
oryx and crake reviews
oryx and crake reviews have consistently highlighted the novel’s profound exploration of
dystopian themes and speculative science fiction. Written by Margaret Atwood, "Oryx and
Crake" offers a chilling vision of a post-apocalyptic future shaped by genetic engineering,
corporate greed, and environmental collapse. This article delves into comprehensive oryx
and crake reviews, examining the novel’s narrative structure, thematic depth, character
development, and its reception among critics and readers. The analysis also considers the
literary devices Atwood employs to craft a compelling and thought-provoking story. By
reviewing multiple perspectives, this article provides a detailed overview of why "Oryx and
Crake" remains a significant work in contemporary speculative fiction and environmental
literature. The following sections will guide readers through key aspects of the novel as
reflected in various oryx and crake reviews.

Narrative and Plot Analysis

Thematic Exploration

Character Development and Dynamics

Literary Style and Techniques

Critical Reception and Impact

Narrative and Plot Analysis

The narrative structure of "Oryx and Crake" is frequently praised in oryx and crake reviews
for its innovative use of dual timelines and unreliable narration. The story is told primarily
through the perspective of Snowman, the last surviving human in a devastated world, who
reflects on his past with two pivotal figures: Oryx and Crake. This nonlinear storytelling
technique allows readers to piece together the events leading to the apocalypse gradually,
maintaining suspense and engagement throughout the novel.

Dual Timelines and Storytelling

Critics appreciate how Atwood interweaves Snowman’s present struggles with flashbacks to
his childhood and adolescence, revealing the complex relationships and decisions that
culminate in the catastrophic outcome. This narrative approach enhances the depth of the
story, providing context for the dystopian world and the genetic experiments that drive the
plot.



Unreliable Narration

Snowman’s perspective is often described as unreliable, adding a layer of ambiguity and
complexity. Reviews emphasize how this narrative choice forces readers to question the
truth and motives behind the character’s memories, enriching the novel’s psychological
and thematic dimensions.

Thematic Exploration

Oryx and Crake reviews uniformly highlight the novel’s rich thematic content, particularly
its critique of bioengineering, ethical boundaries in science, and environmental
degradation. Atwood’s work is lauded for addressing contemporary anxieties about
technological advancement and the consequences of human hubris.

Genetic Engineering and Ethics

The novel explores the moral implications of manipulating life through genetic engineering,
exemplified by Crake’s creation of the “Crakers,” genetically engineered humans designed
to replace the flawed human race. Reviews often discuss how this theme reflects fears
surrounding biotechnology and its potential to disrupt natural order.

Environmental Collapse and Corporate Control

Atwood portrays a world ravaged by environmental destruction and dominated by powerful
corporations. Many oryx and crake reviews point out the novel’s commentary on
consumerism, environmental negligence, and the commodification of life, underscoring its
relevance in discussions about sustainability and corporate ethics.

Bioethical dilemmas

Environmental degradation

Corporate influence and capitalism

Human identity and survival



Character Development and Dynamics

The complex characterization of Snowman, Oryx, and Crake is a focal point in many oryx
and crake reviews. Each character embodies different ideological and moral perspectives,
contributing to the novel’s exploration of human nature and societal collapse.

Snowman as the Protagonist

Snowman is portrayed as a conflicted survivor whose memories reveal the psychological
toll of the apocalypse. Reviews note his role as both witness and participant in the events
leading to humanity’s downfall, highlighting his introspective and often tortured narrative
voice.

The Enigmatic Oryx

Oryx’s mysterious background and ambiguous morality are frequently discussed in
critiques, with reviewers emphasizing how her character challenges simplistic
categorizations of victim and perpetrator. Her relationship with both Snowman and Crake
adds emotional depth and complexity to the story.

Crake as the Visionary Antagonist

Crake is seen as a symbol of scientific ambition and radical ideology. Many oryx and crake
reviews analyze his motivations for creating a new species and eradicating humanity,
interpreting him as a cautionary figure representing the dangers of unchecked
technological power.

