
oryx and crake setting
oryx and crake setting is a critical aspect of Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novel *Oryx and Crake*,
shaping the narrative’s tone and themes through its vivid depiction of a near-future world. The setting
combines elements of speculative science, environmental degradation, and social decay to create a
haunting backdrop that reflects humanity’s potential downfall. This article explores the multifaceted
nature of the oryx and crake setting, examining its geographical, temporal, cultural, and thematic
components. Understanding the setting provides deeper insight into the characters’ motivations and
the novel’s cautionary messages about genetic engineering, corporate power, and ecological collapse.
The complex environment is integral to the story’s impact, influencing plot developments and
illustrating the consequences of unchecked scientific ambition. The following sections break down the
oryx and crake setting into distinct but interconnected parts for comprehensive analysis.

Geographical and Environmental Context

Temporal Setting and Societal Backdrop

Technological and Scientific Environment

Cultural and Social Landscape

Symbolism and Thematic Implications of the Setting

Geographical and Environmental Context
The oryx and crake setting is primarily situated in a post-apocalyptic version of Earth, marked by
severe environmental degradation and altered ecosystems. The novel’s geography contrasts starkly
between the ruined urban landscapes and the natural, yet genetically modified, wilderness areas.
These locations serve as vivid reminders of human impact on the planet and the consequences of
ecological neglect.

Urban Ruins and Corporate Compounds
The story opens amidst the remnants of a collapsed civilization, where skyscrapers stand abandoned
and nature begins reclaiming the land. Within this chaos, corporate compounds exist as enclosed,
highly controlled environments. These compounds are self-contained communities where scientific
experimentation and genetic engineering flourish, isolated from the surrounding decay.

Wilderness and Genetically Engineered Creatures
Beyond the ruins lie areas populated by new species, products of bioengineering efforts gone awry or
innovatively designed. The wilderness is no longer purely natural but a hybrid ecosystem shaped by
human intervention. This setting challenges traditional notions of nature and highlights the novel’s



exploration of artificial life.

Temporal Setting and Societal Backdrop
The temporal framework of the oryx and crake setting is a speculative future, envisioned as a few
decades or possibly a century after the present day. This near-future timeline allows Atwood to
extrapolate current trends in technology, environmental policy, and social dynamics to their extreme
conclusions.

Pre-Apocalyptic Society
The early portions of the narrative reflect a world not yet fully collapsed but already strained by
overpopulation, corporate dominance, and ecological strain. Societal structures are marked by
inequality and a growing divide between the wealthy elite and impoverished masses.

Post-Apocalyptic Aftermath
Following a catastrophic event linked to genetic experimentation, the setting shifts to a post-
apocalyptic reality where survivors navigate a drastically altered world. This aftermath is
characterized by scarcity, altered social orders, and the emergence of new forms of life.

Technological and Scientific Environment
Technology and science form the backbone of the oryx and crake setting, reflecting both the promise
and peril of human innovation. The novel delves deeply into themes of genetic engineering,
biotechnology, and the ethical dilemmas they pose.

Genetic Engineering and Bioengineering
The setting features advanced laboratories and research facilities where scientists manipulate DNA to
create new organisms. These innovations include designer animals, hybrid species, and attempts to
engineer a perfect human being, illustrating the double-edged nature of progress.

Corporate Science and Control
Scientific research is dominated by powerful corporations that prioritize profit and control over ethical
considerations. This corporate influence shapes the setting’s atmosphere of secrecy, competition, and
moral ambiguity.



Cultural and Social Landscape
The oryx and crake setting presents a fractured cultural landscape, where traditional social norms
have eroded and been replaced by new hierarchies and value systems. The novel highlights issues of
class, identity, and exploitation within this context.

Class Divisions and Social Stratification
Society is sharply divided between the privileged inhabitants of corporate compounds and the
disenfranchised populations outside. This divide is a central feature of the setting, emphasizing
themes of inequality and social injustice.

Human Relationships and Identity
Within the setting, human connections are often strained or commodified, reflecting broader societal
breakdowns. Characters grapple with questions of identity, memory, and belonging amid the
instability of their environment.

