oryx and crake characters

oryx and crake characters are central to understanding Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novel "Oryx and
Crake." The novel explores a post-apocalyptic world shaped by genetic engineering, environmental
collapse, and complex human relationships. The main characters embody themes of scientific ethics,
survival, and identity, making their development crucial to the narrative. This article will provide an in-
depth examination of the key oryx and crake characters, analyzing their roles, motivations, and
symbolic significance. From Snowman, the story’s narrator, to the enigmatic Crake and the mysterious
Oryx, each character offers unique insights into the novel’s themes. Additionally, supporting characters
and their impact on the storyline will be explored. The following sections will guide readers through a

comprehensive understanding of the novel’s characters and their interconnected stories.
e Overview of Main Characters
e Snowman: The Survivor and Narrator
e Crake: The Scientist and Visionary
» Oryx: The Enigmatic Figure

e Supporting Characters and Their Roles

e Thematic Significance of the Characters

Overview of Main Characters

The oryx and crake characters form the backbone of Margaret Atwood’s novel and are intricately



crafted to reflect the complex themes of genetic manipulation, morality, and survival. The narrative
mainly revolves around three pivotal characters: Snowman, Crake, and Oryx. Each character
represents different aspects of human nature and societal issues. Snowman, the last known survivor,
provides a lens through which the reader experiences the devastated world. Crake, a brilliant but
morally ambiguous geneticist, embodies scientific ambition and ethical dilemmas. Oryx, whose past is
shrouded in mystery, symbolizes innocence and exploitation. Together, these characters create a

dynamic interplay that drives the novel’s plot and philosophical inquiries.

Snowman: The Survivor and Narrator

Character Background and Role

Snowman, originally named Jimmy, is the protagonist and narrator of the novel. He is portrayed as the
last human survivor after a catastrophic event engineered by Crake. Snowman’s role is crucial as he
bridges the past and present, recounting his memories and experiences that led to the apocalypse. His
survival is marked by isolation and reflection, providing a somber perspective on human folly and

resilience.

Personality and Traits

Snowman is characterized by his introspective nature, vulnerability, and moral complexity. Throughout
the novel, he grapples with guilt, loss, and the burden of memory. His relationship with Crake and Oryx
reveals layers of emotional conflict and loyalty. Snowman’s survival instincts and adaptability are also
highlighted as he navigates the post-apocalyptic landscape with limited resources and constant

danger.

Snowman’s Significance in the Narrative

As the narrator, Snowman serves as the reader’s guide through the dystopian world. His memories



and reflections provide critical context for understanding the motivations and actions of other
characters. Snowman’s perspective emphasizes the human cost of scientific hubris and environmental

neglect, making him a vital conduit for the novel’s thematic messages.

Crake: The Scientist and Visionary

Crake’s Background and Ambitions

Crake, born Glenn, is a gifted geneticist whose vision shapes the novel’s catastrophic events. His
scientific prowess enables him to engineer new forms of life and manipulate genetics on an
unprecedented scale. Crake’s ambition is driven by a desire to eliminate human flaws and create a

perfect species, reflecting themes of transhumanism and ethical boundaries in science.

Personality and Ethical Stance

Crake is depicted as cold, calculating, and highly intelligent. His detachment from emotional
connections contrasts sharply with Snowman’s vulnerability. Crake’s ethical stance is controversial; he
justifies his radical actions as necessary for the greater good, showcasing the moral ambiguity
surrounding scientific progress. His complex character raises questions about the limits of human

intervention in nature.

Crake’s Role in the Plot

Crake is the architect of the apocalypse, having created the genetically engineered plague that wipes
out humanity. His creation of the Crakers, a new species designed to replace humans, is central to the
novel’s exploration of creation and destruction. Crake’s influence permeates the narrative, as his vision

and actions drive the story’s tension and philosophical debates.