Literary Style and Techniques

Atwood’s distinctive literary style is a common subject in oryx and crake reviews, praised
for its clarity, vivid imagery, and inventive language. The novel combines elements of
speculative fiction, dystopian narrative, and social satire, creating a unique voice that
challenges and engages readers.

Use of Language and Imagery

Critics highlight Atwood’s skillful use of descriptive language to build the novel’s eerie,
post-apocalyptic atmosphere. Her incorporation of scientific terminology alongside poetic



prose creates a compelling contrast that enhances the thematic impact.

Symbolism and Allegory

The novel employs symbolism extensively, with elements like the Crakers and the genetic
experiments serving as allegories for broader societal issues. Reviews often explore how
these symbols deepen the reader’s understanding of the narrative’s ethical and
philosophical questions.

Critical Reception and Impact

Since its publication, "Oryx and Crake" has received widespread critical acclaim, as
reflected in numerous oryx and crake reviews. The novel’s innovative approach to
dystopian fiction and its timely themes have secured its place as a seminal work in 21st-
century literature.

Positive Critical Acclaim

Reviewers frequently commend Atwood for her imaginative storytelling and thought-
provoking themes. The novel has been recognized for its contribution to discussions about
genetic engineering, environmental issues, and the future of humanity.

Literary Awards and Recognition

"Oryx and Crake" has garnered several literary nominations and awards, underscoring its
critical success. These accolades reflect its impact on readers and scholars interested in
speculative fiction and ethical debates.

Influence on Popular Culture and Science Fiction

The novel’s influence extends beyond literature, inspiring adaptations and discussions in
various media. Many oryx and crake reviews note its role in shaping contemporary
dystopian narratives and raising public awareness about genetic science and environmental
stewardship.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are common themes highlighted in Oryx and
Crake reviews?
Common themes highlighted in Oryx and Crake reviews include genetic engineering,
dystopia, environmental collapse, and the ethical implications of scientific advancements.

How do reviewers generally perceive Margaret
Atwood's writing style in Oryx and Crake?
Reviewers often praise Margaret Atwood's writing style in Oryx and Crake for being vivid,
thought-provoking, and blending speculative fiction with social commentary effectively.

Is Oryx and Crake considered a good starting point for
readers new to Margaret Atwood?
Many reviews suggest that Oryx and Crake is a compelling and accessible entry point into
Margaret Atwood's work, especially for readers interested in speculative and dystopian
fiction.

What are some criticisms mentioned in Oryx and Crake
reviews?
Some criticisms include that the pacing can be uneven at times, and certain plot elements
or characters may feel underdeveloped or ambiguous, which can challenge some readers.

How do reviewers respond to the world-building in Oryx
and Crake?
Reviewers typically commend the detailed and immersive world-building in Oryx and Crake,
noting how it effectively creates a believable yet unsettling futuristic society.

Does Oryx and Crake receive positive feedback for its
exploration of ethical questions?
Yes, Oryx and Crake is often praised for its deep exploration of ethical questions
surrounding biotechnology, human nature, and the consequences of playing god with
science.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring the Dystopia: A Review of Oryx and Crake
This book offers a comprehensive analysis of Margaret Atwood's *Oryx and Crake*, delving



into its dystopian themes and speculative fiction elements. It examines the ethical
implications of genetic engineering and environmental degradation as portrayed in the
novel. Readers will find insightful commentary on character development and narrative
structure.

2. Post-Apocalyptic Worlds: Critical Perspectives on Oryx and Crake
Focusing on the post-apocalyptic setting of *Oryx and Crake*, this collection of essays
explores the societal collapse and reconstruction depicted in the story. The book discusses
Atwood's vision of a future shaped by human hubris and technological advancement. It also
highlights the novel's relevance to contemporary environmental concerns.

3. Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake: Themes and Analysis
This guide breaks down the major themes in *Oryx and Crake*, including bioethics,
corporate control, and isolation. It provides a chapter-by-chapter analysis, making it a
useful resource for students and book clubs. The book also discusses the symbolic
significance of the characters and their relationships.

