
peter frankopan silk roads

peter frankopan silk roads refers to the groundbreaking work of historian Peter Frankopan, who reexamined the
historical significance of the Silk Roads in his influential book, "The Silk Roads: A New History of the World."
This comprehensive narrative reshapes our understanding of global history by emphasizing the central role of
the Silk Roads, the vast network of trade routes connecting East and West. Frankopan highlights the
economic, cultural, and political exchanges that took place along these routes, which shaped civilizations
and influenced the course of history. This article explores Peter Frankopan’s interpretation of the Silk Roads,
their historical context, the impact on global dynamics, and the relevance of his work in contemporary
scholarship. The discussion also delves into key themes such as the revival of the Silk Roads in modern
geopolitics and the interdisciplinary approach Frankopan uses to retell world history from a Eurasian
perspective.
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The Silk Roads’ Impact on Global Trade and Culture
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Overview of Peter Frankopan’s Silk Roads

Peter Frankopan’s work on the Silk Roads represents a paradigm shift in historical scholarship. His book,
published in 2015, challenges Eurocentric narratives by placing the Silk Roads at the center of global history.
Frankopan argues that rather than being peripheral trade routes, the Silk Roads were pivotal corridors of
commerce, religion, and diplomacy. His research draws on a wide array of sources, including historical texts,
archaeological findings, and economic data, to provide a holistic view of the interconnectedness of
civilizations from China to the Mediterranean.

Reframing World History

Frankopan’s approach reframes world history by emphasizing the importance of the East and the central role of
Central Asia as the crossroads of the Silk Roads. This perspective highlights the exchange of goods such as
silk, spices, precious metals, and ideas including religion and technology. It also focuses on the influence of
empires like the Persians, Mongols, and Byzantines in shaping the trajectory of history through their control
and facilitation of Silk Road trade.

Methodology and Sources

Utilizing a multidisciplinary approach, Frankopan combines historical narrative with insights from
archaeology, geography, and economics. His methodology involves synthesizing diverse historical accounts
from multiple cultures, which allows for a richer and more nuanced understanding of the Silk Roads’
complexity and reach throughout different eras.



Historical Context and Importance of the Silk Roads

The Silk Roads were an extensive network of trade routes that connected East Asia with the Mediterranean
world from around 2nd century BCE until the 15th century CE. They facilitated not only the exchange of
luxurious goods like silk and spices but also the transmission of ideas, religions, and technologies. The routes
spanned deserts, mountains, and seas, linking diverse cultures and economies across Eurasia.

Origins and Development

The Silk Roads originated during the Han Dynasty in China when the Chinese sought to expand trade to the
West. These routes developed over centuries, adapting to geopolitical changes and the rise and fall of empires.
Key nodes along the routes included cities like Samarkand, Bukhara, and Constantinople, which became bustling
centers of commerce and cultural exchange.

Trade and Cultural Exchange

Trade along the Silk Roads was not limited to material goods. The routes enabled the spread of religions such
as Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity, as well as scientific knowledge, artistic motifs, and technological
innovations like papermaking and gunpowder. This cultural diffusion played a critical role in shaping
civilizations across continents.

Key Themes in Frankopan’s Interpretation

Peter Frankopan’s analysis introduces several key themes that deepen our understanding of the Silk Roads and
their historical significance. These themes challenge traditional historical perspectives and emphasize the
complexity of global interactions facilitated by these routes.

The Centrality of Geography

Frankopan underscores the importance of geography in shaping historical trajectories. The Silk Roads’ location
in Central Asia positioned the region as a hub for exchange and power struggles. The geography influenced
political alliances, economic strategies, and cultural interactions, making it a vital area for world history.

Interconnectedness of Civilizations

One of the central themes is the interconnectedness of distant civilizations through the Silk Roads. Frankopan
highlights how events in one region often had ripple effects across the entire network, illustrating the early
foundations of globalization and interdependence among societies.

The Role of Empires and Traders

Empires such as the Mongol Empire played a significant role in securing and expanding the Silk Roads, facilitating
trade and cultural exchange on an unprecedented scale. Traders, both official and informal, were instrumental
in maintaining the flow of goods and ideas, often acting as cultural intermediaries.



