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polyvagal theory workbook is an essential resource designed to help individuals understand and apply

the principles of polyvagal theory in therapeutic and personal growth contexts. This comprehensive

guide explores the autonomic nervous system's role in emotional regulation, social connection, and

trauma recovery. Utilizing a polyvagal theory workbook enables users to engage in practical exercises

that foster self-awareness, enhance resilience, and improve interpersonal relationships. The workbook

integrates science-backed techniques that align with Stephen Porges’ polyvagal theory, offering tools

for calming the nervous system and promoting safety. This article delves into the structure, benefits,

and practical applications of polyvagal theory workbooks, providing a detailed overview for mental

health professionals, educators, and individuals seeking to deepen their understanding of

neurophysiological regulation. The following sections include an in-depth exploration of the theory’s

foundation, workbook components, targeted exercises, and strategies for maximizing therapeutic

outcomes.
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Understanding Polyvagal Theory

The Science Behind Polyvagal Theory

Polyvagal theory, developed by Dr. Stephen Porges, provides a neurophysiological framework for

understanding how the autonomic nervous system regulates emotional and social behavior. The theory

emphasizes the role of the vagus nerve, which has two branches – the ventral vagal complex and the

dorsal vagal complex – each responsible for different physiological and behavioral responses. The

ventral vagal system supports social engagement and calm states, while the dorsal vagal system is

associated with immobilization and shutdown during stress or threat. This hierarchical model explains

how individuals respond to safety, danger, and life-threatening situations through distinct autonomic

states.

Relevance to Emotional Regulation and Trauma

Polyvagal theory has significant implications for understanding emotional regulation, trauma, and

resilience. It explains why individuals may experience dysregulation or difficulty connecting socially

following traumatic events. When the autonomic nervous system is stuck in defensive states, such as

fight, flight, or freeze, it impairs emotional balance and social communication. The theory highlights the

importance of restoring ventral vagal activation to promote feelings of safety and connection. This

understanding forms the basis for therapeutic approaches that use polyvagal theory workbooks to

guide clients in recognizing and shifting their autonomic states.

Key Components of a Polyvagal Theory Workbook



Educational Content on Autonomic Nervous System

A polyvagal theory workbook typically begins with foundational information about the autonomic

nervous system and the vagus nerve. This section provides clear explanations of the three neural

circuits described by polyvagal theory: the social engagement system, sympathetic nervous system,

and dorsal vagal complex. Understanding these components helps users recognize the physiological

basis of their emotional and behavioral responses.

Self-Assessment Tools

Many workbooks include self-assessment questionnaires or checklists that help users identify their

current autonomic state and patterns of reactivity. These tools encourage reflection on symptoms such

as anxiety, dissociation, or social withdrawal, allowing individuals to track progress over time. Self-

assessments serve as a guide for selecting appropriate exercises and interventions within the

workbook.

Guided Exercises and Practices

The core of a polyvagal theory workbook consists of practical exercises designed to engage the

ventral vagal system and promote regulation. These may include breathing techniques, mindfulness

practices, movement activities, and social engagement strategies. Exercises are often presented with

step-by-step instructions to facilitate easy implementation and consistent practice.

Journaling and Reflection Prompts

Reflection prompts encourage users to explore their emotional experiences and autonomic responses

in greater depth. Journaling supports the integration of new insights gained through the workbook

exercises, fostering increased self-awareness and emotional processing. This component is critical for

reinforcing learning and promoting lasting change.



Practical Exercises Found in Polyvagal Theory Workbooks

Breathing and Resonance Techniques

Breathing exercises are fundamental in polyvagal theory workbooks as they directly influence heart

rate variability and vagal tone. Techniques such as diaphragmatic breathing, slow rhythmical breathing,

and resonance frequency breathing help activate the parasympathetic nervous system, encouraging

relaxation and emotional balance. These exercises are accessible and effective for immediate nervous

system regulation.

Movement and Posture Practices

Physical movement is another key element in regulating autonomic states. Workbooks often provide

guidance on gentle yoga, stretching, or somatic exercises that improve body awareness and promote a

sense of groundedness. Posture adjustments that open the chest and relax the shoulders can also

facilitate ventral vagal activation and enhance feelings of safety.

