
pride and prejudice ending
pride and prejudice ending reveals the resolution of Jane Austen’s celebrated novel, highlighting
the fates of the central characters and the culmination of the story’s themes. The novel concludes
with significant developments in the relationships between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy, as well
as other key figures such as Jane Bennet and Mr. Bingley. This ending not only resolves the romantic
tensions but also addresses issues of social class, personal growth, and misunderstandings that have
driven the narrative. Understanding the pride and prejudice ending provides valuable insight into
Austen’s critique of 19th-century British society and her exploration of love and marriage. This
article will explore the main events of the conclusion, analyze the characters’ transformations, and
explain the thematic significance of the resolution.

The Final Developments in Elizabeth and Darcy’s Relationship

Resolution of Secondary Characters’ Storylines

Thematic Significance of the Ending

Character Growth and Personal Transformation

Impact of the Ending on the Overall Narrative

The Final Developments in Elizabeth and Darcy’s
Relationship
The pride and prejudice ending focuses primarily on the romantic resolution between Elizabeth
Bennet and Fitzwilliam Darcy. After overcoming numerous misunderstandings and personal biases,
the two characters reach a mutual understanding and respect that culminates in their marriage. This
union symbolizes the triumph of genuine love over social prejudices and personal pride, which had
previously obstructed their relationship.

Darcy’s Proposal and Elizabeth’s Initial Refusal
Earlier in the novel, Mr. Darcy proposes to Elizabeth in a manner that reveals both his affection and
his social superiority, which Elizabeth finds offensive. This initial proposal is rejected due to
Elizabeth’s perception of Darcy’s arrogance and the interference he had in the relationship between
Jane Bennet and Mr. Bingley. This event sets the stage for the personal growth and reconciliation
that define the ending.

Darcy’s Letter and Subsequent Actions
Following Elizabeth’s rejection, Darcy writes a letter explaining his actions and motivations, which



leads Elizabeth to reconsider her judgments. Darcy’s efforts to help Elizabeth’s family during Lydia
Bennet’s scandal further demonstrate his character’s development and genuine care. These actions
pave the way for Elizabeth’s eventual acceptance of Darcy’s renewed proposal.

The Marriage of Elizabeth and Darcy
The pride and prejudice ending culminates in the marriage of Elizabeth and Darcy, representing a
harmonious union that defies the rigid class distinctions of their time. Their marriage is founded on
mutual respect, understanding, and affection, marking a significant departure from the more
transactional marriages depicted elsewhere in the novel.

Resolution of Secondary Characters’ Storylines
In addition to the central romance, the pride and prejudice ending ties up the narratives of several
secondary characters, providing closure and balance to the story. These resolutions contribute to the
overall themes of social mobility, marriage, and morality.

Jane Bennet and Mr. Bingley
Jane Bennet and Mr. Bingley’s relationship, initially disrupted by Darcy’s disapproval and Bingley’s
hesitation, is restored by the novel’s conclusion. Their engagement represents a successful match
based on affection and social compatibility, reinforcing themes of proper courtship and societal
expectations.

Lydia Bennet and Mr. Wickham
Lydia Bennet’s impulsive elopement with Mr. Wickham generates a significant scandal, threatening
the Bennet family’s reputation. However, Darcy’s intervention to facilitate their marriage mitigates
the potential fallout. This resolution highlights Darcy’s sense of responsibility and contrasts with
Wickham’s previously irresponsible behavior.

Other Notable Characters
Additional characters, such as Charlotte Lucas and Mr. Collins, have their futures subtly addressed.
Charlotte’s pragmatic marriage to Mr. Collins serves as a counterpoint to the romantic unions in the
narrative, emphasizing different motivations for marriage during the period.

Thematic Significance of the Ending
The pride and prejudice ending embodies several key themes present throughout the novel,
including the critique of social class, the importance of personal virtue, and the transformative
power of love. The resolution reinforces Jane Austen’s commentary on the societal norms of Regency
England.



Overcoming Social Prejudice
The ending showcases how Elizabeth and Darcy overcome their initial judgments and societal
prejudices. Their marriage bridges class divides and challenges the rigid hierarchy of their society,
illustrating Austen’s progressive views on social mobility and individual merit.

The Role of Pride and Prejudice
The title itself is reflected in the characters’ development, with both Elizabeth and Darcy confronting
their own pride and prejudices. The conclusion demonstrates how self-awareness and openness to
change can lead to personal happiness and social harmony.