The Silk Roads’ Impact on Global Trade and Culture

The Silk Roads had a profound and lasting impact on the development of global trade networks and cultural
landscapes. Frankopan’s work sheds light on the dynamic interactions that shaped the economic and cultural
fabric of multiple regions.

Economic Significance

The Silk Roads were crucial for the economic prosperity of many regions by enabling the flow of valuable
commodities. The demand for silk, spices, and precious metals stimulated production, technological innovation,
and urban development along the routes.

Cultural and Religious Exchange

Alongside trade, the Silk Roads facilitated the spread of major world religions and cultural practices.
Artistic styles, languages, and philosophical ideas traveled these routes, influencing societies far from their
points of origin and fostering a rich tapestry of cultural diversity.

Technological and Scientific Diffusion

The transmission of technologies such as papermaking, printing, and navigational tools occurred via the Silk
Roads. This diffusion accelerated scientific progress and helped lay the groundwork for future advancements in
various civilizations.

Modern Relevance of the Silk Roads and Frankopan’s Work

The legacy of the Silk Roads continues to influence contemporary geopolitics, economics, and cultural
understanding. Peter Frankopan’s scholarship has revived interest in these ancient routes and their enduring
significance in a modern context.

Revival through Modern Initiatives

Modern projects such as China’s Belt and Road Initiative seek to revive and expand the Silk Roads for
contemporary trade and infrastructure development. These initiatives highlight the continued strategic
importance of Eurasia as a hub for global connectivity.

Academic and Cultural Impact

Frankopan’s reinterpretation has inspired new academic research and public interest in the history of the Silk
Roads. His work encourages a more inclusive view of world history, acknowledging the contributions of
Central Asia and other regions traditionally marginalized in Western narratives.

Lessons for Global Interconnectedness

The Silk Roads exemplify the benefits and challenges of global interconnectedness, providing valuable lessons
about cultural exchange, economic interdependence, and diplomatic relations in a globalized world.



Comprehensive historical revisionism by Peter Frankopan

Multidisciplinary approach combining history, archaeology, and economics

Geopolitical and cultural significance of Central Asia

Economic, religious, and technological exchanges along the Silk Roads

Modern geopolitical relevance and revival of Silk Road routes

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter Frankopan?

Peter Frankopan is a British historian and author, best known for his work on the history of the Silk Roads.

What is the main focus of Peter Frankopan's book 'The Silk Roads'?

'The Silk Roads' focuses on the history and significance of the trade routes connecting the East and West,
highlighting their role in shaping global history.

Why are the Silk Roads important according to Peter Frankopan?

According to Peter Frankopan, the Silk Roads were crucial for the exchange of goods, culture, ideas, and
technology, influencing the development of civilizations across Asia, Europe, and beyond.

How does Peter Frankopan's perspective on the Silk Roads differ from
traditional Western history?

Frankopan shifts the historical focus from a Eurocentric narrative to a more Asia-centered perspective,
emphasizing the importance of the East and the Silk Roads in world history.

What are some key themes in Peter Frankopan's 'The Silk Roads'?

Key themes include trade, cultural exchange, the rise and fall of empires, the spread of religions, and the
interconnectedness of different regions through the Silk Roads.

Has Peter Frankopan written any follow-up works to 'The Silk Roads'?

Yes, Peter Frankopan has written follow-up books such as 'The New Silk Roads' that explore contemporary
geopolitical shifts and the ongoing importance of these trade routes.

How has Peter Frankopan's work on the Silk Roads influenced modern
understanding of global history?

Frankopan's work has broadened the understanding of global history by highlighting the central role of the Silk
Roads and encouraging a more interconnected and multi-regional view of historical developments.



Additional Resources
1. The Silk Roads: A New History of the World by Peter Frankopan
This seminal work by Peter Frankopan reorients the traditional Eurocentric narrative of world history by
focusing on the importance of the Silk Roads. It explores how the interconnected trade routes across Asia and
beyond shaped civilizations, economies, and cultures over millennia. The book highlights the central role of the
East in global history, emphasizing the exchange of goods, ideas, and religions.

