
oral tradition fairy tales
oral tradition fairy tales have been a fundamental part of human culture for thousands
of years, serving as a means to pass down stories, morals, and cultural values from
generation to generation. These tales, told orally before the widespread use of writing,
played a crucial role in shaping the folklore and literary traditions of various societies
around the world. Oral tradition fairy tales often feature magical elements, heroic
characters, and moral lessons that reflect the beliefs and experiences of the communities
that created them. This article explores the origins, characteristics, and significance of oral
tradition fairy tales, as well as their impact on contemporary storytelling and literature.
Understanding these tales offers valuable insight into cultural heritage and the evolution of
narrative forms. The discussion also includes how oral transmission affected the
preservation and transformation of fairy tales across different cultures.
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The Origins and Importance of Oral Tradition
Fairy Tales
Oral tradition fairy tales trace back to prehistoric times when early humans used spoken
language to share stories within their communities. Before the development of writing
systems, these tales were the primary means of entertaining, educating, and preserving
collective knowledge. The importance of oral tradition lies in its ability to adapt and evolve
as stories are retold, allowing them to remain relevant and meaningful across generations.
These narratives often explained natural phenomena, social customs, and ethical codes,
providing listeners with a framework for understanding the world around them.

Historical Context of Oral Storytelling
From ancient civilizations to indigenous tribes, oral storytelling was a universal method of
cultural transmission. Shamans, elders, and storytellers held esteemed positions as
custodians of tradition, responsible for maintaining the integrity and continuity of tales. The
lack of written records means many original versions of fairy tales are lost or transformed,
but the oral medium ensured their survival by emphasizing memorization, repetition, and
performance.



Significance in Early Societies
Oral tradition fairy tales served multiple social functions, including reinforcing community
values, providing moral guidance, and fostering social cohesion. These stories often
contained symbolic language and archetypal characters that resonated with audiences,
making complex ideas accessible. The communal nature of oral storytelling also
strengthened interpersonal bonds and preserved the uniqueness of cultural identities.

Characteristics and Common Themes in Oral
Tradition Fairy Tales
Oral tradition fairy tales are distinguished by several key characteristics that make them
easily recognizable and culturally significant. They frequently contain fantastical elements
such as magic, mythical creatures, and supernatural events. The tales often follow a simple
narrative structure with clear conflicts and resolutions, making them memorable and easy
to retell. Themes of good versus evil, justice, transformation, and the triumph of virtue are
prevalent across different cultures.

Typical Narrative Features
These fairy tales commonly employ repetition, formulaic phrases, and stock characters to
aid memorization and engagement. Examples include the use of “once upon a time,”
recurring motifs like enchanted forests, or characters such as wise old women, tricksters,
and brave heroes. The stories are usually concise, focusing on a central moral or lesson to
be imparted to listeners.

Common Motifs and Themes
Many oral tradition fairy tales explore universal themes that resonate across cultures:

Good versus Evil: The battle between positive and negative forces, often resolved
with the triumph of good.

Transformation: Characters frequently undergo physical or spiritual changes,
symbolizing growth or redemption.

Justice and Retribution: Fairness is a central concern, with wrongdoers punished
and the virtuous rewarded.

Magic and the Supernatural: Magical objects, spells, and beings influence the
course of events.

Tests and Quests: Protagonists face challenges that test their courage, wisdom, or
morality.



The Role of Oral Tradition in Preserving Cultural
Identity
Oral tradition fairy tales function as more than entertainment; they are repositories of
cultural knowledge and identity. By transmitting shared values, customs, and historical
experiences, these stories help maintain the distinctiveness of cultural groups. The
flexibility of oral narratives allows them to adapt to changing social contexts while
preserving core elements important to community identity.

Cultural Transmission and Continuity
Through repeated storytelling, oral tradition fairy tales reinforce collective memory and
social norms. This process fosters a sense of belonging and continuity, especially in
societies where written records are scarce or secondary. The tales often reflect the
environment, beliefs, and social structure of the originating culture, making them
invaluable for anthropological and linguistic study.