Marriage as a Social Institution
The varying marriages depicted in the ending highlight different attitudes toward the institution of
marriage. While some unions are based on love and respect, others are pragmatic or influenced by
social necessity, offering a nuanced portrayal of matrimonial relationships in Austen’s era.

Character Growth and Personal Transformation
One of the most significant aspects of the pride and prejudice ending is the evident growth in the
main characters, especially Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy. Their transformations are central to the
narrative’s resolution and thematic depth.

Elizabeth’s Changed Perspective
Elizabeth’s journey involves overcoming her initial prejudices against Darcy and learning to
appreciate his true character. Her increased maturity and willingness to reconsider her judgments
reflect a broader moral development that aligns with Austen’s ideals.

Darcy’s Humility and Generosity
Darcy’s character arc moves from pride and social aloofness to humility and active kindness. His
willingness to assist the Bennet family despite their lower social standing exemplifies his personal
growth and the novel’s advocacy for compassion beyond class boundaries.

Supporting Characters’ Development
Other characters, such as Jane Bennet and Mr. Bingley, also exhibit growth, although more subtly.
Their reconciliation and forthcoming marriage suggest an alignment of affection and social
propriety, reinforcing the novel’s optimistic conclusion.



Impact of the Ending on the Overall Narrative
The pride and prejudice ending serves as a satisfying resolution that ties together narrative threads
and reinforces the novel’s central messages. It leaves readers with a sense of closure while inviting
reflection on the social dynamics Austen critiques.

Harmonizing Plot and Theme
The conclusion effectively harmonizes the plot’s romantic elements with its social commentary. By
resolving conflicts through character development and reconciliations, Austen ensures that the
ending is both emotionally rewarding and intellectually meaningful.

Lasting Cultural Influence
The enduring popularity of the pride and prejudice ending has contributed to the novel’s status as a
classic. Its portrayal of love overcoming societal barriers continues to resonate with readers and
informs numerous adaptations and reinterpretations.

Summary of Key Takeaways

The union of Elizabeth and Darcy symbolizes the overcoming of pride and prejudice.

Secondary characters’ resolutions offer a comprehensive view of societal expectations
regarding marriage.

The ending reinforces themes of personal growth, social critique, and the complexity of human
relationships.

Austen’s nuanced portrayal of marriage highlights varying motivations and outcomes within
the social structure.

The conclusion balances romantic satisfaction with thoughtful social commentary, enhancing
the novel’s impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Pride and Prejudice end?
Pride and Prejudice ends with Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy overcoming their misunderstandings
and prejudices to get married, symbolizing the triumph of love and mutual respect.



Do Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy get married at the end of Pride
and Prejudice?
Yes, Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy get married at the end of the novel, marking the resolution of
their initial misunderstandings and social differences.

What is the significance of the ending of Pride and Prejudice?
The ending signifies the overcoming of societal expectations and personal pride, highlighting themes
of growth, understanding, and true love.

How does Mr. Darcy's character change by the end of Pride
and Prejudice?
By the end, Mr. Darcy becomes more humble and open, shedding his pride and learning to value
Elizabeth's intelligence and spirit.

What happens to Jane Bennet at the end of Pride and
Prejudice?
Jane Bennet marries Mr. Bingley, which also represents a happy and socially acceptable union,
complementing Elizabeth and Darcy's marriage.

Are there any unresolved issues at the end of Pride and
Prejudice?
Most major conflicts are resolved by the end, though some minor social tensions remain, the story
concludes on a positive and hopeful note.

How does the ending of Pride and Prejudice reflect the social
norms of the time?
The ending reflects social norms by emphasizing marriage as a key social institution but also
challenges these norms through Elizabeth and Darcy's union based on mutual respect rather than
convenience.

Does Lydia Bennet's elopement affect the ending of Pride and
Prejudice?
Lydia's elopement creates tension earlier in the novel, but it is resolved when Mr. Darcy intervenes,
allowing for a stable and happy ending for the Bennet family.

What message does Jane Austen convey through the ending of
Pride and Prejudice?
Austen's ending conveys that true love and understanding can overcome societal prejudices and



personal flaws.

Is the ending of Pride and Prejudice considered a happy
ending?
Yes, the ending is generally considered happy, with key characters finding love and security,
fulfilling readers’ expectations for a satisfying conclusion.

