premarital counseling questions for
christians

premarital counseling questions for christians are essential tools that help
couples prepare for a lifelong commitment grounded in faith and mutual
understanding. These questions facilitate open, honest communication between
partners and ensure alignment on spiritual, emotional, and practical aspects
of marriage. Christian premarital counseling emphasizes the biblical
foundation of marriage, focusing on love, respect, and shared values.
Addressing important topics such as faith practices, conflict resolution,
family planning, and financial stewardship helps couples build a strong and
resilient relationship. This article explores key premarital counseling
questions for Christians, organized into relevant categories to guide couples
and counselors alike through a comprehensive preparation process.

Spiritual Foundations and Faith

Communication and Conflict Resolution
e Family and Relationships
e Financial Stewardship and Planning

e Expectations and Life Goals

Spiritual Foundations and Faith

For Christian couples, a shared faith is a cornerstone of marriage.
Premarital counseling questions for Christians often begin with exploring
individual beliefs and how faith will be incorporated into married life.
Understanding each partner’s spiritual Jjourney and commitment helps lay a
strong foundation for the relationship.

Personal Faith and Beliefs

Discussing each person’s relationship with God, church involvement, and
spiritual disciplines such as prayer and Bible study is vital. This helps
ensure compatibility and mutual encouragement in faith growth.

Faith Practices as a Couple

Couples should consider how they will worship together, participate in church
activities, and raise children within the Christian faith. Premarital
counseling questions for Christians often address the importance of regular
fellowship and spiritual accountability.



Handling Differences in Faith

Even within Christianity, differences in doctrine or practice may exist.
Counseling helps couples navigate these differences respectfully and find
common ground for unity in marriage.

Communication and Conflict Resolution

Effective communication is essential for any successful marriage. Christian
premarital counseling questions focus on how couples express emotions, handle
disagreements, and maintain respect during conflicts, all rooted in biblical
principles.

Communication Styles and Preferences

Understanding how each partner communicates—whether verbally, non-verbally,
or through actions—can prevent misunderstandings and foster empathy.

Resolving Conflicts Biblically

Christian counseling emphasizes forgiveness, humility, and seeking
reconciliation. Couples discuss strategies for addressing disagreements
constructively and avoiding harmful patterns.

Preventing and Managing Stress

Stress can strain relationships. Premarital counseling questions for
Christians encourage couples to identify potential stressors and develop
coping mechanisms together.

Family and Relationships

Marriage often involves blending families and establishing new relational
dynamics. Exploring expectations about family roles and boundaries 1is
critical during premarital counseling for Christians.

Expectations Regarding Children

Couples discuss if and when to have children, parenting styles, and the
spiritual upbringing of children, ensuring alignment in these vital areas.

In-laws and Extended Family

Setting healthy boundaries and managing relationships with in-laws can
prevent conflict and promote harmony within extended families.



Support Networks and Community

Engagement with faith communities and trusted mentors provides external
support, encouragement, and accountability for the couple.

Financial Stewardship and Planning

Money management is a common source of tension in marriage. Christian
premarital counseling questions address stewardship, budgeting, and financial
goals from a biblical perspective.

Attitudes Toward Money

Understanding each partner’s financial background and values helps create a
unified approach to money matters.

Budgeting and Financial Goals

Couples plan how to manage income, expenses, savings, and charitable giving,
reflecting Christian principles of generosity and responsibility.

Debt and Financial Obligations

Addressing existing debts and financial commitments openly promotes
transparency and trust.

Expectations and Life Goals

Marriage involves aligning life visions and goals. Premarital counseling
questions for Christians explore career plans, personal development, and
shared aspirations to ensure mutual support and direction.

Career and Education

Discussing each partner’s professional ambitions and how these will impact
the marriage ensures balanced expectations.

Personal Growth and Hobbies

Supporting individual interests and growth contributes to a healthy and
fulfilling marriage.

Long-term Goals and Vision

Couples clarify their shared vision for the future, including retirement
plans, ministry involvement, and legacy, all within a framework of Christian



values.

e How do you describe your personal faith journey?

e What role will prayer and worship play in your marriage?
e How do you handle disagreements and conflict?

e What are your expectations about children and parenting?
e How do you plan to manage finances as a couple?

e What are your career and life goals?

e How will you maintain relationships with extended family?

e How do you envision serving together in your faith community?