4. The Science Behind Oryx and Crake: Genetic Engineering and Ethics
An exploration of the scientific concepts that underpin *Oryx and Crake*, this book explains
the real-world genetics and biotechnology referenced in the novel. It addresses the ethical
questions raised by Atwood through the lens of modern science. Readers gain a clearer
understanding of the feasibility and risks of genetic manipulation.

5. Character Studies in Oryx and Crake: Human Nature and Morality
This work focuses on the psychological and moral complexity of the novel’s characters,
particularly Snowman, Oryx, and Crake. It discusses how their backgrounds and choices
reflect broader human concerns about power, love, and survival. The book also considers
Atwood’s critique of humanity through these personas.

6. Environmental Catastrophe and Human Responsibility in Oryx and Crake
Highlighting the ecological themes, this book analyzes how *Oryx and Crake* portrays
environmental destruction and its consequences. It discusses the interplay between
technology and nature and the potential for restoration. The text serves as a cautionary
tale about sustainability and human impact on the planet.

7. Oryx and Crake: A Feminist Reading
This book offers a feminist critique of *Oryx and Crake*, exploring the roles and
representations of female characters in the novel. It discusses themes of exploitation,
agency, and gender dynamics in Atwood’s dystopian world. The analysis considers how the
novel challenges traditional gender norms.

8. From Oryx and Crake to MaddAddam: Evolution of a Dystopian Trilogy
Examining the progression from *Oryx and Crake* to its sequels, this book tracks the
development of Atwood’s dystopian universe. It compares themes, character arcs, and
narrative techniques across the trilogy. Readers gain insight into the expanding scope and
depth of Atwood’s speculative fiction.

9. Reader’s Guide to Oryx and Crake
Designed for general readers, this guide offers summaries, discussion questions, and
historical context for *Oryx and Crake*. It helps readers engage deeply with the novel's
complex ideas and encourages critical thinking. The book is ideal for book clubs, educators,