Social Engagement and Vocalization

Social connection is central to polyvagal theory. Workbooks include exercises that encourage eye

contact, facial expression awareness, and vocal modulation to stimulate the social engagement

system. Practicing safe and supportive social interactions helps rewire neural pathways, improving

interpersonal communication and emotional resilience.

Meditation and Mindfulness

Mindfulness exercises in polyvagal theory workbooks focus on present-moment awareness and

nonjudgmental observation of internal states. These practices reduce sympathetic nervous system



arousal and promote ventral vagal dominance. Techniques such as body scans, guided visualizations,

and mindful breathing support emotional regulation and self-soothing.

Benefits of Using a Polyvagal Theory Workbook

Enhanced Emotional Regulation

Utilizing a polyvagal theory workbook helps individuals understand the physiological roots of their

emotions and provides tools to manage distress effectively. This leads to improved emotional

regulation and reduced symptoms of anxiety, depression, and trauma-related disorders.

Improved Social Connection and Communication

By focusing on the social engagement system, polyvagal theory workbooks facilitate the development

of healthier interpersonal relationships. Users learn to recognize social cues and respond with

appropriate emotional expression, fostering deeper connections and support networks.

Increased Self-Awareness and Resilience

The reflective components of the workbook promote greater self-awareness and insight into autonomic

patterns. This awareness empowers individuals to anticipate and modulate their responses to stress,

enhancing resilience and overall well-being.

Accessible and Structured Therapeutic Support

Polyvagal theory workbooks provide a structured and accessible means for both clinicians and

individuals to engage with complex neurophysiological concepts and apply them practically. They serve

as valuable adjuncts to therapy or standalone tools for self-directed growth.



How to Integrate a Polyvagal Theory Workbook into Therapy

Assessment and Personalization

Clinicians can use polyvagal theory workbooks to assess clients’ autonomic states and customize

interventions accordingly. By identifying specific dysregulation patterns, therapists can select workbook

exercises that target the client’s unique needs and goals.

Guided Practice and Support

Integrating workbook exercises into therapy sessions allows for guided practice and immediate

feedback. Therapists can support clients in mastering regulation techniques and processing emotional

experiences, enhancing therapeutic efficacy.

Homework Assignments and Progress Tracking

Assigning workbook exercises as homework encourages regular practice outside of sessions,

promoting skill acquisition and nervous system retraining. Progress tracking within the workbook helps

monitor improvements and adjust treatment plans as needed.

Choosing the Right Polyvagal Theory Workbook

Considerations for Clinicians

When selecting a polyvagal theory workbook for clinical use, it is important to evaluate the workbook’s

scientific accuracy, clarity, and suitability for the client population. Workbooks that offer detailed

psychoeducation, diverse exercises, and culturally sensitive content are preferable.



Options for Self-Help Users

Individuals seeking self-help resources should look for workbooks that are user-friendly, include clear

instructions, and provide supportive reflection prompts. Accessibility features such as digital formats

and guided audio can enhance usability.

Evaluating Workbook Content and Format

Key factors to consider include the workbook’s length, depth of content, inclusion of multimedia

supplements, and alignment with current polyvagal theory research. Reviews and recommendations

from mental health professionals can also guide the selection process.

Clear explanations of polyvagal theory concepts

Variety of practical exercises targeting different autonomic states

Tools for self-assessment and progress monitoring

Supportive journaling and reflection prompts

Adaptability for clinical or personal use

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a polyvagal theory workbook?

A polyvagal theory workbook is a guided resource designed to help individuals understand and apply

the principles of polyvagal theory to improve emotional regulation, trauma recovery, and overall well-



being through exercises and reflections.

Who can benefit from using a polyvagal theory workbook?

Anyone interested in improving their mental health, particularly those dealing with trauma, anxiety, or

stress, can benefit from a polyvagal theory workbook, including therapists, clients, and individuals

seeking self-help tools.

What kind of exercises are included in a polyvagal theory workbook?

Exercises often include breathing techniques, mindfulness practices, body awareness activities,

journaling prompts, and strategies to recognize and shift autonomic states based on polyvagal theory.

How does a polyvagal theory workbook help with trauma recovery?

The workbook helps individuals identify nervous system responses triggered by trauma, develop safety

and regulation skills, and gradually build resilience by applying polyvagal-informed techniques.

Are polyvagal theory workbooks suitable for therapists?

Yes, therapists often use polyvagal theory workbooks as tools to educate clients about the nervous

system and to facilitate therapeutic interventions targeting regulation and trauma processing.

