
oedipus complex

oedipus complex is a psychoanalytic concept originally introduced by Sigmund Freud, describing a child's
subconscious sexual desire for the opposite-sex parent and feelings of rivalry toward the same-sex parent.
This theory plays a crucial role in understanding early childhood development, personality formation, and the
dynamics of familial relationships. The oedipus complex remains a foundational topic in psychoanalysis,
influencing various fields including psychology, literature, and cultural studies. This article explores the
origins of the oedipus complex, its psychological implications, criticisms, and its relevance in contemporary
theory and practice. By examining the oedipus complex in depth, readers can gain insight into the intricate
interplay between unconscious desires and socialization processes. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of this complex topic, shedding light on its historical background, core components,
and ongoing debates.
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Origins and Definition of the Oedipus Complex

The oedipus complex is named after the Greek mythological character Oedipus, who unwittingly killed his father
and married his mother. Sigmund Freud introduced this concept as a critical stage in psychosexual development,
occurring typically between the ages of three and six during the phallic stage. Freud postulated that during
this period, children experience unconscious desires and conflicts centered around their parents, which
significantly influence their emotional and psychological growth. The oedipus complex encapsulates the tension
between a child's love for the opposite-sex parent and rivalry with the same-sex parent, which must be resolved
for healthy development.

Historical Background

Freud first outlined the oedipus complex in his work "The Interpretation of Dreams" (1899) and further
elaborated on it in later psychoanalytic writings. He drew upon classical mythology and clinical
observations to formulate the theory, arguing that these unconscious conflicts are universal and essential
to personality development. The concept was revolutionary at the time, shifting the focus of psychology
toward unconscious motives and early childhood experiences.

Definition and Core Elements

At its core, the oedipus complex involves three main components:

Desire: The child's unconscious sexual longing for the parent of the opposite sex.

Rivalry: Hostile feelings toward the parent of the same sex, perceived as a competitor for the affection
of the opposite-sex parent.



Resolution: The eventual repression of these desires and identification with the same-sex parent, leading
to the development of the superego and social conformity.

Psychological Mechanisms and Developmental Stages

The oedipus complex is intricately linked to Freud's theory of psychosexual stages, particularly the phallic
stage, where children's awareness of anatomical differences and emerging sexuality becomes pronounced. The
resolution of the oedipus complex is considered essential for the child's successful transition into subsequent
developmental phases.

Phallic Stage and Oedipal Dynamics

During the phallic stage (approximately ages 3 to 6), children become conscious of their own bodies and those
of their parents. This stage is marked by the emergence of oedipal desires, where the child develops an
unconscious attraction toward the opposite-sex parent and jealousy or fear related to the same-sex parent.
This period is characterized by internal conflicts that require psychological negotiation.

Defense Mechanisms and Resolution

To manage the anxiety generated by these forbidden desires and rivalries, children employ defense mechanisms such
as repression and identification. Repression involves pushing unacceptable impulses into the unconscious, while
identification entails adopting the characteristics and values of the same-sex parent. Successfully resolving
the oedipus complex leads to the formation of the superego, which governs moral behavior and social norms.

Role in Gender Identity Formation

The oedipus complex also plays a significant role in the development of gender identity. By identifying with the
same-sex parent, children internalize gender roles and expectations, which influence their behavior and self-
concept throughout life. Failures or disruptions in this process can contribute to confusion or conflict
regarding gender identity.

Implications in Psychoanalysis and Personality Formation

The oedipus complex is central to Freud’s psychoanalytic framework for understanding personality
development. It is viewed as a critical determinant of an individual's emotional life, interpersonal relationships,
and the formation of the unconscious mind.

Influence on Adult Relationships

Unresolved oedipal conflicts can manifest in adult relationships, often influencing attachment styles, romantic
preferences, and family dynamics. Psychoanalysts suggest that individuals may unconsciously seek partners
who resemble their opposite-sex parent or replicate childhood relational patterns.