and individual readers seeking a richer understanding.
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  oryx and crake reviews: Margaret Atwood's Dystopian Fiction Sławomir Kuźnicki,
2017-05-11 This volume details Margaret Atwood’s dystopian novels through the themes of the
ambivalent ethics of science and technology, the position of women in the male-dominated world,
and the ambiguous role played by religion and spirituality. The book’s unique and original approach
places Atwood’s fiction within the contemporary world, with all the problems of our fast-changing
reality. Furthermore, it provides an excellent reading of her dystopias in a broader, humanist
context, with an emphasis on the social, cultural and political issues that have been important for
both her, the writer, and us, the readers.
  oryx and crake reviews: Under the Literary Microscope Sina Farzin, Susan M. Gaines,
Roslynn D. Haynes, 2021-04-20 “Science in fiction,” “geek novels,” “lab-lit”—whatever one calls
them, a new generation of science novels has opened a space in which the reading public can
experience and think about the powers of science to illuminate nature as well as to generate and
mitigate social change and risks. Under the Literary Microscope examines the implications of the
discourse taking place in and around this creative space. Exploring works by authors as disparate as
Barbara Kingsolver, Richard Powers, Ian McEwan, Ann Patchett, Margaret Atwood, and Michael
Crichton, these essays address the economization of scientific institutions; ethics, risk, and gender
disparity in scientific work; the reshaping of old stereotypes of scientists; science in an evolving sci-fi
genre; and reader reception and potential contributions of the novels to public understandings of
science. Under the Literary Microscope illuminates the new ways in which fiction has been
grappling with scientific issues—from climate change and pandemics to artificial intelligence and
genomics—and makes a valuable addition to both contemporary literature and science studies
courses. In addition to the editors, the contributors include Anna Auguscik, Jay Clayton, Carol
Colatrella, Sonja Fücker, Raymond Haynes, Luz María Hernández Nieto, Emanuel Herold, Karin
Hoepker, Anton Kirchhofer, Antje Kley, Natalie Roxburgh, Uwe Schimank, Sherryl Vint, and Peter
Weingart.
  oryx and crake reviews: The Language of Margaret Atwood Chloe Harrison, 2024-11-16 This
book explores Margaret Atwood’s distinctive use of language and style, across a selection of her
prose texts, through reader-centred, cognitive stylistic analyses. It examines how strategies of
misdirection, processes of doubling, and the creation of textual ambience play an essential role in
Atwood’s contemporary prose fiction style. With reference to contemporary scholarship in stylistics
and literary criticism, each chapter presents a detailed linguistic analysis of a different text from
Atwood’s oeuvre, from Alias Grace (1996) to Old Babes in the Wood (2023). Above all, the book
studies experiences of reading Atwood’s works, situating and contextualising her signature linguistic
choices in relation to real readers’ responses to her writing. The book should be of interest to
readers specialising in the work of Margaret Atwood, including those with stylistics, cognitive
linguistics, and literary studies backgrounds.
  oryx and crake reviews: Understanding Lorrie Moore Alison Kelly, 2009 The first book-length
critical approach to the fiction of the award-winning author of Birds of America Understanding
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Lorrie Moore is a comprehensive companion to the works of this wickedly humorous writer, whose
fiction shows a deep sensitivity to the dynamics of contemporary gender relations and an abiding
interest in portraying and critiquing the American national character. The recipient of the 1998 O.
Henry Award and the 2004 Rea Award for the Short Story, Lorrie Moore is best known for her short
fiction. Alison Kelly shows that Moore's virtuosic prose, wry humor, and sense of irony are tools for
registering how Americans face the discomfort of their daily lives as individuals and as a nation.
Kelly traces Moore's emergence as a writer in the 1980s and her artistic development up to the
present day, illuminating the distinctive narrative methods, aesthetics, and thematic preoccupations
of Moore's major works. Kelly follows Moore's recurrent characters, situations, metaphors, and
motifs in order to promote understanding of the texts and appreciation for their wordplay, wit, and
imagery. Viewing her subject as a subtly political writer, Kelly discusses Moore's major themes,
techniques, and stylistics as evidence that her characters' private pains are symptomatic of a wider
national malaise.
  oryx and crake reviews: Frankenstein revisited Miriam Borham Puyal, 2018-12-17 Este
volumen busca reivindicar el legado de Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley y celebrar los doscientos años
de la publicación de su obra maestra, Frankenstein o el Moderno Prometeo (1818). Para ello, expone
la permeabilidad del mito del científico y su criatura a través de una serie en ensayos que exploran
adaptaciones contemporáneas en diversos medios (literatura, cine, televisión, videojuegos, YouTube)
que demuestran la relevancia de Frankenstein en nuestros días. Los capítulos permiten al lector
conocer las reescrituras populares del teatro del siglo XIX y su impacto en la ficción cinematográfica
más reciente; descubrir la influencia de Shelley sobre otras escritoras con un inmenso legado, como
es Margaret Atwood; reconocer las distintas apropiaciones del mito en los videojuegos y su
reescritura en nuevos formatos audiovisuales; y, finalmente, mostrar cómo la intertextualidad con la
novela de Shelley permite enriquecer narrativas que quizá parezcan más lejanas a simple vista. Este
es, pues, un volumen esencial para quienes se interesen por las reescrituras contemporáneas del
mito, con especial énfasis en la cultura popular o las nuevas plataformas de creación. Borham Puyal,
Miriam (ed.). Frankestein revisited : the legacy of Mary Shelley’s masterpiece.
  oryx and crake reviews: Margaret Atwood Fiona Tolan, 2007-01-01 Margaret Atwood:
Feminism and Fiction takes a new look at the complex relationship between Margaret Atwood’s
fiction and feminist politics. Examining in detail the concerns and choices of an author who has
frequently been termed feminist but has famously rejected the label on many occasions, this book
traces the influences of feminism in Atwood’s work and simultaneously plots moments of dissent or
debate. Fiona Tolan presents a clear and detailed study of the first eleven novels of one of Canada’s
most prominent authors. Each chapter can be read as an individual textual analysis, whilst the
chronological structure provides a fascinating insight into the shifting concerns of a popular and
influential author over a period of nearly thirty-five years.
  oryx and crake reviews: Understanding Margaret Atwood Donna M. Bickford, 2023-08-31 A
timely, accessible introduction to Margaret Atwood's most recent novels and enduring themes In
2017, the Hulu adaptation of Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale introduced the acclaimed and
bestselling Canadian author to a new generation and reminded Atwood's long-established readers of
her uncanny prescience. Understanding Margaret Atwood provides an overview of the author's life,
descriptions and analyses of the key themes present in her most recent novels, signposts to the
connections and intertextual references between them, and attention to their critical reception.
Following a biographical overview, author Donna M. Bickford studies The Handmaid's Tale (1985)
and its sequel The Testaments (2019), retellings of The Odyssey in The Penelopiad (2005) and The
Tempest in Hag Seed (2016), the MaddAddam trilogy (2003, 2009, 2013), and The Heart Goes Last
(2015). Written in clear language and a style appropriate both for scholars and for new students of
Atwood, Bickford locates Atwood's recent works in the literary, political, and social context. Atwood
is the author of more than fifty books of fiction, essays, and poetry, which have collectively sold more
than eight million copies worldwide; has received numerous awards and accolades, including
multiple Booker Prizes and a PEN Center USA Lifetime Achievement Award; and is a Fellow of the