Oryx: The Enigmatic Figure

Oryx’s Mysterious Past

Oryx is a pivotal yet enigmatic character whose origins and history are shrouded in ambiguity. She is
introduced through Snowman’s memories, revealing a life marked by exploitation and survival. Oryx’s
background in Southeast Asia and her experiences reflect themes of globalization, human trafficking,

and power dynamics.

Character Traits and Symbolism

Oryx is portrayed as graceful, resilient, and enigmatic. Her presence brings a humanizing element to
the narrative, contrasting with Crake’s cold rationality and Snowman’s despair. Symbolically, Oryx
represents innocence corrupted by societal and scientific abuses. Her ambiguous nature allows for

multiple interpretations, enriching the novel’s thematic complexity.

Oryx’s Relationship with Other Characters

Oryx’s interactions with Snowman and Crake are central to the novel’s emotional core. Her
relationships highlight themes of love, exploitation, and survival. She serves as a catalyst for
Snowman’s memories and Crake’s motivations, intertwining the characters’ fates and deepening the

narrative’s emotional resonance.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

In addition to the main oryx and crake characters, several supporting figures contribute to the novel’s
depth and development. These characters help to illuminate the social and ethical context of the story,

as well as the personal histories of the protagonists.



Key Supporting Characters

e Crake’s Parents: Their dysfunctional relationship and contrasting worldviews provide insight into

Crake’s upbringing and motivations.

* Jimmy’s Parents: Their neglect and flawed parenting influence Snowman'’s early life and

worldview.
e Sharon: A childhood friend of Jimmy, representing innocence and normalcy amidst the chaos.

» The Crakers: Genetically engineered humanoids created by Crake, embodying his vision of a

new species.

Impact on the Narrative

These supporting characters enrich the novel by providing background, conflict, and additional
perspectives. Their interactions with the main characters reveal societal critiques and deepen the

exploration of themes such as family dynamics, genetic engineering, and ethical responsibility.

Thematic Significance of the Characters

Exploration of Human Nature and Ethics

The oryx and crake characters collectively explore fundamental questions about human nature,
morality, and the consequences of unchecked scientific advancement. Through their experiences and
interactions, the novel critiques humanity’s tendencies toward destruction and manipulation of the

natural world.



Symbolism and Representation

Each character symbolizes different facets of the novel’s thematic concerns. Snowman represents
survival and memory, Crake embodies scientific hubris and ethical ambiguity, and Oryx stands for
innocence and exploitation. Together, they create a multifaceted narrative that challenges readers to

consider the implications of technology and humanity’s future.

Character Dynamics and Plot Development

The relationships among the oryx and crake characters drive the plot and highlight the novel’s central
conflicts. Their contrasting personalities and motivations create tension and philosophical inquiry,

making the characters indispensable to understanding the story’s depth and messages.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the protagonist in 'Oryx and Crake' by Margaret Atwood?

The protagonist of 'Oryx and Crake' is Snowman, formerly known as Jimmy, who narrates the story

and provides insights into the post-apocalyptic world.

What role does Crake play in the novel 'Oryx and Crake'?

Crake, whose real name is Glenn, is a brilliant but morally ambiguous geneticist whose experiments
and actions lead to the catastrophic events that shape the novel's dystopian setting.

How is Oryx characterized in 'Oryx and Crake'?

Oryx is a mysterious and enigmatic figure whose past is shrouded in ambiguity; she is portrayed as
compassionate and resilient, and she plays a significant emotional role in both Jimmy's and Crake's

lives.



What is the relationship between Snowman and Crake?

Snowman and Crake were childhood friends who shared a complex relationship marked by admiration,

rivalry, and differing worldviews, ultimately leading to profound consequences in the story.

Who are the Crakers in 'Oryx and Crake'?

The Crakers are genetically engineered humanoid creatures created by Crake to be a new,

supposedly perfect species designed to replace humanity after its downfall.

How does Jimmy's family influence his character in 'Oryx and Crake'?