Additional Resources
1. Pride and Prejudice: The Unexpected Reunion
This novel explores the lives of Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy several years after their marriage.
When a long-lost relative arrives with secrets that could change everything, the couple must
navigate new challenges while reaffirming their love. Themes of forgiveness, trust, and enduring
partnership are delicately woven throughout the story.

2. Darcy’s Promise: A Pride and Prejudice Continuation
Set shortly after the original ending, this book delves into Mr. Darcy’s perspective as he adjusts to
married life with Elizabeth. The narrative uncovers his internal struggles and growth, while an old
acquaintance's reappearance tests their bond. It’s a heartfelt exploration of love’s resilience and
personal transformation.

3. Elizabeth’s Choice: Beyond Pemberley
Elizabeth Bennet faces societal pressures and family obligations after marrying Mr. Darcy. This story
focuses on her journey to balance personal happiness with duty, highlighting her strength and
independence. The novel offers a fresh look at life beyond the iconic Pemberley estate.

4. The Bennet Sisters’ New Beginnings
Following Elizabeth and Darcy’s union, this book shifts attention to the Bennet sisters and their
individual paths to happiness. Each sister encounters unique trials in love and life, emphasizing
themes of growth and sisterhood. It’s a compelling continuation that enriches the world of Pride and
Prejudice.

5. A Winter at Pemberley
This tale centers on the first winter Elizabeth and Darcy spend together, capturing the warmth and
intimacy of their evolving relationship. Unexpected guests and events bring both joy and tension,
testing their commitment. The story beautifully portrays the nuances of married life in Regency
England.

6. Secrets at Longbourn: A Pride and Prejudice Sequel
Set at the Bennet family home, this novel uncovers hidden truths and unresolved conflicts following
Elizabeth’s marriage. New alliances and old wounds come to light, challenging the family’s unity. It’s
a dramatic and emotional journey that deepens the original story’s themes.

7. Darcy and Elizabeth: A Love Endures
This book chronicles the enduring love between Darcy and Elizabeth as they face societal gossip and
personal trials. Their unwavering support for each other showcases the strength of their bond. Rich
in emotional depth, it celebrates love’s capacity to overcome adversity.



8. Pemberley Shadows: A Pride and Prejudice Mystery
Combining romance with mystery, this story takes place at Pemberley where a puzzling event
threatens the estate’s peace. Elizabeth and Darcy must work together to uncover the truth,
strengthening their relationship in the process. It’s a thrilling and romantic addition to the Pride and
Prejudice legacy.

