
policy paradox definition

policy paradox definition is a concept that captures the inherent contradictions and complexities present in
public policy making. It highlights the conflicting goals, values, and interests that policymakers must navigate
as they design and implement policies. Understanding the policy paradox is crucial for comprehending why policy
decisions often produce unexpected or contradictory outcomes despite rational intentions. This article
explores the policy paradox definition in depth, examining its theoretical foundations, implications for policy
analysis, and examples that illustrate its practical significance. Additionally, the discussion will cover how
recognizing the paradox can improve policy formulation and evaluation processes. This comprehensive overview
aims to provide a clear and detailed understanding of the policy paradox definition and its role in public
administration and political science.
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Theoretical Foundations of the Policy Paradox

The policy paradox definition stems from the field of political science and public policy, where it serves to
explain the contradictions that arise in policymaking processes. The term gained prominence through the work of
political theorist Deborah Stone, who emphasized that policy issues are rarely straightforward or purely
technical problems. Instead, they involve competing interpretations of facts, values, and interests, leading to
paradoxical outcomes. The paradox arises because policies must simultaneously address multiple, often
conflicting objectives, such as equity versus efficiency or individual freedom versus collective welfare. This
complexity reflects the inherently political nature of policymaking, where diverse stakeholders seek to influence
outcomes based on differing priorities and beliefs.

Origins and Scholarly Contributions

The concept of the policy paradox has its roots in the broader study of public choice and policy analysis.
Early scholars recognized that traditional rational models of policymaking failed to capture the complexities
of real-world decision-making. Deborah Stone’s work, particularly her book "Policy Paradox: The Art of
Political Decision Making," articulated the idea that policy decisions are not solely about technical
optimization but involve symbolic, rhetorical, and strategic dimensions. This scholarly foundation challenges
simplistic views of policy as a linear, value-neutral process and instead frames it as a dynamic, contested
arena shaped by power and interpretation.

Key Components of the Policy Paradox

The policy paradox definition involves several key components that illustrate why policy decisions are rarely
straightforward. At its core, the paradox revolves around conflicting goals, ambiguous problem definitions,
and the interplay of facts and values. Understanding these components is essential for grasping how paradoxes
manifest in practice and why they complicate policy analysis.



Conflicting Goals and Values

One primary element of the policy paradox is the existence of multiple, often incompatible goals within a single
policy issue. For example, a policy aimed at reducing crime may simultaneously seek to enhance public safety,
protect civil liberties, and reduce government spending. These goals can conflict, making it difficult to design a
policy that satisfies all objectives. The paradox lies in the necessity to prioritize among these competing
values, often resulting in trade-offs and unintended consequences.

Ambiguity in Problem Definition

Another critical component is the ambiguity inherent in defining policy problems. Different stakeholders may
perceive the same issue in radically different ways, leading to divergent interpretations of causes, solutions,
and priorities. This ambiguity complicates consensus-building and creates space for political contestation. The
policy paradox definition highlights that how a problem is framed can shape policy outcomes as much as the
solutions themselves.

Interplay of Facts and Values

The policy paradox also recognizes that facts and values are intertwined in policymaking. Scientific data and
empirical evidence inform policy decisions, but they are inevitably interpreted through value-laden perspectives.
This interplay means that what counts as relevant evidence or a legitimate fact is often debated, reflecting
deeper normative disagreements. The paradox emerges when objective information is used selectively to support
competing policy agendas.

Implications for Policy Analysis and Decision-Making

The policy paradox definition has significant implications for how policymakers, analysts, and stakeholders
approach the process of policy formulation and evaluation. Recognizing the paradox encourages a more
nuanced and realistic understanding of policy dynamics, which can improve decision-making quality and
effectiveness.

Challenges to Rational Decision-Making Models

Traditional models of policy analysis assume that decisions result from rational evaluation of options to
achieve clearly defined goals. The policy paradox challenges this assumption by demonstrating that goals are
often ambiguous and conflicting, and that political and symbolic considerations play a central role. This
insight calls for more flexible analytical frameworks that account for complexity, uncertainty, and power
dynamics.

