
pilgrim at tinker creek review
pilgrim at tinker creek review offers an insightful examination of Annie Dillard’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning work, a classic piece of nature writing that blends philosophy, spirituality, and detailed
natural observation. This review explores the thematic depth, narrative style, and literary
significance of the book, highlighting why it remains influential in contemporary environmental
literature. The article delves into Dillard’s unique approach to describing the natural world around
Tinker Creek, focusing on her meditative reflections and vivid imagery. Additionally, it discusses the
structure and tone of the book, as well as its reception among readers and critics. This
comprehensive pilgrim at tinker creek review also considers the ecological and existential questions
posed by the author, providing a nuanced understanding of the text. Readers will gain valuable
insights into the book’s contribution to nature writing and its enduring appeal. The following
sections cover a detailed analysis, thematic exploration, stylistic features, and critical perspectives.

Overview of Pilgrim at Tinker Creek

Thematic Exploration

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Critical Reception and Impact

Ecological and Philosophical Significance

Overview of Pilgrim at Tinker Creek

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek is a nonfiction narrative that chronicles Annie Dillard’s observations and
reflections during a year spent exploring the natural surroundings of Tinker Creek in Virginia’s Blue
Ridge Mountains. The book is structured loosely around the four seasons, providing a temporal
framework for her detailed nature studies. Dillard’s work combines elements of memoir, nature
writing, and philosophical inquiry, creating a rich tapestry that captures the complexities of life in
the natural world. This section of the pilgrim at tinker creek review outlines the book’s content,
structure, and key features.

Structure and Content

The book is divided into multiple chapters, each focusing on specific natural phenomena, animals, or
plants observed near Tinker Creek. The narrative shifts fluidly between close-up descriptions of
insects, birds, and landscapes, and broader meditations on existence, time, and spirituality. This
episodic structure allows the reader to engage with the natural world in a deeply immersive way.



Author Background and Context

Annie Dillard, an accomplished writer and educator, drew upon her background in literature and
philosophy to craft Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. Published in 1974, the book emerged during a period of
growing environmental awareness in America. Understanding Dillard’s intellectual and cultural
context enhances appreciation of the book’s themes and approach.

Thematic Exploration

The themes within Pilgrim at Tinker Creek are multifaceted, weaving together nature, spirituality,
mortality, and human perception. This section highlights the major themes explored throughout the
text and their significance in the broader context of environmental literature.

Nature and Observation

At its core, the book is an ode to the act of observation. Dillard’s meticulous attention to detail
reveals the intricate beauty and brutality of the natural world. She encourages readers to slow down
and observe with curiosity and reverence, emphasizing the importance of direct experience with
nature.

Spirituality and Transcendence

Dillard approaches nature as a source of spiritual insight, often reflecting on the divine and the
mysteries of creation. Her contemplations explore themes of transcendence and the search for
meaning beyond the material world, positioning the natural environment as a spiritual pilgrimage
site.

Mortality and Existence

The book frequently confronts the realities of life and death, illustrating the cyclical nature of
existence. Through vivid depictions of predation, decay, and renewal, Dillard probes the paradoxes
of life’s fragility and resilience.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

One of the defining characteristics of Pilgrim at Tinker Creek is its distinctive literary style, which
blends poetic prose with scientific observation. This section of the pilgrim at tinker creek review
analyzes Dillard’s narrative choices and stylistic elements.



Poetic and Descriptive Language

Dillard’s prose is often lyrical, employing metaphor, simile, and vivid imagery to evoke the sensory
experience of the natural world. Her language elevates everyday observations to moments of
profound insight, contributing to the book’s artistic merit.

Interdisciplinary Approach

The narrative integrates knowledge from biology, ecology, philosophy, and theology. This
interdisciplinary approach enriches the text, offering readers multiple lenses through which to
understand the complexities of nature.

Reflective and Meditative Tone

The book’s tone is contemplative, inviting readers into an introspective space. Dillard’s reflective
style encourages a slow, thoughtful engagement with the text and the natural phenomena it
describes.

Critical Reception and Impact

Since its publication, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek has garnered critical acclaim and a dedicated
readership. This section reviews the book’s reception and its influence on nature writing and
environmental thought.

Awards and Recognition

In 1975, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek won the Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction, cementing its status
as a seminal work. The book received praise for its originality, depth, and literary quality.

