
possum come a knockin book
possum come a knockin book is a captivating work that has garnered attention for its unique
storytelling and cultural significance. This book delves into themes of folklore, community, and the
enchanting world of possums, offering readers a blend of entertainment and education. Whether you
are a fan of nature-inspired tales or interested in exploring narratives that highlight regional
wildlife, this book provides a compelling experience. The possum come a knockin book stands out for
its engaging prose and vivid imagery, which bring the characters and settings to life. This article will
explore the origins of the possum come a knockin book, its thematic elements, reception by readers
and critics, and its place within contemporary literature. Through a detailed examination, readers
will gain insight into why this book resonates with a diverse audience and how it contributes to the
broader literary landscape.
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Background and Origin of the Possum Come a Knockin
Book
The possum come a knockin book originated from a tradition of storytelling that emphasizes the
charm and mystery of nocturnal wildlife, particularly the possum. Rooted in folklore and regional
tales, this book brings to the forefront a narrative that combines both myth and reality. The author
drew inspiration from personal experiences and cultural stories passed down through generations,
creating a work that respects tradition while appealing to modern readers. Understanding the
origins of the possum come a knockin book provides context for its narrative style and thematic
focus.

Historical Context and Inspiration
The historical context surrounding the possum come a knockin book is essential to its appeal.
Possums have long been part of rural and suburban life in various parts of the world, often
appearing in stories as curious and mischievous creatures. The book captures this essence by



weaving tales that reflect the interactions between humans and possums, highlighting both conflict
and coexistence. The inspiration for the story is drawn from these interactions, emphasizing respect
for nature and the importance of environmental awareness.

Author’s Background
The author of the possum come a knockin book has a background in environmental studies and
folklore, which informs the depth and authenticity of the narrative. Their expertise allows for a
nuanced portrayal of possums and their habitats, blending scientific knowledge with imaginative
storytelling. This combination enriches the story and provides readers with both entertainment and
education.

Key Themes and Story Elements
The possum come a knockin book explores several key themes that resonate with readers of all ages.
Central to the story are themes of nature, community, and curiosity, all of which are woven
seamlessly into the plot. The narrative structure follows a classic arc with moments of tension,
humor, and resolution, making it engaging and relatable.

Nature and Wildlife
One of the primary themes of the possum come a knockin book is the relationship between humans
and wildlife. The story emphasizes the importance of understanding and respecting natural habitats,
portraying possums not as pests but as integral parts of the ecosystem. This theme encourages
readers to view wildlife with empathy and curiosity.

Community and Interaction
The book also highlights community dynamics, focusing on how people live alongside and interact
with the natural world. It showcases various characters’ reactions to possums, ranging from
fascination to frustration, reflecting the diverse perspectives found in real-life communities. This
theme underscores the importance of coexistence and mutual respect.

Curiosity and Discovery
Curiosity drives much of the story’s action, inviting readers to explore the unknown and question
assumptions. The possum come a knockin book encourages a spirit of discovery, inspiring readers to
learn more about the creatures around them and the environment they inhabit.

Character Analysis and Development
The characters in the possum come a knockin book are crafted with depth and relatability,
contributing significantly to the story’s impact. The author uses both human and animal characters



to convey themes and advance the plot.

Main Characters
The possum itself is a central character, portrayed with personality traits that make it memorable
and endearing. Alongside the possum, the human characters represent various viewpoints, from the
curious child to the wary adult. This diversity allows the narrative to explore different attitudes
toward nature.

Character Growth
Throughout the story, characters undergo development that reflects broader messages about
understanding and acceptance. The possum come a knockin book uses these transformations to
illustrate the benefits of open-mindedness and empathy, reinforcing its thematic goals.

Illustrations and Artistic Style
The possum come a knockin book is distinguished not only by its narrative but also by its visual
presentation. The illustrations complement the text, enhancing the storytelling experience and
engaging readers visually.

Artistic Techniques
The artwork employs a blend of realism and whimsy, capturing the charm of the possum and its
environment. The use of color, texture, and composition creates a vivid atmosphere that draws
readers into the world of the story. These artistic choices support the tone and themes of the book.