Importance of Stakeholder Engagement

Because the policy paradox involves multiple perspectives and interests, effective policy analysis requires
inclusive stakeholder engagement. Engaging diverse groups helps clarify differing values and priorities,
facilitates negotiation, and can lead to more legitimate and sustainable policy outcomes. Understanding the
paradox encourages analysts to consider the political context and the role of discourse in shaping policy
options.



Use of Narrative and Framing Strategies

The policy paradox definition underscores the importance of narrative and framing in policy debates.
Policymakers and advocates use stories, symbols, and metaphors to frame problems and solutions in ways
that resonate with public values and gain support. Recognizing this strategic use of language helps analysts
interpret policy conflicts and craft more effective communication strategies.

Examples Illustrating the Policy Paradox

Concrete examples help to illustrate the complexities encapsulated in the policy paradox definition. These
examples demonstrate how conflicting values, ambiguous problems, and contested facts produce paradoxical
policy outcomes in various domains.

Healthcare Policy

Healthcare reform often exemplifies the policy paradox. Policymakers must balance goals such as expanding
access, controlling costs, maintaining quality, and respecting individual choice. These objectives frequently
conflict, leading to debates over public versus private provision, the role of government regulation, and
funding priorities. The paradox is evident in how different stakeholders frame the problem: as a market failure, a
social right, or a fiscal challenge.

Environmental Regulation

Environmental policies face paradoxes between economic development and ecological protection. For instance,
efforts to reduce pollution may impose costs on businesses and consumers, raising questions about fairness
and economic competitiveness. The ambiguity in defining environmental problems and interpreting scientific data
further complicates policy decisions. Conflicting values of economic growth and sustainability highlight the
core tensions described by the policy paradox.

Criminal Justice Reform

Policies aimed at reforming the criminal justice system reveal paradoxes involving public safety, rehabilitation,
and social justice. Efforts to reduce incarceration rates may conflict with demands for stricter law
enforcement. Additionally, divergent interpretations of crime causes influence policy options, illustrating the
ambiguity and value conflicts central to the policy paradox definition.

Strategies for Managing the Policy Paradox

While the policy paradox presents challenges, there are strategies that policymakers and analysts can employ
to navigate its complexities effectively. These approaches aim to acknowledge the paradox rather than ignore
it, fostering more deliberate and adaptive policymaking.

Embracing Deliberative Processes

Deliberative democracy techniques, such as public forums and stakeholder dialogues, help surface diverse
perspectives and clarify value conflicts. These processes promote mutual understanding and can lead to more
balanced policy decisions that reflect broader societal consensus.



Adaptive and Incremental Policymaking

Given the uncertainty and ambiguity inherent in the policy paradox, adopting adaptive strategies allows
policymakers to experiment, learn, and adjust policies over time. Incremental changes can reduce resistance and
accommodate evolving knowledge and preferences.

Integrating Multidisciplinary Approaches

Addressing the policy paradox benefits from integrating insights from political science, economics, sociology,
and ethics. This multidisciplinary perspective enhances the capacity to analyze complex problems and design
policies that consider multiple dimensions simultaneously.

Key Practices to Manage Policy Paradoxes:

Engage diverse stakeholders early and continuously

Use clear and transparent communication to frame issues

Prioritize flexibility and responsiveness in policy design

Balance empirical evidence with normative considerations

Promote iterative evaluation and learning mechanisms

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of a policy paradox?

A policy paradox refers to a situation where policy decisions or outcomes contradict the intended goals or
logic, highlighting the complexity and conflicting interests inherent in public policymaking.

Who popularized the term 'policy paradox'?

The term 'policy paradox' was popularized by Deborah Stone in her influential book 'Policy Paradox: The Art
of Political Decision Making,' where she explores the contradictions and complexities in policy processes.

