
plant respiration

plant respiration is a fundamental biological process essential for the survival and growth
of plants. It involves the conversion of glucose and oxygen into energy, carbon dioxide, and
water, enabling plants to carry out vital metabolic activities. Understanding plant
respiration is crucial for comprehending how plants generate energy and sustain
themselves, especially under varying environmental conditions. This article explores the
mechanisms of plant respiration, its types, the role it plays in plant physiology, and factors
affecting the process. Additionally, the relationship between respiration and photosynthesis
is examined to provide a comprehensive understanding of plant energy cycles. The
following sections will delve into these topics in detail to offer a complete insight into plant
respiration.
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Overview of Plant Respiration
Plant respiration is the metabolic process through which plants convert biochemical energy
from nutrients into adenosine triphosphate (ATP), the energy currency of the cell. This
process occurs in all living plant cells, enabling them to perform essential functions such as
growth, repair, and maintenance. Unlike photosynthesis, which stores energy by
synthesizing glucose, respiration releases energy by breaking down glucose molecules. The
general chemical equation for plant respiration is:

C6H12O6 + 6O2 → 6CO2 + 6H2O + energy (ATP)

This process primarily takes place in the mitochondria of plant cells and is continuous,
occurring both day and night. It is critical for maintaining cellular functions and contributes
to the overall energy balance within the plant.

Importance of Plant Respiration
Respiration is vital for providing the energy required for various physiological activities,
including nutrient uptake, cell division, and synthesis of essential compounds. It also plays
a role in the plant’s response to environmental stress and developmental processes such as



seed germination and flowering.

Sites of Respiration in Plants
Respiration occurs in all parts of the plant, including roots, stems, leaves, flowers, and
fruits. Each of these tissues requires energy to support specific functions, making
respiration a universal process throughout the plant body.

Types of Plant Respiration
Plant respiration can be classified into several types based on the nature of the process and
the environmental conditions under which it occurs. Understanding these types helps clarify
how plants adapt to different situations.

Aerobic Respiration
Aerobic respiration is the most common form of respiration in plants, requiring oxygen to
break down glucose into carbon dioxide and water, releasing energy in the form of ATP. It is
highly efficient, producing up to 36 molecules of ATP per glucose molecule.

Anaerobic Respiration
When oxygen is limited or absent, plants may undergo anaerobic respiration, also known as
fermentation. This process produces less energy (only 2 ATP molecules per glucose) and
results in byproducts such as ethanol or lactic acid, which can be harmful if accumulated.

Photorespiration
Photorespiration occurs when the enzyme RuBisCO oxygenates RuBP, leading to a
consumption of oxygen and release of carbon dioxide. This process is considered wasteful
as it decreases the efficiency of photosynthesis but is significant under high oxygen and
light conditions.

Biochemical Pathways in Plant Respiration
Plant respiration involves several interconnected biochemical pathways that collectively
enable energy production. These pathways include glycolysis, the Krebs cycle, and the
electron transport chain.



Glycolysis
Glycolysis is the initial step in respiration and takes place in the cytoplasm. It breaks down
one molecule of glucose into two molecules of pyruvate, producing a small amount of ATP
and NADH in the process. This step does not require oxygen and is common to both aerobic
and anaerobic respiration.

Krebs Cycle (Citric Acid Cycle)
The Krebs cycle occurs in the mitochondria and processes pyruvate into carbon dioxide
while generating high-energy electron carriers such as NADH and FADH2. It is a critical part
of aerobic respiration, contributing to the majority of energy extraction from glucose.

Electron Transport Chain
The electron transport chain (ETC) is located in the inner mitochondrial membrane and uses
electrons from NADH and FADH2 to create a proton gradient that drives the synthesis of
ATP. Oxygen acts as the final electron acceptor, forming water as a byproduct.

Factors Influencing Plant Respiration
Several environmental and physiological factors affect the rate and efficiency of plant
respiration. These factors can influence overall plant health and productivity.

Temperature
Temperature has a significant impact on plant respiration rates. Generally, respiration
increases with temperature up to an optimum point, beyond which enzymes may denature,
reducing efficiency.