Symbolism and Thematic Implications of the Setting
The oryx and crake setting is rich with symbolic meaning, reinforcing the novel’s exploration of
themes such as the dangers of playing god, environmental apocalypse, and the loss of humanity in
the face of technological dominance.

Environmental Decay as a Cautionary Symbol
The devastated landscapes symbolize the consequences of environmental neglect and human hubris.
This decay serves as a warning about the unsustainable exploitation of natural resources.

Artificial Life and the Question of Ethics
The genetically engineered creatures and the bioengineered world challenge ethical boundaries,
prompting reflection on what defines life and the moral responsibilities of creators. The setting thus
becomes a canvas for examining the limits of scientific intervention.

Isolation and the Search for Meaning
The fragmented setting mirrors the characters’ internal isolation and quest for purpose in a changed
world. This thematic layer adds depth to the narrative, making the setting both physical and
psychological terrain.

Post-apocalyptic Earth with contrasting zones of decay and controlled environments



Near-future timeline emphasizing societal stress and collapse

Advanced genetic and biotechnological laboratories dominated by corporations

Social stratification highlighting inequality and disrupted human connections

Symbolic use of environmental ruin and artificial life to explore ethical and existential themes

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary setting of 'Oryx and Crake'?
'Oryx and Crake' is primarily set in a dystopian future world ravaged by genetic engineering and
environmental collapse.

How does the setting of 'Oryx and Crake' reflect the themes of
the novel?
The bleak, dystopian setting underscores themes of scientific hubris, environmental degradation, and
the consequences of unchecked technological advancement.

What role do the corporate compounds play in the setting of
'Oryx and Crake'?
The corporate compounds are high-tech, isolated enclaves where genetic experiments and
bioengineering take place, highlighting social stratification and ethical issues.

In which country or region is 'Oryx and Crake' set?
The novel is set mainly in what appears to be a future version of North America, with specific
references suggesting a post-apocalyptic United States.

How does the natural environment contrast with the man-
made settings in 'Oryx and Crake'?
The natural environment, especially in the post-apocalyptic sections, contrasts with the sterile,
controlled corporate zones, emphasizing the tension between nature and human interference.

What is the significance of the Crakers' habitat in the novel?
The Crakers live in a carefully designed natural environment created by Crake, symbolizing an
attempt to engineer a perfect, harmonious species and setting.



How does the setting change throughout the novel 'Oryx and
Crake'?
The novel shifts between the present post-apocalyptic world and flashbacks to the earlier, corporate-
controlled society, illustrating the before and after of societal collapse.

What technological elements define the setting of 'Oryx and
Crake'?
Advanced genetic engineering, bioengineering labs, and bioengineered animals dominate the
technological landscape, reflecting a world shaped by scientific experimentation.

How does the setting influence the protagonist's perspective
in 'Oryx and Crake'?
The dystopian and fragmented setting shapes Snowman's survival mindset and his reflections on
humanity's downfall and ethical failures.

Additional Resources
1. Oryx and Crake
Margaret Atwood’s speculative novel explores a dystopian future ravaged by genetic engineering and
ecological disaster. The story follows Snowman, possibly the last human survivor, as he reflects on his
past and the catastrophic events that led to humanity’s downfall. Themes of bioethics, corporate
control, and environmental collapse are central to the narrative.

2. The Year of the Flood
Set in the same universe as Oryx and Crake, this novel shifts focus to a group called God's Gardeners,
who prepare for an apocalyptic flood. Through multiple perspectives, it reveals how society's reckless
scientific advancements and moral decay contribute to the downfall. The book deepens the world-
building and offers a nuanced look at survival and faith.

3. MaddAddam
The final book in Margaret Atwood’s trilogy completes the story arc begun in Oryx and Crake and The
Year of the Flood. It follows the remnants of humanity and the genetically engineered Crakers as they
navigate a post-apocalyptic world. Themes of redemption, coexistence, and the consequences of
playing god are explored in depth.

4. Genetic Shadows
This novel delves into the rise of genetic engineering companies prior to the events of Oryx and
Crake. It chronicles the ethical dilemmas faced by scientists and the corporate greed that accelerates
environmental decay. The story serves as a cautionary tale about humanity’s hubris and the loss of
natural balance.