Preservation Amidst Change
Despite modernization and globalization, many communities continue to use oral tradition
fairy tales to connect with their heritage. Storytellers adapt narratives to contemporary
audiences while retaining traditional themes and messages. This dynamic preservation
ensures that cultural identities remain vibrant and relevant even as external influences
evolve.

Influence of Oral Tradition Fairy Tales on Modern
Literature
The legacy of oral tradition fairy tales is evident in the vast body of modern literature,
particularly in the genres of fantasy and children’s literature. Many well-known fairy tales
were originally passed down orally before being collected and published by folklorists and
authors. The oral roots of these stories contribute to their enduring appeal, as they tap into
timeless motifs and universal human experiences.

From Oral to Written Form
Notable collectors like the Brothers Grimm and Hans Christian Andersen transformed oral
tales into written literature, preserving them for wider audiences. This transition introduced
new narrative techniques while maintaining the core elements of oral storytelling. The
adaptability of oral tradition fairy tales allows them to bridge cultural and linguistic divides,
influencing writers worldwide.



Contemporary Adaptations and Inspirations
Modern authors and creators often draw inspiration from oral tradition fairy tales,
reimagining them for contemporary audiences. These adaptations may emphasize different
perspectives, update settings, or explore previously marginalized voices. The oral
tradition’s emphasis on communal participation and moral lessons continues to shape
storytelling practices in literature, theater, and film.

The Process of Storytelling and Transmission
The art of storytelling in oral tradition fairy tales involves specific techniques that ensure
the narratives are engaging, memorable, and transmissible. Storytellers use voice
modulation, gestures, and audience interaction to bring tales to life. The transmission
process is dynamic, with each retelling potentially introducing variations that reflect the
storyteller’s style or the audience’s context.

Techniques Used by Storytellers
Effective oral storytelling incorporates various methods to capture listeners’ attention and
aid retention:

Repetition: Repeated phrases and refrains help reinforce key points and structure.

Rhythm and Rhyme: Poetic elements enhance memorability and aesthetic appeal.

Interactive Elements: Questions, call-and-response, and direct engagement
encourage participation.

Expressive Delivery: Vocal variation, facial expressions, and body language convey
emotion and nuance.

Variation and Evolution Over Time
As oral tradition fairy tales are passed down, they naturally evolve, reflecting changes in
language, culture, and societal values. This fluidity allows tales to remain relevant while
preserving their essential messages. Variants of the same tale may exist within different
regions or communities, showcasing the richness and diversity of oral storytelling
traditions.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are oral tradition fairy tales?
Oral tradition fairy tales are stories passed down verbally from generation to generation,
often featuring folklore, myths, and moral lessons.

Why are oral tradition fairy tales important in culture?
They preserve cultural heritage, teach values and morals, and foster a sense of identity and
community among people.

How do oral tradition fairy tales differ from written fairy
tales?
Oral tradition fairy tales are transmitted by word of mouth and can vary with each telling,
while written fairy tales are fixed texts recorded in writing.

What are some common themes found in oral tradition
fairy tales?
Common themes include good versus evil, transformation, justice, bravery, and the triumph
of the underdog or cleverness over strength.

How has modern media influenced the preservation of
oral tradition fairy tales?
Modern media, such as films, podcasts, and digital storytelling, help preserve and
popularize oral tradition fairy tales by reaching wider audiences and adapting them for
contemporary contexts.

Additional Resources
1. The Classic Fairy Tales by Maria Tatar
This comprehensive collection delves into traditional fairy tales from oral traditions around
the world. Maria Tatar provides insightful commentary on the origins, variations, and
cultural significance of these stories. The book offers a rich exploration of how oral tales
have shaped modern fairy tales.

2. The Annotated Classic Fairy Tales by Maria Tatar
In this annotated edition, Tatar presents well-known oral tradition tales with detailed notes
that explore their historical context and symbolism. The book includes stories from the
Brothers Grimm, Charles Perrault, and others, shedding light on their enduring appeal and
darker undertones. It is an essential resource for understanding the depth of oral fairy tales.