Royal Society of Canada.
  oryx and crake reviews: Margaret Atwood: An Introduction to Critical Views of Her
Fiction Gina Wisker, 2011-12-29 Margaret Atwood is an internationally renowned, highly versatile
author whose work creatively explores what it means to be human through genres ranging from
feminist fable to science fiction and Gothic romance. In this timely new study, Gina Wisker
reassesses Atwood's entire fictional output to date, providing both original analysis and a lively
overview of the criticism surrounding her work. Margaret Atwood: An Introduction to Critical Views
of Her Fiction: - Covers all of Atwood's novels as well as her short stories. - Surveys the critical
reception of her fiction and the fascinating debates developed by key Atwood critics. - Explores the
main approaches to reading Atwood's work and examines issues such as her interventions in genre
writing and ecology, as well as her feminism, post-feminism and narrative usage, both conventional
and experimental. Concise and approachable, this is an ideal volume for anyone studying the fiction
of this major contemporary writer.
  oryx and crake reviews: Styling Texts Cynthia G. Kuhn, Cindy L. Carlson, 2007 Covering a
variety of genres and periods from medieval epic to contemporary speculative fiction, Styling Texts
explores the fascinating ways in which dress performs in literature. Numerous authors have made
powerful-even radical-use of clothing and its implications, and the essays collected here demonstrate
how scholarly attention to literary fashioning can contribute to a deeper understanding of texts,
their contexts, and their innovations. These generative and engaging discussions focus on issues
such as fashion and anti-fashion; clothing reform; transvestism; sartorial economics; style and the
gaze; transgressive modes; and class, gender, or race passing. This is the first academic volume to
address such an extensive range of texts, inviting consideration of how fashionable desires and
concerns not only articulate the aesthetics, subjectivities, and controversies of a given culture, but
also communicate across temporal and spatial divisions. Styling Texts is an essential resource for
anyone interested in the artistic representations and significations of dress.
  oryx and crake reviews: From Solidarity to Schisms Cara Cilano, 2009 Explores the effects the
evens to September 11, 2001 and their aftermath have had on fiction and film outside of the United
States. This collection illustrates how 9/11 was global without using simple categorizations.
  oryx and crake reviews: Livestock and Literature Liza B. Bauer, 2024-08-08 This book explores
the past and current traces that cows, pigs, chickens, and other animals used by humans have left in
Anglophone literary fiction. In times of accelerated global warming, an acute pandemic, and
breakthroughs in bioengineering practices, discussions on how to rethink the relationships to these
animals have become as heated as perhaps never before. Livestock and Literature examines what
literature has to contribute to these debates. In particular, it draws on counter-narratives to
so-called livestock animals’ commodification in selected science- and speculative fiction (SF) works
from the twenty-first century. These texts imagine ‘what if’ scenarios where “livestock” practice
resistance, transform into biotechnologically modified, postanimal beings, or live in close
companionship to humans. Via these three points of access, the study delineates the formal and
thematic strategies SF authors apply to challenge anthropocentric and speciesist thought patterns.
The aim is to shed light on how these alternative storyworlds expand readers’ understanding of the
lives of farmed animals; seeking insight into how literature shapes human-animal relationships
beyond the page.
  oryx and crake reviews: Ethics for the Future Stephanie Bender, 2023-06-02 Which of the
possible futures might be a good future, and how do we know? Stephanie Bender looks at
contemporary films and novels to address major ethical challenges of the future: the ecological
catastrophe, digitalisation and biotechnology. She proposes that fiction and its modes of aesthetic
simulation and emotional engagement offer a different way of knowing and judging possible futures.
From a critical posthumanist angle, she discusses works ranging from Don DeLillo's Zero K (2017)
and Margaret Atwood's MaddAddam Trilogy (2003-2013) to Kim Stanley Robinson's New York 2140
as well as Avatar (2009), and Blade Runner 2049 (2017) among many others.
  oryx and crake reviews: Reading between the Borderlines Gillian Roberts, 2018-12-30 Is