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common premarital counseling questions
for Christians?

Common premarital counseling questions for Christians include topics about
faith and spirituality, communication styles, conflict resolution, family
expectations, financial management, views on children and parenting, and
understanding of marriage roles according to biblical teachings.

Why is premarital counseling important for Christian
couples?

Premarital counseling helps Christian couples build a strong foundation
rooted in shared faith, improves communication, addresses potential conflicts

early, aligns expectations about marriage roles, and prepares them to honor
God in their relationship.

How do premarital counseling questions address
spiritual compatibility?

Premarital counseling questions explore each partner's personal faith, church
involvement, prayer life, and beliefs about how faith will be practiced and

integrated into their marriage and family life, ensuring spiritual
compatibility and mutual support.

What are some premarital counseling questions about
handling conflicts for Christian couples?
Questions may include: How do you currently handle disagreements? What

biblical principles guide you in conflict resolution? How will you seek
forgiveness and reconciliation? Are you willing to forgive and practice



patience as taught in scripture?

How do premarital counseling questions help with
financial planning for Christian couples?

Counseling questions encourage couples to discuss budgeting, tithing, debt
management, financial goals, and stewardship according to biblical
principles, helping them create a unified approach to managing finances.

What premarital counseling questions focus on family
and parenting expectations for Christian couples?

Questions address desires for children, parenting styles influenced by
Christian values, involvement of extended family, discipline methods, and how
to nurture children’s faith within the home.

Can premarital counseling questions help strengthen a
couple’s commitment to marriage in Christianity?

Yes, these questions prompt couples to reflect on their understanding of
marriage as a covenant before God, discuss their commitment to lifelong
faithfulness, and develop strategies to support each other spiritually and
emotionally throughout their marriage.

Additional Resources

1. Before You Say “I Do”: A Christian Guide to Premarital Counseling

This book offers practical guidance for couples preparing for marriage within
a Christian framework. It addresses common questions and challenges couples
face before tying the knot. With biblical insights and real-life examples, it
helps couples build a strong foundation rooted in faith and mutual
understanding.

2. The 100 Questions Every Christian Couple Should Ask Before Marriage
Designed to spark meaningful conversations, this book presents 100 essential
questions that couples should discuss before marriage. It covers topics such
as faith, finances, family, and intimacy, encouraging couples to explore
their values and expectations together. The book provides biblical
perspectives to help couples align their goals.

3. Preparing for Marriage God’s Way: A Premarital Counseling Workbook

This workbook combines scriptural teaching with interactive exercises to
guide couples through important premarital topics. It encourages honest
communication and self-reflection, making it ideal for couples and counselors
alike. The book emphasizes God’s design for marriage and helps couples
develop a shared vision.

4. Love & Respect in Christian Marriage: Questions for Premarital Growth
Based on the bestselling principles of love and respect, this book focuses on
understanding gender roles and emotional needs in a Christian marriage. It
provides insightful questions for premarital couples to discuss, helping them
cultivate empathy and mutual respect. The book also offers practical advice
for resolving conflicts biblically.

5. Faith and Commitment: Navigating Premarital Questions for Christian



Couples

This book explores the spiritual and practical aspects of premarital
counseling from a Christian perspective. It addresses common doubts and
concerns couples may have, offering scriptural guidance to foster commitment
and trust. Readers will find thoughtful questions and reflections to deepen
their relationship with each other and God.

6. The Christian Couple’s Premarital Counseling Guide

A comprehensive guide that covers a wide range of premarital topics,
including communication, finances, family dynamics, and spiritual growth. The
book includes reflective questions and discussion prompts designed to prepare
couples for a lifelong marriage. Its biblical foundation helps couples align
their expectations with God’s plan.

7. Building a Christ-Centered Marriage: Essential Questions for Premarital
Counseling

This resource highlights the importance of establishing a Christ-centered
relationship before marriage. It offers a series of thought-provoking
questions that encourage couples to explore their faith, values, and goals
together. The book supports couples in creating a marriage that honors God
and fosters lifelong partnership.