Oxygen Availability
Oxygen concentration directly affects the type of respiration. Adequate oxygen promotes
aerobic respiration, while low oxygen levels force plants to rely on less efficient anaerobic
pathways.

Carbon Dioxide Concentration
Elevated carbon dioxide levels can influence photorespiration and overall respiration rates,
affecting the plant’s metabolic balance.



Water Availability
Water stress can limit respiration by affecting cellular hydration and enzyme function,
leading to altered metabolic activity.

Developmental Stage and Tissue Type
Different plant tissues and developmental stages exhibit varying respiration rates due to
differing energy demands.

Relationship Between Respiration and
Photosynthesis
Respiration and photosynthesis are closely linked processes that together regulate the
energy and carbon balance within plants. While photosynthesis synthesizes glucose and
oxygen, respiration consumes these products to release energy.

Complementary Processes
Photosynthesis occurs in chloroplasts during daylight, producing glucose and oxygen, which
are then utilized by mitochondria during respiration to generate ATP. The carbon dioxide
and water produced by respiration serve as substrates for photosynthesis, creating a
cyclical relationship.

Energy Flow and Carbon Cycling
Through the interplay of photosynthesis and respiration, plants manage their internal
energy flow and contribute to the global carbon cycle, impacting both plant growth and
atmospheric composition.

Significance of Plant Respiration in Agriculture
and Ecology
Plant respiration holds considerable importance in agricultural productivity and ecological
balance. Efficient respiration supports crop growth, yield, and stress tolerance.

Impact on Crop Yield
Respiration influences the allocation of energy towards growth and storage. High
respiration rates may reduce the net energy available for biomass accumulation, affecting
crop yields.



Role in Stress Response
During environmental stresses such as drought or flooding, alterations in respiration help
plants adapt by modifying energy consumption and metabolic pathways.

Contribution to Soil and Ecosystem Health
Respiration also impacts soil respiration rates and carbon cycling within ecosystems,
influencing nutrient availability and ecological dynamics.

Key Factors for Managing Plant Respiration in
Agriculture

Optimizing temperature and moisture conditions

Ensuring adequate oxygen supply in root zones

Selecting crop varieties with efficient respiratory metabolism

Managing soil health to support root respiration

Frequently Asked Questions

What is plant respiration?
Plant respiration is the process by which plants convert glucose and oxygen into energy,
releasing carbon dioxide and water as byproducts.

How does plant respiration differ from photosynthesis?
Photosynthesis converts carbon dioxide and water into glucose and oxygen using sunlight,
while respiration breaks down glucose with oxygen to release energy, carbon dioxide, and
water.

Why is plant respiration important?
Plant respiration provides the energy needed for growth, repair, and maintenance of
cellular functions in plants.

When does plant respiration occur?
Plant respiration occurs continuously, both day and night, as plants constantly require
energy for cellular activities.



Which organelles are involved in plant respiration?
Mitochondria are the primary organelles where plant respiration takes place.

What are the main stages of plant respiration?
The main stages are glycolysis, the Krebs cycle (citric acid cycle), and the electron
transport chain.

How does temperature affect plant respiration?
Higher temperatures generally increase the rate of respiration up to an optimal point,
beyond which enzyme activity can decline.

Can plants respire without oxygen?
Plants primarily perform aerobic respiration, but under low oxygen conditions, they can
undergo anaerobic respiration, producing less energy and byproducts like ethanol or lactic
acid.

How is plant respiration measured?
Plant respiration can be measured by assessing the rate of oxygen consumption or carbon
dioxide production using gas exchange techniques.

Does plant respiration contribute to global carbon
cycling?
Yes, plant respiration releases carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, playing a key role in the
global carbon cycle alongside photosynthesis.

Additional Resources
1. Plant Respiration: Metabolic, Environmental and Molecular Aspects
This comprehensive book delves into the biochemical and physiological processes of plant
respiration. It highlights how environmental factors like temperature, oxygen levels, and
water availability influence respiratory metabolism. The text also explores molecular
mechanisms and genetic regulation, making it a valuable resource for researchers and
students in plant sciences.