Formation of the Superego

The resolution of the oedipus complex contributes directly to the development of the superego, the component



of personality responsible for internalizing societal rules and moral standards. Through identification with the
same-sex parent, the child adopts prohibitions and ideals, which regulate behavior and contribute to the sense
of conscience.

Psychopathology and Neurosis

Freud theorized that failure to adequately resolve oedipal conflicts could lead to neurosis and other
psychological disorders. Repressed desires and unresolved tensions may generate anxiety, guilt, and behavioral
symptoms that are addressed through psychoanalytic therapy.

Criticisms and Alternative Perspectives

Despite its historical significance, the oedipus complex has faced substantial criticism and reinterpretation from
various psychological schools and cultural perspectives. Critics challenge its universality, empirical
support, and cultural bias.

Feminist Critiques

Feminist theorists argue that the oedipus complex reflects patriarchal assumptions and reinforces gender
stereotypes. They critique Freud’s portrayal of female psychosexual development and the concept of "penis
envy," suggesting that these ideas perpetuate gender biases.

Anthropological and Cross-Cultural Challenges

Anthropological research indicates that family structures and child-rearing practices vary widely across
cultures, calling into question the universality of the oedipus complex. Some societies exhibit different familial
dynamics, which do not align with Freud’s model of psychosexual development.

Modern Psychological Views

Contemporary psychology often emphasizes attachment theory, cognitive development, and social learning over
psychoanalytic constructs like the oedipus complex. While some elements remain influential, many clinicians
prefer evidence-based approaches that do not rely on unconscious sexual desires as primary motivators.

Contemporary Relevance and Applications

Despite critiques, the oedipus complex continues to influence psychoanalytic practice, literary analysis, and
cultural theory. Its symbolic and metaphorical interpretations enrich understanding of human behavior and
narrative structures.

Psychoanalytic Therapy

In psychoanalytic therapy, the oedipus complex may be explored to uncover unconscious conflicts and
relational patterns. Therapists use this framework to help patients understand the origins of their emotional
difficulties and interpersonal challenges.



Influence on Literature and Art

The oedipus complex has inspired numerous works of literature, theater, and art. Its themes of forbidden desire,
family conflict, and identity resonate across cultures and historical periods, providing rich material for
analysis and interpretation.

Educational and Developmental Insights

Understanding the oedipus complex offers valuable insights for educators, parents, and mental health
professionals regarding child development and family dynamics. Awareness of these unconscious processes can
inform strategies for supporting healthy emotional growth.

Examine unconscious family dynamics and desires1.

Understand the development of moral and social identity2.

Recognize potential sources of psychological conflict3.

Apply psychoanalytic concepts in therapy and counseling4.

Interpret cultural and literary expressions of complex family relationships5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Oedipus complex?

The Oedipus complex is a psychoanalytic theory developed by Sigmund Freud which suggests that during the
phallic stage of psychosexual development, a child feels desire for the opposite-sex parent and hostility
toward the same-sex parent.

Who coined the term 'Oedipus complex'?

Sigmund Freud coined the term 'Oedipus complex' based on the Greek myth of Oedipus, who unknowingly killed his
father and married his mother.

At what age does the Oedipus complex typically occur?

The Oedipus complex typically occurs between the ages of 3 and 6 years old, during the phallic stage of
psychosexual development.

Is the Oedipus complex considered a universal phenomenon?

Freud believed the Oedipus complex to be a universal stage in child development, but its acceptance and
interpretation vary across different cultures and psychological schools.

How does the Oedipus complex influence adult personality?

According to Freud, successful resolution of the Oedipus complex leads to identification with the same-sex
parent and the development of the superego, influencing adult personality and moral development.



What criticisms exist regarding the Oedipus complex theory?

Critics argue that the Oedipus complex is overly focused on sexual motives, lacks empirical evidence, is
culturally biased, and may not accurately represent all children’s development.