Role of Illustrations in Storytelling
Illustrations in the possum come a knockin book serve multiple purposes: they provide visual cues to
the narrative, emphasize emotional moments, and make the story accessible to younger readers. The
synergy between text and images enriches the overall experience.

Reception and Impact on Readers
The possum come a knockin book has received positive feedback from both critics and readers,
noted for its originality and educational value. Its impact extends beyond entertainment, influencing
attitudes toward wildlife and conservation.



Critical Acclaim
Critics have praised the book for its thoughtful approach to storytelling and its ability to engage a
wide audience. Reviews often highlight the harmonious balance between narrative and illustration,
as well as the book’s contribution to nature literature.

Reader Responses
Readers have responded enthusiastically, particularly appreciating the book’s informative content
and charming characters. Many report that the possum come a knockin book inspires greater
interest in local wildlife and environmental stewardship.

Educational Value and Use in Learning
The possum come a knockin book is a valuable resource for educators and parents aiming to teach
children about nature, empathy, and storytelling. Its content aligns well with educational goals
related to science and literature.

Incorporation into Curriculum
Schools and educational programs have incorporated the possum come a knockin book into their
curricula to promote environmental awareness and literacy skills. The book’s accessible language
and engaging story make it suitable for a variety of age groups.

Activities and Discussion Topics
To enhance learning, educators often pair the book with activities such as:

Nature walks to observe wildlife

Creative writing prompts inspired by the story

Art projects based on the book’s illustrations

Classroom discussions about animal behavior and habitat preservation

Where to Find and Purchase the Book
The possum come a knockin book is available through multiple channels, catering to readers who
prefer physical copies or digital formats. Availability may vary depending on location and retailer.



Retail and Online Options
Major bookstores and online retailers stock the possum come a knockin book. Buyers can choose
from hardcover, paperback, and e-book versions, depending on preference.

Libraries and Educational Institutions
Many public and school libraries include the possum come a knockin book in their collections,
making it accessible for borrowing. Educational institutions may also provide copies for classroom
use.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the book 'Possum Come a Knockin' about?
The book 'Possum Come a Knockin' is a children's story that features whimsical rhymes and vibrant
illustrations, centered around a possum that comes knocking and the adventures that follow.

Who is the author of 'Possum Come a Knockin'?
The author of 'Possum Come a Knockin' is Pat Cummings, known for her engaging children's books
and captivating storytelling.

What age group is 'Possum Come a Knockin' suitable for?
'Possum Come a Knockin' is ideal for children aged 3 to 7 years old, making it perfect for early
readers and storytime sessions.

Where can I buy 'Possum Come a Knockin'?
You can purchase 'Possum Come a Knockin' at major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, or
directly from the publisher's website.

Are there any educational themes in 'Possum Come a
Knockin'?
Yes, the book introduces themes such as friendship, curiosity, and problem-solving, helping children
develop social and cognitive skills through an engaging narrative.

Has 'Possum Come a Knockin' received any awards or
recognition?
Yes, 'Possum Come a Knockin' has been praised for its creative storytelling and illustrations,
receiving accolades in children's literature circles and positive reviews from educators and parents.



Additional Resources
1. Possum Come a Knockin' by Patricia McKissack
This charming story introduces readers to a clever possum who visits a family at night. Through
rhythmic language and vibrant illustrations, the book captures the warmth and curiosity of a
nighttime visit. It’s a delightful tale that highlights the bond between nature and family.

2. Opossum’s Midnight Adventure by Jane Yolen
Follow an adventurous opossum as it explores the forest under the moonlight. This book combines
gentle storytelling with beautiful artwork to reveal the nocturnal world from an opossum’s
perspective. It’s perfect for young readers interested in wildlife and nighttime mysteries.

3. Knock Knock, Who’s There? The Nighttime Visitors by Laura Numeroff
A playful tale about various animals that come knocking at a child’s door after dark. Each visitor
brings a unique story or surprise, teaching lessons about friendship and curiosity. The rhythmic text
makes it a fun read-aloud for bedtime.