Jimmy's family, particularly his strained relationship with his mother and absent father, shapes his

sense of isolation and vulnerability, influencing his actions and perspectives throughout the novel.

What is the significance of the minor characters in 'Oryx and Crake'?

Minor characters in 'Oryx and Crake' often represent different aspects of society and human nature,

providing depth to the novel's themes of biotechnology, ethics, and environmental decay.

Additional Resources

1. Oryx and Crake: A Post-Apocalyptic Tale

This novel explores the dystopian world created by Margaret Atwood, focusing on the complex
relationships between the characters Oryx, Crake, and Snowman. It delves into themes of genetic
engineering, corporate control, and environmental collapse. The story is told through Snowman's

memories as he navigates a world devastated by Crake's experiments.

2. The Oirigins of Crake: Genetic Dreams and Nightmares
This book provides an in-depth analysis of Crake’s character, exploring his scientific ambitions and
moral dilemmas. It examines the ethical boundaries of genetic engineering and how Crake's vision for

humanity leads to both innovation and destruction. Readers gain insight into his motivations and the



consequences of playing god.

3. Oryx: The Enigmatic Muse

Focusing on Oryx’s mysterious past and her influence on both Crake and Snowman, this narrative
uncovers her role in the story's emotional and ethical landscape. It explores themes of exploitation,
survival, and the complexity of human relationships in a fractured world. Oryx’s character is portrayed

as both vulnerable and resilient.

4. Snowman'’s Journey: Survival After the Fall
This book follows the character Snowman as he navigates the ruins of civilization, reflecting on his
past and the fall of humanity. It highlights his struggle with loneliness, memory, and hope in a changed

world. The narrative offers a poignant look at the human spirit amid devastation.

5. The World Before: Life in the Age of Crake

A detailed portrayal of the society and environment before the catastrophic events, this book sets the
scene for the characters' backstories. It delves into the corporate and scientific world that shaped
Crake and Oryx’s lives. Readers get a comprehensive understanding of the socio-political context

leading to the apocalypse.

6. Crake’s Children: The New Species

Focusing on the genetically engineered beings created by Crake, this book examines their biology,
behavior, and the implications of their existence. It raises questions about humanity, identity, and
ethics in scientific innovation. The narrative explores how these creatures fit into the post-apocalyptic

ecosystem.

7. Love and Loss in Oryx and Crake

This emotional exploration focuses on the interpersonal relationships among the main characters,
particularly the complex dynamics of love, betrayal, and loyalty. It reveals how personal connections
influence the broader narrative and character motivations. The book offers a humanizing lens on a

dystopian world.



8. The Ethics of Science: Lessons from Oryx and Crake

An academic analysis of the scientific themes presented in the story, this book discusses the moral
questions raised by genetic manipulation and technological advancement. It connects the fictional
events to real-world debates on bioethics. The book encourages readers to consider the

responsibilities of scientists and society.

9. Rebuilding After Crake: Hope in a Broken World
This hopeful narrative imagines the possibilities for renewal and reconstruction following the collapse
depicted in the story. It explores themes of resilience, adaptation, and the potential for new beginnings.

The book offers a vision of survival and growth inspired by the characters’ experiences.
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oryx and crake characters: Naming Adult Autism James McGrath, 2017-08-15 Naming Adult
Autism is one of the first critiques of cultural and medical narratives of Autism to be authored by an
adult diagnosed with this condition. Autism is a ‘social disorder’, defined by interactions and
lifestyle. Yet, the expectations of normalcy against which Autism is defined have too rarely been
questioned. This book demonstrates the value of the Humanities towards developing fuller
understandings of Autistic adulthood, adapting theory from Adorno, Foucault and Butler. The
chapters expose serious scientific limitations of medical assumptions that Autistic people are gifted
at maths but indifferent to fiction. After interrogating such clichés in literature, cinema and
television, James McGrath also explores more radical depictions of Autism via novels by Douglas
Coupland, Margaret Atwood, Clare Morrall and Meg Wolitzer, plus poems by Les Murray and Joanne
Limburg. Follow this link to see James McGrath in conversation with Kelly-Anne Watson at Leeds
Beckett University: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQOotRZRzv4 Follow this link to view a
content breakdown of the above interview:
https://www.academia.edu/36406389/Naming Adult Autism A Conversation winter 2017 Follow
this link to read a 'Seeking Sara' blog interview with James:
https://seekingsaral74.wordpress.com/2018/08/19/639/