5. The Crakers’ Tale
A narrative from the perspective of the Crakers, the bioengineered humanoid species introduced in
Oryx and Crake. The book explores their creation, innocence, and struggle to understand the
remnants of human civilization. It provides insight into themes of identity, innocence, and the



meaning of humanity.

6. Floodwaters: The God's Gardeners’ Chronicles
This companion book expands on the beliefs, rituals, and survival strategies of God's Gardeners, the
eco-religious group featured in The Year of the Flood. It blends spiritual reflection with practical
survival narratives in a collapsing world. The work highlights humanity’s search for meaning amid
destruction.

7. Aftermath: Life Beyond the Bioengineered Apocalypse
A speculative exploration of the world decades after the events of the Oryx and Crake trilogy. It
examines how new societies form from the ruins of the old, integrating technology and nature in
uncertain ways. The book reflects on resilience, adaptation, and the long-term effects of scientific
hubris.

8. Corporate Eden
Focusing on the corporate power structures that dominate the world before the apocalypse, this novel
reveals the cutthroat business tactics and scientific experiments that lead to ecological disaster. It
critiques capitalism and the commodification of life, providing a backdrop to the events in Oryx and
Crake.

9. The Last Garden
A story centered on a hidden sanctuary where a few humans try to preserve Earth’s original
biodiversity amid widespread genetic manipulation. It explores themes of hope, loss, and the struggle
between natural and artificial life. The book complements the Oryx and Crake setting by emphasizing
the importance of conservation.

Oryx And Crake Setting
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  oryx and crake setting: From Solidarity to Schisms Cara Cilano, 2009 Explores the effects the
evens to September 11, 2001 and their aftermath have had on fiction and film outside of the United
States. This collection illustrates how 9/11 was global without using simple categorizations.
  oryx and crake setting: Understanding Margaret Atwood Donna M. Bickford, 2023-08-31 A
timely, accessible introduction to Margaret Atwood's most recent novels and enduring themes In
2017, the Hulu adaptation of Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale introduced the acclaimed and
bestselling Canadian author to a new generation and reminded Atwood's long-established readers of
her uncanny prescience. Understanding Margaret Atwood provides an overview of the author's life,
descriptions and analyses of the key themes present in her most recent novels, signposts to the
connections and intertextual references between them, and attention to their critical reception.
Following a biographical overview, author Donna M. Bickford studies The Handmaid's Tale (1985)
and its sequel The Testaments (2019), retellings of The Odyssey in The Penelopiad (2005) and The
Tempest in Hag Seed (2016), the MaddAddam trilogy (2003, 2009, 2013), and The Heart Goes Last
(2015). Written in clear language and a style appropriate both for scholars and for new students of
Atwood, Bickford locates Atwood's recent works in the literary, political, and social context. Atwood
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is the author of more than fifty books of fiction, essays, and poetry, which have collectively sold more
than eight million copies worldwide; has received numerous awards and accolades, including
multiple Booker Prizes and a PEN Center USA Lifetime Achievement Award; and is a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Canada.
  oryx and crake setting: Disciplinary Literacy Connections to Popular Culture in K-12
Settings Haas, Leslie, Tussey, Jill, 2020-11-13 Literacy and popular culture are intrinsically linked
as forms of communication, entertainment, and education. Students are motivated to engage with
popular culture through a myriad of mediums for a variety of purposes. Utilizing popular culture to
bridge literacy concepts across content areas in K-12 settings offers a level playing field across
student groups and grade levels. As concepts around traditional literacy education evolve and
become more culturally responsive, the connections between popular culture and disciplinary
literacy must be explored. Disciplinary Literacy Connections to Popular Culture in K-12 Settings is
an essential publication that explores a conceptual framework around pedagogical connections to
popular culture. While highlighting a broad range of topics including academic creativity,
interdisciplinary storytelling, and skill development, this book is ideally designed for educators,
curriculum developers, instructional designers, administrative officials, policymakers, researchers,
academicians, and students.
  oryx and crake setting: Margaret Atwood Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities
Harold Bloom, 2014-05-14 Presents a collection of critical essays about the works of Margaret
Atwood.
  oryx and crake setting: Autistic-Coded Representation and Autism Stereotypes Martin Brick,
2024-04-01 Autistic-Coded Representation and Autism Stereotypes: Looking for the Spectrum takes
a fresh approach to examining autism representation in literature, film, and television by looking
particularly at characters who are not directly identified as falling on the Autism Spectrum. As
autism becomes an increasingly popular topic to explore in literature and visual media, it is
important that representations present people with autism as real humans with complex interior
lives. Too often autistic characters fall into broad stereotypes – victims, villains, fools, or heroes –
and autism emerges as the defining aspect of their personality. This book looks at autistic-coded
characters, both classic and contemporary, to examine the benefits of looking for the spectrum in
characters not explicitly labeled. Autistic audiences see a diverse and fully fleshed representation of
themselves and neurotypical audiences gain a greater understanding of ASD though exposure to
characters who defy stereotypes.
  oryx and crake setting: Literary Representations of Pandemics, Epidemics and Pestilence
Nishi Pulugurtha, 2022-12-23 Disease, pestilence and contagion have been an integral component of
human lives and stories. This book explores the articulations and representations of the vulnerability
of life or the trauma of death in literature about epidemics both from India and around the world.
This book critically engages with stories and narratives that have dealt with pandemics or epidemics
in the past and in contemporary times to see how these texts present human life coming to terms
with upheaval, fear and uncertainty. Set in various places and times, the literature examined in this
book explores the themes of human suffering and resilience, inequality, corruption, the ruin of
civilizations and the rituals of grief and remembrance. The chapters in this volume cover a wide
spatio-temporal trajectory analysing the writings of Fakir Mohan Senapati and Suryakant Tripathi
Nirala, Jack London, Albert Camus, Margaret Atwood, Sarat Chand, Pandita Ramabai and Christina
Sweeney-Baird, among others. It gives readers a glimpse into both grounded and fantastical realities
where disease and death clash with human psychology and where philosophy, politics and social
values are critiqued and problematized. This book will be of interest to students of English
literature, social science, gender studies, cultural studies, psychology, society, politics and
philosophy. General readers too will find this exciting as it covers authors from across the world.
  oryx and crake setting: Posthumanism and Literary Insights: A Critical Introduction Nikhilesh
Dhar, Bapin Mallick, 2025-08-29 The volume delves into the provocative terrain of escape as a mode
of resistance. Through a diverse array of studies encompassing political theology and artificial