2. Respiration in Plants: Physiology and Biochemistry
Focused on the fundamental aspects of plant respiration, this book covers the pathways of
cellular respiration, including glycolysis, the citric acid cycle, and the electron transport
chain. It explains how plants convert sugars into energy and how respiration interacts with
photosynthesis. The book is ideal for those seeking a detailed understanding of plant
metabolic processes.

3. Plant Mitochondria and Respiration



This title explores the central role of mitochondria in plant respiration, discussing their
structure, function, and dynamics. It emphasizes the importance of mitochondrial
respiration in energy production and stress responses. The book also examines recent
advances in mitochondrial research, providing insights into plant bioenergetics.

4. Environmental Regulation of Plant Respiration
Focusing on how external environmental factors affect plant respiration, this book presents
studies on temperature, light, drought, and soil conditions. It discusses adaptive
mechanisms plants use to modulate respiration under stress. This resource is useful for
ecologists and agronomists interested in plant responses to climate change.

5. Plant Respiration and Metabolism in the Post-Genomic Era
This text integrates traditional knowledge of plant respiration with modern genomic and
proteomic approaches. It covers gene expression, regulation, and metabolic pathways
involved in respiration. The book provides a forward-looking perspective on how omics
technologies are revolutionizing our understanding of plant metabolism.

6. Respiration and Energy Balance in Plants
Examining the balance between energy production and consumption, this book discusses
how respiration supports growth, development, and maintenance in plants. It covers
respiratory efficiency and energy dissipation. The work is particularly relevant for studies on
crop productivity and bioenergy.

7. Plant Cellular Respiration: Principles and Applications
This book presents the principles of cellular respiration in plants with an applied focus,
including implications for agriculture and biotechnology. It explains how manipulating
respiratory pathways can improve plant performance and stress tolerance. Case studies
demonstrate practical applications in crop improvement.

8. Stress-Induced Modulation of Plant Respiration
Addressing the impact of biotic and abiotic stresses on plant respiratory processes, this
book explores how plants adjust their metabolism in response to pathogens, drought,
salinity, and temperature extremes. It highlights signaling pathways and metabolic shifts
that enhance stress resilience. The book is a valuable guide for plant physiologists and
breeders.