3. The Oral Tradition of Fairy Tales: A Guide to Sources by Jack Zipes
Jack Zipes, a leading scholar of folklore, offers a thorough guide to the oral sources behind
famous fairy tales. This book discusses how these stories were transmitted orally before
being written down and the role of storytellers in preserving cultural heritage. It serves as a



valuable reference for those studying folklore and oral narratives.

4. The Fairy Tale: The Magic Mirror of the Imagination by Steven Swann Jones
Jones explores the power of oral tradition fairy tales as a reflection of human imagination
and cultural values. The book examines the storytelling techniques and motifs that have
been passed down through generations. It highlights the transformative nature of these
tales in both oral and written forms.

5. Oral Tradition and the Fairy Tale by Linda Dégh
This book focuses on the dynamics of oral storytelling and how fairy tales evolve through
oral transmission. Dégh analyzes various versions of classic tales to demonstrate the
fluidity and adaptability inherent in oral traditions. The work is a critical study of how
folklore persists and changes over time.

6. Once Upon a Time: Oral Storytelling in the Fairy Tale Tradition by Ruth B. Bottigheimer
Bottigheimer examines the origins of fairy tales in oral storytelling practices, particularly in
European cultures. The book traces the journey of these narratives from spoken word to
their eventual literary forms. It provides a nuanced understanding of the social and cultural
functions of oral fairy tales.

7. The World of Oral Tradition: Folklore and Fairy Tales by Alan Dundes
Alan Dundes brings together a variety of oral tradition stories, focusing on their role in
maintaining cultural identity. The book includes analyses of fairy tales from diverse cultures
and discusses the significance of oral narratives in community life. Dundes emphasizes the
importance of preserving oral storytelling heritage.

8. Fairy Tales and the Oral Tradition: New Perspectives edited by Jack Zipes
This collection of essays offers new scholarly perspectives on the relationship between oral
tradition and fairy tales. Contributors explore themes such as performance, adaptation, and
the influence of oral culture on literary fairy tales. The book is a valuable resource for
understanding contemporary approaches to fairy tale studies.

9. Storytelling and the Fairy Tale Tradition by Barbara C. Babcock
Babcock investigates the role of storytellers in perpetuating fairy tale traditions within oral
cultures. The book highlights the performative aspects of storytelling and the communal
experience it fosters. Through ethnographic studies, it showcases how oral fairy tales
function as living traditions.
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today. Jones Builds on the work of folklorist and critics to provide the student with a stunning, lucid
overview of the genre and a solid understanding of its structure.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Why Fairy Tales Stick Jack Zipes, 2006 Explores the question of why
some fairy tales ''work'' and others don't, why the fairy tale is capable of getting under the skin of
culture and staying there. This book looks at fairy tale as a serious genre with wide social and
cultural ramifications. It contains the history and theory of the genre, followed by case studies of
famous tales.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Clever Maids, Fearless Jacks, and a Cat Anita Best, Pauline
Greenhill, Martin Lovelace, 2019-10-01 Clever Maids, Fearless Jacks, and a Cat showcases the
stories of two Newfoundland storytellers, Philip Pius Power and Alice Lannon. Ethnopoetic
transcriptions of these sensitive and artful tales, which have been passed on orally for generations
as part of a community tradition, give accounts of living oral performances from the last quarter of
the twentieth century and demonstrate the artistry that is possible without the written word. Here,
eight tales from Power and five tales from Lannon take up issues of vital concern—such as spousal
abuse, bullying, and social and generational conflict—allusively, through a screen of fiction. In
commentary following the stories Anita Best, Martin Lovelace, and Pauline Greenhill discuss the
transmission of fairy tales in oral tradition, address the relation of these magic tales to Lannon’s and
Power’s other stories, and share specifics about Newfoundland storytelling and the two tellers
themselves. The text is further enriched by expressive illustrations from artist Graham Blair. Clever
Maids, Fearless Jacks, and a Cat presents the fairy-tale oeuvres of two superb storytellers as a
contribution to interdisciplinary fairy-tale studies and folklore—countering fairy-tale studies’ focus
on written traditions and printed texts—as well as to gender studies, cultural studies, Newfoundland
studies, and Canadian studies. Students, scholars, and general readers interested in folk and fairy
tales, contemporary Märchen, Newfoundland folklore, or oral tradition more generally will find
much of value in these pages. Support for this publication was provided, in part, by the University of
Winnipeg.
  oral tradition fairy tales: The Continuum Encyclopedia of Children's Literature Bernice E.
Cullinan, Diane Goetz Person, 2005-01-01 Provides articles covering children's literature from
around the world as well as biographical and critical reviews of authors including Avi, C.S. Lewis,
J.K. Rowling, and Anno Mitsumasa.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Folk Tales and Fairy Lore in Gaelic and English George Calder,
James Macdougall, 2017-08-22 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  oral tradition fairy tales: 101 Middle Eastern Tales and Their Impact on Western Oral
Tradition Ulrich Marzolph, 2020-08-18 A comprehensive exploration of the Middle Eastern roots of
Western narrative tradition. Against the methodological backdrop of historical and comparative folk
narrative research, 101 Middle Eastern Tales and Their Impact on Western Oral Tradition surveys
the history, dissemination, and characteristics of over one hundred narratives transmitted to
Western tradition from or by the Middle Eastern Muslim literatures (i.e., authored written works in
Arabic, Persian, and Ottoman Turkish). For a tale to be included, Ulrich Marzolph considered two
criteria: that the tale originates from or at least was transmitted by a Middle Eastern source, and