intelligence, the author navigates the philosophical landscape of exiting established forms of
knowledge and practices. Drawing from a rich tapestry of Western thought—from Carl Schmitt and
St. Augustine to Bernard Stiegler and Antonio Negri—the volume engages deeply with the notion of
forging new pathways beyond existing political paradigms. The chapters present a fresh perspective
on the dynamics of political transformation, urging readers to reconsider conventional boundaries
and embrace innovative approaches to social change. By examining the intersections of philosophy,
politics, and technology, it invites readers to contemplate profound questions about liberation,
creativity, and the potential for radical societal renewal. It is an essential reading for scholars,
activists, and anyone intrigued by the philosophical underpinnings of resistance and the quest for
new horizons in political theory and practice.
  oryx and crake setting: Science, Gender and History Suparna Banerjee, 2015-01-12 The first
substantial study comparing Mary Shelley and Margaret Atwood, this book examines a selection of
the speculative/fantastic novels of these two influential writers from the perspectives of
contemporary feminist, postcolonial and science studies. Situating her readings at the troubled
intersections of science, gender and history(-making), Banerjee juxtaposes Shelley’s Frankenstein
and The Last Man with Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale and Oryx and Crake in a way that respects
historical difference while convincingly suggesting a tradition of ongoing socio-political critique in
the work of women writers of the fantastic over the past two centuries. She offers insightful fresh
readings of Shelley and Atwood, bringing out how the cognate values of technoscience and
capitalistic imperialism work in tandem to foster oppressive gender ideologies, social inequity and
environmental ruin. Banerjee explores how Shelley and Atwood levy powerful critiques of both
positivist, masculinist science and the politico-economic proclivities of their respective times,
engaging, in the process, with the meaning of the (post)human, the cultural impact of male
(Romantic) egotism and the public/private division, the colonial impulse and its modern day
counterpart, the patriarchal ideologies of ‘love’ and motherhood, and the sexual-politics of official
historiography. Combining lively, creative scholarship with theoretical rigour, the book offers a
nuanced study of the ways in which Shelley’s and Atwood’s novels each take critical aim at some of
the conventional oppositions—nature/culture, masculine/feminine, reason/emotion, art/science—that
have since long defined our lives in western technoculture. The book re-opens the ‘two-cultures’
debate, suggesting that Shelley’s and Atwood’s futuristic visions posit humanistic education and art
as the ‘saving graces’ that might counter the schisms and reductionism innate to the
technocapitalistic world view. One highlight of the book is the way the author goes beyond a strong
critical consensus on Frankenstein and reads the novel not as a denunciation of technological
violation of nature but as a subversion of the thematic itself of Nature versus Culture. Similar
innovative interpretations are offered on the gender question in The Last Man, and on Atwood’s
engagement with ‘feminist mothering’ in Oryx and Crake.
  oryx and crake setting: Conceptualising the Global in the Wake of the Postmodern Joel
Evans, 2019-03-28 Identifies a return to figurations of the totality in contemporary literature, theory
and culture.
  oryx and crake setting: The Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century Fiction, 3 Volume Set
Brian W. Shaffer, 2011-01-18 This Encyclopedia offers an indispensable reference guide to
twentieth-century fiction in the English-language. With nearly 500 contributors and over one million
words, it is the most comprehensive and authoritative reference guide to twentieth-century fiction in
the English language. Contains over 500 entries of 1000-3000 words written in lucid, jargon-free
prose, by an international cast of leading scholars Arranged in three volumes covering British and
Irish Fiction, American Fiction, and World Fiction, with each volume edited by a leading scholar in
the field Entries cover major writers (such as Saul Bellow, Raymond Chandler, John Steinbeck,
Virginia Woolf, A.S. Byatt, Samual Beckett, D.H. Lawrence, Zadie Smith, Salman Rushdie, V.S.
Naipaul, Nadine Gordimer, Alice Munro, Chinua Achebe, J.M. Coetzee, and Ngûgî Wa Thiong’o) and
their key works Examines the genres and sub-genres of fiction in English across the twentieth
century (including crime fiction, Sci-Fi, chick lit, the noir novel, and the avant-garde novel) as well