How is the Oedipus complex relevant in modern psychology?

While less emphasized in contemporary psychology, the Oedipus complex remains influential in psychoanalytic
theory and is sometimes used to explore family dynamics and unconscious desires.

Can the Oedipus complex be observed in girls as well as boys?

Yes, Freud proposed a parallel concept called the Electra complex for girls, involving desire for the father and
rivalry with the mother, although this concept is more controversial.

How does the Oedipus complex relate to family relationships?

The Oedipus complex highlights the child's emotional conflicts toward parents, which can impact family
dynamics, attachment styles, and later interpersonal relationships.

Are there any modern alternatives to the Oedipus complex theory?

Modern psychology often favors attachment theory and social learning theory to explain child development
and family relationships, focusing less on unconscious sexual desires and more on observed behaviors and
emotional bonds.

Additional Resources
1. “The Oedipus Complex: A Psychoanalytic Study”
This foundational text explores Sigmund Freud's original theory of the Oedipus complex, detailing its
significance in psychosexual development. The book provides comprehensive insights into the unconscious desires
and familial dynamics that shape personality. It is essential reading for anyone interested in Freudian
psychoanalysis and developmental psychology.

2. “Revisiting Oedipus: Modern Perspectives on Freud’s Theory”
This book offers a contemporary critique and reinterpretation of the Oedipus complex, incorporating recent
developments in psychology and cultural studies. It challenges traditional views and presents alternative
frameworks for understanding familial relationships and identity formation. The text is valuable for scholars
seeking to expand beyond classical psychoanalytic thought.

3. “Mother, Father, and Me: The Dynamics of the Oedipus Complex”
Focusing on family dynamics, this book delves into the emotional and psychological tensions between children
and parents as framed by the Oedipus complex. It examines case studies and clinical examples to illustrate how
these early conflicts influence adult behavior. The narrative is accessible, making complex theories
understandable for a broad audience.

4. “Oedipus Complex in Literature and Art”
This interdisciplinary work investigates the representation of the Oedipus complex in various artistic mediums,
including literature, painting, and film. It analyzes iconic works that embody Freudian themes and explores how
artists express subconscious familial conflicts. The book is ideal for readers interested in psychoanalysis and
cultural expression.

5. “The Oedipal Journey: A Psychological Exploration”
Tracing the developmental stages associated with the Oedipus complex, this book provides a detailed
psychological roadmap of childhood growth. It discusses the role of desire, rivalry, and resolution in shaping



the self. Psychologists and students will find this an insightful resource for understanding early emotional
development.

6. “Breaking the Oedipus Cycle: Therapy and Healing”
This practical guide addresses how therapists can help individuals navigate and resolve issues stemming from
unresolved Oedipal conflicts. It covers various therapeutic approaches and techniques aimed at healing
familial wounds. The book serves as a useful tool for mental health professionals and those interested in
personal growth.

7. “Beyond Oedipus: Gender and Identity in Psychoanalysis”
Exploring the intersections of gender theory and psychoanalysis, this book reexamines the Oedipus complex
through the lens of feminist and queer studies. It critiques traditional gender roles embedded in Freud's theory
and proposes more inclusive models of identity formation. The text is crucial for readers interested in
contemporary psychoanalytic discourse.

8. “Oedipus and the Unconscious Mind”
This scholarly book delves into the relationship between the Oedipus complex and the workings of the
unconscious mind. It explains how hidden desires and fears manifest in behavior and dreams. The work bridges
classical psychoanalytic theory with modern neuroscience, offering a comprehensive understanding of the
unconscious.