Influence on Nature Writing

Dillard’s work has inspired generations of writers interested in the natural world and environmental
issues. The book’s blend of scientific detail and lyrical prose set a new standard for nature writing.

Critiques and Controversies



Some critics have noted the book’s dense philosophical passages and episodic structure as
challenging for readers seeking straightforward narrative. However, these qualities are often
regarded as integral to its artistic and thematic complexity.

Ecological and Philosophical Significance

Beyond its literary achievements, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek offers important insights into ecological
awareness and philosophical inquiry. This section discusses the broader implications of the book’s
content.

Environmental Awareness

Dillard’s detailed observations highlight the interconnectedness of living organisms and their
habitats. The book serves as a call to recognize the fragility of ecosystems and the importance of
conservation.

Philosophy of Nature

The narrative grapples with existential questions about humanity’s place in the natural world. It
challenges anthropocentric views and encourages a more humble, integrated perspective on life.

Lessons for Contemporary Readers

In an era of environmental crisis, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek remains relevant for its emphasis on
mindful observation and respect for nature. Its philosophical reflections continue to inspire
thoughtful engagement with ecological issues.

Meticulous nature observation as a practice

Integration of spirituality and science

Reflection on life, death, and renewal

Influence on modern environmental literature

Encouragement of ecological responsibility



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' about?
'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' is a nature writing book by Annie Dillard that explores the natural world
around Tinker Creek in Virginia, blending detailed observations with philosophical reflections.

Who is the author of 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek'?
The author of 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' is Annie Dillard, an American author known for her works on
nature and spirituality.

Why is 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' considered a classic?
'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' is considered a classic because of its lyrical prose, deep philosophical
insights, and unique blend of science and spirituality that has influenced nature writing.

What themes are explored in 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek'?
The book explores themes such as the beauty and brutality of nature, the search for meaning,
spirituality, and the interconnectedness of life.

How has 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' been received by critics?
Critics have praised 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' for its poetic language, keen observation, and
profound reflections, often highlighting its contribution to environmental literature.

Is 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' suitable for casual readers?
'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' is suitable for readers who enjoy contemplative and descriptive nature
writing, though its philosophical depth may require thoughtful reading.

What makes Annie Dillard's writing style in 'Pilgrim at Tinker
Creek' unique?
Annie Dillard's writing style is unique for its detailed sensory descriptions, poetic imagery, and the
seamless integration of scientific observation with spiritual inquiry.

Has 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' won any awards?
Yes, 'Pilgrim at Tinker Creek' won the Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction in 1975, highlighting its
significance and literary excellence.



Additional Resources
1. The Outermost House by Henry Beston
This classic nature memoir chronicles a year spent living in a small house on the dunes of Cape Cod.
Beston’s lyrical prose captures the rhythms of the natural world, the changing seasons, and the
intimate relationship between humans and the environment. Like *Pilgrim at Tinker Creek*, it
reflects on solitude, observation, and the spiritual dimension of nature.

2. A Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold
Leopold’s influential work blends natural history, philosophy, and ethical reflections on
conservation. Structured as a series of essays tied to the months of the year, it encourages readers
to see the land as a community to which they belong. Its profound ecological insights complement
the themes explored in *Pilgrim at Tinker Creek*.

3. The Song of the Dodo: Island Biogeography in an Age of Extinctions by David Quammen
This book offers a compelling exploration of biodiversity, extinction, and the ecological
consequences of habitat fragmentation. Quammen’s engaging storytelling makes complex scientific
concepts accessible. Readers interested in the natural world’s fragility, as discussed in *Pilgrim at
Tinker Creek*, will find this book enlightening.

4. Desert Solitaire by Edward Abbey
Abbey’s memoir recounts his experiences as a park ranger in the American Southwest, combining
rugged natural observation with sharp environmental criticism. His passionate defense of wilderness
and critique of industrialization resonate with the contemplative and environmental concerns in
*Pilgrim at Tinker Creek*.

5. Lab Girl by Hope Jahren
This memoir by a geobiologist intertwines personal narrative with scientific exploration of plants and
the natural world. Jahren’s detailed observations and reflections on growth, resilience, and the
interconnectedness of life echo the introspective and scientific tone of *Pilgrim at Tinker Creek*.