as the major movements, debates, and rubrics within the field, such as censorship, globalization,
modernist fiction, fiction and the film industry, and the fiction of migration, diaspora, and exile
  oryx and crake setting: Frankenstein revisited Miriam Borham Puyal, 2018-12-17 Este
volumen busca reivindicar el legado de Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley y celebrar los doscientos años
de la publicación de su obra maestra, Frankenstein o el Moderno Prometeo (1818). Para ello, expone
la permeabilidad del mito del científico y su criatura a través de una serie en ensayos que exploran
adaptaciones contemporáneas en diversos medios (literatura, cine, televisión, videojuegos, YouTube)
que demuestran la relevancia de Frankenstein en nuestros días. Los capítulos permiten al lector
conocer las reescrituras populares del teatro del siglo XIX y su impacto en la ficción cinematográfica
más reciente; descubrir la influencia de Shelley sobre otras escritoras con un inmenso legado, como
es Margaret Atwood; reconocer las distintas apropiaciones del mito en los videojuegos y su
reescritura en nuevos formatos audiovisuales; y, finalmente, mostrar cómo la intertextualidad con la
novela de Shelley permite enriquecer narrativas que quizá parezcan más lejanas a simple vista. Este
es, pues, un volumen esencial para quienes se interesen por las reescrituras contemporáneas del
mito, con especial énfasis en la cultura popular o las nuevas plataformas de creación. Borham Puyal,
Miriam (ed.). Frankestein revisited : the legacy of Mary Shelley’s masterpiece.
  oryx and crake setting: Breathing No More: Unveiling Air's Story in Literature Nichole Glover,
2025-03-20 In this book, we delve into the fascinating realm of literature and explore a topic that
affects us all: air pollution. We uncover the intriguing ways in which this environmental issue has
been portrayed in various literary works over the years. Through an examination of classic novels,
poetry, and contemporary writings, we delve deep into the ominous presence of polluted air and its
impact on characters, settings, and themes. With a thought-provoking approach, we analyze the
ways in which authors highlight the consequences of air pollution, both on the natural world and
human lives. Join us on this literary journey as we uncover the powerful narratives that breathe life
into the topic of air pollution and explore the profound connections between literature and our
shared environment.
  oryx and crake setting: Popular Culture and Legal Pluralism Wendy A Adams, 2016-06-17
Drawing upon theories of critical legal pluralism and psychological theories of narrative identity, this
book argues for an understanding of popular culture as legal authority, unmediated by translation
into state law. In narrating our identities, we draw upon collective cultural narratives, and our
narrative/nomos obligational selves become the nexus for law and popular culture as mutually
constitutive discourse. The author demonstrates the efficacy and desirability of applying a pluralist
legal analysis to examine a much broader scope of subject matter than is possible through the
restricted perspective of state law alone. The study considers whether presumptively illegal acts
might actually be instances of a re-imagined, alternative legality, and the concomitant implications.
As an illustrative example, works of critical dystopia and the beliefs and behaviours of
eco/animal-terrorists can be understood as shared narrative and normative commitments that
constitute law just as fully as does the state when it legislates and adjudicates. This book will be of
great interest to academics and scholars of law and popular culture, as well as those involved in
interdisciplinary work in legal pluralism.
  oryx and crake setting: Beyond Explicit Helen Hester, 2014-02-01 Develops a novel
characterization of the pornographic as a cultural concept. This original contribution to porn studies
aims to interrogate previously untheorized changes in contemporary understandings of the
pornographic. Helen Hester argues that the words �porn� and �pornographic� are currently being
applied to an ever-expanding range of material and that this change in language usage reflects a
wider shift in perception. She suggests that we are witnessing a seemingly paradoxical move away
from sex within contemporary understandings of porn, as a range of other factors come to influence
the concept. Using examples from media, literature, and culture, and discussing the rise of notions
such as �torture porn� and �misery porn,� Hester�s argument ranges from sexually explicit German
novels and British policy documents to a discussion of the differences between European and
American editions of pornographic films. She concludes that four factors in particular�transgression,



