 Plan developmentally appropriate, play-based
curriculum for early childhood classrooms.
  play based learning in preschool: Digital Technologies and Learning in the Early Years
Lorna Arnott, 2017-04-10 iPads, mobile phones, tablets and many other digital devices feature in the
lives of children from the moment they are born, but what is the place of these technologies in
children’s early years and learning experiences? In the age of the ‘Techno-Tot’ this edited collection
focuses on exploring the potential of what children can do with technologies, rather than what
technologies can do for children. With chapters written by a range of international authors, this
book: offers an evidence-based discussion of children’s experiences with technologies in early years
education broadens our understanding of technologies in early years, beyond the typical focus on
screen-based media details the child’s ‘story’ with technology offers a range of case studies from the
UK, USA, Australia and Europe. Lorna Arnott will be discussing key ideas from Digital Technologies
and Learning in the Early Years in the SAGE Early Years Masterclass, a free professional
development experience hosted by Kathy Brodie.
  play based learning in preschool: New Approaches in Mobile Learning for Early Childhood
Education Papadakis, Stamatios, Kalogiannakis, Michail, 2024-07-22 As personal computing devices
transition from traditional computers to contemporary mobile platforms, a global revolution in
technology-based learning is underway. In the context of contemporary education, a critical
challenge involves aligning traditional pedagogical methods with the developmental needs of today's
learners. The intersection of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and education is
pivotal, with mobile devices emerging as transformative catalysts. New Approaches in Mobile
Learning for Early Childhood Education explores the advantages inherent in mobile learning,
highlighting various forms of ICT as technically appropriate tools that cater to the developmental
needs of children. The book underscores the distinctive benefits of mobile learning, such as
heightened user motivation, intuitive usability, and high accessibility and reliability. It positions ICT
as an indispensable asset, overshadowing conventional teaching approaches, and emphasizes the



principal benefit of these advancements: the facilitation of accelerated and more effective learning
in education. Within the pages of this book, empirical studies unravel the transformative potential of
mobile learning applications and their corresponding pedagogical strategies. Tailored for educators,
researchers, and policymakers, the book delves into diverse subject domains and age groups,
navigating through topics such as mobile learning intricacies, educational applications for children,
and innovative science and mathematics education strategies.
  play based learning in preschool: Play, Learning and the Early Childhood Curriculum
Elizabeth Wood, 2013-03-18 The Third Edition of this popular book reflects contemporary research
as well as thinking about the role and value of play in learning and development, within and beyond
early childhood. The author explores recent developments across international contexts which
endorse play, and argues for critical engagement with some aspects of policy discourse in how
′educational play′ is constrructed. This accesible book also reviews contemporary theoretical trends
which focus on the meanings and intentions that children bring to their play. The new edition
includes coverage of: - play in education policies; UK and international perspectives - working with
parents - social and cultural diversity - children with special educational needs and disabilities -
outdoor play Each chapter includes case studies provided by practitioners, along with questions and
tasks to promote critical engagement and reflection on key issues and debates. This book is for
students on Childhood Studies courses and those on Initial Teacher Education and Masters
programmes in early childhood and primary education. Experienced practitioners on CPD courses
will also find it useful.
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