Can I use a polyvagal theory workbook on my own without a

therapist?

Many workbooks are designed for self-guided use, allowing individuals to explore polyvagal concepts

and practices safely at their own pace, although professional support may enhance the experience.

What are some popular polyvagal theory workbooks available?

Popular titles include 'The Polyvagal Theory in Therapy Workbook' by Deb Dana and other workbooks

that integrate polyvagal principles with trauma-informed practices and mindfulness.



How long does it typically take to see results from using a polyvagal

theory workbook?

Results vary depending on individual circumstances, but consistent practice over several weeks to

months often leads to improved emotional regulation and nervous system resilience.

Is prior knowledge of neuroscience required to use a polyvagal theory

workbook?

No, most polyvagal theory workbooks are written in accessible language and include explanations that

do not require a background in neuroscience.

Can polyvagal theory workbooks be used alongside other therapeutic

approaches?

Yes, these workbooks complement therapies like cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT), somatic

experiencing, and mindfulness-based therapies by providing additional tools for nervous system

regulation.

Additional Resources

1. The Polyvagal Theory in Therapy: Engaging the Rhythm of Regulation

This workbook offers practical exercises and tools for therapists and individuals to apply the principles

of polyvagal theory in clinical and personal settings. It focuses on understanding the autonomic

nervous system's role in emotional regulation and social engagement. Readers learn techniques to

improve self-regulation, reduce anxiety, and foster resilience through somatic practices.

2. Polyvagal Exercises for Safety and Connection: 50 Client-Centered Practices

Designed as a hands-on guide, this book provides a variety of exercises aimed at helping clients feel

safer in their bodies and relationships. The practices are grounded in polyvagal theory and emphasize



cultivating a sense of calm and social connection. It is suitable for therapists and individuals seeking to

improve emotional well-being through nervous system awareness.

3. The Polyvagal Workbook: Using Your Body’s Neurophysiology to Heal Trauma and Build Resilience

This workbook breaks down complex polyvagal concepts into accessible language and practical

exercises. It guides readers through identifying nervous system states and shifting toward safety and

engagement. The book integrates mindfulness, breathwork, and movement to support trauma recovery

and emotional balance.

4. Understanding the Polyvagal Theory: A Workbook for Trauma Recovery

Focused on trauma survivors and clinicians, this workbook explains how polyvagal theory informs

trauma recovery processes. It includes journaling prompts, self-assessments, and grounding

techniques to help readers track their nervous system responses. The goal is to empower individuals

to reclaim safety and connection in their daily lives.

5. Polyvagal Theory Made Simple: A Practical Workbook for Emotional Regulation

This book simplifies the scientific principles of polyvagal theory and offers step-by-step exercises to

improve emotional regulation. Readers learn to recognize their autonomic states and practice

strategies to move toward calm and social engagement. The workbook is ideal for those new to

polyvagal concepts and interested in self-help methods.

6. Somatic Tools for Emotional Healing: A Polyvagal Approach

Integrating somatic therapy with polyvagal theory, this workbook provides body-based tools to release

trauma and restore nervous system balance. It features guided movement, breath awareness, and

visualization practices designed to enhance safety and connection. The book supports therapists and

individuals in cultivating resilience through somatic awareness.

7. Polyvagal Pathways to Emotion Regulation: A Therapeutic Workbook

This workbook explores therapeutic techniques rooted in polyvagal theory to help clients regulate

emotions and reduce stress. It includes case studies, worksheets, and practice exercises that promote

nervous system regulation and social engagement. Mental health professionals will find it a valuable



resource for trauma-informed care.

8. Connecting Through the Vagus Nerve: A Polyvagal Theory Workbook for Relationships

Focusing on interpersonal dynamics, this workbook uses polyvagal theory to enhance communication

and emotional safety in relationships. It offers exercises to increase awareness of nervous system

states during social interactions and build empathy. Couples, families, and therapists can use this

guide to foster deeper connection.