8. Premarital Counseling Questions: A Christian Couple’s Guide to Lasting
Love

Focused on helping couples build lasting love, this book provides a curated
list of questions that address key areas such as communication, conflict
resolution, and spiritual unity. It encourages couples to engage in open
dialogue guided by biblical principles. The book aims to prepare couples for
the joys and challenges of married life.

9. Walking Together: Premarital Questions for Christian Couples Seeking God’s
Guidance

This book invites couples to walk together in faith as they prepare for
marriage, offering questions that prompt spiritual and relational reflection.
It emphasizes the importance of seeking God’s guidance in every aspect of the
relationship. Couples will find encouragement and practical tools to help
them grow closer to each other and to God.
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Norman Wright, 1992-04-09 In any endeavor, dreams and goals not backed by concrete plans and
preparations can result in failure. And marriage is no exception, claims H. Norman Wright. In fact,
without solid planning and forethought by engaged couples, we will surely see a continuation of the
startling divorce rate among Christians and non-Christians alike. On the other hand, thorough
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premarital counseling and preparation can result in lifelong marriages that are fulfilling and God
honoring. That's where the church comes in. More and more churches are realizing that their
responsibility lies not only in pronouncing men and women 'husband and wife,' but also in making
sure the proper foundation is laid so that marriages have a better chance of standing strong under
pressure. Since its introduction in 1977 as Premarital Counseling, this book has been used by
literally thousands of churches throughout the country as both a guide and reference tool. Now Dr.
Wright has added new material to cover some perplexing issues that have come into prominence
only recently. Among those special concerns are: Interracial marriages Second marriages Marriages
of persons from dysfunctional families Writing for both pastors and other premarital counselors, H.
Norman Wright sets you at ease about the counseling process, even if you've had only limited
counseling experience. As the author of the popular Before You Say I Do and numerous other books
on marriage, H. Norman Wright documents in The Premarital Counseling Handbook methods hat
have proved successful. These will help insure that the marriages performed in your church will
resist the pressures that are destroying today's married couples.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Now Bring Your Joy to This Wedding
Norma Schweitzer Wood, Lisa M. Leber, 2001-12 Now Bring Your Joy To This Wedding by Norma
Schweitzer Wood and Lisa M. Leber is a book on premarriage and marriage counseling. Here are
some topics covered in the book: - marriage counseling - christian marriage counseling -
premarriage counseling - premarriage counseling online books - premarriage cousiling - marriage
counseling christain - christian counseling free marriage - wedding preparation checklist - wedding
scripture - wedding scripture and prayer - wedding scripture texts - wedding scripture readings -
wedding bible scripture One of the important, if often overlooked, tasks of the parish pastor is
effective premarital counseling. Since many couples are overwhelmed by the arrangements for their
wedding, it can often be difficult to lead them into a realistic and faithful dialogue that prepares
them for the long-term implications of the marriage covenant. Developed by an experienced pastoral
counselor/marriage therapist along with a parish pastor, Now Bring Your Joy To This Wedding is an
excellent premarital resource with a practical, accessible approach to preparing couples for the joys
and challenges of marriage. Its field-tested material is structured around four key areas of married
life: intimacy, power, security, and freedom/responsibility. The text is addressed to couples in a
friendly, conversational tone, and questions, exercises, cartoons, and guidelines stimulate active
participation. Each chapter has prayer exercises that reveal God's grace-filled ways. Two workbooks
(one each for the bride and groom) for writing down and sharing responses are also included.
Whether the setting is a weekend retreat for a number of couples, individual counseling sessions
with a pastor, or even use by a couple themselves, Now Bring Your Joy To This Wedding is sure to
help couples grow in all phases of their relationship. Wood and Leber combine experienced
counseling and pastoral skills in a volume that explores marriage through the lens of baptismal
vocation, family history and formation, and cultural context. The examples and discussion are posed
in language that is readily accessible to the average congregational couple. For those who plan
worship at weddings and prepare homilies, the book's focus on the four areas of marital preparation
provides rich resources. Susan K. Hedahl Associate Professor of Homiletics Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Gettysburg Author of The Wedding Sermon