9. “The Cultural Oedipus Complex: Society and the Family”
Analyzing the Oedipus complex within a sociocultural context, this book investigates how family structures
and societal norms influence psychological development. It discusses cross-cultural variations and the impact
of social change on familial relationships. The book is valuable for readers interested in anthropology,
sociology, and psychology.
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Find other PDF articles:
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  oedipus complex: The Oedipus Complex Seymour Keitlen, 2003-11 This small text is a study of
the Oedipus Complex in the work of Sigmund Freud, creator of psychoanalysis. The Oedipus
Complex is a theory about the mental life of the child. Briefly summarized, it postulates that in early
childhood between the ages of two to six, the child develops two emotional ties with its parents, a tie
that is purely affectionate with the parent of the opposite sex and a hostile tie to the parent of the
same sex, who is perceived as a rival. At the end of his career, Freud made the dramatic statement:
if psychoanalysis could not claim any other achievement beside the discovery of the repressed
Oedipus Complex, this alone would give it the right to a place among the new and precious
conquests of humanity.
  oedipus complex: A Story of Her Own Nancy Kulish, Deanna Holtzman, 2008-01-01 A Story of
Her Own is a reformulation of the psychoanalytic concept of the female oedipal complex-a term that
encompasses the triangular development phase and the important conflicts and experiences in girls
and women. Inspired by the mythic role in human experience and in the unique aspects of
femininity, Nancy Kulish and Deanna Holtzman formulate a new name-The Persephone Complex-for
this concept. They integrate traditional psychoanalytic theory, contemporary theories and data about
female development and psychology, and clinical experience with female patients into a
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comprehensive theory that is not based on male models. With accumulated knowledge from their
clinical work, they present new psychoanalytic and therapeutic perspectives on the experience of
girls and women attempting to uncover a sense of agency in their lives. They touch upon the unique
ways women cope with their sexuality and feelings about their bodies; with feelings of anger,
competition, and jealousy; and with their ever-evolving relationships with their mothers, fathers,
peers, and lovers.
  oedipus complex: The Oedipus Complex Rhona M. Fear, 2018-05-08 This book focuses upon
theories of the Oedipus complex beginning with the theory that Freud gradually developed, starting
with his recognition that it is an integral constituent of the neuroses. It explores the main theories of
the Oedipus complex in accessible languages.
  oedipus complex: Oedipus and the Oedipus Complex Dietmar Seel, Burkhard Ullrich, Florian
Daniel Zepf, Siegfried Zepf, 2018-03-26 In contemporary psychoanalytic thought, Freud's concept of
the Oedipus complex is inclined to overshadow the interpretation of the myths surrounding Oedipus.
The authors counter this situation by reversing it, utilizing the Oedipus myths to interpret the
Oedipus complex. In so doing they expose it as a sheer cover story. They unmask the Oedipus
complex, revealing it to be a drama staged not by Oedipus but by Jocasta, the mother, and Laius, the
father. For neither Sophocles' drama nor the Oedipus myths give any indication that Oedipus is
enamoured of Jocasta and born with the intention of killing his father Laius. What the myths do
mention are Jocaste's passion for Oedipus whom she loves more than his father and Laius' desire to
eliminate Oedipus as his rival from birth. Freud neglected these aspects of the Oedipal myths. In
uncovering them the authors come to the conclusion that Oedipus did not have an Oedipus complex.
  oedipus complex: The Oedipus Complex Éric Smadja, 2017-10-16 This book examines the
contentious relationship between psychoanalysis and anthropology as it has played out in disputes
surrounding the Oedipus complex. Here, Éric Smadja explores the complicated historical and
epistemological conditions leading up to the emergence of the conflict between the two disciplines.
He considers the origins of each science, the creation of the Oedipus complex, and the place, role
and influence of Freud’s key and controversial work Totem and Taboo, both in the history of
psychoanalysis and as it connects with anthropology internationally. Focusing on such key figures as
Bronislaw Malinowski, Ernest Jones, Franz Boas, Georges Devereux, Emile Durkheim, Claude
Levi-Strauss and Jacques Lacan, Smadja charts the course of the debate as it unfolded during the
twentieth century and tracks its contemporary status of the debate, with a focus on figures in both
France and the United States. Discussing the divergences and convergences between the two fields,
he compares and contrasts their historical, epistemological and methodological features and reflects
on the new acculturative disciplines emerging from their interaction. The book concludes with a look
at what the conflictual history of these two human sciences can tell us about the history of ideas and
their processes and modes of communication. Exploring a dispute which reaches back to the very
beginnings of psychoanalysis and anthropology, The Oedipus Complex will appeal to psychoanalysts
in practice and in training, psychotherapists and academics and students of psychoanalytic studies,
anthropology and the history of ideas.
  oedipus complex: The Oedipus Complex - A Selection of Classic Articles on Sigmund
Freud's Psychoanalytical Theory Various, 2016-09-06 This book contains classic material dating
back to the 1900s and before. The content has been carefully selected for its interest and relevance
to a modern audience. Carefully selecting the best articles from our collection we have compiled a
series of historical and informative publications on the subject of psychology. The titles in this range
include The Psychology of Nervous Disorders Paranoia and Psychoanalysis The Psychological
Treatment of Children and many more. Each publication has been professionally curated and
includes all details on the original source material. This particular instalment, The Oedipus Complex
contains information on psychoanalysis. It is intended to illustrate aspects of the Oedipus complex
and serves as a guide for anyone wishing to obtain a general knowledge of the subject and
understand the field in its historical context. We are republishing these classic works in affordable,
high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.