9. Happily Ever After: The Bennet-Darcy Chronicles
This series starter follows Elizabeth and Darcy’s life post-wedding, highlighting their joys and
challenges as a married couple. The narrative emphasizes growth, family, and the deepening of their
love over time. It’s an uplifting and heartfelt continuation for fans of the classic tale.
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  pride and prejudice ending: Books of the Dead Tim Lanzendörfer, 2018-08-08 The zombie
has cropped up in many forms—in film, in television, and as a cultural phenomenon in zombie walks
and zombie awareness months—but few books have looked at what the zombie means in fiction. Tim
Lanzendörfer fills this gap by looking at a number of zombie novels, short stories, and comics, and
probing what the zombie represents in contemporary literature. Lanzendörfer brings together the
most recent critical discussion of zombies and applies it to a selection of key texts including Max
Brooks’s World War Z, Colson Whitehead’s Zone One, Junot Díaz’s short story “Monstro,” Robert
Kirkman’s comic series The Walking Dead, and Seth Grahame-Smith’s Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies. Within the context of broader literary culture, Lanzendörfer makes the case for reading
these texts with care and openness in their own right. Lanzendörfer contends that what zombies do
is less important than what becomes possible when they are around. Indeed, they seem less
interesting as metaphors for the various ways the world could end than they do as vehicles for how
the world might exist in a different and often better form.
  pride and prejudice ending: Last Impressions Theresa M. Kenney, 2025-05-28 Jane Austen’s
conclusions have often perplexed her readers, who at times perceive her novels’ endings as hasty or
overly simplistic. However, a closer examination reveals that her final chapters are meticulously
crafted, serving as critical touchstones that redefine the entire narrative. Last Impressions offers an
in-depth analysis of the literary strategies Austen employs to conclude her novels. This work
explores recurring techniques, such as securing parental consent, the absence of dramatized scenes,
and the use of rhetorical devices like Socratic irony and metalepsis, uncovering meaningful patterns
that highlight Austen’s artistry. By illuminating the intentionality behind the endings of all six of
Austen’s major novels, as well as her epistolary novella Lady Susan, this book provides valuable
insights into her narrative architecture. In a literary landscape that has frequently dismissed
Austen’s conclusions, Last Impressions asserts that her final chapters demand critical engagement,
challenging readers to reconsider their interpretations and appreciate her enduring complexity.
  pride and prejudice ending: Austen After 200 Kerry Sinanan, Annika Bautz, Daniel Cook,
2022-11-24 Austen After 200 explores our contemporary relationship with Jane Austen in the wake
of the bicentenaries of her death and the first publication of her novels. The volume begins by
looking at Austen’s popular appeal and at how she is consumed today in diverse cultural venues such
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the digisphere, blogosphere, festivals and book clubs. It then offers new approaches to the novels
within various critical contexts, including adaptation studies, fan fiction, intertextuality, and more.
Collecting these new essays in one volume enables a unique view of the crossovers and divergences
in engagements with Austen in different settings, and will help a comparative approach between the
popular and the academic to emerge more fully in Austen studies. The book gathers insights from a
range of contributors invested in new reading spaces in order to show the creative ways in which we
are all adapting as we continue to read Austen’s works.
  pride and prejudice ending: Prequels, Coquels and Sequels in Contemporary Anglophone
Fiction Armelle Parey, 2018-09-03 This book offers to delineate a key phenomenon in contemporary
Anglophone fiction: novel expansion, when the plot and characters from a finished novel are
retrieved to be developed in new adventures set before, after or during the narrative time of the
source-text. If autographic and allographic sequels are almost as old as literature, prequels – that
imagine the anteriority of a narrative – and coquels – that develop secondary characters in the same
story time as the source-text – are more recent. The overall trend for novel expansion spread in the
mid-1980s and 1990s and has since shown no sign of abating. This volume is organised following
three types of relationships to the source-texts even if these occasionally combine to produce a more
complex structure. This book comprises 11 essays, preceded by an introduction, that examine
narrative strategies, aesthetic, ethical and political tendencies underlying these novel expansions.
Following the overview provided in the introduction, the reader will find case studies of prequels,
coquels and sequels before a final chapter that encompasses them all and more.
  pride and prejudice ending: Rereading the Nineteenth Century I. Webb, 2010-03-29 In the
aftermath of the revolutions in theory and criticism of the last several decades, this book offers a
re-reading of the development of the nineteenth-century English novel by exploring the relation of
the writer to the reader.
  pride and prejudice ending: Modernizing George Eliot K.M. Newton, 2011-12-08 This book
is available as open access through the Bloomsbury Open Access programme and is available on
www.bloomsburycollections.com. George Eliot's work has been subject to a wide range of critical
questioning, most of which relates her substantially to a Victorian context and intellectual
framework. This book examines the ways in which her work anticipates significant aspects of writing
in the twentieth and indeed twenty first century in regard to both art and philosophy. This new book
presents a series of linked essays exploring Eliot's credentials as a radical thinker. Opening with her
relationship to the Romantic tradition, Newton goes on to discuss her reading of Darwinism, her
radical critique of Victorian values and her affiliation with the modernists. The final essays discuss
her work in relation to Derridean themes and to Bernard Williams' concept of moral luck. What
emerges is a very different Eliot from the conservative figure portrayed in much critical literature.
  pride and prejudice ending: Constancy and the Ethics of Jane Austen's 'Mansfield Park'
Joyce Kerr Tarpley, 2010 Constancy and the Ethics of Jane Austen's 'Mansfield Park' addresses the
ethical dimension of Austen's thought in her most controversial novel, Mansfield Park, by examining
the portrayal of her least popular heroine, Fanny Price, and by focusing on her most important
virtue, constancy. My aim is to show the way in which Austen's ethical system works by using
constancy as a unifying principle for her ethics and by analyzing its Christian basis; I hope to offer a
reading that allows the richness and complexity of the characters and incidents in the novel to unite
within a coherent whole. To do this I conduct a book-length exploration of constancy, whose primary
ethical function is to ground the practice of virtue by regulating other virtues common to Austen
heroines, including self-knowledge, love or genuine affection, gratitude, and humility.--from the
Preface.
  pride and prejudice ending: Jane Austen & Charles Darwin Peter W. Graham, 2016-05-06
Are Jane Austen and Charles Darwin the two great English empiricists of the nineteenth century?
Peter W. Graham poses this question as he brings these two icons of nineteenth-century British
culture into intellectual conversation in his provocative new book. Graham shows that while the one
is generally termed a naturalist (Darwin's preferred term for himself) and the other a novelist, these