premarital counseling questions for christians: Premarital Counseling Dr. Ray E. Hurt,
2024-04-09 In recent years, the meaning of the family has become forgotten, and the value of
marriage is skewed. With failing marriages and increasing divorce rates, the family has lost its
importance in the betterment of society. Premarital Counseling offers a solution to the problem.
Offering counseling sessions before marriage helps couples to learn more about the expectations
placed on them with regards to Scripture, as well as expectations each has for the other. This
introduction to premarital counseling runs through various subjects from differences in
communication style, financial planning, spiritual and physical intimacy, and the wedding day itself.
In each section, author Ray Hurt offers suggestions and talking points for ministers during the
counseling sessions. With these ideas in mind, the couple can exit the counseling sessions with the



power to remind our society of the importance of marriage and the family. About the Author Dr. Ray
E. Hurt is an Ordained Bishop with the Church of God in Cleveland, Tennessee. He is the Lead
Pastor of Lifeline Church in Princeton, West Virginia with fifty-three years experience in ministry.
He specializes in Church Growth, Leadership Development, and Marital Counseling. He serves the
General Church of God on various boards and committees, including The Calling and Ministries
Studies Board, State Council, and The Missions Board. Dr. Hurt’s academic achievements include:
Bachelor Degrees in Music Education and Biblical Studies from Lee University, a Master’s Degree
with emphasis in Counseling from The Pentecostal Theological Seminary, and a Doctorate of
Ministry from Asbury Seminary. He has been honored as the Distinguished Alumni from Lee
University and The Pentecostal Theological Seminary. He lives in Princeton, West Virginia with his
beloved wife, Carolyn.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Biblical Premarital Counseling Rebekah
Prewitt, The initial years of marriage are the most critical years for a couple. The decisions and
actions they make in these beginning years will either set them up for a lifetime of joy and happiness
or a lifetime of bitterness and misery. To avoid the latter, couples will find useful information on
subjects like: The Preliminaries of Marriage Preplanning Sex Before Marriage Advice for the
Divorced Seeking Remarriage Things the Groom Should Know Things the Bride Should Know
Preparing Your Parents for Your Departure In addition, pastors or anyone looking to teach a Bible
based premarital class will find Biblical Premarital Counseling a helpful resource. Worksheets and
Quiz Included!

premarital counseling questions for christians: Important Questions to Ask Before and After
Marriage Claude Strayhorn, Valerie Strayhorn, 2014-04-09 Some people believe if you want to
quench a romance while dating, start asking probing questions. This approach leads to so many
people getting married and only then discovering that they arent right for each other. Its a recipe for
disaster that can be avoided by asking questions before marriageand then keeping the lines of
communication open. In this guide, authors Claude and Valerie Strayhorn, who have almost forty
years of experience in the ministry, rely on their own experiences dating, their successful marriage,
and experiences counseling couples to help you find the right partner or get through a difficult time
with your spouse. The questions focus on a wide range of areas, such as religious beliefs, career
aspirations, views about money and parenting, and even the small things that arent really all that
small. Some of them are questions people forget to ask, while others are those they never think to
ask. Dont gamble with something as important and holy as marriage. Find happiness and glorify God
with the right person by your side by asking important questions.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Pre-Engagement David Powlison, John
Yenchko, 2000-05-01 How do you know if you?re ready to marry? What are the signs that a man and
a woman are heading in the same direction and are right for each other? In this booklet a biblical
counselor and a pastor team up to offer five pertinent questions that will help couples decide
whether to commit themselves to each other for life. These questions bring to light basic convictions,
assumptions, expectations, priorities, and more. As couples think through and discuss them, they
will get to know themselves and each other better-a wise investment toward building a marriage on
a solid foundation, with Christ at the center.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Premarital Guidance Charles W. Taylor,
1999 Written by a new generation of recognized experts in pastoral care, these brief, foundational
books offer practical advice to pastors on the most frequent dilemmas of pastoral care and
counseling.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Christian Premarital Counseling Paul
Bucknell, 2014-09-11 Christian Premarital Counseling for counselors. The question is, How does one
conduct premarital counseling? Many have not received any training in this area. I faced this same
problem. As a pastor, I had to figure out how to conduct premarital counseling. The benefits were
plainly evident. Session by session, couple by couple, I finally figured out a plan. I have since then
enhanced it a bit and made it available to others. Everything one needs is here including handouts



and forms with many downloads to enhance use in our internet age.Purpose: To aid pastors, elders
and other church leaders involved in premarital counseling to challenge and prepare engaged
couples to have good and godly marriages.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Premarital Counseling H. Norman Wright,
1981

premarital counseling questions for christians: Living Together Jeff VanGoethem, Offers a
biblical perspective on the explosive and growing social phenomena of couples moving in together
instead of marrying - a common trend even among Christian couples. Full of biblical, practical, and
competent help for those who minister to and counsel unwed couples.