  oedipus complex: The Oedipus Complex Poul Rohleder, 2025-09-10 In this book, Poul
Rohleder presents a comprehensive and accessible introduction to the theory of the Oedipus
complex and its standing in contemporary psychoanalysis. The Oedipus Complex: A Contemporary
Introduction charts the developments of the theory, exploring Freud’s original work on the subject
before moving on to later developments by Klein and the Independents in the UK. Rohleder
interweaves perspectives from French psychoanalysis and contemporary relational thought, and
explores the various critiques of the theory, including feminist, queer, and cross-cultural
perspectives. Through this holistic and contemporary exploration, Rohleder offers the contemporary
practitioner a broad and nuanced consideration of how Oedipal dynamics can play a vital role in
their work with patients. This book will be of interest to psychoanalysts and psychotherapists in
practice and training who have an interest in expanding their understanding of the Oedipus complex
and its relevance to a contemporary way of working.
  oedipus complex: Freud's Argument for the Oedipus Complex Jerome C. Wakefield,
2022-09-23 In this close reading of Freudian theory, Jerome C. Wakefield reconstructs Freud’s
argument for the Oedipal theory of the psychoneuroses, placing the case of Little Hans into a
philosophy-of-science context and critically rethinking the epistemological foundations of
psychoanalysis. Wakefield logically evaluates four central Freudian arguments: the undirected
anxiety argument which contends that Hans suffered from anxiety before he developed his horse
phobia; the day the horse fell down argument where, engaging in some scholarly detective work,
Wakefield resolves a century-old dispute between behaviorists and psychoanalysts about when Hans
witnessed a frightening horse accident; the N=1 sexual repression argument that the trajectory of
Hans’s sexual desires matches the Oedipal theory’s predictions; and lastly, the detailed symptom
characteristics argument that the Oedipal theory is needed to understand otherwise inexplicable
details of Hans’s symptoms. Wakefield demonstrates that, although Freud’s arguments are brilliantly
conceived, he misread the facts of the Hans case and failed to support the Oedipal theory as judged
by his own stated evidential standards. However, this failure creates an opportunity for renewed
consideration of psychoanalysis’s distinctive contribution: the understanding of an individual’s
unique meaning system and confrontation with meanings outside of focal awareness in order to
reshape an individual’s fate. This book will be of interest to psychoanalysts and psychotherapists
alike, and will prove essential for scholars working in the fields of psychoanalysis, philosophy of
science, and the history of psychiatry.
  oedipus complex: The Oedipus Complex Robert Young, 2001 The story is famous; its
interpretation unsettling and controversial. It has retained its power to shock and is today, albeit in
an adapted form, a recurrent tool for therapy.
  oedipus complex: The Tragic Effect André Green, Andr Green, 2011-03-03 In this stimulating
and wide-ranging 1979 study, André Green demonstrates the relevance of psychoanalysis to literary
criticism.
  oedipus complex: The Oedipus Complex Today Ronald Britton, Michael Feldman, Edna
O'Shaughnessy, 2018-03-26 A collection of papers focusing on the Kleinian conception of the
Oedipus complex, how this is now understood, and what effect it has had on clinical practice. The
papers by the authors which form the greater part of The Oedipus Complex Today were originally
given at the Melanie Klein Conference on the Oedipus Complex in September 1987 at University
College, London. The conference, jointly organized by Professor J. Sandler of the Psychoanalysis
Unit at University College and Mrs. Ruth Riesenberg-Malcolm on behalf of the Melanie Klein Trust,
was considered such a successful statement of modern Kleinian views on the subject that the Trust
has decided to present the papers in book form, together with an expanded version of the
introduction by Dr Hanna Segal, and also a reprint of Melanie Klein's 1945 paper 'The Oedipus
Complex in the Light of Early Anxieties'.The three papers, writes Dr Segal, 'are based on central
concepts first put forward by Mrs Klein.
  oedipus complex: Oedipus and the Oedipus Complex Dietmar Seel, 2018 In contemporary
psychoanalytic thought, Freud's concept of the Oedipus complex is inclined to overshadow the