Why is understanding the policy paradox important in public policy?

Understanding the policy paradox is important because it reveals that policy decisions are rarely
straightforward or purely rational; they involve competing values, interests, and interpretations that affect
outcomes.

How does a policy paradox affect decision-making?

A policy paradox affects decision-making by introducing contradictions and competing perspectives, making it
challenging for policymakers to create solutions that satisfy all stakeholders and achieve intended goals.



Can you give an example of a policy paradox?

An example of a policy paradox is when a government increases funding for public education to improve quality
but simultaneously imposes strict standardized testing that may limit educational creativity and outcomes.

What role do values play in the policy paradox?

Values play a central role in the policy paradox, as different stakeholders prioritize different values, leading
to conflicting interpretations of what policies should achieve and how success is measured.

How does the policy paradox challenge the idea of objective policymaking?

The policy paradox challenges objective policymaking by showing that policy problems and solutions are
socially constructed and influenced by subjective values, interests, and political power rather than purely
objective analysis.

What strategies can policymakers use to navigate policy paradoxes?

Policymakers can navigate policy paradoxes by acknowledging conflicting values, engaging diverse
stakeholders, seeking compromises, and being transparent about trade-offs involved in policy choices.

Additional Resources
1. Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making
This seminal book by Deborah Stone explores the complexities and contradictions inherent in policy-making. It
challenges the traditional rational model by emphasizing the role of values, symbols, and political narratives.
Stone illustrates how policy problems are framed and how ambiguity shapes policy debates, making it an
essential read for understanding policy paradoxes.

2. Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies
John W. Kingdon’s book delves into the process by which issues gain attention and become part of the policy
agenda. It highlights the interplay of problem recognition, policy proposals, and political circumstances. The
work provides insight into how paradoxes emerge when multiple streams converge or diverge in policy formation.

3. The Logic of Policy Inquiry
This book offers a comprehensive framework for analyzing public policy through multiple lenses, including
paradoxes that arise from competing goals and values. It emphasizes the importance of understanding the
underlying assumptions and contextual factors influencing policy decisions. Readers gain tools for dissecting
complex policy problems that defy straightforward solutions.

4. Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives
Authored by Michael E. Kraft and Scott R. Furlong, this text covers the fundamentals of policy analysis while
acknowledging the paradoxes in political decision-making. It discusses how conflicting interests and values
impact the formulation and implementation of policies. The book is a practical guide for students and
practitioners confronting policy dilemmas.

5. Understanding Public Policy
Thomas R. Dye’s work explains the dynamics of public policy, including the paradoxical nature of policymaking
processes. It examines the roles of various actors and institutions, highlighting how competing interpretations
and interests lead to contradictory outcomes. The book is accessible and provides a clear introduction to
policy paradoxes.

6. Street-Level Bureaucracy: Dilemmas of the Individual in Public Services
Michael Lipsky’s influential book focuses on the paradoxes faced by frontline public service workers who
implement policies. It explores how discretion and resource constraints create gaps between policy intentions
and practical outcomes. This perspective sheds light on the paradox between policy design and execution.



7. Policy Paradox and Political Reason
This collection of essays expands on Deborah Stone’s original ideas by exploring the philosophical and
practical implications of policy paradoxes. Contributors analyze how political reasoning shapes policy
debates and decisions amidst ambiguity and conflicting values. The book is valuable for those interested in the
theoretical underpinnings of policy paradoxes.

8. Evidence, Policy, and Practice: Critical Perspectives in Health and Social Care
This book examines the paradoxes involved in using evidence to inform policy, particularly in health and social
care sectors. It discusses challenges such as conflicting data, political agendas, and ethical considerations.
The text encourages critical thinking about how evidence and values interact in policy decisions.