oryx and crake characters: Character and Dystopia Aaron S. Rosenfeld, 2020-07-08 This is the
first extended study to specifically focus on character in dystopia. Through the lens of the last man
figure, Character and Dystopia: The Last Men examines character development in Yevgeny
Zamyatin’s We, Anthony Burgess’s A Clockwork Orange, Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go, Fyodor
Dostoevsky’s Notes from Underground, George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four, Nathanael West’s A
Cool Million, David Mamet’s Glengarry Glen Ross, Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower, Lois
Lowry’s The Giver, Michel Houellebecq’s Submission, Chan Koonchung’s The Fat Years, and Maggie
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Shen King’s An Excess Male, showing how in the 20th and 21st centuries dystopian nostalgia shades
into reactionary humanism, a last stand mounted in defense of forms of subjectivity no longer
supported by modernity. Unlike most work on dystopia that emphasizes dystopia’s politics, this
book’s approach grows out of questions of poetics: What are the formal structures by which
dystopian character is constructed? How do dystopian characters operate differently than other
characters, within texts and upon the reader? What is the relation between this character and other
forms of literary character, such as are found in romantic and modernist texts? By reading character
as crucial to the dystopian project, the book makes a case for dystopia as a sensitive register of
modern anxieties about subjectivity and its portrayal in literary works.

oryx and crake characters: Different Voices Paola Partenza, Ozlem Karadag, Emanuela
Ettorre, 2022-12-12 The concept of the human has been broadly re-visited and modified, and the
term posthuman has now become a term of continuous inquiry. Gender (representations) play(s) a
critical role in works of literature, culture, and art, and focusing on gender is crucial to uncovering
the anthropocentrism or androcentrism that may underlie the work and the times to which it
belongs. While maintaining a solid literary emphasis, the ten chapters included in this volume focus
on feminist debates about women, technology, and the body, on gender representation and the
posthuman, on post-gender figurations, on gender and trans/post/humanism,
biotechnology/biopolitics/bioethics, on feminist posthumanism, on animals, the human-machine, and
ecological posthumanism. The aim of the volume is to analyse how useful these concepts may be for
thinking about the subject, its definition and identity in a changing society.

oryx and crake characters: Margaret Atwood Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities
Harold Bloom, 2014-05-14 Presents a collection of critical essays about the works of Margaret
Atwood.

oryx and crake characters: Dynamic Processes and Reading Novels Irene O’Leary, 2025-05-12
This book is about the dynamic processes that generate novel-reading. It takes the view that the
world is composed of dynamic processes and introduces a process dynamics approach to articulate
this stance. This fresh perspective draws on literary studies, process philosophy and neuroscience to
argue that dynamic literary and microcognitive processes constantly reconfigure the conditions that
they co-create during reading. Analyses of The PowerBook by Jeanette Winterson, The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon and Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood
consider style, narration, allusion and creativity in interaction with diverse microcognitive processes
involved in reading. The analyses are strengthened by taking live action into account, illuminating
changes that many critical perspectives miss or standardise and avoiding reliance on illusory ideal
readers and readings. In proposing a process approach to dynamics and its analysis, this book paves
the way for new research across disciplines.