4. The Possum’s Secret by Cynthia Rylant
This gentle story follows a shy possum who hides a secret talent from the forest creatures. When a
challenge arises, the possum must decide to share its gift or remain in the shadows. A heartwarming
narrative about bravery and self-acceptance.

5. Nocturnal Neighbors: Tales of Nighttime Animals by Melvin and Gilda Berger
An educational yet engaging book that explores various animals active at night, including possums.
The book combines facts with storytelling to give children a better understanding of nocturnal
wildlife. It’s a great companion for those interested in nature and animal behaviors.

6. When the Possum Comes Knocking by Angela Johnson
This poetic book captures the magic and mystery of a possum’s visit to a quiet home. The lyrical
language and soft illustrations create a soothing bedtime atmosphere. It celebrates the wonder
found in simple, everyday moments.

7. Possum’s Moonlight Dance by Ed Young
A visually stunning picture book that tells the story of a possum’s joyful dance under the moon. The
rhythmic prose and vivid illustrations evoke the beauty of the night and the enchantment of wildlife.
It’s a celebration of nature’s nighttime rhythms.

8. Knockin’ on Nature’s Door by Jan Brett
This story follows a young child who discovers the animals that come knocking at their cabin door
after dark. With detailed and colorful illustrations, the book introduces readers to the diversity of
nocturnal creatures. It’s educational and engaging, perfect for curious young minds.