9. Resilience and Recovery with Polyvagal Theory: A Self-Help Workbook

This self-help workbook empowers readers to harness polyvagal principles for building resilience and

recovering from stress and trauma. It provides practical tools for nervous system regulation, including

breathwork and grounding techniques. The book encourages a compassionate approach to self-care

and emotional healing.
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  polyvagal theory workbook: The Polyvagal Theory Workbook for Trauma Arielle
Schwartz, 2025-04-01 Rewire your nervous system for lasting calm, connection, and resilience with
cutting-edge, polyvagal theory-based activities. Whether you’ve suffered a single traumatic
experience or faced repeated difficult life events, you can be left feeling hypervigilant, irritable, and
disconnected. Daily tasks like attending a work meeting or social gathering can feel overwhelming
or even frightening. Most therapies for treating trauma require you to “revisit” your traumatic
experience in potentially triggering ways. In this cutting-edge workbook, best-selling author and
trauma expert Arielle Schwartz provides a practical, body-based method to help you treat your
trauma symptoms—without reliving your trauma or being exposed to triggers. The Polyvagal Theory
Workbook for Trauma offers evidence-based activities to help you heal the effects of trauma, rewire
your nervous system, and return to a state of balance and calm. You’ll begin by getting to know your
nervous system, including an exploration of polyvagal theory and the vagus nerve. You’ll also learn
soothing, body-based practices to help you rewire your nervous response, including rhythmic
movements (EMDR and tapping), conscious breathing, mindful movement, and more. Self-reflection
and journaling prompts will help you get the most out of every chapter, and a comprehensive
collection of tools will help you stay on the path to trauma recovery. You don’t have to relive your
trauma in order to heal. With this powerful workbook, you can take charge of your mental health,
build resilience, and feel safer and more connected.
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  polyvagal theory workbook: Workbook & Summary - Accessing The Healing Power Of
The Vagus Nerve - Based On The Book By Stanley Rosenberg Sapiens Quick Books,
2024-09-06 This publication is a summary.This publication is not the complete book.This publication
is a condensed summary of the most important concepts and ideas based on the original
book.-WORKBOOK & SUMMARY: ACCESSING THE HEALING POWER OF THE VAGUS NERVE -
BASED ON THE BOOK BY STANLEY ROSENBERGAre you ready to boost your knowledge about
ACCESSING THE HEALING POWER OF THE VAGUS NERVE? Do you want to quickly and concisely
learn the key lessons of this book?Are you ready to process the information of an entire book in just
one reading of approximately 30 minutes?Would you like to have a deeper understanding of the
original book?Then this book is for you!CONTENT:Understanding Vagus Nerve FunctionsVagus
Nerve's Impact On WellnessRecognizing Dysfunction SignsTechniques For Vagus Nerve
StimulationIn-Depth Stimulation MethodsReal-Life Success StoriesIncorporating Exercises Routinely
  polyvagal theory workbook: The Traumatic Loss Workbook Jennifer R. Levin, 2025-07-01 The
unexpected or sudden death of a loved one is beyond devastating, and can leave those impacted in a
state of shock, trauma, and inability to cope. This gentle workbook utilizes an integrative approach
drawing on dialectical behavior therapy (DBT), emotional regulation skills, cognitive behavioral
therapy (CBT), and narrative therapy to support readers through the grief process, so they can move
forward after the sudden or unexpected death of a loved one.
  polyvagal theory workbook: The Trauma-Informed Workbook for Addiction Darla
Belflower, 2025-09-01 Many people with substance use disorders have also experienced some form
of trauma. Written by an addiction specialist, this trauma-informed workbook offers evidence-based
skills grounded in dialectical behavior therapy (DBT), cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT), and harm
reduction to help readers heal the pain at the root of their addiction, improve communication, make
positive changes, gain self-control, and boost resilience in order to find lasting recovery.
  polyvagal theory workbook: Healing Sexual Trauma Workbook Erika Shershun, 2021-07-01
The scars of sexual trauma exist not only in the mind, but also in the body. Drawing on the powerful
mind-body techniques of somatic therapy, therapist Erika Shershun gives readers who’ve
experienced sexual trauma a step-by-step guide to overcoming shame and stigma in the mind,
bringing a newly felt sense of safety, awareness, and life to the body.
  polyvagal theory workbook: The Dialectical Behavior Therapy Skills Workbook for CPTSD
Sheri Van Dijk, 2024-12-01 People suffering from complex post-traumatic stress disorder (CPTSD)
have endured not just one traumatic event, but several—often spanning their entire lives and leading
to symptoms as varied and severe as relationship problems, depression, substance abuse, suicidality,
and physical illness. Drawing on dialectical behavior therapy (DBT), polyvagal theory, and other
proven-effective modalities, this powerful yet accessible workbook will help readers process and
manage their intense emotions, free themselves from self-destructive behaviors, and feel more
stable—and safe—in the present.
  polyvagal theory workbook: The Pocket Guide to the Polyvagal Theory Stephen W Porges,
Phd, 2017-09-05 Bridging the gap between research, science, and the therapy room. When The
Polyvagal Theory was published in 2011, it took the therapeutic world by storm, bringing Stephen
Porges’s insights about the autonomic nervous system to a clinical audience interested in
understanding trauma, anxiety, depression and other mental health issues. The book made
accessible to clinicians and other professionals a polyvagal perspective that provided new concepts
and insights for understanding human behavior. The perspective placed an emphasis on the
important link between psychological experiences and physical manifestations in the body. That
book was brilliant but also quite challenging to read for some. Since publication of that book,
Stephen Porges has been urged to make these ideas more accessible and The Pocket Guide to the
Polyvagal Theory is the result. Constructs and concepts embedded in polyvagal theory are explained
conversationally in The Pocket Guide and there is an introductory chapter which discusses the
science and the scientific culture in which polyvagal theory was originally developed. Publication of
this work enables Stephen Porges to expand the meaning and clinical relevance of this