9. Complexity and Public Policy: A New Approach to 21st Century Politics, Policy and Society
Written by Robert Geyer and Samir Rihani, this book addresses the paradoxes arising from complex social
systems in public policy. It argues for embracing complexity rather than seeking overly simplistic policy
solutions. The authors provide frameworks for understanding and managing paradoxical outcomes in
contemporary policymaking.
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  policy paradox definition: Policy Paradox and Political Reason Deborah A. Stone, 1988
Includes index.
  policy paradox definition: The Practice of American Public Policymaking Selden Biggs, Lelia
B. Helms, 2014-12-18 Designed for upper-level and professional courses, this text is a
state-of-the-art introduction to the public policymaking process that gives equal attention to issues of
policy implementation and public governance. It uses an innovative systems approach, integrating
the activities, actors, tools, and techniques of policymaking, to provide a comprehensive framework
for policy design and analysis. The book is practice-oriented, with a focus on the ways that
policymakers at all levels employ the standard technologies of governance - authority, agency,
program, rule, contract, and budget - to design policy outputs and achieve policy outcomes. Through
extensive use of graphics, the text makes concepts easy to grasp for a generation of students
accustomed to the visual presentation of ideas. Case studies illustrate the tools and techniques
discussed, and key terms, questions for discussion, and suggested readings round out each chapter.
  policy paradox definition: The Politics of Policy Analysis Paul Cairney, 2021-02-10 This
book focuses on two key ways to improve the literature surrounding policy analysis. Firstly, it
explores the implications of new developments in policy process research, on the role of psychology
in communication and the multi-centric nature of policymaking. This is particularly important since
policy analysts engage with policymakers who operate in an environment over which they have
limited understanding and even less control. Secondly, it incorporates insights from studies of
power, co-production, feminism, and decolonisation, to redraw the boundaries of policy-relevant
knowledge. These insights help raise new questions and change expectations about the role and
impact of policy analysis.
  policy paradox definition: The Politics of Problem Definition David A. Rochefort, Roger W.
Cobb, 1994 At the nexus of politics and policy development lies persistent conflict over where
problems come from, what they signify, and, based on the answers to those questions, what kinds of
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solutions should be sought. Policy researchers call this process problem definition. Written for both
scholars and students, this book explains how and why social issues come to be defined in different
ways, how these definitions are expressed in the world of politics, and what consequences these
definitions have for government action and agenda-setting dynamics. The authors demonstrate in
two theoretical chapters and seven provocative case studies how problem definition affects
policymaking for high-profile social issues like AIDS, drugs, and sexual harassment as well as for
problems like traffic congestion, plant closings, agricultural tax benefits, and air transportation. By
examining the way social problems are framed for political discussion, the authors illuminate the
unique impact of beliefs, values, ideas, and language on the public policymaking process and its
outcomes. In so doing, they establish a common vocabulary for the study of problem definition;
review and critique the insights of existing work on the topic; and identify directions for future
research.
  policy paradox definition: The Culture of National Security Peter J. Katzenstein, 1996 The
political transformations of the 1980s and 1990s have dramatically affected models of national and
international security. Particularly since the end of the Cold War, scholars have been uncertain
about how to interpret the effects of major shifts in the balance of power. Are we living today in a
unipolar, bipolar, or multipolar world? Are we moving toward an international order that makes the
recurrence of major war in Europe or Asia highly unlikely or virtually inevitable? Is ideological
conflict between states diminishing or increasing?
  policy paradox definition: The Environmental Case Judith A. Layzer, 2015-09-18 Answers to
environmental issues are not black and white. Debates around policy are often among those with
fundamentally different values, and the way that problems and solutions are defined plays a central
role in shaping how those values are translated into policy. The Environmental Case captures the
real-world complexity of creating environmental policy, and this much-anticipated Fourth Edition
contains fifteen carefully constructed cases. Through her analysis, Editor Judith Layzer
systematically explores the background, players, contributing factors, and outcomes of each case,
and gives readers insight into some of the most interesting and controversial issues in U.S.
environmental policymaking.
  policy paradox definition: Political and Civic Leadership Richard A. Couto, 2010-09-14 This
work within The SAGE Reference Series on Leadership provides undergraduate students with an
authoritative reference resource on political and civic leadership. This 2-volume set focuses on the
100 most important topics, issues, question, and debates specific to politics and civic society. Entries
provide students with more detailed information and depth of discussion than typically found in an
encyclopedia entry while avoiding much of the jargon, detail and density one might find in a journal
article or a research handbook chapter. Key Features Includes entries written by a global panel of
renowned experts Offers broad coverage of important, of-the-moment topics related to political and
civic leadership, including explorations of the personalities and environments of political leaders,
leadership roles in governance and allegiance, citizen activists and civic engagement, political
campaigning, urban politics and leadership, public management, ethics in politics, policy
development and implementation, executive management of public opinion, political speechmaking
and the bully pulpit, congressional leadership, crisis management, and more Considers the history of
political and civic leadership, with examples from the lives of pivotal figures, as well as the
institutional settings and processes that lead to both opportunities and constraints unique to the
political realm Provides students with more depth than usual encyclopedic entries while avoiding the
jargon, detail, and density of more advanced works Features an approachable and clear writing style
with appeal to undergraduate researchers and offers a list of further readings after each entry, as
well as a detailed index and an online version of the work to maximize accessibility for today′s
students
  policy paradox definition: Higher Education: Handbook of Theory and Research Laura
W. Perna, 2025-01-30 Published annually since 1985, the Handbook series provides a compendium
of thorough and integrative literature reviews on a diverse array of topics of interest to the higher