oryx and crake characters: Dystopias and Utopias on Earth and Beyond Douglas A.
Vakoch, 2021-04-29 Caught as we are in a grave climate crisis that seems more irreversible with
every passing year, our literary portrayals of the future often feature the dystopian collapse of the
world as we know it. Science fiction explores how we got here, while pointing toward a more hopeful
path forward. From an ecofeminist perspective, a core cause of our current ecological catastrophe is
the patriarchal domination of nature, playing out in parallel with the oppression of women. As an
alternative to dystopian futures that seem increasingly inevitable, ecofeminist science fiction helps
us conjure utopias that promote environmental sustainability based on more egalitarian human
relationships. Dystopias and Utopias on Earth and Beyond: Feminist Ecocriticism of Science Fiction
explores the fictional worlds of such canonical novelists as Margaret Atwood, Octavia Butler, Ursula
K. Le Guin, Doris Lessing, and Joan Slonczewski, as well as those of lesser-known science fiction
writers, as they collectively probe humanity’s greatest existential threats. Contributors from five
continents provide compelling analyses of far future dystopias on Earth that are all too easy to
imagine becoming reality if humankind’s current trajectory continues, as well as provocative insights
into science fiction utopias set on idyllic planets orbiting distant stars, which offer liberatory
alternatives that might someday be actualized in the real world. By examining the links between the



destruction of the environment and the domination of women, Dystopias and Utopias on Earth and
Beyond provides the tools to counteract those intertwined oppressions, helping create a foundation
for a truly habitable world.

oryx and crake characters: Greening the Academy Samuel Fassbinder, Anthony Nocella,
Richard Kahn, 2012-12-30 This is the academic Age of the Neoliberal Arts. Campuses—as places
characterized by democratic debate and controversy, wide ranges of opinion typical of vibrant public
spheres, and service to the larger society—are everywhere being creatively destroyed in order to
accord with market and military models befitting the academic-industrial complex. While it has
become increasingly clear that facilitating the sustainability movement is the great 21st century
educational challenge at hand, this book asserts that it is both a dangerous and criminal
development today that sustainability in higher education has come to be defined by the
complex-friendly “green campus” initiatives of science, technology, engineering and management
programs. By contrast, Greening the Academy: Ecopedagogy Through the Liberal Arts takes the
standpoints of those working for environmental and ecological justice in order to critique the
unsustainable disciplinary limitations within the humanities and social sciences, as well as provide
tactical reconstructive openings toward an empowered liberal arts for sustainability. Greening the
Academy thus hopes to speak back with a collective demand that sustainability education be defined
as a critical and moral vocation comprised of the diverse types of humanistic study that will benefit
the well-being of our emerging planetary community and its numerous common locales.

oryx and crake characters: A Genealogy of Social Violence Clint Jones, 2016-03-03
Examining the mimetic theory of René Girard, this book investigates the development of society as a
result of an original crime (a murder) that shaped the way the earliest humans organized the social
structures we live with today - an analysis that reveals the dangerous structure of the most basic
social relationships. With attention to family relationships, A Genealogy of Social Violence sheds
light on the processes by which the traditional nuclear family, through the mimetic behaviour of
children, embeds violence into human desires and hence society as whole. Challenging the thought
of Girard and of Rawls in order to offer a new understanding of justice, this book suggests that in
order to achieve a more peaceful society, what is required is not the self-defeating narrative of
equality, developed in order to manage the violence engendered by our social institutions, but a
reconceptualisation of the nuclear family structure. A striking critique of modern society, which
draws on religion, mythology, literature, history, philosophy and political theory, A Genealogy of
Social Violence will be of interest to social and political theorists, as well as philosophers working in
the area of contemporary social and European thought.

oryx and crake characters: The Psychology of Love Michele A. Paludi, 2012-03-09 From
arranged marriages to online dating, this four-volume work presents everything from personal
accounts to empirical evidence to document what creates love in our culture as well as around the
world. The field of biology views love as a hard-wired mammalian drive, akin to thirst and hunger. In
contrast, psychology views love from a social and cultural perspective where our drive to find
love—and our responses to it—are highly dependent on societal norms. In The Psychology of Love,
esteemed author and educator Michele A. Paludi examines love through all lenses, thereby providing
readers a deeper understanding of the ways we can express caring, sensitivity, empathy, and respect
toward one another. Each chapter in this comprehensive four-volume work includes a scholarly
overview of empirical research and theories about the psychology of love. In addition, individuals'
own definitions of love are included. Special attention is paid to accepted standards of love across a
variety of cultures, the ways individuals express liking and love across the lifecycle, and patterns in
dissolutions of friendships and romantic relationships, making note of gender and race differences.