9. The Night Visitor: A Possum’s Tale by Brian Pinkney
A tender story about a possum who visits a lonely child, bringing comfort and friendship. The
narrative explores themes of companionship and understanding through gentle storytelling and
warm illustrations. It’s a perfect bedtime story that soothes and inspires.
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  possum come a knockin book: Possum Come A-Knockin' Nancy Van Laan, 1992-08-25 Illus.
in full color. While Granny is a-rockin' and a-knittin' and Ma's a-cookin' and Pa's a-fixin', that old
possum in his top hat and vest just keeps on knocking. The narrator, a redheaded boy, tries to tell
family members about the possum, and when the family checks, the possum hides. Should be
popular with story-hour groups.--Booklist.
  possum come a knockin book: Possum Come A-Knockin' Nancy Van Laan, 1992-08-25 A
cumulative tale in verse about a mysterious stranger that interrupts a family's daily routine.
  possum come a knockin book: Possum Come A-knockin' Nancy Van Laan, 1990 A
cumulative tale in verse about a mysterious stranger that interrupts a family's daily routine.
  possum come a knockin book: Music through Children's Literature Donna Levene,
1993-05-15 Develop music appreciation among your students with folk songs, rhythmic poems,
stories with musical themes, and picture books with strong musical links. Designed for teaching
flexibility, these lessons can be adapted according to a teacher's level of musical proficiency and
time limitations. Sections cover rhythm, melody, form, instruments, music history, and dance forms,
with lively activities that involve singing, playing instruments, chanting, and movement. These are
perfect for the nonmusician who is teaching music as well as the seasoned music specialist.
  possum come a knockin book: Teaching Phonemic Awareness through Children's Literature
and Experiences Nancy A. Jurenka, 2005-07-30 Teaching phonemic awareness can be boring and
repetitive in the hands of a teacher who wishes to just use a workbook approach. This delightful
book packs loads of fun into 75 lesson plans, providing educators with myriad creative strategies for
integrating word study with children's picture books. Each lesson includes a read-aloud book
description, literacy experience activity, direct instruction, follow-up activities, recommended poem,
and related reading. The lessons build skills in phonemic awareness, morphemic analysis, letter
identification, rhyming, and sight words, through singing, dancing, games, art activities, cooking,
and interesting experiences, as well as a wealth of humorous picture books. The early childhood
teacher who is committed to making literacy development meaningful, and as much fun as possible,
will enjoy the wealth of valuable material here. Grades K-2.
  possum come a knockin book: At-Risk Students Robert Donmoyer, Raylene Kos, 1993-07-01
This book explores the circumstances of at-risk students and argues that well-intentioned
policymakers and educators run the risk of making matters worse rather than better for these
students, even if their actions are based on the best social science evidence available. The book
demonstrates the diverse, idiosyncratic nature of these students, argues that traditional social
science methods cannot capture this idiosyncrasy and diversity, and presents research methods,
policies, and programs that can accommodate student diversity.
  possum come a knockin book: The Big Book of Children's Reading Lists Nancy J. Keane,
2006-04-30 Use these 100 handy reproducible book lists to instantly create hand-outs for teachers
and parents (as well as for older readers), to add to your newsletter, or to post on your Web site or
bulletin board. Based on the most common needs of educators and librarians who work with young
readers, these lists focus on new titles, as well as classics that are still in print and readily available
for purchase. Fiction and nonfiction titles for ages 5-14 are covered. Bibliographic information and a
brief description are given for each title. A dozen bookmarks are also included. This is a great
time-saving tool and a good source for finding extended reading lists and read-alikes! Looking for
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folktales from China for elementary children? An informational children's book for a middle school
science class? A list of books on the topic of compassion? A sampling of ABC books? These lists and
more can be found in Nancy Keane's treasury of great reading lists for children. This versatile guide
provides reproducible book lists based on the most common needs of educators and librarians who
work with young readers. There are lists for standard curriculum areas (e.g., math, social studies,
science), other areas of study such as character education and values, genres (e.g., pop-up, memoirs,
ABC books), themes (e.g., animals, food, sports), and read-alikes (on bookmarks). You'll find 100
reproducible lists of fiction and nonfiction books for ages 5-14 (elementary/middle) that you can use
to create hand-outs for teachers and parents (as well as for older readers), put in your newsletter, or
post on your Web site or bulletin board. Focus is on new titles and classics that are still in print and
readily available for purchase. On each list, titles are grouped according to grade level. Room to
customize with your library logo or clipart is provided on each reproducible sheet. Bibliographic
information and a brief description are given for each title. A dozen bookmarks are also included.
This is a great time-saving tool and a good source for finding extended reading lists and read-alikes!
Grades K-8.
  possum come a knockin book: Appalachian Toys and Games from a to Z Linda Hager
Pack, 2013-02-18 Shares toys and games found in the Southern Appalachian Region, from a to z.
  possum come a knockin book: The New York Times Parent's Guide to the Best Books for
Children Eden Ross Lipson, 2000-11-14 The Classic Guide That Helps You Select the Books the Child
You Know Will Love In this third, fully revised and updated edition of The New York Times Parent's
Guide to the Best Books for Children, the children's book editor of The New York Times Book Review
personally selects and recommends books for children of every age. The most comprehensive and
authoritative book of its kind has been completely updated for the new millennium. It contains
hundreds of new entries, many expanded descriptions, and notations of additional companion and
related titles -- more than l,700 in all. The best-loved classics of the twentieth century are included,
as well as a thoughtful selection of outstanding titles from the last decade. Six sections are
organized according to reading level: Wordless, Picture, Story, Early Reading, Middle Reading, and
Young Adult. In addition to a summary of the book, each entry provides the essential bibliographic
information you need to find a book in your local library or bookstore, including title author and/or
illustrator hardcover and/or paperback publisher and publication year major awards related titles
The unique and most popular feature of the guide is its system of special indexes -- more than sixty
in all. They make it easy for parents and grandparents, teachers and librarians, even children
themselves, to match the right book to the right child. Browse through the indexes and find titles for
every interest and mood: picture books about cats, mice, or dinosaurs for babies; funny books to
read aloud to toddlers; series about family life or school or fantasy adventures for a middle-grade
child; books on divorce or death; and coming-of-age novels just right for someone starting junior
high school. There are also indexes for books about minorities and religion, an age-appropriate
reading-level index, and much more. Lavishly decorated with more than three hundred illustrations
from representative titles, the guide also features extra-wide margins for notes on which of your
children liked which book, at what age, and why. Thus the guide becomes a family reading record as
well as an invaluable resource you'll use again and again.
  possum come a knockin book: Developing Arts Loving Readers Nan McDonald, Douglas
Fisher, 2002-05-21 Developing Arts Loving Readers is based on the premise that children can and do
learn a great deal about the arts and their own abilities innately. Involvement and immersion author
Nan. L. McDonald argues, are the ways in which children may feel welcome to write, move, create,
draw, and otherwise express ideas about art and music directly. Teaching suggestions are offered to
classroom teachers and other non-specialists, so that classroom-reading activities may be extended
into group discussions, co-operative learning-arts projects, and creative performances. Appended
are extensive resource lists for further integrated arts teaching in the classroom.
  possum come a knockin book: Life Sciences Amy Bain, Janet Richer, Janet Weckman,
2001-05-15 Everything you need to create exciting thematic science units can be found in these