education scholarly and policy communities. Each chapter provides a comprehensive review of
research findings on a selected topic, critiques the research literature in terms of its conceptual and
methodological rigor, and sets forth an agenda for future research intended to advance knowledge
on the chosen topic. The Handbook focuses on a comprehensive set of central areas of study in
higher education that encompasses the salient dimensions of scholarly and policy inquiries
undertaken in the international higher education community. Each annual volume contains chapters
on such diverse topics as research on college students and faculty, organization and administration,
curriculum and instruction, policy, diversity issues, economics and finance, history and philosophy,
community colleges, advances in research methodology, and more. The series is fortunate to have
attracted annual contributions from distinguished scholars throughout the world.
  policy paradox definition: Television Lori A. Brainard, 2004 Despite a political environment
conducive to deregulation, television is one industry that consistently fails to loosen government's
regulatory grip. To explain why, Lori A. Brainard explores the technological changes, industry
structures and political dynamics which influence policy.
  policy paradox definition: The SAGE Encyclopedia of World Poverty Mehmet Odekon,
2015-06-15 The SAGE Encyclopedia of World Poverty, Second Edition addresses the persistence of
poverty across the globe while updating and expanding the landmark work, Encyclopedia of World
Poverty, originally published in 2006 prior to the economic calamities of 2008. For instance, while
continued high rates of income inequality might be unsurprising in developing countries such as
Mexico, the Organization of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) reported in May 2013
even countries with historically low levels of income inequality have experienced significant
increases over the past decade, including Denmark, Sweden, and Germany. The U.N. and the World
Bank also emphasize the persistent nature of the problem. It is not all bad news. In March 2013, the
Guardian newspaper reported, Some of the poorest people in the world are becoming significantly
less poor, according to a groundbreaking academic study which has taken a new approach to
measuring deprivation. The report, by Oxford University’s poverty and human development
initiative, predicts that countries among the most impoverished in the world could see acute poverty
eradicated within 20 years if they continue at present rates. On the other hand, the U.N. says
environmental threats from climate change could push billions more into extreme poverty in coming
decades. All of these points lead to the need for a revised, updated, and expanded edition of the
Encyclopedia of World Poverty. Key Features: 775 evaluated and updated and 175 entirely new
entries New Reader’s Guide categories Signed articles, with cross-references Further Readings will
be accompanied by pedagogical elements Updated Chronology, Resource Guide, Glossary, and
thorough new Index The SAGE Encyclopedia of World Poverty, Second Edition is a dependable
source for students and researchers who are researching world poverty, making it a must-have
reference for all academic libraries.
  policy paradox definition: Open for Business Judith A. Layzer, 2012-11-02 A detailed analysis
of the policy effects of conservatives' decades-long effort to dismantle the federal regulatory
framework for environmental protection. Since the 1970s, conservative activists have invoked free
markets and distrust of the federal government as part of a concerted effort to roll back
environmental regulations. They have promoted a powerful antiregulatory storyline to counter
environmentalists' scenario of a fragile earth in need of protection, mobilized grassroots opposition,
and mounted creative legal challenges to environmental laws. But what has been the impact of all
this activity on policy? In this book, Judith Layzer offers a detailed and systematic analysis of
conservatives' prolonged campaign to dismantle the federal regulatory framework for environmental
protection. Examining conservatives' influence from the Nixon era to the Obama administration,
Layzer describes a set of increasingly sophisticated tactics—including the depiction of
environmentalists as extremist elitists, a growing reliance on right-wing think tanks and media
outlets, the cultivation of sympathetic litigators and judges, and the use of environmentally friendly
language to describe potentially harmful activities. She argues that although conservatives have
failed to repeal or revamp any of the nation's environmental statutes, they have influenced the