premarital counseling questions for christians: The Resource Guide for Christian
Counselors Douglas R. Flather, 1995 This referral directory gives the user immediate access to
essential, up-to-date Christian counseling resources. It is organized alphabetically under 46 general
topics that encompass counseling issues, professional issues, and educational issues.

premarital counseling questions for christians: From This Day Forward--Rethinking the
Christian Wedding Kimberly Bracken Long, 2016-06-01 Weddings have become a billion-dollar
industry, with the average cost of a wedding estimated at $30,000. Taking into account dramatic
shifts in attitudes toward marriage in recent years, many pastors are confused and frustrated about
their role. This book offers a foundational understanding of marriage for today's North American
church. Exploring current sociological analyses of marriage and the history of Christian marriage
rites, Kimberly Bracken Long suggests that the church rethink its involvement in weddings and
offers a distinctively Christian understanding of marriage. Today's church, Long contends, needs to
reinterpret classic biblical metaphors and expand the range of scriptural sources that inform our
understanding of marriage. Long also looks closely at each element of the wedding service and what
makes a marriage liturgy faithful, inclusive, and sensitive to pastoral concerns. She provides
practical suggestions for music and Scripture during wedding services as well as guidance on how to
respond faithfully to those who are divorced or divorcing. Packed with constructive pastoral wisdom,
From This Day ForwardRethinking the Christian Wedding delivers a practical theology of marriage
that will be of help to clergy, seminarians, and others interested in this topic.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Before You Tie the Sacred Knot Angela B.
Chester, 2014-06-17 Before You Tie The Sacred Knot (workbook) is for Christian couples serious
about beginning their marriage on a solid foundation. This premarital counseling workbook isn't just
filled with compatibility test questions, but questions about real world issues. Christian point of view
exercises included for both bride & groom. Before You Tie The Sacred Knot the 2nd book in the
series on premarital counseling, provides a do-it-yourself, counselor-guided alternative to office
counseling. Before You Tie The Sacred Knot provides framework by reinforcing your relationship
foundation. Its' interactive format with space for journaling makes it a great reminder for you and
your fiancee - to remind you of what you worked on in planning for your marriage.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Before the Vows Are Made Meredith Curtis,
Pastor Mike Curtis, 2018-09-04 Pastor Mike & Meredith cover 17 topics with engaged couples that
get married at Powerline Church. We meet weekly for 10-18 weeks. This is a great resource for
pastors or other church leaders who do premarital counseling with soon-to-be wedded couples.
Filled with Scripture, pastors and counselors can help the future bride and groom lay a foundation to
build their house on the rock. Engaged couples fill out a pretest before coming to each session which
gives the pastor/counselor an idea of their Scriptural knowledge, understanding and practical
application to daily life on each topic. The couple then reads over the lesson and discusses it
together. Finally, at the meeting the topic is delved into, problems brought into the light, and plans
made for the future. What a delightful time these sessions are as young couples commit themselves
to doing marriage God's way! Here are the 17 Chapters: Relationship with Jesus, Spiritual Intimacy,
Planning Your Wedding, Communication, Handling Conflict, Leadership/Submission, Husband as
Provide, Husband as Protector, Wife Building/ Managing Her Home, Time Management, Keeping
Love Alive, Finances, Relating with Parents & In-Laws, Raising Children, Called to Minister



Together, Family Traditions, Hospitality, Sexual Love Relationship, and Keeping Love Alive.

premarital counseling questions for christians: 1001 Most Popular Asked Wedding
Questions Alex A. Lluch, Elizabeth Lluch, 2010 About 5 million people tie the knot each year and
many of them are asking the same questions when it comes to wedding planning. 1001 Most
Frequently Asked Questions from WedSpace.com compiles the most common questions brides and
grooms have, based on the thousands of couples registered on WedSpace.com, the first and only
social networking site for engaged couples, their guests, and wedding vendors. This book answers
questions on every hot topic, from who pays for what, to understanding the responsibilities of the
wedding party members, to what to budget for each aspect of the wedding.