6. Silent Spring by Rachel Carson
A groundbreaking environmental book, *Silent Spring* exposed the dangers of pesticides and
sparked the modern environmental movement. Carson’s vivid descriptions of nature’s beauty and
vulnerability complement the reflective and ecological themes found in *Pilgrim at Tinker Creek*.

7. Walden by Henry David Thoreau
Thoreau’s seminal work on simple living in natural surroundings explores themes of self-reliance,
nature observation, and philosophical inquiry. Its influence on environmental literature and its
contemplative approach to nature make it a natural companion to Annie Dillard’s *Pilgrim at Tinker
Creek*.

8. The Peregrine by J.A. Baker
This intense natural history narrative focuses on the author’s observations of peregrine falcons over
a decade. Baker’s poetic and immersive style captures the beauty and brutality of nature, paralleling
the deep attention to detail and reverence in *Pilgrim at Tinker Creek*.

9. My First Summer in the Sierra by John Muir
Muir’s detailed journal of his summer spent in the Sierra Nevada mountains offers vivid descriptions
of landscapes, plants, and wildlife. His spiritual connection to nature and celebration of wilderness
align closely with the meditative and naturalistic essence of *Pilgrim at Tinker Creek*.
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  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Encyclopedia of the Essay Tracy Chevalier, 2012-10-12 This
groundbreaking new source of international scope defines the essay as nonfictional prose texts of
between one and 50 pages in length. The more than 500 entries by 275 contributors include entries
on nationalities, various categories of essays such as generic (such as sermons, aphorisms),
individual major works, notable writers, and periodicals that created a market for essays, and
particularly famous or significant essays. The preface details the historical development of the essay,
and the alphabetically arranged entries usually include biographical sketch, nationality, era,
selected writings list, additional readings, and anthologies
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Pilgrim at Tinker Creek Annie Dillard, 2009-10-13 Winner of
the Pulitzer Prize “The book is a form of meditation, written with headlong urgency, about seeing. . .
. There is an ambition about [Dillard's] book that I like. . . . It is the ambition to feel.” — Eudora
Welty, New York Times Book Review Pilgrim at Tinker Creek is the story of a dramatic year in
Virginia's Roanoke Valley, where Annie Dillard set out to chronicle incidents of beauty tangled in a
rapture with violence. Dillard's personal narrative highlights one year's exploration on foot in the
Virginia region through which Tinker Creek runs. In the summer, she stalks muskrats in the creek
and contemplates wave mechanics; in the fall, she watches a monarch butterfly migration and
dreams of Arctic caribou. She tries to con a coot; she collects pond water and examines it under a
microscope. She unties a snake skin, witnesses a flood, and plays King of the Meadow with a field of
grasshoppers. The result is an exhilarating tale of nature and its seasons.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: A Writer's Eye: Collected Book Reviews Welty, Eudora, 1994
Although she is eminent primarily as the prize-winning author of classic works of fiction, Eudora
Welty is notable also as an astute literary critic. Her essays on the art of fiction and on the writers
who enlarged the range of the short story and the novel are definitive pieces. Her distinguished book
reviews, along with her critical essays, augment her reputation for being one of the most discerning
author-critics in literary America. This collection of her book reviews manifests the connecting of her
penetrating eye with her responsive intellect in forming sympathetic judgments of the books she
reviewed. Between 1942 and 1984 Welty wrote sixty-seven reviews of seventy-four books. Fifty-eight
of these appeared in the New York Times Book Review, and others in the Saturday Review of
Literature, Tomorrow, the Hudson Review, the New York Post, and the Sewanee Review. The
reviewed books include novels, short story collections, books of essays, biographies and memoirs,
books of letters, children's books, books of ghost stories, photography books, books of literary
criticism, and books of World War II art. Over nearly half a century she reviewed books by some of
the foremost authors of her time - Virginia Woolf, William Faulkner, V.S. Pritchett, Colette, Isak
Dinesen, E.B. White, E.M. Forster, J.D. Salinger, Ross Macdonald, Patrick White, S.J. Perelman,
Annie Dillard, Elizabeth Bowen, and Katherine Anne Porter. A Writer's Eye includes all of Welty's
book reviews, even one published in the New York Times Book Review under the pseudonym
Michael Ravenna. Sixteen of the reviews were collected previously in Welty's The Eye of the Story
(1978). In this collection Pearl Amelia McHaney's introduction records the history of Welty's career