implementation of those laws in ways that increase the risks we face, prevented or delayed action on
newly recognized problems, and altered the way Americans think about environmental problems and
their solutions. Layzer's analysis sheds light not only on the politics of environmental protection but
also, more generally, on the interaction between ideas and institutions in the development of policy.
  policy paradox definition: Turmoil in American Public Policy Leslie R. Alm, Ross E.
Burkhart, Marc V. Simon, 2010-04-15 This book explores the intricacies of the science-policy linkage
that pervades environmental policymaking in a democracy. These are the key questions that this
primary textbook for courses on American public policymaking and environmental policymaking
addresses and attempts to answer. Turmoil in American Public Policy: Science, Democracy, and the
Environment first lays out the basics of the policymaking process in the United States in relation to
the substantive issues of environmental policymaking. Drawing on hundreds of interviews, the
authors highlight the views and experiences of scientists, especially natural scientists, in their
interactions with policymakers and their efforts to harness the findings of their science to rational
public policy. The proper role of science and scientists in relation to environmental policymaking
hinges on fundamental questions at the intersection of political philosophy and scientific
epistemology. How can the experimental nature of the scientific method and the probabilistic
expression of scientific results be squared with the normative language of legislation and regulation?
If scientists undertake to square the circle by hardening the tentative truths of their scientific
models into positive truths to underpin public policy, at what point may they be judged to have
exceeded the proper limits of scientific knowledge, relinquished their role as impartial experts, and
become partisan advocates demanding too much say in a democratic setting? Providing
students—and secondarily policymakers, scientists, and citizen activists—a theoretical and practical
knowledge of the means availed by modern American democracy for resolving this tension is the
object of this progressively structured textbook.
  policy paradox definition: Analyzing the Role of Citizen Science in Modern Research
Ceccaroni, Luigi, Piera, Jaume, 2016-10-25 As the need for sustainable development practices
around the world continues to grow, it has become imperative for citizens to become actively
engaged in the global transition. By evaluating data collected from various global programs,
researchers are able to identify strategies and challenges in implementing civic engagement
initiatives. Analyzing the Role of Citizen Science in Modern Research focuses on analyzing data on
current initiatives and best practices in citizen engagement and education programs across various
disciplines. Highlighting emergent research and application techniques within citizen science
initiatives, this publication appeals to academicians, researchers, policy makers, government
officials, technology developers, advanced-level students and program developers interested in
launching or improving citizen science programs across the globe.
  policy paradox definition: American Public Administration Robert A. Cropf, John L.
Wagner, 2023-07-31 American Public Administration has been the go-to introductory textbook for
Public Administration courses with a focus on civil society for the better part of two decades. Now in
an extensively revised and updated third edition, authors Cropf and Wagner weave the most recent
and compelling research throughout every chapter to give students a useful, in-depth understanding
of the field today. Changes to this edition include: Three new chapters, including one on public
administration’s role in community resilience, a second on public administration and public health,
and a complete rewrite of the chapter on managing information resources in public organizations.
Extended discussions about the importance of civil society in public administration as well as the
growing role of information technology, including the role of government in combating
misinformation and disinformation. New coverage of topics, including but not limited to: the need for
better disaster and pandemic planning at all levels of government; a need for greater preparedness
related to global climate change; the worsening of the wealth inequality gap in the United States;
America’s changing role in the world’s economy; important efforts to achieve racial, economic, and
social equality and the response from government; and the increasing and evolving relationship
between police and the community in the United States. Fully updated pedagogical tools including