characterizations are at least partially interchangeable, as each author possessed skills that would
serve well in either arena. Both Austen and Darwin are naturalists who look with a sharp, cold eye at
the concrete particulars of the world around them. Both are in certain senses novelists who weave
densely particularized and convincingly grounded narratives that convey their personal observations
and perceptions to wide readerships. When taken seriously, the words and works of Austen and
Darwin encourage their readers to look closely at the social and natural worlds around them and
form opinions based on individual judgment rather than on transmitted opinion. Graham's four
interlocked essays begin by situating Austen and Darwin in the English empirical tradition and
focusing on the uncanny similarities in the two writers' respective circumstances and
preoccupations. Both Austen and Darwin were fascinated by sibling relations. Both were acute
observers and analysts of courtship rituals. Both understood constant change as the way of the
world, whether the microcosm under consideration is geological, biological, social, or literary. Both
grasped the importance of scale in making observations. Both discerned the connection between
minute, particular causes and vast, general effects. Employing the trenchant analytical talents
associated with his subjects and informed by a wealth of historical and biographical detail and the
best of recent work by historians of science, Graham has given us a new entree into Austen's and
Darwin's writings.
  pride and prejudice ending: The Weekend Novelist Rewrites the Novel Robert J. Ray,
2010-02-16 This follow-up to the bestselling The Weekend Novelist will guide writers of all levels
through the next phase in crafting their novel: the rewrite. You’ve finished your first
draft—congratulations! Think it’s ready for publication? Think again. The next stage is all about
revising and reworking your manuscript—fine-tuning the plot, adding or improving subplots, and
fleshing out characters; in short, addressing important structural issues that make or break a novel.
Robert J. Ray, who helped thousands of writers get from blank page to first draft in The Weekend
Novelist, now guides the same audience through a series of seventeen weekend revision exercises
designed to fit into any busy lifestyle, focusing on everything from rewriting scenes to developing
sound flashbacks to refining characters’ back stories. Throughout the book, Ray illustrates his
lessons with examples from such great works of literature as Jane Eyre, Gorky Park, and The Great
Gatsby so that writers may more easily identify how and why a certain technique or structural
element helps or hinders their own work. Also included are checklists, timed exercises, plot
diagrams, and charts—all aimed to get you rewriting and revising your draft with confidence.
Whether you’re an amateur novelist, a seasoned writer who’s hit a mental block, or a creative
writing teacher looking for proven exercises for better instruction, The Weekend Novelist Rewrites
the Novel provides the tools to transform first drafts into successful novels.
  pride and prejudice ending: A Natural History of the Romance Novel Pamela Regis,
2013-08-31 The romance novel has the strange distinction of being the most popular but least
respected of literary genres. While it remains consistently dominant in bookstores and on best-seller
lists, it is also widely dismissed by the critical community. Scholars have alleged that romance
novels help create subservient readers, who are largely women, by confining heroines to stories that
ignore issues other than love and marriage. Pamela Regis argues that such critical studies fail to
take into consideration the personal choice of readers, offer any true definition of the romance
novel, or discuss the nature and scope of the genre. Presenting the counterclaim that the romance
novel does not enslave women but, on the contrary, is about celebrating freedom and joy, Regis
offers a definition that provides critics with an expanded vocabulary for discussing a genre that is
both classic and contemporary, sexy and entertaining. Taking the stance that the popular romance
novel is a work of literature with a brilliant pedigree, Regis asserts that it is also a very old, stable
form. She traces the literary history of the romance novel from canonical works such as Richardson's
Pamela through Austen's Pride and Prejudice, Brontë's Jane Eyre, and E. M. Hull's The Sheik, and
then turns to more contemporary works such as the novels of Georgette Heyer, Mary Stewart, Janet
Dailey, Jayne Ann Krentz, and Nora Roberts.
  pride and prejudice ending: Comparing Texts Nicola Onyett, 2005-02-25 Routledge A Level