oryx and crake characters: Margaret Atwood’s Apocalypses Karma Waltonen, 2015-01-12
Margaret Atwood’s Apocalypses features essays by established and new Atwood scholars on
Atwood’s poetry, The Handmaid’s Tale, and the famous MaddAddam trilogy. Readers will encounter
ways to trace the theme of apocalypse through decades of Atwood’s work, and lenses through which
to view various fictional apocalypses, including disability studies, theology, and ecofeminism.




oryx and crake characters: The Ex-Human Michael Bérubé, 2024-05-28 Facing threats like
climate change and nuclear warfare, science fiction authors have conjured apocalyptic scenarios of
human extinction. Can such gloomy fates help us make sense of our contemporary crises? How
important is the survival of our species if we wind up battling for an Earth that has become an
unhabitable hellscape? What other possible futures do narratives of the end of humanity allow us to
imagine? Michael Bérubé explores the surprising insights of classic and contemporary works of SF
that depict civilizational collapse and contemplate the fate of Homo sapiens. In a lively,
conversational style, he considers novels by writers including Ursula K. Le Guin, Margaret Atwood,
Liu Cixin, Philip K. Dick, and Octavia Butler, as well as films that feature hostile artificial
intelligence, such as 2001: A Space Odyssey, Blade Runner, and the Terminator and Matrix
franchises. Bérubé argues that these works portray a future in which we have become able to see
ourselves from the vantage point of something other than the human. Though framed by the
possibility of human extinction, they are driven by a vision of the “ex-human”—a desire to imagine
that another species is possible. For all science fiction readers worried about the fate of humanity,
The Ex-Human is an entertaining yet sobering account of how key novels and films envision the
world without us.

oryx and crake characters: Cinema in the Digital Age Nicholas Rombes, 2017-12-19 Have
digital technologies transformed cinema into a new art, or do they simply replicate and mimic
analogue, film-based cinema? Newly revised and expanded to take the latest developments into
account, Cinema in the Digital Age examines the fate of cinema in the wake of the digital revolution.
Nicholas Rombes considers Festen (1998), The Blair Witch Project (1999), Timecode (2000), Russian
Ark (2002), and The Ring (2002), among others. Haunted by their analogue pasts, these films are
interested not in digital purity but rather in imperfection and mistakes—blurry or pixilated images,
shaky camera work, and other elements that remind viewers of the human behind the camera. With
a new introduction and new material, this updated edition takes a fresh look at the historical and
contemporary state of digital cinema. It pays special attention to the ways in which nostalgia for the
look and feel of analogue disrupts the aesthetics of the digital image, as well as how recent films
such as The Social Network (2010) and The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2011)—both shot
digitally—have disguised and erased their digital foundations. The book also explores new
possibilities for writing about and theorizing film, such as randomization.

oryx and crake characters: Oryx and Crake SparkNotes Literature Guide SparkNotes,
2022-01-25 Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes give you just what
you need to succeed in school: Complete Plot Summary and Analysis Key Facts About the Work
Analysis of Major Characters Themes, Motifs, and Symbols Explanation of Important Quotations
Author’s Historical Context Suggested Essay Topics 25-Question Review Quiz Oryx and Crake
features explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols including: the danger of scientific
advancement; voices; memory; the dominance of corporate power; blood and roses; Alex the parrot.
It also includes detailed analysis of these important characters: Snowman; Oryx; Crake.