chapter summaries, discussion questions, brief case studies, case study discussion questions, key
terms, and suggestions for further reading in each chapter, as well as accompanying support
material that can be easily incorporated into Learning Management Systems (LMS), including
Canvas and Blackboard. Comprehensive, well-written, and offering a careful consideration of the
fundamentals, American Public Administration, Third Edition is an ideal introductory text for courses
at undergraduate or graduate level, offering students a broader civil society context in which to
understand public service.
  policy paradox definition: Anticipatory Policymaking Rob A. DeLeo, 2015-09-16 Public
policy analysts and political pundits alike tend to describe the policymaking process as a reactive
sequence in which government develops solutions for clearly evident and identifiable problems.
While this depiction holds true in many cases, it fails to account for instances in which public policy
is enacted in anticipation of a potential future problem. Whereas traditional policy concerns manifest
themselves through ongoing harms, anticipatory problems are projected to occur sometime in the
future, and it is the prospect of their potentially catastrophic impact that generates intense
speculation and concern in the present. Anticipatory Policymaking: When Government Acts to
Prevent Problems and Why It Is So Difficult provides an in depth examination of the complex process
through which United States government institutions anticipate emerging threats. Using
contemporary debates over the risks associated with nanotechnology, pandemic influenza, and
global warming as case study material, Rob A. DeLeo highlights the distinctive features of proactive
governance. By challenging the pervasive assumption of reactive policymaking, DeLeo provides a
dynamic approach for conceptualizing the political dimensions of anticipatory policy change.
  policy paradox definition: Basic Interests Frank R. Baumgartner, Beth L. Leech, 1998-03-23 A
generation ago, scholars saw interest groups as the single most important element in the American
political system. Today, political scientists are more likely to see groups as a marginal influence
compared to institutions such as Congress, the presidency, and the judiciary. Frank Baumgartner
and Beth Leech show that scholars have veered from one extreme to another not because of changes
in the political system, but because of changes in political science. They review hundreds of books
and articles about interest groups from the 1940s to today; examine the methodological and
conceptual problems that have beset the field; and suggest research strategies to return
interest-group studies to a position of greater relevance. The authors begin by explaining how the
group approach to politics became dominant forty years ago in reaction to the constitutional-legal
approach that preceded it. They show how it fell into decline in the 1970s as scholars ignored the
impact of groups on government to focus on more quantifiable but narrower subjects, such as
collective-action dilemmas and the dynamics of recruitment. As a result, despite intense research
activity, we still know very little about how groups influence day-to-day governing. Baumgartner and
Leech argue that scholars need to develop a more coherent set of research questions, focus on
large-scale studies, and pay more attention to the context of group behavior. Their book will give
new impetus and direction to a field that has been in the academic wilderness too long.
  policy paradox definition: Assertive Community Treatment Sandra Johnson, 2017-09-08
The twenty-first century has witnessed an explosion in studies on comparative health studies, but
mental health remains virtually ignored. Unlike the well researched topic of health policy, there is a
gap in the marketplace covering mental health policy and health care policymaking. This book fills
that gap; it is a comparative analysis of the implementation of Assertive Community Treatment
(ACT), an evidence-based practice employed in two states that promises to empower the well-being
of individuals suffering from mental illness. Assertive Community Treatment specifically examines
the tension separating the notion of client recovery and evidence-based programs. Johnson
challenges the assumption that practitioners should rely on evidence-based practices to close the
gap between scientific knowledge and practice. She argues that in an era of managed care, this
encourages state mental health administrators to adopt policies that are overly focused on
outcomes. Programs that can measure the outcomes of care provided, and evidence-based practices,
have become central aspects of the quality care agenda. This study traces the role of policy