groundbreaking theory.
  polyvagal theory workbook: The DBT Workbook for Narcissistic Abuse and Gaslighting
Katelyn Baxter-Musser, 2024-07-01 Victims of narcissistic abuse and gaslighting often experience
overwhelming feelings of shame, guilt, humiliation, and a belief that they are fundamentally flawed
as a person. Survivors of this abuse need tools to heal and rebuild their sense of self-worth. This
powerful workbook teaches readers proven-effective dialectical behavior therapy (DBT) skills to heal
from narcissistic abuse, regulate emotions, set effective boundaries, and build healthy relationships.
  polyvagal theory workbook: Happiness Workbook Anna Napawan, 2021-05-04 Discover how
you can feel happier every day with this cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) workbook Reframe the
way you think about stress and bring joy into your life with CBT practices. You'll learn to define what
happiness really means to you, develop positive thinking skills, and use everything you've learned to
set yourself up for long-term success. You can be happier—and this workbook gives you the tools you
need to do it. The Happiness Workbook features: A CBT approach—Make real, lasting change with
an evidence-based method built around reevaluating the way you think about happiness and react to
challenges. Thought-provoking exercises—Learn to be happier through exercises and journaling
prompts that help you reflect on and resolve the obstacles between you and your happiness.
Inspiring content—Keep your journey going strong with positive quotes and affirmations to support
your efforts and lift your spirit. Embark on the path toward a happier you with help from this CBT
workbook.
  polyvagal theory workbook: The Come as You Are Workbook Emily Nagoski, 2019-06-11 A
new, practical workbook from the New York Times bestselling author of Come As You Are that
allows you to apply the book’s groundbreaking research and understanding of why and how women’s
sexuality works to everyday life. In the twentieth century, women’s sexuality was seen as “Men’s
Sexuality Lite”: basically the same, but not quite as good. From genital response to sexual desire to
orgasm, we just couldn’t understand that complicated, inconsistent, crazy-making “lady business.”
That is, until Emily Nagoski changed the game with her New York Times bestseller, Come As You
Are. Using groundbreaking science and research, she proved that the most important factor in
creating and sustaining a sex life filled with confidence and joy is not what the parts are or how
they’re organized, but how you feel about them. Which means that things like stress, mood, trust,
and body image are not peripheral factors in a woman’s sexual wellbeing; they are central to it. And,
that even if you don’t yet feel that way, you are already sexually whole. Nagoski’s book changed
countless women’s lives and approaches to sex, and now she offers the next step. The Come As You
Are Workbook is a practical companion to this bestselling guide, filled with new activities, prompts,
and thought-provoking examples to help you exercise and expand on the knowledge you’ve learned.
This collection of worksheets, journaling prompts, illustrations, and diagrams is a practical and
engaging companion for anyone who wants to further their understanding of their own bodies and
sex lives.
  polyvagal theory workbook: The Getting Unstuck Workbook Britt Frank, LSCSW,
2024-06-04 Exercises and activities to help you move past what’s holding you back, in work and life
You want to get fit, but you keep putting it off. Your career is stalled out, and you’re not sure how to
give it a jump. You fall into the same unhealthy relationship patterns over and over. If you’ve been in
any of these scenarios, you know what it means to be stuck—but you don’t have to stay that way.
You’re not lazy and you’re not unmotivated. You just need the right set of tools. And Britt Frank uses
her background as a clinician, educator, and trauma specialist to bring you a whole new tool kit with
this interactive workbook. Inside you’ll find questionnaires, writing prompts, and other practical,
step-by-step exercises to help you: break bad habits communicate more skillfully stop the war in
your head hold healthy boundaries restore your sense of choice Take control of your actions and the
life you want to live with The Getting Unstuck Workbook.
  polyvagal theory workbook: Treating Traumatic Loss Alyssa A Rheingold, Joah L. Williams,
Megan M. Wallace, Jamison S. Bottomley, 2025-07-01 For therapists treating survivors of sudden,
violent, or traumatic loss, this evidence-based professional manual provides a modular,