handy guides. Developed for educators who want to take an integrated approach, these teaching kits
contain resource lists, reading selections, and activities that can be easily pulled together for units
on virtually any science topic. Arranged by subject, each book lists key scientific concepts for
primary, intermediate, and upper level learners and links them to specific chapters where resources
for teaching those concepts appear. Chapters identify and describe comprehensive teaching
resources (nonfiction) and related fiction reading selections, then detail hands-on science and
extension activities that help students learn the scientific method and build learning across the
curriculum. A final section helps you locate helpful experiment books and appropriate journals, Web
sites, agencies, and related organizations.
  possum come a knockin book: Reading and Responding Denise Ryan, 2014-01-01 Introduce
students to literary texts to help them become active and enthusiastic readers! This practical
resource provides experienced and novice teachers with a variety of literature that can be
implemented into the elementary classroom. Background information and fiction book
recommendations are provided for key topics. From alphabet books to poetry, chapter books to
read-alouds, this teacher-friendly resource is a must-have!
  possum come a knockin book: When Music Goes to School Danette Littleton, 2015-09-04
Experts in child psychology and pedagogy concur that how children are schooled today seriously
conflicts with how they learn and develop. Children are being left behind and the promises and
possibilities of childhood are slipping away. This book aims to disclose a deeper understanding of
music’s importance in children’s lives and their need to know, explore, wonder, and play. Directed
toward music teachers, teacher educators, and scholars, this text invites inquiries and provides
insights into contemporary challenges to learning and teaching in an era of standardization. A
compendium of essays, classroom voices and vignettes is supported by relevant research in music
education and companion disciplines in psychology, philosophy, and sociology. Storytelling with
scholarship contributes authenticity and strengthens the premise of this book.
  possum come a knockin book: I Can Read It All by Myself Paul V. Allen, 2021-05-28 In the
late 1950s, Ted Geisel took on the challenge of creating a book using only 250 unique first-grade
words, something that aspiring readers would have both the ability and the desire to read. The result
was an unlikely children’s classic, The Cat in the Hat. But Geisel didn’t stop there. Using The Cat in
the Hat as a template, he teamed with Helen Geisel and Phyllis Cerf to create Beginner Books, a
whole new category of readers that combined research-based literacy practices with the logical
insanity of Dr. Seuss. The books were an enormous success, giving the world such authors and
illustrators as P. D. Eastman, Roy McKie, and Stan and Jan Berenstain, and beloved bestsellers such
as Are You My Mother?; Go, Dog. Go!; Put Me in the Zoo; and Green Eggs and Ham. The story of
Beginner Books—and Ted Geisel’s role as “president, policymaker, and editor” of the line for thirty
years—has been told briefly in various biographies of Dr. Seuss, but I Can Read It All by Myself: The
Beginner Books Story presents it in full detail for the first time. Drawn from archival research and
dozens of brand-new interviews, I Can Read It All by Myself explores the origins, philosophies, and
operations of Beginner Books from The Cat in the Hat in 1957 to 2019’s A Skunk in My Bunk, and
reveals the often-fascinating lives of the writers and illustrators who created them.
  possum come a knockin book: Books that Invite Talk, Wonder, and Play Amy A. McClure,
Janice V. Kristo, 1996 Examines the historical background and the recent economic and political
changes in the Balkan countries, focusing on ethnic conflicts, developmental trends, and potential
for cooperation among the countries and with the European Union. Other topics include foreign
trade, economic growth, and international relations. For academics and researchers in international
studies, political science, and history of the region. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
  possum come a knockin book: The Writer's Guide to Crafting Stories for Children Nancy
Lamb, 2001-09-20 Create Unforgettable Stories for Kids! You dream of writing stories that children
respond to–the kind they come back to again and again. Nancy Lamb can help you achieve that
dream. She mixes insightful advice for mastering storytelling with dozens of examples that illustrate