entrepreneurs throughout the Assertive Community Treatment policymaking process. By
differentiating mental health in general, qualitative research increases the chances of observing
similarities and differences in outcomes. Johnson explains why the ACT model was adopted and
implemented. She concludes that there is a clear monopoly by medical researchers and scientists
within Assertive Community Treatment research, and as a result, too much emphasis is placed on
the roles of policy entrepreneurs as the main innovators in the agenda and policy formulation stages.
Johnson presents a strong argument for more innovation in the implementation stage.
  policy paradox definition: International Perspectives on Voluntary Action David Lewis,
2013-11-05 This text presents a perspective on the third sector. Rather than considering
non-governmental development organizations and voluntary agencies separately, it explores the
similarities, differences and growing connections between them in both northern and southern
contexts. Authors in the field consider the differences in scale and priority that exist between
different types of third sector organizations in different settings, as well as the common challenges
of accountability, legitimacy, effectiveness and governance. Models of learning and communication,
including southern ideas such as micro-credit provision, are also examined, as are the continuing
barriers.
  policy paradox definition: Reclaiming Brownfields Professor Cynthia Jackson-Elmoore,
Professor Laura A Reese, Professor Richard C Hula, 2012-10-28 The environmental legacy of past
industrial and agricultural development can simultaneously pose serious threats to human health
and impede reuse of contaminated land. The urban landscape around the world is littered with sites
contaminated with a variety of toxins produced by past use. Both public and private sector actors are
often reluctant to make significant investments in properties that simultaneously pose significant
potential human health issues, and may demand complex and very expensive cleanups. The chapters
in this volume recognize that land and water contamination are now almost universally
acknowledged to be key social, economic, and political issues. How multiple societies have
attempted to craft and implement public policy to deal with these issues provides the central focus
of the book. The volume is unique in that it provides a global comparative perspective on brownfield
policy and examples of its use in a variety of countries.
  policy paradox definition: Leadership for the North Douglas C. Nord, 2019-01-29 This book
investigates multidimensional change in the Arctic and policy response to it. It focuses its attention
on the need for effective leadership within the region. In so doing it considers the contribution made
by the main international organization of the region, the Arctic Council. In particular, it examines
the various leadership functions undertaken by the Chair of that body including that of convener,
manager, promoter, representative and resolver of differences. It is argued that in performing these
multiple roles the Chair is contributing to the necessary leadership required to address pressing
Arctic concerns. The book highlights the activities of the four most recent Arctic Council Chairs,
Sweden, Canada, the United States and Finland. It considers the programs for action that each of
these countries promoted during their terms at the helm of this major circumpolar organization. It
examines the particular approaches, methods and strategies that eachused to advance its agenda
and the consequences of such efforts. It focuses attention on the need for building consensus among
a diverse membership including Arctic states, organizations representing northern indigenous
peoples, non-Arctic countries and non-governmental bodies. Drawing upon the insights of scholars
from several disciplines from across the circumpolar community, the collected essays in this volume
seek to paint a picture of the real challenges and opportunities for international diplomacy in the
contemporary North. It suggests that there are true “lessons to be learned” in advancing leadership
within the region. The book provides a means for considering these and the most effective means of
response.
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