old fishing tackle price guide

old fishing tackle price guide is an essential resource for collectors, anglers, and enthusiasts interested in the
valuation and history of vintage fishing equipment. This guide explores the factors influencing the value of
old fishing tackle, including age, brand reputation, condition, rarity, and market demand. Understanding
these elements can help sellers and buyers determine fair prices and appreciate the craftsmanship behind
antique rods, reels, lures, and accessories. Additionally, this article highlights popular categories of old
fishing tackle and offers tips on identifying authentic pieces. Whether you are a seasoned collector or a
newcomer to the hobby, this comprehensive old fishing tackle price guide provides valuable insights to

navigate the vintage fishing tackle market effectively.
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Top Brands and Their Market Value

Tips for Buying and Selling Old Fishing Tackle

Factors Affecting Old Fishing Tackle Prices

The price of old fishing tackle is influenced by multiple factors that determine its desirability and value in
the marketplace. Understanding these factors is crucial for accurately assessing the worth of vintage fishing

gear.

Age and Historical Significance

Older fishing tackle often commands higher prices, especially if it represents a significant period in fishing
history or showcases early manufacturing techniques. Items from the early 20th century or before are

particularly sought after due to their rarity and historical importance.

Brand Reputation and Maker

Well-known manufacturers such as Shakespeare, Pflueger, Hardy, and Abu Garcia are highly valued by
collectors. Brand recognition adds to the price as these companies are associated with quality, innovation,

and durability in fishing tackle production.



Condition and Completeness

The physical state of fishing tackle greatly impacts its price. Items in excellent condition with original parts,
minimal wear, and no rust or damage typically fetch higher prices. Completeness, including original

packaging or documentation, also enhances value.

Rarity and Limited Editions

Fishing tackle that was produced in limited quantities or features unique designs tends to be more valuable.
Special editions, discontinued models, or tackle with distinctive craftsmanship are examples of rare items

that attract premium prices.

Market Trends and Demand

Current market demand influences the price of old fishing tackle. Trends among collectors, fishing
enthusiasts, and nostalgic buyers can cause fluctuations in value, making it important to stay informed about

the latest market conditions.

Popular Categories of Vintage Fishing Tackle

Old fishing tackle encompasses a variety of categories, each with unique attributes and appeal to collectors.

Identifying popular types helps in understanding their price ranges and collecting potential.

Antique Fishing Reels

Vintage fishing reels, especially those made from brass, aluminum, or early plastics, are highly collectible.
Classic models from brands like Hardy Perfect and Pflueger Supreme are prized for their engineering and

design.

Wooden and Bamboo Fishing Rods

Before the introduction of fiberglass and graphite, fishing rods were crafted from bamboo and wood. These
rods are valued for their craftsmanship and performance characteristics, with brands like Payne and

Heddon commanding attention.

Vintage Fishing Lures and Baits

Collectible lures from the early to mid-20th century feature intricate designs and hand-painted finishes.
Brands such as Creek Chub, Heddon, and Pflueger produced a wide range of lures that remain popular

among collectors.



Fishing Accessories and Tackle Boxes

Old tackle boxes, reels cases, and accessories like line spools and hooks also hold value, particularly when
they are original and in good condition. Metal and wooden tackle boxes from the 1940s and 1950s are

especially desirable.

How to Assess the Condition of Old Fishing Tackle

Accurately evaluating the condition of vintage fishing tackle is fundamental to determining its value.

Attention to detail and knowledge of typical wear patterns can guide assessments.

Checking for Rust and Corrosion

Metal parts such as reels and hooks are susceptible to rust and corrosion. Items free from significant rust are

more valuable, while extensive corrosion can diminish both function and price.

Evaluating Finish and Paint Quality

Original finishes and paint on rods and lures contribute to aesthetic appeal and value. Chips, scratches, or
repainting reduce collectibility and price.
Verifying Original Parts and Repairs

Authenticity in components is important. Replacement parts or amateur repairs can negatively affect value.

Professional restorations may preserve value if done correctly, but original condition is preferred.

Functionality and Mechanical Condition

Reels and other mechanical tackle should ideally be operational. Smooth action and intact mechanisms add

to the item's worth, whereas broken or jammed parts lower the price.

Top Brands and Their Market Value

Certain brands consistently command higher prices in the old fishing tackle market due to their reputation,

quality, and historical significance.

Shakespeare

Shakespeare is renowned for producing reliable and affordable fishing tackle since the late 1800s. Vintage

Shakespeare reels and rods can range from moderate to high prices depending on the model and condition.



Pflueger

Pflueger tackle is highly collectible, especially early reel models like the Pflueger Supreme. Prices vary

widely but well-preserved items often attract premium offers.