intensity, prurience, and authenticity�can be seen to influence the way that we think about porn.
  oryx and crake setting: Confronting Visuality in Multi-Ethnic Women’s Writing A. Laflen,
2014-08-07 Considering new perspectives on writers such as Toni Morrison, Margaret Atwood, and
Louise Erdrich, Confronting Visuality in Multi-ethnic Women's Writing traces a cross-cultural
tradition in which contemporary female writers situate images of women within larger contexts of
visuality.
  oryx and crake setting: The Emancipatory Project of Posthumanism Erika Cudworth, Stephen
Hobden, 2017-08-29 This is the first book to make the argument for an emancipatory project from
within a posthuman framework. Responding to critics, Cudworth and Hobden argue that while some
posthumanisms may be less critical, it is possible to develop a political programme from a
posthuman perspective. Cudworth and Hobden develop such issues by addressing the following
questions: How have ideas about emancipation been developed, and does the notion of emancipation
still hold relevance for the contemporary world order? Is it possible to have a non-Utopian form of
emancipation? What are the implications of differing posthuman/new materialist viewpoints for an
emancipatory project? In a world typified by complexity, how is it possible to pursue political
projects? The chapters consider various interpretations of the term ‘emancipation’, looking at work
that has appeared within the posthumanist framework such as Bruno Latour, William Connolly, and
Jane Bennett. The authors develop their own account of posthumanism, demonstrating how it avoids
the problems that have been found within this framework, and considering the possibilities for
emancipatory projects and public policy. It will be of great interest to postgraduates and scholars of
International Relations, Political Theory, Environmental Studies, and Sociology.
  oryx and crake setting: The Cambridge Companion to Margaret Atwood Coral Ann Howells,
2006-03-30 Margaret Atwood's international celebrity has given a new visibility to Canadian
literature in English. This Companion provides a comprehensive critical account of Atwood's writing
across the wide range of genres within which she has worked for the past forty years, while paying
attention to her Canadian cultural context and the multiple dimensions of her celebrity. The main
concern is with Atwood the writer, but there is also Atwood the media star and public performer,
cultural critic, environmentalist and human rights spokeswoman, social and political satirist, and
mythmaker. This immensely varied profile is addressed in a series of chapters which cover
biographical, textual, and contextual issues. The Introduction contains an analysis of dominant
trends in Atwood criticism since the 1970s, while the essays by twelve leading international Atwood
critics represent the wide range of different perspectives in current Atwood scholarship.
  oryx and crake setting: Living in Critical Zones Jennifer Eadie, Stephen Muecke, 2025-10-17
This volume develops the concepts and methods of Critical Zone Analysis in the South Asia context.
Critical Zone Analysis is a new way for the humanities to recompose narratives to do with climate
change and other critical environmental problems through literature, the sciences, and science and
technology studies. Extending the legacy of Bruno Latour, the diverse contributors in this book
demonstrate that scholars of southern Asia have much to offer the environmental humanities during
this conjuncture where the modernist conceptual architectures are falling apart under the pressure
from threatening future scenarios. Certainties about western versions of progress are challenged in
this book not only by material planetary limitations but also by decolonizing assertions about
alternative modernities and territorially sustainable ways of life among Indigenous peoples. Part of
the Critical Interventions in Theory and Praxis series, this book will be an essential read for scholars
and researchers of environmental humanities, climate change, sociology, literature, science,
feminism, gender studies, and South Asian studies.
  oryx and crake setting: New Perspectives on Dystopian Fiction in Literature and Other
Media Saija Isomaa, Jyrki Korpua, Jouni Teittinen, 2020-08-27 This collection of essays examines
various forms of dystopian fiction in literature, television, and digital games. It frames the timely
trend of dystopian fiction as a thematic field that accommodates several genres from societal
dystopia to apocalyptic narratives and climate fiction, many of them examining the hazards of
science and technology to human societies and the ecosystem. These are genres of the