Superman Canadian? Who decides, and what is at stake in such a question? How is the Underground
Railroad commemorated differently in Canada and the United States, and can those differences be
bridged? How can we acknowledge properly the Canadian labour behind Hollywood filmmaking, and
what would that do to our sense of national cinema? Reading between the Borderlines grapples with
these questions and others surrounding the production and consumption of literary, cinematic,
musical, visual, and print culture across the Canada-US border. Discussing a range of popular as
well as highbrow cultural forms, this collection investigates patterns of cross-border cultural
exchange that become visible within a variety of genres, regardless of their place in any arbitrarily
devised cultural hierarchy. The essays also consider the many interests served, compromised, or
negated by the operations of the transnational economy, the movement of culture's raw material
across nation-state borders in literal and conceptual terms, and the configuration of a material
citizenship attributed to or negotiated around border-crossing cultural objects. Challenging the
oversimplification of cultural products labelled either Canadian or American, Reading between the
Borderlines contends with the particularities and complications of North American cultural
exchange, both historically and in the present.
  oryx and crake reviews: The New York Times Index , 2003
  oryx and crake reviews: Monstrous Textualities Anya Heise-von der Lippe, 2021-06-15 It
brings together a range of critical approaches (the Gothic, monster theory, critical posthumanism,
post-structuralism, postcolonialism, feminist theory, fat studies, cyborg theory) including very recent
forays into posthumanist / new materialist intersections It contributes new readings to the critical
canon on a wide range of critically acclaimed texts (from Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein via Toni
Morrison’s and Angela Carter’s work to Margaret Atwood’s MaddAddam trilogy) It explores
narrative strategies of resistance against systemic cultural oppression and challenges a number of
critical approaches in the process
  oryx and crake reviews: The Feminist Architecture of Postmodern Anti-Tales Kendra Reynolds,
2019-10-23 This monograph aims to counter the assumption that the anti-tale is a ‘subversive twin’
or dark side of the fairy tale coin, instead it argues that the anti-tale is a genre rich in complexity
and radical potential that fundamentally challenges the damaging ideologies and socializing
influence of fairy tales. The Feminist Architecture of Postmodern Anti-Tales: Space, Time and Bodies
highlights how anti-tales take up timely debates about revising old structures, opening our minds up
to a broader spectrum of experience or ways of viewing the world and its inhabitants. They show us
alternative architectures for the future by deconstructing established spatio-temporal laws and
structures, as well as limited ideas surrounding the body, and ultimately liberate us from the
shackles of a single-minded and simplistic masculine reality currently upheld by dominant social
forces and patriarchal fairy tales themselves. It is only when these masculine fairy tales and social
architectures are deconstructed that new, more inclusive feminine realities and futures can be
brought into being.
  oryx and crake reviews: The Routledge Handbook of Vegan Studies Laura Wright, 2021-03-31
This wide-ranging volume explores the tension between the dietary practice of veganism and the
manifestation, construction, and representation of a vegan identity in today’s society. Emerging in
the early 21st century, vegan studies is distinct from more familiar conceptions of animal studies, an
umbrella term for a three-pronged field that gained prominence in the late 1990s and early 2000s,
consisting of critical animal studies, human animal studies, and posthumanism. While veganism is a
consideration of these modes of inquiry, it is a decidedly different entity, an ethical delineator that
for many scholars marks a complicated boundary between theoretical pursuit and lived experience.
The Routledge Handbook of Vegan Studies is the must-have reference for the important topics,
problems, and key debates in the subject area and is the first of its kind. Comprising over 30
chapters by a team of international contributors, this handbook is divided into five parts: History of
vegan studies Vegan studies in the disciplines Theoretical intersections Contemporary media
entanglements Veganism around the world These sections contextualize veganism beyond its status
as a dietary choice, situating veganism within broader social, ethical, legal, theoretical, and artistic