in book reviewing and illuminates the honesty and compassion with which Welty wrote reviews.
Welty's keen vision, her wit, and her refined style make these monuments to interruption, a phrase
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she wrote in description of Virginia Woolf's essays and reviews, an important record of her literary
standards and special interests. They show as well how book reviewing consumed a large measure of
creative time that she customarily devoted to fiction writing. Placed beside her authoritative critical
essays, this volume enhances Welty's considerable literary stature and completes the image of
Eudora Welty as a consummate woman of letters.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: A Literary Shema Lori A. Kanitz, 2020-02-10 For the duration
of her writing career, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Annie Dillard has unflinchingly asked and kept
on asking enormous and difficult questions: What is the relation of Creator to creation? Why is there
evil and unjust suffering? How do we make meaning of our experiences? Who is responsible for
redeeming the world's brokenness? Moreover, she has done so in every genre within the impressive
range of her canon: her poetry, literary nonfiction, novels, autobiography, literary criticism, and
memoirs. Two enduring influences have shaped Dillard's cosmos-spanning questions and their
metanarratives--Christianity and Jewish mysticism, particularly Hasidism and Isaac Luria's
Kabbalism. Though much scholarly attention has been paid to the influence of Christian mysticism in
Dillard's work, none has yet explored the role of her lifelong interest in Jewish mystical traditions.
This book seeks to fill that scholarly gap and demonstrate how Dillard's theological vision and voice
both reflect and enact central features of Hasidic and Kabbalistic thought, resulting in what could be
called Dillard's literary shema.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Eudora Welty Suzanne Marrs, 2006 In this definitive account
of the life of one of the finest writers of the 20th century, Marrs restores Eudora Welty's story to
human proportions, tracing Welty's history from her roots in Jackson, Mississippi, to her rise to
international stature.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Book Review Index , 1984 Every 3rd issue is a quarterly
cumulation.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: For Love of Lakes Darby Nelson, 2012-01-01 America has
more than 130,000 lakes of significant size. Ninety percent of all Americans live within fifty miles of
a lake, and our 1.8 billion trips to watery places make them our top vacation choice. Yet despite this
striking popularity, more than 45 percent of surveyed lakes and 80 percent of urban lakes do not
meet water quality standards. For Love of Lakes weaves a delightful tapestry of history, science,
emotion, and poetry for all who love lakes or enjoy nature writing. For Love of Lakes is an
affectionate account documenting our species’ long relationship with lakes—their glacial origins,
Thoreau and his environmental message, and the major perceptual shifts and advances in our
understanding of lake ecology. This is a necessary and thoughtful book that addresses the
stewardship void while providing improved understanding of our most treasured natural feature.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: The Space Between Sandra Humble Johnson, 1992 Annie
Dillard, a practitioner of the literary epiphany, has become a representative of a neoromantic
movement that combines the ecological interest of wilderness literature with the aesthetics of a
highly stylized literature. This study of the Pulitzer prize-winning essayist considers her as
wilderness philosopher, critic, and arch-romantic.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Disappearing Ingenue Melissa Pritchard, 2003-06-10 This
wildly imaginative collection presents the misadventures of unlikely heroine Eleanor Stoddard as she
tries to lead an exemplary life but finds that things just keep going awry. In the summer after sixth
grade, she dreams of being as courageous as Anne Frank. As a teenager, her sudden devotion to
Catholicism coincides with her crush on a nun. As a suburban housewife who suspects her husband
of having an affair, she imitates Nancy Drew to try to solve her own personal mystery. And as a
middle-aged woman, she embarks on a trek through Central America accompanied by a rescued
laboratory gorilla. While Eleanor makes her way through a whirlwind of adventures with life and
love in which she is constantly reinventing her identity and rethinking her priorities, she manages to
become a first-rate student, a published poet, and a loyal mother. Each story offers a glimpse into
her familiar and charmingly odd journey, and she comes hilariously to life in these disarming tales.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Literatures of Memory Peter Middleton, Tim Woods, 2000