that it was recorded from a Western narrator's oral performance in the course of the nineteenth or
twentieth century. The rationale behind these restrictive definitions is predicated on Marzolph's
main concern with the long-lasting effect that some of the Oriental narratives exercised in Western
popular tradition—those tales that have withstood the test of time. Marzolph focuses on the
originally Oriental tales that became part and parcel of modern Western oral tradition. Since
antiquity, the Orient constitutes the quintessential Other vis-à-vis the European cultures. While
delineation against this Other served to define and reassure the Self, the Orient also constituted a
constant source of fascination, attraction, and inspiration. Through oral retellings, numerous tales
from Muslim tradition became an integral part of European oral and written tradition in the form of
learned treatises, medieval sermons, late medieval fabliaux, early modern chapbooks, contemporary
magazines, and more. In present times, when national narcissisms often acquire the status of
strongholds delineating the Us against the Other, it is imperative to distinguish, document, visualize,
and discuss the extent to which the West is not only indebted to the Muslim world but also shares
common features with Muslim narrative tradition. 101 Middle Eastern Tales and Their Impact on
Western Oral Tradition is an important contribution to this debate and a vital work for scholars,
students, and readers of folklore and fairy tales.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Oral Traditions in Contemporary China Juwen Zhang, 2021-11-08 In
Oral Traditions in Contemporary China: Healing a Nation, Juwen Zhang provides a systematic survey
of such oral traditions as folk and fairy tales, proverbs, ballads, and folksongs that are vibrantly
practiced today. Zhang establishes a theoretical framework for understanding how Chinese culture
has continued for thousands of years with vitality and validity, core and arbitrary identity markers,
and folkloric identity. This framework, which describes a cultural self-healing mechanism, is equally
applicable to the exploration of other traditions and cultures in the world. Through topics from
Chinese Cinderella to the Grimms of China, from proverbs like “older ginger is spicier” to the
life-views held by the Chinese, and from mountain songs and ballads to the musical instruments like
the clay-vessel-flute, the author weaves these oral traditions across time and space into a
mesmerizing intellectual journey. Focusing on contemporary practice, this book serves as a bridge
between Chinese and international folklore scholarship and other related disciplines as well. Those
interested in Chinese culture in general and Chinese folklore, literature, and oral tradition in
particular will certainly delight in perusing this book.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Fairy Tales as Literature of Literature Lothar Bluhm, 2022-09-15 In
this study, the Brothers Grimm's fairy tales are consistently examined as literature out of literature.
Through the history of their creation and transformation, it becomes apparent how literary models
were re-declared and transformed into the well-known fairy tale narratives, in the course of the
editing process by the Brothers Grimm, essentially by Wilhelm Grimm. By means of a series of model
studies – including Rapunzel, Jorinde und Joringel and Der Jude im Dorn – it is shown that the
Brothers Grimm's fairy tales, contrary to their traditional assessment as 'folk tales', are of literary
origin and have a literary character themselves.
  oral tradition fairy tales: The Oxford Companion to Fairy Tales Jack Zipes, 2015-09-10 In
over 1,000 entries, this acclaimed Companion covers all aspects of the Western fairy tale tradition,
from medieval to modern, under the guidance of Professor Jack Zipes. It provides an authoritative
reference source for this complex and captivating genre, exploring the tales themselves, the writers
who wrote and reworked them, and the artists who illustrated them. It also covers numerous related
topics such as the fairy tale and film, television, art, opera, ballet, the oral tradition, music,
advertising, cartoons, fantasy literature, feminism, and stamps. First published in 2000, 130 new
entries have been added to account for recent developments in the field, including J. K. Rowling and
Suzanne Collins, and new articles on topics such as cognitive criticism and fairy tales, digital fairy
tales, fairy tale blogs and websites, and pornography and fairy tales. The remaining entries have
been revised and updated in consultation with expert contributors. This second edition contains
beautifully designed feature articles highlighting countries with a strong fairy tale tradition,
covering: Britain and Ireland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, North America and Canada, Portugal,