oryx and crake characters: A Corpus Stylistics Approach to Contemporary Present-tense
Narrative Reiko Ikeo, Eri Shigematsu, Masayuki Nakao, 2024-09-15 Focusing on the growing trend
of employing the present tense in storytelling, this book explores present-tense narrative in
contemporary fiction. Using a corpus approach, speech, writing, and thought presentation in
21st-century present-tense narrative is compared with 20th-century past-tense narrative. An
in-depth comparative analysis reveals previously undiscovered innovative features specific to how
character discourse is presented in modern narratives. Notably, narrative tenses have an impact on
thought presentation; in present-tense narrative, Free Direct Thought (FDT) emerges as frequently
as Free Indirect Thought (FIT), a departure from the dominance of FIT in modern past-tense
narrative. This book will be of interest to stylisticians, narratologists, corpus linguists, and those who
have found themselves absorbed in a 21st-century work of present-tense fiction.

oryx and crake characters: Sweet Lechery Jeet Heer, 2014-12-01 In Sweet Lechery, cultural
journalist Jeet Heer offers a quirky collection of literary criticism that touches on a wide range of



contemporary topics. From Margaret Atwood to Philip K. Dick, from Seth to Marshall McLuhan,
Heer considers the literary and social contributions of canonical authors, artists, theorists and
polemicists alike. Drawing from a variety of disciplines and genres, he links sex to economics, porn
to high-brow literature, and tackles the oddball themes of cannibalism and vegetable sex in
Canadian fiction. He examines the struggles of science fiction writers and the artistic opportunities
of comic artists, weighing in on partisan politics for good measure. Rich with contextual detail and
social commentary, these essays examine the cultural, historical and political forces that inform the
books we read and write.

oryx and crake characters: Food in Margaret Atwood’s Speculative Fiction Katarina
Labudova, 2022-11-10 This book looks at Margaret Atwood’s use of food motifs in speculative fiction.
Focusing on six novels - The Handmaid'’s Tale and The Testaments, the Maddaddam trilogy, and The
Heart Goes Last - Katarina Labudova explores the environmental, ecological, and cultural questions
at play and the possible future scenarios which emerge for humanity’s survival in apocalyptic and
post-apocalyptic conditions. Labudova argues that food has special relevance in these novels and
that characters’ hunger, limited food choices, culinary creativity and eating rituals are central to
Atwood’s depictions of hostile environments. She also links food to hierarchy, dominance and
oppression in Atwood’s novels, and foregrounds the problem of hunger, both psychological or
physical, caused by pollution and loss of contact with the natural and authentic. The book shows how
Atwood’s writing draws from a range of genres, including apocalyptic fiction, science fiction,
speculative fiction, dystopia, utopia, fairy tale, myth, and thriller - and how food is an important,
highly versatile motif linking these intertextual threads.

oryx and crake characters: Beyond Safety Emily Johansen, 2021-09-09 Beyond Safety argues
that concerns about the ethical impossibility of individual safety in the face of risks with increasingly
obvious global consequences alters representations of neoliberal contemporary life. As the climate
crises in the Caribbean and Australia, ongoing European refugee and American border crises, and,
most recently, anxieties about Coronavirus illustrate, contemporary life is characterized by global
connections that produce and reflect precarious outcomes and dangers. The ability to ignore risk or
shift it to others underscores the fact that it is mitigable for particular segments of society while
inescapable for others. Emily Johansen investigates depictions of global danger and safety in
contemporary transnational fictional and popular texts-those characterized by a narrative or
representational emphasis on border crossing and global interdependences. She demonstrates how
these texts use risk to question and re-imagine the norms and practices of contemporary global
citizenship. Beyond Safety thus brings together three of the central keywords of contemporary
literary criticism of the last ten years (cosmopolitanism, precarity, neoliberalism) and shows how
their intersection allows for a fuller conception of contemporary life and imagines a new global
future.