interpretation of the myths surrounding Oedipus. The authors counter this situation by reversing it,
utilizing the Oedipus myths to interpret the Oedipus complex. In so doing they expose it as a sheer
cover story. They unmask the Oedipus complex, revealing it to be a drama staged not by Oedipus but
by Jocasta, the mother, and Laius, the father. For neither Sophocles' drama nor the Oedipus myths
give any indication that Oedipus is enamoured of Jocasta and born with the intention of killing his
father Laius. What the myths do mention are Jocaste's passion for Oedipus whom she loves more
than his father and Laius' desire to eliminate Oedipus as his rival from birth. Freud neglected these
aspects of the Oedipal myths. In uncovering them the authors come to the conclusion that Oedipus
did not have an Oedipus complex. The myths divulge that it is not the son or the daughter who
precipitate rivalry with their father or mother but the parents who unconsciously compete with their
child for the love of their partner.--Provided by publisher.
  oedipus complex: Oedipus Juan-David Nasio, 2010-10-01 First English translation of Nasio's
groundbreaking work on the Oedipus complex.
  oedipus complex: Female Sexuality and the Oedipus Complex Humberto Nagera, 1975
Examines the conflicts, influences, and developmental processes that determine female sexuality
and normal and abnormal variations in the oedipal complex.
  oedipus complex: The Anti-Oedipus Complex Rob Weatherill, 2017-02-17 The Anti-Oedipus
Complex critically explores the post ‘68 dramatic developments in Freudo-Lacanian psychoanalysis
and cultural theory. Beginning with the decline of patriarchy and the master, exemplified by Freud’s
paean for the Father, the revolutionary path was blown wide open by anti-psychiatry, schizoanalysis
and radical politics, the complex antimonies of which are traced here in detail with the help of
philosophers, such as Nietzsche, Baudrillard, Levinas, Steiner, Žižek, Badiou, Derrida and Girard, as
well as theologians, analysts, writers, musicians and film makers. In this book, Rob Weatherill,
starting from the clinic, considers the end of hierarchies, the loss of the Other, new subjectivities,
so-called ‘creative destruction’, the power of negative thinking, revolutionary action, divine violence
and new forms of extreme control. The book raises the following questions: Does the engagement of
the Radical Orthodoxy movement offer some hope? Or should we re-situate psychoanalysis within a
‘genealogy of responsibility’ (Patočka / Derrida) as it emerges out of the sacred demonic, via Plato
and Christianity? The Anti-Oedipus Complex will be of interest to psychoanalysts, psychotherapists,
counsellors, social workers and scholars in critical theory, philosophy, cultural theory, literary
theory and theology.
  oedipus complex: Oedipus, Philosopher Jean-Joseph Goux, 1993 If the logic of the Oedipus
myth were subjected to rigorous and thoroughgoing analysis with the tools of anthropology,
comparative mythology, and narratology, might it invalidate the approach to the 'Oedipus complex'
that Freud derived from his psychoanalytic experience? This book answers 'yes', arguing that
instead of the Oedipus complex explaining the myth, the Oedipus myth explains the complex. The
author argues that the Oedipus myth is an historical anomaly, a myth of failed royal investiture or of
avoided masculine initiation. Does this mean that we must return to the wisdom of tradition and
strike out twenty-five centuries of Oedipal history? The author knows very well that such a solution
would be fantasy, and he concludes by speculating on how his analysis might contribute to a vision
that has eluded Freudian psychoanalysis: how to surpass the Oedipus complex, with all the ethical
consequences this would entail.
  oedipus complex: Freud and Oedipus Peter L. Rudnytsky, 1987 A reassessment of Freud's
central concept of the Oedipus complex, using the interlocking perspectives of biography,
intellectual history and Greek tragedy. The study establishes how Freud reached his formulation
through his own self-analysis and clinical work.
  oedipus complex: Reading Freud Jean-Michel Quinodoz, 2013-12-16 Winner of the 2010
Sigourney Award! Reading Freud provides an accessible outline of the whole of Freud's work from
Studies in Hysteria through to An Outline of Psycho-Analysis. It succeeds in expressing even the
most complex of Freud's theories in clear and simple language whilst avoiding over-simplification.
Each chapter concentrates on an individual text and includes valuable background information,