2. The Silk Roads: Peoples, Cultures, Landscapes edited by Susan Whitfield
This richly illustrated collection offers a multidisciplinary perspective on the Silk Roads, combining
archaeology, history, and art history. It delves into the diverse peoples and cultures that thrived along these
routes, showcasing the landscapes they inhabited and the cultural exchanges that occurred. The book provides
a comprehensive overview of the Silk Roads' impact on human civilization.

3. Silk Roads: Highways of Culture and Commerce by Valerie Hansen
Valerie Hansen’s book provides a detailed narrative of the Silk Roads’ development and their role in facilitating
cultural and commercial exchange between East and West. It challenges myths and misconceptions, presenting
evidence from archaeological discoveries and historical sources. The author emphasizes the dynamic nature of
these routes and their significance in world history.

4. The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction by James A. Millward
This concise introduction offers a clear and accessible overview of the Silk Road’s history and significance.
Millward covers the origins, development, and eventual decline of these trade networks, highlighting their role
in connecting diverse cultures. The book is ideal for readers seeking a brief yet informative primer on the subject.

5. Empires of the Silk Road: A History of Central Eurasia from the Bronze Age to the Present by Christopher I.
Beckwith
Beckwith’s comprehensive history explores the rise and fall of empires along the Silk Road, focusing on Central
Eurasia as a crucial crossroads. The book traces the political, cultural, and economic transformations that
shaped the region over thousands of years. It provides valuable context for understanding the broader
significance of the Silk Roads.

6. Silk Roads: Peoples, Cultures, Landscapes by Susan Whitfield
This volume offers a richly detailed exploration of the Silk Roads, emphasizing the diversity of the peoples,
cultures, and landscapes involved. Through essays and visual materials, it highlights the complex interactions
and exchanges that occurred across these vast networks. The book serves as both a scholarly resource and
an engaging introduction to the topic.

7. The Silk Road in World History by Xinru Liu
Xinru Liu presents a global history of the Silk Road, emphasizing its role in facilitating trade, cultural
exchange, and the spread of ideas. The book covers a wide temporal and geographic span, illustrating how the
Silk Roads connected distant societies. It also discusses the impact of the Silk Roads on the development of
religions, technologies, and economies.

8. Along the Silk Road: A Journey Beyond Borders by Jonathan Tucker
This travelogue combines historical insight with first-hand experiences along the modern remnants of the Silk
Road routes. Tucker explores the contemporary cultures, landscapes, and challenges faced by the people living
along these ancient pathways. The book offers a vivid and personal perspective on the enduring legacy of the
Silk Roads.