English Guides equip AS and A2 Level students with the skills they need to explore, evaluate, and
enjoy English. Books in the series are built around the various skills specified in the assessment
objectives (AOs) for all AS and A2 Level English courses. Focusing on the AOs most relevant to their
topic, the books help students to develop their knowledge and abilities through analysis of lively
texts and contemporary data. Each book in the series covers a different area of language and literary
study, and offers accessible explanations, examples, exercises, summaries, suggested answers and a
glossary of key terms. Comparing Texts: provides students with the skills they need to compare and
contrast texts explores and compares texts from a wide range of genres and periods draws on a
large number of literary and non-literary texts, from Chaucer's Wife of Bath to The Good Wife's
Guide, from Frankenstein to poetry by Carol Ann Duffy, and from Nigella Lawson to Fast Food
Nation introduces the main themes and issues students need to consider when comparing texts:
themes, genre, time and place, form and structure, and intertextuality.
  pride and prejudice ending: Romantic Capabilities Mike Goode, 2020-10-02 Romantic
Capabilities discusses the relationship between popular new media uses of literary texts. Devising
and modelling an original critical methodology that bridges historicist literary criticism and
reception studies with media studies and formalism, this volume contends that how a literary text
behaves when it encounters new media reveals medial capabilities of the text that can transform
how we understand its significance for the original historical context for which it was created.
Following an introductory theoretical chapter that explains the book's unconventional approach to
the archive, Romantic Capabilities analyzes significant popular media behaviors exhibited by three
major Romantic British literary corpuses: the viral circulation of William Blake's pictures and
proverbs across contemporary media, the gravitation of Victorian panorama painters and 3D
photographers to Walter Scott's historical fictions, and the ongoing popular practice of writing
fanfiction set in the worlds of Jane Austen's novels and their imaginary country estates. The result is
a book that reveals Blake to be an important early theorist of viral media and the law, Scott's novels
to be studies in vision that helped give rise to modern immersive media, and Austenian realism to be
a mode of ecological design whose project fanfiction grasps and extends. It offers insight into the
politics of virality, the dependence of immersion on a sense of frame, and the extent to which
eighteenth-century landscape gardening anticipated Deleuzian ideas of the virtual by granting
existence to reality's as-yet-unrealized capabilities.
  pride and prejudice ending: Neither Black Nor White Yet Both Werner Sollors, 1999 Why
can a white woman give birth to a black baby, while a black woman can never give birth to a white
baby in the United States? What makes racial passing so different from social mobility? Why are
interracial and incestuous relations often confused or conflated in literature, making miscegenation
appear as if it were incest? Werner Sollors examines these questions and others in Neither Black nor
White yet Both, a fully researched investigation of literary works that, in the past, have been read
more for a black-white contrast of either-or than for an interracial realm of neither, nor, both, and
in-between. From the origins of the term race to the cultural sources of the Tragic Mulatto, and from
the calculus of color to the retellings of various plots, Sollors examines what we know about race,
analyzing recurrent motifs in scientific and legal works as well as in fiction, drama, and poetry.
  pride and prejudice ending: A Cultural History of Marriage in the Age of Enlightenment
Edward Behrend-Martínez, 2021-11-18 Could an institution as sacred and traditional as marriage
undergo a revolution? Some people living during the so-called Age of Enlightenment thought so. By
marrying for that selfish, personal emotion of love rather than to serve religious or family interests,
to serve political demands or the demands of the pocketbook, a few but growing number of people
revolutionized matrimony around the end of the eighteenth century. Marriage went from being a
sacred state, instituted by the Church and involving everyone to – for a few intrepid people – a
secular contract, a deal struck between two individuals based entirely on their mutual love and
affection. Few would claim today that love is not the cornerstone of modern marriage. The easiest
argument in favor of any marriage today, no matter how star-crossed the individuals, is that the
couple is deeply and hopelessly in love with one another. But that was not always so clear. Before