relevant biographical and historical details, descriptions of Post-Freudian developments and a
chronology of Freud's concepts. By putting each text into the context of Freud's life and work as a
whole, Jean-Michel Quinodoz manages to produce an overview which is chronological, correlative
and interactive. Texts discussed include: The Interpretation of Dreams The 'Uncanny' Civilisation
and its Discontents' The clear presentation, with regular summaries of the ideas raised, encourages
the reader to fully engage with the texts presented and gain a thorough understanding of each text
in the context of its background and impact on the development of psychoanalysis. Drawing on his
extensive experience as a clinician and a teacher of psychoanalysis, Jean-Michel Quinodoz has
produced a uniquely comprehensive presentation of Freud's work which will be of great value to
anyone studying Freud and Psychoanalysis.
  oedipus complex: Murdered Father, Dead Father Rosine Jozef Perelberg, 2015-10-23
Murdered Father, Dead Father: Revisiting the Oedipus Complex examines the progressive
construction of the notion of paternal function and its central relevance in psychoanalysis. The
distinction between the murdered (narcissistic) father and the dead father is seen as providing a
paradigm for the understanding of different types of psychopathologies, as well as works of
literature, anthropology and historical events. New concepts are introduced, such as a father is
being beaten, and a distinction between the descriptive après coup and the dynamic après coup that
provides a model for a psychoanalytic understanding of temporality. The book includes a reflection
on how the concepts of the death instinct and the negative, in their connection with that which is at
the limits of representability, are an aid to an understanding of Auschwitz, a moment of rupture in
European culture that the author characterizes as the murder of the dead father. Perelberg’s book is
an important clinical and intellectual marker, and will be required reading for psychoanalysts,
psychotherapists, anthropologists, and historians, as well as students in all these disciplines.
  oedipus complex: The Freudians and the Oedipus Complex Francis Neilson, 1957
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