a variety of plot-building techniques. Nancy's instruction covers everything from format and content
to setting and characterization. She also draws from a range of children's classics, including Where
the Wild Things Are, Charlotte's Web and Bridge to Tarabithia to explore and illuminate the unique
nature of children's literature. Nancy also shares writing tips and tricks accumulated through years
of successful storytelling–invaluable advice for crafting fiction that resonates with children of all
ages, from 4 to 14 and beyond.
  possum come a knockin book: Children's Book-a-Day Almanac Anita Silvey, 2012-10-30 “An
expert on children’s literature . . . provides a worthwhile resource for teachers, librarians, and
parents.” —Booklist The Children's Book-a-Day Almanac is a new way to discover a great children's
book—every day of the year! This fresh, inventive reference book is a dynamic way to showcase the
gems, both new and old, of children's literature. Each page features an event of the day, a children's
book that relates to that event, and a list of other events that took place on that day. Always
informative and often surprising, celebrate a year of literature for children with The Children's
Book-a-Day Almanac. “This has solid possibilities as a springboard for daily reading and writing
activities in the classroom or as simply a book-focused way to start the day.” ―Bulletin of the Center
for Children’s Books
  possum come a knockin book: Cool Off and Ride! Claudia Friddell, 2023-07-11 This
historical picture book about 1930s Baltimore residents beating the heat the old-fashioned way—by
riding a trolley!— is filled with fascinating information on public transit and staying cool before the
advent of air conditioning. Everyone in Baltimore is hot and sticky, from little Hazel playing on the
slide to the grandma knitting on the porch. So when evening comes, they all jump at the chance for a
little cool off and ride. The whole neighborhood–from the Taylor twins to Grandpa, and even the
dog!—piles onto a breezy homemade roller coaster, a city trolley! In this charming, rhythmic romp,
Claudia Friddell and Jenn Harney take us back to a time before air conditioning when you had to
cool off any way you could. And the Cool Off and Ride Program was certainly a popular way! More
than 8,000 people rode the trolleys every evening in the summer. Taking the streetcar brought the
whole neighborhood together, and everyone’s fares helped keep the Baltimore streetcars running.
This STEAM title is a terrific read-aloud that will also educate kids about weather and the history of
transit in the United States.
  possum come a knockin book: Children's Language Judith Wells Lindfors, 2019-09-06 The
more teachers understand about how children learn to talk, the more they can help children become
avid, joyful readers and writers. Drawing on a large body of research and her own volunteer work at
a family shelter, Lindfors concisely identifies several important commonalities across oral and
written language. Taking the compelling perspective that it’s all language, she traces children’s
emergent literacy from infancy through the early school years. The book incorporates abundant
examples from a diverse range of children engaged in authentic literacy experiences. Lindfors
describes a set of principles that teachers can build on as they help young students learn to read and
write using the oral language processes they already know. “A valuable resource for teacher
educators.” —Gail Perry, New Books Editor, Young Children “Children’s Language offers a return to
sanity in children’s early literacy development—an appeal for ‘joy in a literate community’ with logic
and evidence to support it.” —Peter Johnston, the University at Albany–SUNY “Once again, with her
unique insights, Judith Lindfors describes and updates children’s oral and written language
development to inform those of us who work with young children.” —Yetta M. Goodman, Regents
Professor Emerita, University of Arizona, College of Education “Children’s Language gives us a front
row seat at a spectacular show. This book should appeal to anyone who has ever been intrigued by
young children’s language learning.” —Carole Edelsky, Arizona State University
  possum come a knockin book: Creating Parallel Practices Betty Shockley, 1995
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