the eighteenth century very few couples united simply because they shared a mutual attraction and
affection for one another. Yet only a century later most people would come to believe that mutual
love and even attraction were necessary for any marriage to succeed. A Cultural History of Marriage
in the Age of Enlightenment explores the ways that new ideas, cultural ideals, and economic
changes, big and small, reshaped matrimony into the institution that it is today, allowing love to
become the ultimate essential ingredient for modern marriages. A Cultural History of Marriage in
the Age of Enlightenment presents an overview of the period with essays on Courtship and Ritual;
Religion, State and Law; Kinship and Social Networks; the Family Economy; Love and Sex; the
Breaking of Vows; and Representations of Marriage.
  pride and prejudice ending: The Legal Imagination James Boyd White, 1985-12-15 White
extends his theory of law as constitutive rhetoric, asking how one may criticize the legal culture and
the texts within it. A fascinating study of the language of the law. . . . This book is to be highly
recommended: certainly, for those who find the time to read it, it will broaden the mind, and give
lawyers a new insight into their role.—New Law Journal
  pride and prejudice ending: A Successful Novel Must Be in Want of a Sequel M. Carmen
Gomez-Galisteo, 2018-04-13 What happened after Mr. Darcy married Elizabeth Bennet in Pride and
Prejudice? Where did Heathcliff go when he disappeared in Wuthering Heights? What social
ostracism would Hester Prynne of The Scarlet Letter have faced in 20th century America? Great
novels often leave behind great questions, and sequels seek to answer them. This critical analysis
offers fresh insights into the sequels to seven literary classics, including Jane Austen's Sense and
Sensibility, the Bronte sisters' Jane Eyre, Louisa May Alcott's Little Women, and Daphne du
Maurier's Rebecca.
  pride and prejudice ending: Gendered (Re)Visions Marion Gymnich, Kathrin Ruhl, Klaus
Scheunemann, 2010-11-17 In academic as well as in public debates audiovisual media have often
been accused of perpetuating gender stereotypes and of confronting viewers time and again with
traditional role models and binary concepts of masculinity and femininity. In recent years, films,
television series and music videos increasingly have shown women and men who transgress the
traditional gender dichotomy. One of the central ideas behind this volume is the attempt to bring
together explorations of 'gendering' in different audiovisual media. The contributions seek to explore
in particular shifting constructions of femininity and masculinity and aim to provide further insight
into the media- and genre-specific ways of constructing, perpetuating and challenging gender
concepts in audiovisual media, taking into consideration the interplay of the different levels on
which gendering occurs in them. Thus, two articles in the present volume address the processes of
constructing, perpetuating and challenging notions of femininity and masculinity in music videos,
while other contributions are dedicated to the analysis of gendering in films and/or TV series.
  pride and prejudice ending: ,
  pride and prejudice ending: The Lives of Texts Andrzej Kowalczyk, Katarzyna Pisarska,
2014-07-24 The Lives of Texts: Exploring the Metaphor examines various instances of “textual
subsistence” implied by the title. Drawing on the parallel between a text and a living organism, the
contributors analyze various literary texts ranging from the Middle Ages to postmodernity, as well as
film adaptations and the graphic novel. Apart from the works of canonical writers, attention is also
drawn to some long-forgotten authors, along with the most recent instances of popular literature
and culture. The exploration of the title metaphor allows the contributors to trace life-like
phenomena (e.g. textual birth, maturation, dissemination, death and resurrection) in the texts of
writers so remote from each other as Layamon, Thomas More, Mary Shelley, Charles Williams,
Ursula Le Guin, A. S. Byatt, Peter Ackroyd, Iain Banks, J. K. Rowling, or Neil Gaiman.
  pride and prejudice ending: Reading the Romantic Ridiculous Andrew McInnes, Rita J.
Dashwood, 2024-09-02 Reading The Romantic Ridiculous aims to take Romantic Studies from the
sublime to the ridiculous. Building on recent work that decentres the myth of the solitary genius,
this duograph theorises the ridiculous as an alternative affect to the sublime, privileging collective
laughter above solitude and selfishness and reflecting on these ideals through the practice of joint



authorship. Tracing the history of the ridiculous through Romantic and post-Romantic debates about
sublimity, from the rediscovery of Longinus and the aesthetic theories of Burke and Kant to
contemporary queer and postcolonial theory interested in silliness, lowness, and vulnerability,
Reading the Romantic Ridiculous explores Romanticism's surprising commitments to ridiculousness
in canonical material by writers such as Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Jane Austen, and Charles Lamb as
well as lesser-known material from joke books to children's literature. In theory and practice, this
duograph also considers the legacies of Romanticism – and ridiculousness – today, analysing their
influence on independent film, sitcoms, and young adult fiction, as well as their place in higher
education now.
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