9. Advances in Plant Respiratory Research
This collection of recent research articles showcases cutting-edge developments in the
study of plant respiration. Topics include novel respiratory enzymes, regulatory networks,
and interactions with other metabolic processes. It serves as an essential reference for
scientists seeking the latest insights in plant respiratory biology.
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  plant respiration: Plant Respiration Hans Lambers, Univ. de les Illes Balears, 2006-03-30
Respiration in plants, as in all living organisms, is essential to provide metabolic energy and carbon
skeletons for growth and maintenance. As such, respiration is an essential component of a plant’s
carbon budget. Depending on species and environmental conditions, it consumes 25-75% of all the
carbohydrates produced in photosynthesis – even more at extremely slow growth rates. Respiration
in plants can also proceed in a manner that produces neither metabolic energy nor carbon skeletons,
but heat. This type of respiration involves the cyanide-resistant, alternative oxidase; it is unique to
plants, and resides in the mitochondria. The activity of this alternative pathway can be measured
based on a difference in fractionation of oxygen isotopes between the cytochrome and the
alternative oxidase. Heat production is important in some flowers to attract pollinators; however, the
alternative oxidase also plays a major role in leaves and roots of most plants. A common thread
throughout this volume is to link respiration, including alternative oxidase activity, to plant
functioning in different environments.
  plant respiration: Kostychev's Plant Respiration S. P. Kostychev (Sergei Pavlovich), 1927
  plant respiration: Plant Respiration: Metabolic Fluxes and Carbon Balance Guillaume
Tcherkez, Jaleh Ghashghaie, 2018-02-20 There are currently intense efforts devoted to understand
plant respiration (from genes toecosystems) and its regulatory mechanisms; this is because
respiratory CO2 productionrepresents a substantial carbon loss in crops and in natural ecosystems.
Thus, in addition tomanipulating photosynthesis to increase plant biomass production, minimization
ofrespiratory loss should be considered in plant science and engineering. However,
respiratorymetabolic pathways are at the heart of energy and carbon skeleton production and
therefore, itis an essential component of carbon metabolism sustaining key processes such
asphotosynthesis. The overall goal of this book is to provide an insight in such interactions aswell as
an up-to-date view on respiratory metabolism, taking advantage of recent advancesand concepts,
from fluxomics to natural isotopic signal of plant CO2 efflux. It is thus a nonoverlapping,complement
to Volume 18 in this series (Plant Respiration From Cell toEcosystem) which mostly deals with
mitochondrial electron fluxes and plant-scale respiratorylosses.
  plant respiration: Plant Physiological Ecology Hans Lambers, F Stuart Chapin III, Thijs L.
Pons, 2008-10-08 Box 9E. 1 Continued FIGURE 2. The C–S–R triangle model (Grime 1979). The
strategies at the three corners are C, competiti- winning species; S, stress-tolerating s- cies;
R,ruderalspecies. Particular species can engage in any mixture of these three primary strategies,
and the m- ture is described by their position within the triangle. comment briefly on some other
dimensions that Grime’s (1977) triangle (Fig. 2) (see also Sects. 6. 1 are not yet so well understood.
and 6. 3 of Chapter 7 on growth and allocation) is a two-dimensional scheme. A C—S axis (Com-
tition-winning species to Stress-tolerating spe- Leaf Economics Spectrum cies) reflects adaptation to
favorable vs. unfavorable sites for plant growth, and an R- Five traits that are coordinated across
species are axis (Ruderal species) reflects adaptation to leaf mass per area (LMA), leaf life-span, leaf
N disturbance. concentration, and potential photosynthesis and dark respiration on a mass basis. In
the five-trait Trait-Dimensions space,79%ofallvariation worldwideliesalonga single main axis (Fig. 33
of Chapter 2A on photo- A recent trend in plant strategy thinking has synthesis; Wright et al. 2004).
Species with low been trait-dimensions, that is, spectra of varia- LMA tend to have short leaf
life-spans, high leaf tion with respect to measurable traits. Compared nutrient concentrations, and
high potential rates of mass-based photosynthesis. These species with category schemes, such as
Raunkiaer’s, trait occur at the ‘‘quick-return’’ end of the leaf e- dimensions have the merit of
capturing cont- nomics spectrum.
  plant respiration: Plant Mitochondria: From Genome to Function David Day, A. Harvey
Millar, James Whelan, 2004-08-27 Mitochondria in plants, as in other eukaryotes, play an essential
role in the cell as the major producers of ATP via oxidative phosphorylation. However, mitochondria
also play crucial roles in many other aspects of plant development and performance, and possess an
array of unique properties which allow them to interact with the specialized features of plant cell