Not only do drama and poetry about the past and historical novels reveal a shared understanding of
pivotal moments, historical figures, and every life of earlier times, say Middleton (English, U. of
Southampton) and Woods (English, U. of Wales-Aberystwyth), they also outline more general beliefs
about the past and its relation to the present. It is.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: The Routledge Companion to Literature and Religion Mark
Knight, 2016-04-28 This unique and comprehensive volume looks at the study of literature and
religion from a contemporary critical perspective. Including discussion of global literature and world
religions, this Companion looks at: Key moments in the story of religion and literary studies from
Matthew Arnold through to the impact of 9/11 A variety of theoretical approaches to the study of
religion and literature Different ways that religion and literature are connected from overtly
religious writing, to subtle religious readings Analysis of key sacred texts and the way they have
been studied, re-written, and questioned by literature Political implications of work on religion and
literature Thoroughly introduced and contextualised, this volume is an engaging introduction to this
huge and complex field.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Contemporary American Women Writers Catherine Rainwater,
Willliam J. Scheick, 2021-05-11 Ann Beattie, Annie Dillard, Maxine Hong Kingston, Toni Morrison,
Cynthia Ozick, Grace Paley, Marge Piercy, Anne Redmon, Anne Tyler, and Alice Walker all seem to
be especially concerned with narrative management. The ten essays in this book raise new and
intriguing questions about the ways these leading women writers appropriate and transform generic
norms and ultimately revise literary tradition to make it more inclusive of female experience, vision,
and expression. The contributors to this volume discover diverse narrative strategies. Beattie,
Dillard, Paley, and Redmon in divergent ways rely heavily upon narrative gaps, surfaces, and
silences, often suggesting depths which are lamentably absent from modern experience or which
mysteriously elude language. For Kingston and Walker, verbal assertiveness is the focus of
narratives depicting the gradual empowerment of female protagonists who learn to speak
themselves into existence. Ozick and Tyler disrupt conventional reader expectations of the anti-novel
and the family novel, respectively. Finally, Morrison's and Piercy's works reveal how traditional
narrative forms such as the Bildungsroman and the soap opera are adaptable to feminist purposes.
In examining the writings of these ten important women authors, this book illuminates a significant
moment in literary history when women's voices are profoundly reshaping American literary
tradition.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Jim Crace Katy Shaw, Kate Aughterson, 2018-09-28 This is a
unique essay collection on Jim Crace, locating his writing within contemporary philosophical,
cultural and political debates. This timely first critical collection of essays on Crace’s work provides
a retrospective on his work to date, locating his work within a number of contemporary
interdisciplinary critical and cultural perspectives and concerns, including post-humanism,
post-millennial pastoralism, post-post feminism and gender, intersections between science and
literary theory, environmental politics, the symbiotics of authorial and critical archival work, and the
context of the burgeoning world of literary prizes. It includes additional contextual material in the
form of an interview with Jim Crace and the re-publication of a seminal critical essay on “Craceland”
by Adam Begley. As such this critical essay collection will be essential reading for anyone interested
in contemporary fiction, and Crace’s unique writing.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: The Love Story in Shakespearean Comedy Anthony J.
Lewis, 2014-10-17 In this fascinating study, Anthony J. Lewis argues that it is the hero himself,
rejecting a woman he apprehends as a threat, who is love's own worst enemy. Drawing upon
classical and Renaissance drama, iconography, and a wide range of traditional and feminist
criticism, Lewis demonstrates that in Shakespeare the actions and reactions of hero and heroine are
contingent upon social setting—father-son relations, patriarchal restrictions on women, and cultural
assumptions about gender-appropriate behavior. This compelling analysis shows how Shakespeare
deepened the familiar love stores he inherited from New Comedy and Greek romance. Beginning
with a penetrating analysis of the hero's contradictory response to sexual attraction, Lewis's