Scandinavian countries, Slavic and Baltic countries, and Spain. It also includes an informative and
engaging introduction by the editor, which sets the subject in its historical and literary context. A
detailed and updated bibliography provides information about background literature and further
reading material. In addition, the A to Z entries are accompanied by over 60 beautiful and carefully
selected black and white illustrations. Already renowned in its field, the second edition of this unique
work is an essential companion for anyone interested in fairy tales in literature, film, and art; and for
anyone who values the tradition of storytelling.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Oral Tradition Priya Reddy, AI, 2025-03-29 Oral Tradition explores
how cultures worldwide preserved their histories and knowledge without writing. It argues that oral
traditions aren't just imperfect versions of written history, but dynamic systems for preserving,
adapting, and transmitting knowledge. These traditions rely on sophisticated mnemonic devices and
narrative structures. For instance, complex legal systems and intricate historical accounts were
maintained across generations through storytelling, song, and ritual performance. The book
examines the social roles and institutions that maintained oral knowledge, such as the training of
storytellers and the function of councils of elders. It also delves into how colonialism and
globalization have impacted these traditions. The book progresses by first introducing fundamental
concepts, then exploring specific techniques for preserving information, and finally analyzing the
impact of societal changes. By drawing on anthropological studies, linguistic analysis, and historical
accounts, Oral Tradition highlights the ingenuity and resilience of oral cultures. It emphasizes the
importance of recognizing and valuing the unique contributions of these cultures to our
understanding of history and human cognition. It challenges conventional narratives that prioritize
written records, providing a comprehensive look at these invaluable cultural resources.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Oral History Director of the Louie B Nunn Center for Oral History
Douglas A Boyd, Douglas A. Boyd, 2025-10-10 Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring
This Very Short Introduction is a general introduction to oral history from the interview to the
archive. Douglas A. Boyd examines the oral history interview, recording techniques and strategies,
technologies for making oral history accessible, and the legal and ethical implications throughout
the work of oral history. Boyd also pays special attention to the role of the archive and the
importance of memory. Equally important, this book also examines the world of digital possibilities
for utilizing oral history for scholarly, public, community, and personal use. An area of explosive
interest and growth, oral history is a complex discipline not just sequestered to storytelling. The
interview is a complex combination of strategy and flexibility, remembering and forgetting, narrative
and silence, and cannot escape individual biases and perspectives. This book offers readers a
comprehensive and concise overview of oral history from one of the most important figures in the
field. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Disney and the Dialectic of Desire Joseph Zornado, 2017-10-18 This
book analyzes Walt Disney’s impact on entertainment, new media, and consumer culture in terms of
a materialist, psychoanalytic approach to fantasy. The study opens with a taxonomy of narrative
fantasy along with a discussion of fantasy as a key concept within psychoanalytic discourse. Zornado
reads Disney’s full-length animated features of the “golden era” as symbolic responses to cultural
and personal catastrophe, and presents Disneyland as a monument to Disney fantasy and one man’s
singular, perverse desire. What follows after is a discussion of the “second golden age” of Disney
and the rise of Pixar Animation as neoliberal nostalgia in crisis. The study ends with a reading of
George Lucas as latter-day Disney and Star Wars as Disney fantasy. This study should appeal to film
and media studies college undergraduates, graduates students and scholars interested in Disney.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Traditional Storytelling Today Margaret Read MacDonald,
2013-12-16 Traditional Storytelling Today explores the diversity of contemporary storytelling
traditions and provides a forum for in-depth discussion of interesting facets of comtemporary