9. The Silk Road: Two Thousand Years in the Heart of Asia by Frances Wood
Frances Wood's book provides a comprehensive account of the Silk Road’s history, focusing on its role as a
conduit for trade, culture, and ideas across Asia. It covers key historical periods and highlights important
figures and events associated with the routes. The narrative is enriched with illustrations and maps, making it
accessible and engaging for a broad audience.
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  peter frankopan silk roads: The New Silk Roads Peter Frankopan, 2019-03-26 From the
bestselling author of The Silk Roads comes an updated, timely, and visionary book about the
dramatic and profound changes our world is undergoing right now—as seen from the perspective of
the rising powers of the East. All roads used to lead to Rome. Today they lead to Beijing. So argues
Peter Frankopan in this revelatory new book. In the age of Brexit and Trump, the West is buffeted by
the tides of isolationism and fragmentation. Yet to the East, this is a moment of optimism as a new
network of relationships takes shape along the ancient trade routes. In The New Silk Roads, Peter
Frankopan takes us on an eye-opening journey through the region, from China's breathtaking
infrastructure investments to the flood of trade deals among Central Asian republics to the growing
rapprochement between Turkey and Russia. This important book asks us to put aside our
preconceptions and see the world from a new—and ultimately hopeful—perspective.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The New Silk Roads Peter Frankopan, 2019 From the
bestselling author of The Silk Roads comes an updated, timely, and visionary book about the
dramatic and profound changes our world is undergoing right now--as seen from the perspective of
the rising powers of the East. All roads used to lead to Rome. Today they lead to Beijing. So argues
Peter Frankopan in this revelatory new book. In the age of Brexit and Trump, the West is buffeted by
the tides of isolationism and fragmentation. Yet to the East, this is a moment of optimism as a new
network of relationships takes shape along the ancient trade routes. In The New Silk Roads, Peter
Frankopan takes us on an eye-opening journey through the region, from China's breathtaking
infrastructure investments to the flood of trade deals among Central Asian republics to the growing
rapprochement between Turkey and Russia. This important book asks us to put aside our
preconceptions and see the world from a new--and ultimately hopeful--perspective.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Silk Roads Peter Frankopan, 2019-01-08 Set your sails east
with this stunningly original new history of the world. Peter Frankopan explores the connections
made by people, trade, disease, war, religion, adventure, science and technology in this
extraordinary book about how the east married the west with a remarkable voyage at its heart – the
journey along the Silk Roads. From ancient world laws laid down by King Hammurabi and the
mighty Persian empire, to terrifying huns, the rise of Europe, two world wars and politics today, The
Silk Roads moves through time and history sewing together the threads from different peoples,
empires and continents into a phenomenal history of the globe. With stories from each and every
corner of society, Frankopan's magnificent retelling of his literary triumph The Silk Roads,
sumptuously illustrated by Neil Packer, is a must-have world history.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Silk Roads Peter Frankopan, 2016-02-16 INTERNATIONAL
BESTSELLER • Far more than a history of the Silk Roads, this book is truly a revelatory new history
of the world, promising to destabilize notions of where we come from and where we are headed
next. A rare book that makes you question your assumptions about the world.” —The Wall Street
Journal From the Middle East and its political instability to China and its economic rise, the vast
region stretching eastward from the Balkans across the steppe and South Asia has been thrust into
the global spotlight in recent years. Frankopan teaches us that to understand what is at stake for the
cities and nations built on these intricate trade routes, we must first understand their astounding
pasts. Frankopan realigns our understanding of the world, pointing us eastward. It was on the Silk
Roads that East and West first encountered each other through trade and conquest, leading to the
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spread of ideas, cultures and religions. From the rise and fall of empires to the spread of Buddhism
and the advent of Christianity and Islam, right up to the great wars of the twentieth century—this
book shows how the fate of the West has always been inextricably linked to the East. Also available:
The New Silk Roads, a timely exploration of the dramatic and profound changes our world is
undergoing right now—as seen from the perspective of the rising powers of the East.
  peter frankopan silk roads: Summary of Peter Frankopan's The Silk Roads Milkyway Media,
2024-02-06 Get the Summary of Peter Frankopan's The Silk Roads in 20 minutes. Please note: This is
a summary & not the original book. The Silk Roads by Peter Frankopan explores the historical
significance of the trade routes connecting Asia, Europe, and Africa. It begins with the early
civilizations of Babylon and Mohenjo-Daro, highlighting the Persian Empire's influence and the
spread of trade during the Han dynasty. The book details the exchange of goods, ideas, and religions
along these routes, including the spread of Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam...
  peter frankopan silk roads: Great Power Clashes along the Maritime Silk Road Grant
Frederick Rhode, 2023-10-15 Current concerns in maritime Eurasia are centered on rising powers
China and India. By way of background to understanding the current regional great power rivalry
within maritime Eurasia, this book asks what we can learn from historic Eurasian maritime
geopolitical players and their interactions that will inform and enlighten today’s international
relations practitioners. Great Power Clashes along the Maritime Silk Road examines three seminal
historical cases of maritime clashes in the China Seas, four in the Indian Ocean, and one in the
eastern Mediterranean Sea. Each of these is an example of local or regional conflict reflecting the
circumstances of time and place. The cases have been chosen to provide a comparative framework
of significant premodern maritime clashes distributed along the full Eurasian maritime perimeter.
Lessons include understanding struggles between continental and maritime powers in Eurasia, and
understanding the decisive impact that naval leadership, intelligence, technology, alliances, and
identity have had in the past and will have on the future.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Earth Transformed Peter Frankopan, 2023-04-18 A NEW
YORKER BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR • A revolutionary new history that reveals how climate change
has dramatically shaped the development—and demise—of civilizations across time *The ebook
edition now includes endnotes. Anyone who purchased the book previously can re-download this
updated edition and access the notes.* Global warming is one of the greatest dangers mankind faces
today. Even as temperatures increase, sea levels rise, and natural disasters escalate, our current
environmental crisis feels difficult to predict and understand. But climate change and its effects on
us are not new. In a bold narrative that spans centuries and continents, Peter Frankopan argues that
nature has always played a fundamental role in the writing of history. From the fall of the Moche
civilization in South America that came about because of the cyclical pressures of El Niño to volcanic
eruptions in Iceland that affected Egypt and helped bring the Ottoman empire to its knees, climate
change and its influences have always been with us. Frankopan explains how the Vikings emerged
thanks to catastrophic crop failure, why the roots of regime change in eleventh-century Baghdad lay
in the collapse of cotton prices resulting from unusual climate patterns, and why the western
expansion of the frontiers in North America was directly affected by solar flare activity in the
eighteenth century. Again and again, Frankopan shows that when past empires have failed to act
sustainably, they have been met with catastrophe. Blending brilliant historical writing and
cutting-edge scientific research, The Earth Transformed will radically reframe the way we look at
the world and our future.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Silken Thread Robert N. Wiedenmann, J. Ray Fisher, 2021
Insects are seldom mentioned when we discuss human history, yet they significantly shaped today's
societies. In this book, entomologists Robert N. Wiedenmann and J. Ray Fisher take readers through
the unique stories of five insects that have shaped history: silk moths, rat fleas, lice, fever mosquitos,
and honey bees.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Matter of History Timothy J. LeCain, 2017-09-11 The Matter
of History links the history of people with the history of things through a bold new materialist theory