transdiagnostic approach—Grief Recovery with Individualized Evidence-Based Formulation
(GRIEF)—along with strategies to target common underlying symptoms of PTSD, depression, and
prolonged grief disorder (PGD). With this book, therapists will find proven-effective interventions to
improve treatment outcomes and help survivors move forward in their lives.
  polyvagal theory workbook: Healing Through the Vagus Nerve Amanda Armstrong,
2024-05-07 “Thoroughly researched, clearly explained, and beautifully illustrated…[this book]
provides powerful insights and actionable steps for regulating the nervous system.” —Alex Korb,
Ph.D., Neuroscientist, Personal Development Coach, and Author of The Upward Spiral A somatic
approach to treating trauma, anxiety, and depression has never been more popular. Perhaps that’s
because recent studies show that 80% of mind-body communication originates in the body —the
vagus nerve is the superhighway that facilitates this communication. Healing Through the Vagus
Nerve walks you through how the nervous system and the vagus nerve function, with approachable,
non-academic language and helpful illustrations. Amanda Armstrong (founder of Rise as We) teaches
all about vagal tone and the impact it has on your mental health and everyday life. Then, a variety of
exercises and practices provide an adaptable approach to improving nervous system function:
Breathing techniques including diaphragmatic breathing, physiological sigh, voo breath, and the
Valsalva technique Massage techniques for the ear, neck, and abdomen Visual techniques including
lateral eye stretches, eye pushups, orienting, eye cupping, and gaze opening Physical techniques
including cold exposure, yoga, and more Featuring relatable client stories, key details of the author’s
own journey healing her nervous system, and a selection of entry points to help engage with the
process, Healing Through the Vagus Nerve is a complete guide to improving your stress response
through optimizing your vagus nerve and nervous system. Learn how to work with your nervous
system instead of against it.
  polyvagal theory workbook: The Trauma Recovery Toolkit: The Resource Book Kim
Matias, 2022-07-19 This guidebook is part of The Trauma Recovery Toolkit and needs to be
purchased alongside the flashcards for full and effective use. Both can be purchased together as a
set: 978-0-367-54690-8 This guidebook is part of The Trauma Recovery Toolkit, a guidebook and
flashcard set that has been created to empower individuals living with the effects of trauma and the
mental health professionals that support them. Inspired by the latest research surrounding
mindfulness, self-compassion, neuroscience and trauma recovery, the resource explores the effect of
trauma on the brain and body and offers strategies which may be helpful in combatting the
symptoms. The flashcard format enables trauma survivors to creatively respond to visual aids and
prompts in a way that is comfortable for them, providing mental health professionals with a more
creative and person-centred approach to directing clients towards their own healing journey. This
resource comprises: 38 colourful flashcards that can be used as standalone visual aids or as a
platform for creative responses A guidebook delving into the individual cards, their meaning and
symbolism, and the research behind them Additional resources to support the client’s development
of their own personalised cards Weaving together psychoeducation, creativity, symbolism, and the
latest neuroscientific research, this essential toolkit offers all professionals working in mental health
services a creative way to engage clients with therapy, empowering them to develop habits and ways
of being that can support their recovery. Intended for use in educational settings and/or therapy
contexts under the supervision of an adult. This is not a toy.
  polyvagal theory workbook: The Neuroaffirming Therapy Handbook Essy Knopf, 2024-09-01
Screaming into the void—this describes the experiences of many neurodivergent clients who come to
therapy seeking our support. Often, they have encountered helping professionals who have
overlooked, dismissed, or invalidated their unique identities and needs. If you aspire to be the
difference but are unsure where to start, The Neuroaffirmative Therapy Handbook: A Practitioner's
Guide to Working with Autism and ADHD is an essential resource. Authored by an autistic and
ADHD therapist, this guide will explore how you can provide informed and affirming care that’s
specifically tailored to your client’s neurodivergent identities. Inside, clinicians will discover: •
Insights into the nuances of neurodivergence. • Common barriers to achieving accurate diagnosis. •