metabolism. The two main themes running through the book are the interconnection between gene
regulation and protein function, and the integration of mitochondria with other components of plant
cells. The book begins with an overview of the dynamics of mitochondrial structure, morphology and
inheritance. It then discusses the biogenesis of mitochondria, the regulation of gene expression, the
mitochondrial genome and its interaction with the nucleus, and the targeting of proteins to the
organelle. This is followed by a discussion of the contributions that mutations, involving
mitochondrial proteins, have made to our understanding of the way the organelle interacts with the
rest of the plant cell, and the new field of proteomics and the discovery of new functions. Also
covered are the pathways of electron transport, with special attention to the non-phosphorylating
bypasses, metabolite transport, and specialized mitochondrial metabolism. In the end, the impact of
oxidative stress on mitochondria and the defense mechanisms, that are employed to allow survival,
are discussed. This book is for the use of advanced undergraduates, graduates, postgraduates, and
beginning researchers in the areas of molecular and cellular biology, integrative biology,
biochemistry, bioenergetics, proteomics and plant and agricultural sciences.
  plant respiration: Green Plants Denise Walker, 2006 'Green Plants' introduces the reader to
the plants that inhabit almost every corner of the globe. Find out what plants need to stay healthy,
learn about how we use them, and discover how plants reproduce.
  plant respiration: Plant Physiology Vladimir Ivanovich Palladin, 1918
  plant respiration: Principles of Terrestrial Ecosystem Ecology Francis Stuart Chapin (III),
Pamela A. Matson, Harold A. Mooney, 2002-08-12 Features review questions at the end of each
chapter; Includes suggestions for recommended reading; Provides a glossary of ecological terms;
Has a wide audience as a textbook for advanced undergraduate students, graduate students and as a
reference for practicing scientists from a wide array of disciplines
  plant respiration: Plant Physiology EduGorilla Prep Experts, 2024-09-06 EduGorilla
Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to empowering learners with
high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive exams and academic support,
EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content tailored to meet the needs of
students across various streams and levels.
  plant respiration: CSIR NET Life Science - Unit 6 - Plant Physiology Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2024-07-07 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  plant respiration: Alternative Respiratory Pathways in Higher Plants Kapuganti Jagadis Gupta,
Luis A. J. Mur, Bhagyalakshmi Neelwarne, 2015-05-07 Rapid developments in molecular and systems
biology techniques have allowed researchers to unravel many new mechanisms through which plant
cells switch over to alternative respiratory pathways. This book is a unique compendium of how and
why higher plants evolved alternative respiratory metabolism. It offers a comprehensive review of
current research in the biochemistry, physiology, classification and regulation of plant alternative
respiratory pathways, from alternative oxidase diversity to functional marker development. The
resource provides a broad range of perspectives on the applications of plant respiratory physiology,
and suggests brand new areas of research. Other key features: written by an international team of
reputed plant physiologists, known for their pioneering contributions to the knowledge of regular
and alternative respiratory metabolism in higher plants includes step-by-step protocols for key
molecular and imaging techniques advises on regulatory options for managing crop yields, food
quality and environment for crop improvement and enhanced food security covers special pathways
which are of key relevance in agriculture, particularly in plant post-harvest commodities Primarily
for plant physiologists and plant biologists, this authoritative compendium will also be of great value
to postdoctoral researchers working on plant respiration, as well as to graduate and postgraduate
students and university staff in Plant Science. It is a useful resource for corporate and private firms
involved in developing functional markers for breeding programs and controlling respiration for the



prevention of post-harvest losses in fruit, vegetables, cut flowers and tubers.
  plant respiration: Plant Growth and Regulation Diah Ratnadewi, Dr. Hamim, 2018-12-05
Plant Growth and Regulation - Alterations to Sustain Unfavorable Conditions consists of five
chapters written by scientists from different parts of the world, who are experts in their respective
focuses of research. The topics cover the physical growth and physiological and genetic alterations
in plants, particularly under environmental stress conditions. The storyline of this book starts from
the plant community, followed by cellular and ultrastructural phenomenes occurring within the plant
in its interaction with the environment, and ends with elucidation of chloroplast's DNAs, their
transfer to the nucleus, and the genetic engineering technology applicable for plant adaptation to
changing environmental conditions. This book is aimed at attracting the attention of students,
teachers, as well as scientists who have a similar focus of study or interest. It contains advanced
studies in the respective chapters.
  plant respiration: Plant Physiological Ecology H. Lambers, Francis Stuart Chapin (III), Thijs
Leendert Pons, 1998 The growth, reproduction and geographical distribution of plants are
profoundly influenced by their physiological ecology: the interaction with the surrounding physical,
chemical and biological environments. This textbook is notable in emphasizing that the mechanisms
underlying plant physiological ecology can be found at the levels of biochemistry, biophysics,
molecular biology and whole-plant physiology. At the same time, the integrative power of
physiological ecology is well-suited to assess the costs, benefits and consequences of modifying
plants for human needs, and to evaluate the role of plants in ecosystems.Plant Physiological Ecology
begins with the primary processes of carbon metabolism and transport, plant-water relations, and
energy balance. After considering individual leaves and whole plants, these physiological processes
are then scaled up to the level of the canopy. Subsequent chapters discuss mineral nutrition and the
ways in which plants cope with nutrient-deficient or toxic soils. The book then looks at patterns of
growth and allocation, life-history traits, and interactions between plants and other organisms. Later
chapters deal with traits that affect decomposition of plant material and with plant physiological
ecology at the level of ecosystems and global environmental processes.Plant Physiological Ecology
features numerous boxed entries that provide extended discussions of selected issues, a glossary,
and numerous references to the primary and review literature. The significant new text is suitable
for use in plant ecology courses, as well as classes ranging from plant physiology to plant molecular
biology.
  plant respiration: Physiology of Woody Plants Stephen G. Pallardy, 2010-07-20 Woody
plants such as trees have a significant economic and climatic influence on global economies and
ecologies. This completely revised classic book is an up-to-date synthesis of the intensive research
devoted to woody plants published in the second edition, with additional important aspects from the
authors' previous book, Growth Control in Woody Plants. Intended primarily as a reference for
researchers, the interdisciplinary nature of the book makes it useful to a broad range of scientists
and researchers from agroforesters, agronomists, and arborists to plant pathologists and soil
scientists. This third edition provides crutial updates to many chapters, including: responses of
plants to elevated CO2; the process and regulation of cambial growth; photoinhibition and
photoprotection of photosynthesis; nitrogen metabolism and internal recycling, and more. Revised
chapters focus on emerging discoveries of the patterns and processes of woody plant physiology.*
The only book to provide recommendations for the use of specific management practices and
experimental procedures and equipment*Updated coverage of nearly all topics of interest to woody
plant physiologists* Extensive revisions of chapters relating to key processes in growth,
photosynthesis, and water relations* More than 500 new references * Examples of molecular-level
evidence incorporated in discussion of the role of expansion proteins in plant growth; mechanism of
ATP production by coupling factor in photosynthesis; the role of cellulose synthase in cell wall
construction; structure-function relationships for aquaporin proteins
  plant respiration: Plant Pathology George N. Agrios, 2005-01-25 This fifth edition of the
classic textbook in plant pathology outlines how to recognize, treat, and prevent plant diseases. It