of the past.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Silk Roads Peter Frankopan, 2019-01-08 Set your sails east
with this stunningly original new history of the world. Peter Frankopan explores the connections
made by people, trade, disease, war, religion, adventure, science and technology in this
extraordinary book about how the east married the west with a remarkable voyage at its heart – the
journey along the Silk Roads. From ancient world laws laid down by King Hammurabi and the
mighty Persian empire, to terrifying huns, the rise of Europe, two world wars and politics today, The
Silk Roads moves through time and history sewing together the threads from different peoples,
empires and continents into a phenomenal history of the globe. With stories from each and every
corner of society, Frankopan's magnificent retelling of his literary triumph The Silk Roads,
sumptuously illustrated by Neil Packer, is a must-have world history.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Golden Road William Dalrymple, 2025-04-29 The
internationally bestselling author of The Anarchy returns with a sparkling, soaring history of ideas,
tracing South Asia's under-recognized role in producing the world as we know it. For a millennium
and a half, India was a confident exporter of its diverse civilization, creating around it a vast empire
of ideas. Indian art, religions, technology, astronomy, music, dance, literature, mathematics and
mythology blazed a trail across the world, along a Golden Road that stretched from the Red Sea to
the Pacific. In The Golden Road, William Dalrymple draws from a lifetime of scholarship to highlight
India's oft-forgotten position as the heart of ancient Eurasia. For the first time, he gives a name to
this spread of Indian ideas that transformed the world. From the largest Hindu temple in the world
at Angkor Wat to the Buddhism of China, from the trade that helped fund the Roman Empire to the
creation of the numerals we use today (including zero), India transformed the culture and
technology of its ancient world – and our world today as we know it.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Making of Eurasia Moritz Pieper, 2021-09-09 The Making
of Eurasia investigates the multi-layered spectrum of China and Russia's Eurasian policies towards
each other, ranging from competition to cooperation, as well as the role of regional actors in
between. The book examines the impact of and responses to the dynamic Sino-Russian interaction in
the wake of China's Belt and Road initiative, focusing on the selected case studies of Kazakhstan,
Mongolia and Uzbekistan, but also on inter-regional implications across the Eurasian space. With
China's imprint on inter-regional politics and ambition to make a distinctive Chinese contribution to
'globalization' and Russia's vision of a 'Greater Eurasia' in which Moscow stakes out a place for itself
as an indispensable power, other regional actors adopt policies that respond to and co-shape the
resulting centrifugal forces. Meanwhile, power shifts are underway on a global plane, as the
normative divide between Russia and the West has widened, and as the Sino-American rivalry is
intensifying. The book therefore also sheds light on the effects of Eurasian power shifts on global
governance in a context where global 'leadership' is contested, and in which the US and Europe are
re-defining their relationship not only towards a self-confident China but also towards each other. As
such, this study will provide valuable insight for students and scholars of Eurasian Asia Studies,
Foreign Policy Analysis, and International Relations at large.
  peter frankopan silk roads: An Introduction to World China Studies Zhan Wang, Yanhong
Chu, 2025-04-26 This book examines the seven key issues related to China, which have been
identified by experts over the past few centuries. The topics addressed include China's impact on
international discourse, the inheritance of Chinese civilization, the great divergence between
Chinese and Western histories, Kondratiev Cycle Theory, the socialist system and its future
prospects, the Chinese path to modernization, and the Belt and Road Initiative. The authors explore
these issues within the broader context of human civilization and the evolving global landscape,
offering systematic explanations for each topic and redefining the concepts of World China Studies.
  peter frankopan silk roads: Empires of Eurasia Jeffrey Mankoff, 2022-04-19 How the
collapse of empires helps explain the efforts of China, Iran, Russia, and Turkey to challenge the
international order “This is a must read to understand the backstory of conflicts from Crimea to
Xinjiang.”—Fiona Hill, author of There Is Nothing for You Here Eurasia’s major powers—China, Iran,