Hardy

Hardy, a British manufacturer, is famous for its high-quality reels and rods. Hardy Perfect reels, in

particular, are prized by collectors and can fetch substantial sums.

Abu Garcia

Swedish brand Abu Garcia has a strong following for its durable reels and rods. Certain vintage models are

especially valuable, reflecting the brand's innovation in fishing technology.

Tips for Buying and Selling Old Fishing Tackle

Engaging successfully in the market for old fishing tackle requires knowledge, patience, and strategic

considerations.

Research and Documentation

Gathering detailed information about the item’s history, model specifications, and market prices aids in

making informed purchasing or selling decisions.

Authentication and Verification

Ensuring the tackle’s authenticity through expert appraisal or comparison with verified examples protects

against counterfeit or misrepresented items.

Negotiation and Pricing Strategies

Understanding current market trends and the condition of the item enables effective price negotiation,

whether buying or selling.

Storage and Maintenance

Proper care preserves the tackle’s condition and value. Store items in dry, cool environments and avoid

exposure to elements that may cause deterioration.

1. Check for originality and condition carefully before purchase.

2. Consult price guides and recent sales to gauge market value.



3. Consider professional appraisal for high-value items.
4. Maintain tackle with appropriate cleaning and storage methods.

5. Be patient and selective to find quality collectible pieces.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What factors influence the price of old fishing tackle?

The price of old fishing tackle is influenced by factors such as brand, condition, rarity, age, and whether it

includes original packaging or documentation.

Where can I find a reliable old fishing tackle price guide?

Reliable old fishing tackle price guides can be found in specialized angling magazines, dedicated collector

websites, auction house archives, and books authored by fishing tackle experts.

How has the market for vintage fishing tackle changed recently?

The market for vintage fishing tackle has seen increased interest due to nostalgia and collectible value,

with some rare items fetching higher prices at auctions and online marketplaces.

Are certain brands of old fishing tackle more valuable than others?

Yes, brands like Shakespeare, Pflueger, Hardy, and Abu Garcia are often more valuable due to their

historical significance, quality, and collector demand.

How can I authenticate and appraise my old fishing tackle?

Authenticating and appraising old fishing tackle involves researching brand markings, consulting price

guides, seeking expert opinions, and comparing with recent sales of similar items.

Is it better to sell old fishing tackle individually or as a collection?

Selling old fishing tackle individually can maximize value for rare pieces, while selling as a collection may

be quicker and more convenient; the best approach depends on the tackle's condition and market demand.



Additional Resources

1. The Antique Fisherman's Price Guide: Identifying and Valuing Classic Tackle

This comprehensive guide offers collectors detailed information on vintage fishing tackle from the 19th and
early 20th centuries. It includes high-quality photographs, historical context, and pricing trends to help
enthusiasts accurately identify and appraise their items. The book serves as an essential resource for both

novice and experienced collectors.

2. Vintage Fishing Tackle: A Collector’s Reference and Price Guide

Covering a wide range of fishing gear including rods, reels, lures, and accessories, this book provides
thorough descriptions and market values. It highlights key manufacturers and rare pieces, making it easier
for collectors to assess the worth of their collections. The guide also offers tips on preservation and

restoration.

3. Old Fishing Gear: History, Identification, and Price Guide

This volume delves into the history of fishing tackle from the early 1800s to the mid-1900s, emphasizing
the evolution of design and technology. Detailed identification keys and pricing data help collectors
determine the authenticity and value of their equipment. Anecdotes and collector stories add depth to the

historical narrative.

4. Classic Fishing Tackle Price Guide: 1900-1950

Focused on the first half of the 20th century, this price guide catalogs hundreds of rods, reels, and lures
with up-to-date market values. The book includes information on makers, production dates, and rarity
factors influencing price. Collectors will find this guide invaluable for buying, selling, or insuring vintage
tackle.

5. The Collector’s Handbook of Antique Fishing Tackle
Offering expert advice on identifying and valuing antique fishing equipment, this handbook is a must-have
for serious collectors. It features detailed photographs and descriptions of rare and common items alike. The

guide also discusses trends in the collectible tackle market and how to avoid counterfeits.

6. Fishing Tackle Through the Ages: Price Guide and Historical Insights
This book combines historical background with practical pricing information for fishing tackle spanning
over two centuries. It explores the craftsmanship and materials used in old tackle, helping collectors

appreciate their significance. Market analysis sections assist in understanding price fluctuations over time.