storytelling. Never before has such a wealth of information about storytelling traditions been
gathered together. Storytelling is alive and well throughout the world as the approximately 100
articles by more than 90 authors make clear. Most of the essays average 2,000 words and discuss a
typical storytelling event, give a brief sample text, and provide theory from the folklorist. A
comprehensive index is provided. Bibliographies afford the reader easy access to additional
resources.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Oral Traditions and Gender in Early Modern Literary Texts Mary
Ellen Lamb, Karen Bamford, 2017-11-28 Proposing a fresh approach to scholarship on the topic, this
volume explores the cultural meanings, especially the gendered meanings, of material associated
with oral traditions. The collection is divided into three sections. Part One investigates the
evocations of the 'old nurse' as storyteller so prominent in early modern fictions. The essays in Part
Two investigate women's fashioning of oral traditions to serve their own purposes. The third section
disturbs the exclusive associations between the feminine and oral traditions to discover implications
for masculinity, as well. Contributors explore the plays of Shakespeare and writings of Spenser,
Sidney, Wroth and the Cavendishes, as well as works by less well known or even unknown authors.
Framed by an introduction by Mary Ellen Lamb and an afterword by Pamela Allen Brown, these
essays make several important interventions in scholarship in the field. They demonstrate the
continuing cultural importance of an oral tradition of tales and ballads, even if sometimes circulated
in manuscript and printed forms. Rather than in its mode of transmission, contributors posit that the
continuing significance of this oral tradition lies instead in the mode of consumption (the immediacy
of the interaction of the participants). Oral Traditions and Gender in Early Modern Literary Texts
confirms the power of oral traditions to shape and also to unsettle concepts of the masculine as well
as of the feminine. This collection usefully complicates any easy assumptions about associations of
oral traditions with gender.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Memory in Oral Traditions David C. Rubin, 1995 Long studied by
anthropologists, historians, and linguists, oral traditions have provided a wealth of fascinating
insights into unique cultural customs that span the history of humankind. In this groundbreaking
work, cognitive psychologist David C. Rubin offers for the first time an accessible, comprehensive
examination of what such traditions can tell us about the complex inner workings of human memory.
Focusing in particular on their three major forms of organization--theme, imagery, and sound
pattern--Rubin proposes a model of recall, and uses it to uncover the mechanisms of memory that
underlie genres such as counting-out rhymes, ballads, and epics. The book concludes with an
engaging discussion of how conversions from oral to written communication modes can predict how
cutting-edge computer technologies will affect the conventions of future transmissions. Throughout,
Rubin presents the results of important original research as well as new perspectives on classical
subjects. Splendidly written and farsighted, Memory in Oral Traditions will be eagerly read by
students and researchers in areas as diverse as cognitive psychology, literary studies, classics, and
cultural anthropology.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Oral Tradition and Book Culture Pertti Anttonen, Cecilia af
Forselles, Kirsti Salmi-Niklander, 2018-10-17 Traditionally, oral traditions were considered to diffuse
only orally, outside the influence of literature and other printed media. Eventually, more attention
was given to interaction between literacy and orality, but it is only recently that oral tradition has
come to be seen as a modern construct both conceptually and in terms of accessibility. Oral
traditions cannot be studied independently from the culture of writing and reading. Lately, a new
interdisciplinary interest has risen to study interconnections between oral tradition and book
culture. In addition to the use and dissemination of printed books, newspapers etc., book culture
denotes manuscript media and the circulation of written documents of oral tradition in and through
the archive, into published collections. Book culture also intertwines the process of framing and
defining oral genres with literary interests and ideologies. In addition to writing and reading, the
study of oral traditions must also take into consideration the culture of publishing. The present
volume highlights varied and selected aspects of the expanding field of research into oral tradition