provides extensive coverage of abiotic, fungal, viral, bacterial, nematode and other plant diseases
and their associated epidemiology. It also covers the genetics of resistance and modern management
on plant disease. Plant Pathology, Fifth Edition, is the most comprehensive resource and textbook
that professionals, faculty and students can consult for well-organized, essential information. This
thoroughly revised edition is 45% larger, covering new discoveries and developments in plant
pathology and enhanced by hundreds of new color photographs and illustrations. - The latest
information on molecular techniques and biological control in plant diseases - Comprehensive in
coverage - Numerous excellent diagrams and photographs - A large variety of disease examples for
instructors to choose for their course
  plant respiration: Physiology of Soybean Plant P Basuchaudhuri, 2020-11-01 The book provides
in-depth knowledge on the physiology of soybean. It is written lucidly, systematically, and in depth.
The book provides recent information and findings, explained with illustrations to express the ideas
and concepts vividly to university students and researchers, and provides a better understanding of
the improvement of the productivity of soybean to cope with the future demand. It describes the
physiology of growth, development, flowering, pod development and seed yield as well as C, O, N
and Oil metabolisms – their hormonal regulations under normal and stress environmental conditions.
Molecular approaches are also described.
  plant respiration: Terrestrial Global Productivity Jacques Roy, Bernard Saugier, Harold A.
Mooney, 2001 Trophic levels.
  plant respiration: Handbook of Plant and Crop Physiology Mohammad Pessarakli,
2014-03-21 Continuous discoveries in plant and crop physiology have resulted in an abundance of
new information since the publication of the second edition of the Handbook of Plant and Crop
Physiology, necessitating a new edition to cover the latest advances in the field. Like its
predecessors, the Third Edition offers a unique, complete collection of topics
  plant respiration: Plants in Action Brian James Atwell, 1999 Accompanying CD-ROM includes
600 figures, tables and color plates from the book Plants in action which can be used for the
production of color transparencies or for projections in lectures.
  plant respiration: Stress Physiology of Woody Plants Wenhao Dai, 2019-04-17 This book
addresses the importance woody plants have in agriculture, forestry, and the environment and how
various stresses affect their performance. It reviews physiological and molecular responses of woody
plants to major environmental stresses and focuses on the mechanisms involved in imparting
resistance to stress. Chapters cover basics of plant physiology including plant structure and plant
growth, photosynthesis, respiration, plant growth regulation, abiotic and biotic plant stresses
including drought, water logging, nutrient deficiency, salinity, chilling, freezing, heat, oxidative
stress, and heavy metal toxicity.
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