discussion traces the heroine's reaction to abandonment and slander, and the lover's subsequent
parallel descents into versions of bastardy and death. In arguing that comedy's happy ending is the
product of the gender role reversals brought on by their evolving relationship itself, Lewis shows in
meticulous detail how sexual stereotypes influence attitudes and restrict behavior. This perceptive
discussion of male response to family and of female response to rejection will appeal to Shakespeare
scholars and students, as well as to the theater community. Lewis's persuasive argument, that
Shakespeare's heroes and heroines are, from the first, three-dimensional figures far removed from
the stock types of Plautus, Terence, and his continental sources, will prove a valuable contribution to
the ongoing feminist reappraisal of Shakespeare.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: A Tyrannous Eye Pearl Amelia McHaney, 2014-07-17 A
Tyrannous Eye: Eudora Welty’s Nonfiction and Photographs is the first book-length study of Eudora
Welty’s full range of achievements in nonfiction and photography. A preeminent Welty scholar, Pearl
Amelia McHaney offers clear-eyed and complex assessments of Welty’s journalism, book reviews,
letters, essays, autobiography, and photographs. Each chapter focuses on one genre, filling in gaps
left by previous books. With keen skills of observation, finely tuned senses, intellect, wit, awareness
of audience, and modesty, Welty applied her genius in all that she did, holding a tough line on truth,
breaking through “the veil of indifference to each other’s presence, each other’s wonder, each
other’s plight.” McHaney’s study brings critical attention to the under-evaluated genres of Welty’s
work and discusses the purposeful use of arguments, examples, and styles, demonstrating that Welty
pursued her craft to a high standard across genres with a greater awareness of context than she
admitted in her numerous interviews. Welty consistently dared new styles, new audiences, and new
publishing venues in order to express her ideas to their fullest. It is “serious daring,” as she wrote in
One Writer’s Beginnings, that makes for great writing. In “Place in Fiction,” Welty asks, “How can
you go out on a limb if you do not know your own tree? No art ever came out of not risking your
neck. And risk—experiment—is a considerable part of the joy of doing.”
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Books and Beyond Kenneth Womack, 2008-10-30 There's a
strong interest in reading for pleasure or self-improvement in America, as shown by the popularity of
Harry Potter, and book clubs, including Oprah Winfrey's. Although recent government reports show
a decline in recreational reading, the same reports show a strong correlation between interest in
reading and academic acheivement. This set provides a snapshot of the current state of popular
American literature, including various types and genres. The volume presents alphabetically
arranged entries on more than 70 diverse literary categories, such as cyberpunk, fantasy literature,
flash fiction, GLBTQ literature, graphic novels, manga and anime, and zines. Each entry is written by
an expert contributor and provides a definition of the genre, an overview of its history, a look at
trends and themes, a discussion of how the literary form engages contemporary issues, a review of
the genre's reception, a discussion of authors and works, and suggestions for further reading.
Sidebars provide fascinating details, and the set closes with a selected, general bibliography.
Reading in America for pleasure and knowledge continues to be popular, even while other media
compete for attention. While students continue to read many of the standard classics, new genres
have emerged. These have captured the attention of general readers and are also playing a critical
role in the language arts classroom. This book maps the state of popular literature and reading in
America today, including the growth of new genres, such as cyberpunk, zines, flash fiction, GLBTQ
literature, and other topics. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and provides a definition
of the genre, an overview of its history, a look at trends and themes, a discussion of how the literary
form engages contemporary issues, a review of the genre's critical reception, a discussion of authors
and works, and suggestions for further reading. Sidebars provide fascinating details, and the set
closes with a selected, general bibliography. Students will find this book a valuable guide to what
they're reading today and will appreciate its illumination of popular culture and contemporary social
issues.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: The Ecocriticism Reader Cheryll Glotfelty, Harold Fromm,
1996 This book is the first collection of its kind, an anthology of classic and cutting-edge writings in



the rapidly emerging field of literary ecology. Exploring the relationship between literature and the
physical environment, literary ecology is the study of the ways that writing - from novels and
folktales to U.S. government reports and corporate advertisements - both reflects and influences our
interactions with the natural world.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Lee Smith, Annie Dillard, and the Hollins Group
Louisiana State University Press, 1999-09 This work examines the history of Hollins College, which
by the 1950s had set itself up as a school with a significant women's writing programme. It examines
the influence of the mentors in the 1960s and the writers themselves, such as Lee Smith and Annie
Dillard.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Earthly Words John R. Cooley, 1994 An essential collection of
criticism on the leading nature writers of today.
  pilgrim at tinker creek review: Science and the Truthfulness of Beauty Robert Gilbert,
2017-08-15 When scientists describe their results or insights as 'beautiful', are they using the term
differently from when they use it of a landscape, music or another person? Science and the
Truthfulness of Beauty re-examines the way in which seeing beauty in the world plays the key role in
scientific advances, and argues that the reliance on such a personal point of view is ultimately
justified by belief that we are made in the 'image of God', as Christian and Jewish believers assert. It
brings a fresh voice to the ongoing debate about faith and science, and suggests that scientists have
as much explaining to do as believers when it comes to the ways they reach their conclusions.
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