Russia, and Turkey—increasingly intervene across their borders while seeking to pull their smaller
neighbors more firmly into their respective orbits. While analysts have focused on the role of leaders
such as Vladimir Putin and Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in explaining this drive to dominate neighbors and
pull away from the Western-dominated international system, they have paid less attention to the role
of imperial legacies. Jeffrey Mankoff argues that what unites these contemporary Eurasian powers is
their status as heirs to vast terrestrial empires, whose collapse left all four states deeply entangled
with the lands and peoples along their peripheries but outside their formal borders. Today, they
have all found new opportunities to project power within and beyond their borders in patterns
shaped by their respective imperial pasts.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Bukharan Crisis Scott Levi, 2020-05-26 In the first half of
the eighteenth century, Central Asia’s Bukharan Khanate descended into a crisis from which it
would not recover. Bukharans suffered failed harvests and famine, a severe fiscal downturn,
invasions from the north and the south, rebellion, and then revolution. To date, efforts to identify the
cause of this crisis have focused on the assumption that the region became isolated from early
modern globalizing trends. The Bukharan Crisis exposes that explanation as a flawed relic of early
Orientalist scholarship on the region. In its place, Scott Levi identifies multiple causal factors that
underpinned the Bukharan crisis. Some of these were interrelated and some independent, some
unfolded over long periods while others shocked the region more abruptly, but they all converged in
the early eighteenth century to the detriment of the Bukharan Khanate and those dependent upon it.
Levi applies an integrative framework of analysis that repositions Central Asia in recent scholarship
on multiple themes in early modern Eurasian and world history
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Shortest History of Migration: When, Why, and How Humans
Move - From the Prehistoric Peopling of the Planet to Today and Tomorrow's Migrants (The Shortest
History Series) Ian Goldin, 2025-02-11 From the Silk Roads to the Berlin Wall, discover the
globe-turning history of human migration. “Provides essential context to one of today’s most
polarizing debates . . . engrossing and instructive—a must-read.”—Sir Richard Branson, founder of
the Virgin Group We are a species in motion—from the first steps of Homo sapiens across Africa to
America’s “melting pot.” And when we move—in search of better things, or against our will—our
beliefs and skills clash and combine, reshaping society time and again. In this visionary Shortest
History of Migration, Ian Goldin uncovers key moments of cultural exchange while carefully
examining empire, slavery, and war. Throughout, we meet famous explorers (Zheng He), exiles
(Pablo Neruda), and everyday people in extraordinary circumstances: a Jewish man saved by the
Kindertransport, a Japanese gardener who blossomed in Mexico City. Today, freedom of movement
is being curtailed, even as climate change and conflict mobilize people everywhere around the
world. Goldin reminds us that passports at every border are a modern invention (he traces the “birth
of big brother” to World War I), revealing the folly of trying to halt migration—and proposing
commonsense policy instead. A gripping chronicle of want and wanderlust, this is a moving portrait
of humanity—in every sense of the word. The Shortest History books deliver thousands of years of
history in one riveting, fast-paced read. #1 Bestseller in Human Geography and Emigration &
Immigration
  peter frankopan silk roads: Explaining, Interpreting, and Theorizing Religion and Myth
Nickolas P. Roubekas, Thomas Ryba, 2020-07-20 In Explaining, Interpreting, and Theorizing
Religion and Myth: Contributions in Honor of Robert A. Segal, nineteen renowned scholars offer a
collection of essays addressing the persisting question of how to approach religion and myth as
academic categories. Taking their cue from the work of Robert A. Segal, they discuss how to
theorize about religion and myth from a variety of disciplinary perspectives. With cases from ancient
Greece and Mesopotamia to East Asia and the modern world by and large, and engaging with
diverse disciplines such as psychology, philosophy, anthropology, history, film, theology, and
religious studies among others, the volume establishes a synthesis that demonstrates the
pervasiveness as well as the pitfalls of the categories “religion” and “myth” in the world.
Contributors are: Douglas Allen, Fiona Bowie, Dexter E. Callender, Jr., Laura Feldt, José Manuel