Detailed information on neurodivergent traits, behaviors, co-occurring conditions, and challenges. •
An exploration of how structural ableism contributes to attachment insecurity and heightened
exposure to trauma. • Techniques for building rapport and delivering effective psychoeducation. •
Strategies to address counterdependence and enhance client engagement. • Methods to identify and
alleviate neurodivergent stress responses. • Comprehensive action plans designed to improve
executive function and mental flexibility. • Reviews of popular therapeutic modalities, including an
introduction to a new approach specifically designed to address complex PTSD. • Essential
guidelines on the dos and don’ts of neuroaffirming therapy. • Strategies to help clients cultivate
personal growth, find community, and achieve fulfillment. Using The Neuroaffirmative Therapy
Handbook, you’ll gain access to a comprehensive suite of tools designed to empower autistic and
ADHD clients to lead lives rich with connection, satisfaction, and meaning.
  polyvagal theory workbook: 101 Trauma-Informed Interventions Linda A. Curran, BCPC,
LPC, CACD, CCDPD, EMDR Level II Trained, 2013-05-01 This is an imminently practical workbook
that shows a variety of invaluable techniques to get centered, calm and organized. An effective and
enjoyable guide to help you feel in charge of yourself. ~ Bessel van der Kolk, M.D. This is the
workbook that all mental health professionals wish they had at the beginning of their careers.
Containing over 100 approaches to effectively deal with trauma, this workbook pulls together a wide
array of treatments into one concise resource. Equally useful in both group and individual settings,
these interventions will provide hope and healing for the client, as well as expand and solidify the
professional's expertise. Tools and techniques drawn from the most effective trauma modalities: *
Art Therapy * CBT * DBT * EFT * EMDR * Energy Psychology * Focusing * Gestalt Therapy * Guided
Imagery * Mindfulness * Psychodrama * Sensorimotor Psychology * Somatic Experiencing and
Movement Therapies -BONUS: Book includes a link to all reproducible worksheets! Print and use
with clients right away!! Praise for 101 Trauma-Informed Interventions: “Linda Curran's unflagging
energy and dedication to the healing of traumatized individuals has led to a voluminous, exciting,
and comprehensive, 101 Trauma Informed Interventions. This workbook provides a plethora of
effective tools -- traditional as well as innovative -- that can be used in whole or as a part of a course
of therapy and also as self-help. The variety of options offered goes a long way towards dispelling the
(unfortunately) popular misconception that there are only a limited number of interventions that
help people to recover from trauma. Survivors as well as therapists who have been frustrated by the
rigidity of strict adherence to evidence based practice will be greatly relieved to find a wealth of
useful strategies to experiment, evaluate, and sort into a personally tailored trauma recovery
program. This workbook is a god-send for the trauma field, expanding the possibilities for recovery
in a most generous way.” ~ Babette Rothschild, MSW author of The Body Remembers and 8 Keys to
Safe Trauma Recovery Linda Curran has carefully and knowledgeably curated a practical, effective
collection of interventions that actually work for trauma survivors. Any clinician committed to
helping those suffering from posttraumatic stress needs to have these tools and resources to draw
upon, because standard talk therapy, nine times out of ten, is simply not going to cut it. These
exercises will. ~ Belleruth Naparstek, LISW, author of Invisible Heroes: Survivors of Trauma and
How They Heal “Drawing from the whole spectrum of trauma-based therapies, Linda Curran has
compiled a sampling of practical exercises designed to help therapists and their clients better
navigate the mine field that trauma work can be and find the path to healing.” ~ Richard Schwartz,
Ph.D. author of Internal Family Systems Therapy 101 Trauma-Informed Interventions provides an
accessible functional “playbook” for therapists committed to the rehabilitation of the client with a
trauma history. In a readable volume Curran integrates diverse approaches of treatment and
emphasizes the unique role that trauma plays in mental health. Underlying this eclectic strategy is
the common theme emphasizing that healing will only begin when the trauma related feelings
embedded in the body are appreciated. ~ Stephen W. Porges, Ph.D., author of The Polyvagal Theory
An interesting compendium of potential interventions that can be interwoven into any therapist's
existing conceptual framework ~ Louis Cozolino, Ph.D., Pepperdine University, and author of 5
books including the best-seller The Neuroscience of Psychotherapy, Healing the Social Brain (2nd