oryx and crake characters: Science Fiction and the Historical Novel Ian P. MacDonald, Kate
Polak, 2024-09-16 If you woke to realize that you could rewrite your yesterday without knowing the
kind of tomorrow it would grant you, would you do it? Are the authors of our destiny working with an
outline or spit-balling confusing plotlines? Since the past changes possible futures, to what alighting
butterfly should we pay the most heed? This book explores the liminal space between speculative
fiction and the historical novel. Staged as a transnational, multicultural conversation, it takes up a
call originally made by Fredric Jameson in Archaeologies of the Future wherein he describes that
flashpoint between speculative and historical genres as the symptom of a mutation in our
relationship to historical time itself. Drawing together postcolonial, feminist, cultural, Indigenous,
and cognitive approaches, Science Fiction and the Historical Novel asks what the past can offer a
future-oriented world, and how the future can be imagined in relation to a past that seeks narratives
of inevitability rather than possibility. Engaged with the idea of the past as a model for the future,
authors in this volume probe the extent to which historical scripts delimit possibilities, and how
authors engaged with the practice of alternative pasts rewrite potentialities in the present.

oryx and crake characters: Empathy and the Novel Suzanne Keen, 2007-04-19 Does empathy



felt while reading fiction actually cultivate a sense of connection, leading to altruistic actions on
behalf of real others? Empathy and the Novel presents a comprehensive account of the relationships
among novel reading, empathy, and altruism. Drawing on psychology, narrative theory,
neuroscience, literary history, philosophy, and recent scholarship in discourse processing, Keen
brings together resources and challenges for the literary study of empathy and the psychological
study of fiction reading. Empathy robustly enters into affective responses to fiction, yet its role in
shaping the behavior of emotional readers has been debated for three centuries. Keen surveys these
debates and illustrates the techniques that invite empathetic response. She argues that the
perception of fictiveness increases the likelihood of readers' empathy in part by releasing them from
the guarded responses necessitated by the demands of real others. Narrative empathy is a strategy
and subject of contemporary novelists from around the world, writers who tacitly endorse the
potential universality of human emotions when they call upon their readers' empathy. If narrative
empathy is to be taken seriously, Keen suggests, then women's reading and responses to popular
fiction occupy a central position in literary inquiry, and cognitive literary studies should extend its
range beyond canonical novels. In short, Keen's study extends the playing field for literature
practitioners, causing it to resemble more closely that wide open landscape inhabited by readers.

oryx and crake characters: Local Natures, Global Responsibilities , 2010-01-01 In the New
Literatures in English, nature has long been a paramount issue: the environmental devastation
caused by colonialism has left its legacy, with particularly disastrous consequences for the most
vulnerable parts of the world. At the same time, social and cultural transformations have altered
representations of nature in postcolonial cultures and literatures. It is this shift of emphasis towards
the ecological that is addressed by this volume. A fast-expanding field, ecocriticism covers a wide
range of theories and areas of interest, particularly the relationship between literature and other
‘texts’ and the environment. Rather than adopting a rigid agenda, the interpretations presented
involve ecocritical perspectives that can be applied most fruitfully to literary and non-literary texts.
Some are more general, ‘holistic’ approaches: literature and other cultural forms are a ‘living
organism’, part of an intellectual ecosystem, implemented and sustained by the interactions between
the natural world, both human and non-human, and its cultural representations. ‘Nature’ itself is a
new interpretative category in line with other paradigms such as race, class, gender, and identity. A
wide range of genres are covered, from novels or films in which nature features as the main topic or
‘protagonist’ to those with an ecocritical agenda, as in dystopian literature. Other concerns are:
nature as a cultural construct; ‘gendered’ natures; and the city/country dichotomy. The texts treated
challenge traditional Western dualisms (human/animal, man/nature, woman/man). While such global
phenomena as media (‘old’ or ‘new’), tourism, and catastrophes permeate many of these texts, there
is also a dual focus on nature as the inexplicable, elusive ‘Other’ and the need for human agency and
global responsibility.
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