Losada, William Hansen, Raya A. Jones, Roderick Main, Jon Mills, Henry Munson, Angus Nicholls,
Daniel L. Pals, Lukas Pokorny, Bryan S. Rennie, Ivan Strenski, Steven F. Walker, Eric Ziolkowski,
Nickolas P. Roubekas, Thomas Ryba.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Musical Human Michael Spitzer, 2021-04-01 A RADIO 4
BOOK OF THE WEEK 'Full of delightful nuggets' Guardian online 'Entertaining, informative and
philosphical ... An essential read' All About History 'Extraordinary range ... All the world and more is
here' Evening Standard 165 million years ago saw the birth of rhythm. 66 million years ago came the
first melody. 40 thousand years ago Homo sapiens created the first musical instrument. Today music
fills our lives. How we have created, performed and listened to music throughout history has defined
what our species is and how we understand who we are. Yet it is an overlooked part of our origin
story. The Musical Human takes us on an exhilarating journey across the ages – from Bach to BTS
and back – to explore the vibrant relationship between music and the human species. With insights
from a wealth of disciplines, world-leading musicologist Michael Spitzer renders a global history of
music on the widest possible canvas, from global history to our everyday lives, from insects to apes,
humans to artificial intelligence. 'Michael Spitzer has pulled off the impossible: a Guns, Germs and
Steel for music' Daniel Levitin 'A thrilling exploration of what music has meant and means to
humankind' Ian Bostridge
  peter frankopan silk roads: China's Belt And Road: The Initiative And Its Financial Focus
Xugang Yu, Cristiano Rizzi, Mario Tettamanti, Fabio Ziccardi, Li Guo, 2018-05-07 This book aims at
illustrating the OBOR Initiative (also known as 'Belt and Road Initiative' or BRI), its many facets,
including its background, and how the Chinese government intends to develop this ambitious
project. It describes in detail the role and involvement of Institutions (lenders, in particular) in the
OBOR Initiative. It offers guidance on how interested parties can participate in the different projects
connected to the Initiative. The views of the authors, on the main aspects of this Initiative, serve as
suggestions to parties interested in taking part in this Initiative.The book provides an exceptional
amount of information about how projects connected to the BRI Initiative are financed and
developed. The involvement of UBS clearly shows that financial institutions are interested in
financing the Initiative.There is a special focus on the relationship between China and the EU,
because the scope of this Initiative is not only to boost trade relationships between the two regions
but also create new opportunities for all the countries along the new Silk Road.
  peter frankopan silk roads: The Indo-Pacific: Trump, China, and the New Struggle for Global
Mastery Richard Javad Heydarian, 2019-09-25 This book places the presidency of Donald Trump as
well as the brewing Sino-American Cold War within the broader historical context of American
hegemony in Asia, which traces its roots to Alfred Thayer Mahan’s call for a naval build up in the
Pacific, the subsequent colonization of the Philippines and, ultimately, reaching its apotheosis after
the defeat of Imperial Japan in the Second World War. The book, drawing on visits from Cairo to
California and Perth to Pyongyang as well as interviews and exchanges with heads of state and
senior officials from across the Indo-Pacific, provides an overview of the arc of American primacy in
the region for scholars, journalists, and concerned citizens.
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Saint Peter - Wikipedia The ancient Christian churches all venerate Peter as a major saint and the
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