Anthropocene par excellence, capturing the dilemmas of the human condition in the current,
increasingly precarious epoch. The essays offer new interpretations of classical and contemporary
works, including the canonised prose of Orwell, Atwood and Cormac McCarthy, modern pop culture
classics like Battlestar Galactica, Fallout and Hunger Games, and the work of Johanna Sinisalo, a
pioneer of Finnish speculative fiction. From Thomas Pynchon to Watership Down, the volume’s
multifaceted approach offers fresh perspectives to those already familiar with existing research, but
it is no less accessible for newcomers to the ever-expanding field of dystopian studies.
  oryx and crake setting: Climate Change in Popular Culture James Craig Holte, 2022-06-17
An invaluable resource for general readers investigating climate change, this book examines the
impact of climate change on popular culture and analyzes how writers and directors treat the
disasters caused by climate change in their novels and films. Climate Change in Popular Culture: A
Warming World in the American Imagination is the first study that includes analyses of both fiction
and popular nonfiction works devoted to climate change. In addition, the book examines a number of
classic works from the perspective of the growing field of climate change literature and includes a
brief history of climate change science as well basic scientific definitions, all intended for general
readers. The text provides an introduction to the science, politics, and economics of climate change.
It also includes both historical overviews and potential probable futures projected by leading climate
scientists and environmental writers. In addition, the text looks at how such creative writers and
directors as Margaret Atwood, John Steinbeck, Paulo Bacigalupi, Kim Stanley Robinson, T. C. Boyle,
Michael Crichton, and Octavia Butler, among others, have used the disasters caused by climate
change in their work.
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East. They are large antelopes with long, spear-like horns — with the Gemsbok (Oryx gazella) being
the largest of the oryx
Oryx (Antelope) Facts, Diet & Habitat Information - Animal Corner Oryx are herbivores and
feed in the early morning and late afternoon. Their diet consists of thick leaves, melons, rough grass
and thorny shrubs. They also dig for tubers and roots in the
Oryx (website) - Wikipedia Oryx, or Oryxspioenkop, is a Dutch open-source intelligence defence
analysis website [1][2] and warfare research group. [3] According to Oryx, the term spionkop



(Afrikaans for "spy hill")
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