premarital counseling questions for christians: African Evangelicalism and the
Transformation of Africa Jacob K. Olupona, 2025 What is the impact of Evangelical Christianity on
Africa? Evangelical Christianity and the Transformation of Africa will answer this question.
Evangelical Christianity is manifesting into a strong presence in African states, perhaps more than in
any other place in the world. Given its exponential rise in Africa, it is increasingly clear that
Christianity in its evangelical form is exercising significant influence in virtually all spheres of life,
defining the essence of public and private life. Drawing on original works from leading scholars in
humanities and social science disciplines-such as Afe Adogame, Yolanda Covington-Ward, Jacob
Olupona, Derek Peterson, Shobana Shankar, and Nimi Wariboko, this volume endeavors to produce
a comprehensive study of Evangelical Christianity in Africa, paying careful attention to disciplinary
interconnections, as well as social, cultural, political, and economic forces. Among other subjects,
essays in this volume address examples of evangelical subjectivity and identity formation against the
current political backdrops of Nigeria, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and other nations.
While the book works to convey the core elements of the evangelical movement across the African
continent, it recognizes the importance of its diverse manifestations, giving additional focus to
Pentecostal groups and their distinct social, cultural, and political engagements. At the same time, it
works to correct the unwarranted saturation of attention given to Pentecostal/Charismatic
movements in recent scholarship and expands the study of evangelicalism in Africa into the sphere
of mainline churches and extra-ecclesial organizations. Authors also reflect on the ways that the
African diaspora and transnational ties contribute to the make up of contemporary African
evangelicalism. In short, this edited volume examines how the centrality of religion in African
affairs-political, economic, cultural, ideological domains-has contributed to turning Evangelical
Christianity into the official face of the Christian Church in Africa today--

premarital counseling questions for christians: Ministering to Twenty-First Century
Families Dennis Rainey, 2001-06-09 There is nothing traditional about the typical family of the
twenty-first century, and so it follows that ministering to today's families presents an assortment of
new challenges. Rainey believes that the resources needed by the church to confront and combat
family problems do exist, and Ministering to Twenty-First Century Families is a user-friendly guide
to combating the destruction of the family unit. Offering practical solutions and encouraging action,
Rainey calls for a roll-up-your-sleeves approach to healing weary families.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Growing Love in Christian Marriage
Third Edition - Pastor's Manual Jane P. Ives, S. Clifton Ives, 2013-03-01 The Pastor's Manual is a
marriage preparation and ministry resource for pastors and other church leaders for pre-marital
counseling and for comprehensive marriage ministries including guidelines for training mentor
couples, working with couples in groups, and relationship education for all ages. Includes everything
you need to have a comprehensive marriage ministry: The Ministry of Marriage Preparation The
Pastor's Role (expectations and perceptions; coaching and problem solving; experiences and
attitudes) Theological Perspectives (personal responsibility and christian community; God's purposes
for marriage; divorce and remarriage; marriage as vocation and covenant) Basic Goals for Marriage
Preparation Ministries (religion, money, and sex; communication skills) Working with Couples First
Session (wedding details, assessing the couple's preparation for marriage) Sessions with Individuals
(premarital questionnaire responses, surfacing potential disagreements) Additional Sessions



(finalizing wedding plans) Nurturing Marital Growth After the Wedding Mentor Couples (selecting
and recruiting mentor couples; leadership team; training mentor couples) Marriage Preparation in
Groups Comprehensive Marriage Ministries (relationship education for children, youth, and young
adults; enrichment opportunities for married couples; support for couples in crisis) An extensive list
of Additional Resources includes organizations and other marriage ministry programs that may be
readily available and can be incorporated into local church and community ministries. Updates for
theseAdditional Resources, a Directory of United Methodist Marriage Ministry leaders and
consultants, a Training Model for use of GLCM, and other helps are available at
www.marriagelovepower.net.

premarital counseling questions for christians: Guiding God's Marriage Courtney Ann Irby,
2024-05-14 In one of the first scholarly examples of Christian premarital counseling, the book
explores how religious communities attempt to intervene to emotionally socialize couples into a
vision of a covenant marriage which they view as distinct from what they view as the contractual
approach in secular society--
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