edition)
  polyvagal theory workbook: Theraplay® – Theory, Applications and Implementation Rana
Hong, Sandra Lindaman, 2020-11-19 Officially supported and endorsed by the Theraplay Institute,
this handbook provides concrete assistance from international experts on deepening Theraplay
knowledge and skills in much-needed and requested areas of practice. With up-to-date information
on Theraplay theory, applications and implementation, the chapters cover Theraplay with infants,
toddlers, school aged children and adolescents. Home, school, and out-patient mental health settings
are all covered in detail, as well as dyadic and group forms of Theraplay. Client issues include
interpersonal violence, LGBTQ families, anxiety, child sexual abuse, transitioning from foster care to
adoption, and deaf and hard of hearing. Additionally, extensive information is provided about
working with caregivers including discussion of their own attachment history, practice sessions
before including the child, and regular caregiver-only sessions to process and strengthen Theraplay
treatment. This book is essential for any Theraplay practitioner wanting to ensure their approach is
fully informed and carefully tailored to meet their client's needs.
  polyvagal theory workbook: My Little Black Book... of therapy tips and tools Kate
Younger, 2025-07-28 My Little Black Book... of therapy tips and tools is a pocketbook full of key
theoretical and practical strategies for helping anyone – ideally people who are in or have been in
therapy – to navigate their vulnerability.
  polyvagal theory workbook: The Nervous System Workbook Deb Dana, LCSW, 2024-11-05 A
guide to understand and befriend your unique nervous system—and find your way back to safety and
calm in times of stress We live in stressful times. When we’re anxious and overwhelmed, our nervous
systems—and our lives—suffer. We can’t eliminate all of life’s difficulties, but The Nervous System
Workbook can teach you how to find more well-being amidst it all, starting inside your own body.
Deb Dana, a leading expert in Polyvagal Theory, shares incredibly effective tools for getting to know
your system. She writes, “No two nervous systems are exactly alike, and getting to know how your
nervous system works leads you along the path to becoming an active operator of your own system,
no matter how it is wired.” Step-by-step, Dana takes you through more than 50 short practices and
exercises that teach you: • How your personal nervous system responds—to what’s happening
outside you, to what’s happening inside you, and how you communicate with others’ systems • How
to recognize when you’re in a state of distress • What helps you feel calm and centered • Why
co-regulation—connecting with others—can support your sense of security • Strategies to find more
safety and ease within yourself QR codes throughout the book point to bonus audio practices guided
by Dana. As Dana writes, “When you learn to befriend the nervous system, you’ll move through the
world in a new way and experience the powerful benefits that come with finding your personal
pathways to calm and freedom.”
  polyvagal theory workbook: Building a Non-Anxious Life Dr. John Delony, 2023-10-03 Why are
my anxiety alarms going off all the time? Why do I feel like I'm in an endless cycle of blame and
anger and impatience? Why are the people I love most melting down around me? No one needs to be
told that our lives are filled with more anxiety than ever before. We know it. Our bodies can feel it.
The questions we really need to answer Why? and Is there anything we can do about it? Dr. John
Delony decided to get to the root of the issue by mapping out a plan to understand where our anxiety
is coming from and the actions we can take to change it (because he's been there too). Over the past
twenty years, he's learned through research, personal experience, and walking alongside countless
others that there are six daily choices people have to make to create a non-anxious life: Choosing
Reality Choosing Connection Choosing Freedom Choosing Health and Healing Choosing Mindfulness
Choosing Belief In this no-nonsense, straightforward approach to mental health, John will break
down exactly what each choice means and how to start making it on a daily basis. Now, here's the
truth: Those choices aren't easy, and anxiety isn't going to magically disappear. But if you commit to
building a non-anxious life, you'll be able to better respond to whatever life throws at you. You'll
grow from hard challenges. You'll learn to find peace during chaos. And you will learn to be well.
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