discourses. This book will be essential reading for students and researchers of vegan studies, animal
studies, and environmental ethics.
  oryx and crake reviews: International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Literature
Chiefly in the Fields of Arts and Humanities and the Social Sciences , 2003
  oryx and crake reviews: Margaret Atwood Shannon Hengen, Ashley Thomson, 2007-05-22
Authors Shannon Hengen and Ashley Thomson have assembled a reference guide that covers all of
the works written by the acclaimed Canadian author Margaret Atwood since 1988, including her
novels Cat's Eye, The Robber Bride, Alias Grace, and the 2000 Booker Prize winner, The Blind
Assassin. Rather than just including Atwood's books, this guide includes all of Atwood's works,
including articles, short stories, letters, and individual poetry. Adaptations of Atwood's works are
also included, as are some of her more public quotations. Secondary entries (i.e. interviews,
scholarly resources, and reviews) are first sorted by type, and then arranged alphabetically by
author, to allow greater ease of navigation. The individual chapters are organized chronologically,
with each subdivided into seven categories: Atwood's Works, Adaptations, Quotations, Interviews,
Scholarly Resources, Reviews of Atwood's Works, and Reviews of Adaptations of Atwood's Works.
The book also includes a chapter entitled Atwood on the Web, as well as extensive author and
subject indexes. This new bibliography significantly enhances access to Atwood material, a feature
that will be welcomed by university, public, and school librarians. Margaret Atwood: A Reference
Guide 1988-2005 will appeal not only to Atwood scholars, but to students and fans of one of
Canada's greatest writers.
  oryx and crake reviews: Margaret Atwood John Moss, Tobi Kozakewich, 2006 Margaret
Atwood enjoys a unique prominence in Canadian letters. With over thirty books to her credit, in
genres ranging from children's writing to dystopic novels, she is as creatively diverse as she is
internationally acclaimed. Her success, however, has been double-edged: the very popularity that
makes her such a prominent figure in the literary world also renders her vulnerable to claims of
being a sell-out, as she relates in her Empson lectures. The Open Eye negotiates the space between
these positions, acknowledging Atwood's remarkable achievement while considering how it impacts
on national politics and identity. The range of perspectives in this volume is stimulating and
enlightening. The Open Eye begins with a focus on Atwood as she presents herself and is presented
in Canada and abroad, and then proceeds to consider, more broadly, the intersection of life and
literature that Atwood's works and persona effect. It offers fresh insight into Atwood's early writing,
redresses the critical void regarding her poetry and shorter prose pieces, and provides a critical
base from which readers can assess Atwood's most recent novels. A common thread throughout
these essays is the recognition of Atwood's importance in the literary realm in general, and in
Canadian literature more particularly. Published in English.
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