and book culture. The questions discussed include the following: How have printing and book
publishing set terms for oral tradition scholarship? How have the practices of reading affected the
circulation of oral traditions? Which books and publishing projects have played a key role in this and
how? How have the written representations of oral traditions, as well as the roles of editors and
publishers, introduced authorship to materials customarily regarded as anonymous and collective?
The editors represent some of the key institutions in the study of oral traditions in Finland: the
University of Helsinki, the Finnish Literature Society, and the University of Eastern Finland. The
authors are folklorists, anthropologists, historians and literary historians, and scholars in
information studies from Finland, Sweden, Norway, Ireland, and the United States.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Oral Traditions and the Verbal Arts Ruth Finnegan, 2003-09-02
Provides up-to-date guidance on how to approach the study of oral forms and their performances,
examining both the practicalities of fieldwork and the methods by which oral texts and performances
can be observed, collected and analysed.
  oral tradition fairy tales: A Companion to the Fairy Tale Hilda Roderick Ellis Davidson,
Anna Chaudhri, 2003 Introduction by Derek Brewer.The aim of this book is to discuss the
characteristics of the traditional fairy tale in Europe and North America, and various theories of its
development and interpretation. The book deals with the main collections - the Grimm brothers,
Hans Andersen, Perrault and Afanes'ev - and with the development of tales in various regions of
Europe, including Ireland, Wales, Scandinavia, Germany and Russia, as well as India, where it was
once claimed that they originated.The subject of the fairy tale is a controversial one: problems
discussed here include the relationship between tales recorded from story-tellers and literary works,
the importance of printed works for the spread of the tales, the growth of recent examples with a
feminine approach, the spread of popular tales like Cinderella, special types like the cumulative
tales, possible effects of TV, and the nature of traditional plots and characters. Above all, we have
been concerned with the distribution and long survival of these tales, and the nature of their appeal.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE KATHARINE BRIGGS FOLKLORE AWARD 2004. Contributors: GRAHAM
ANDERSON, DAVID BLAMIRES, RUTH BOTTIGHEIMER, DEREK BREWER, MARY BROCKINGTON,
ANNA CHAUDHRI, HILDA ELLIS DAVIDSON, ROBIN GWYNDAF, BENGT HOLBEK, DAVID HUNT,
REIMUND KVIDELAND, PATRICIA LYSAGHT, NEIL PHILIP, JAMES RIORDAN, PAT SCHAEFER,
TOM SHIPPEY, JOYCE THOMAS.
  oral tradition fairy tales: The Irresistible Fairy Tale Jack Zipes, 2012 A provocative new
theory about fairy tales from one of the world's leading authorities If there is one genre that has
captured the imagination of people in all walks of life throughout the world, it is the fairy tale. Yet
we still have great difficulty understanding how it originated, evolved, and spread—or why so many
people cannot resist its appeal, no matter how it changes or what form it takes. In this book,
renowned fairy-tale expert Jack Zipes presents a provocative new theory about why fairy tales were
created and retold—and why they became such an indelible and infinitely adaptable part of cultures
around the world. Drawing on cognitive science, evolutionary theory, anthropology, psychology,
literary theory, and other fields, Zipes presents a nuanced argument about how fairy tales originated
in ancient oral cultures, how they evolved through the rise of literary culture and print, and how, in
our own time, they continue to change through their adaptation in an ever-growing variety of media.
In making his case, Zipes considers a wide range of fascinating examples, including fairy tales told,
collected, and written by women in the nineteenth century; Catherine Breillat's film adaptation of
Perrault's Bluebeard; and contemporary fairy-tale drawings, paintings, sculptures, and photographs
that critique canonical print versions. While we may never be able to fully explain fairy tales, The
Irresistible Fairy Tale provides a powerful theory of how and why they evolved—and why we still use
them to make meaning of our lives.
  oral tradition fairy tales: Oral Traditions of Southeast Asia and Oceania Herman C. Kemp,
2004
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