7. Old Rods and Reels: An Illustrated Price Guide
Specializing in fishing rods and reels, this illustrated guide provides clear images and price estimates for a
broad variety of vintage models. It highlights notable manufacturers and production variations that affect

collectible value. The book also offers advice on storage and maintenance to preserve tackle condition.

8. Antique Fishing Lures Price Guide and Identification Manual

Dedicated to antique fishing lures, this manual helps collectors identify species-specific lures and assess their



market value. It contains detailed illustrations, maker marks, and rarity indices. Additionally, it includes a

section on restoring lures without compromising their collectible integrity.

9. The Complete Price Guide to Vintage Fishing Tackle
This all-encompassing guide covers rods, reels, lures, lines, and other accessories, providing current market
prices and historical context. Its extensive listings make it a go-to reference for both appraisers and

collectors. The book also discusses collecting strategies and the impact of condition on value.
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long-awaited 8th edition of Old Fishing Lures & Tackle -the bible for lures collectors- has been
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and a brilliant color photos. No collector will want to be without this glorious tribute to the fishing
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collectibles from 19th- and 20th-century rural life. 400+ photos.

old fishing tackle price guide: The Encyclopedia of Old Fishing Lures Robert A. Slade,
2011-07-12 Robert A. Slade, after collecting old fishing tackle since 1958 and contributing articles
on old fishing lures for a collector magazine for several years started researching and writing books
in the 1990's. He published the HISTORY & COLLECTIBLE FISHING TACKLE OF WISCONSIN in
1999 which sold 4,500 copies. Bob realized that even though there have been many books published
on the subject of old fishing lures that few books covered any detailed history on the old lure
makers. His latest book writing project was nine years in the making and covers over 100 years of
lure making history starting in 1875 and covers over 2,500 lures makers throughout all of North
America. THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FISHING LURES MADE IN NORTH AMERICA is the first
publication with extensive history and patent information on old lure makers and the first to include
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Providences visting collectors homes, newspaper archives, museums and other sources and has
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arranges for the individual and company lures makers to appear in alphabetical order. People
purchasing these books can buy any one single book, a whole set, or even a book a month if they
desire as the books will be printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text,
pictures and collector values with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a
master index for the complete set of books.
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desire as the books will be printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text,
pictures and collector values with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a
master index for the complete set of books.

old fishing tackle price guide: Fishing Lure Collectibles Dudley Murphy, Rick Edmisten, 1995
Progressing from simple implements of bone, stone and wood to the elaborately feathered flies of
the Victorian era, antique fishing lures are now sought as highly prized collectibles. Featuring over
1,000 color reproductions, as well as descriptions and current values of lures, this exciting new
guide will meet the needs of lure collectors and fishing enthusiasts alike.

old fishing tackle price guide: Heddon Catalogs 1902-1953 Clyde Harbin, 2011-02-28
Invaluable history Heddon lures are the most popular lures to collect. Heddon catalogs provide the
most complete record available to collectors regarding what lures they might seek for their
collections. This book contains a sampling of the most significant catalogs produced by Heddon from
1902 - 1953. Collectors will enjoy the nostalgia of the times, be able to observe the evolution of
Heddon's lures and marketing, and utilize the color chart and lure listings provided to grow and
identify their own collections.

old fishing tackle price guide: Warman's Antiques & Collectibles 2008 Price Guide Ellen
T Schroy, Tracy L. Schmidt, 2007-05-21 ? Delivers state of the hobby trend reports only collectibles
price guide to do so

old fishing tackle price guide: Antiques Roadshow Behind the Scenes Marsha Bemko,
2009-12-01 An all-access pass to America's first (and favorite) reality television program -- boasting
over ten million viewers each week -- Antiques Roadshow! If you're a fan of PBS's top-rated Antiques
Roadshow, you've probably wondered -- what would it take to get your family treasure on the
program? What happens to the antiques after the show airs? Are the appraisers ever wrong? And



will Antiques Roadshow come to my hometown? In this four-color, fully illustrated guide to America's
favorite treasure-hunting program, Antiques Roadshow Behind the Scenes reveals inside information
about the participants, the appraisers, the fans, and the antiques that make up the show, direct from
the woman who makes it all happen -- executive producer Marsha Bemko. Learn what it really takes
to put on a Roadshow event (and why certain cities are more likely to get a visit from the show than
others), who gets chosen to be on air (and what items producers are really looking for), what it takes
to be an appraiser (and how even the experts make mistakes) ... and what happens when things go
terribly wrong (such as the occasional antique that turns out to have been stolen!). In addition, learn
which books, websites, and resources your favorite appraisers recommend, and get updates on some
of the most popular and notorious items ever featured on the show. From priceless tips to the juicy
family secrets hidden in dusty heirlooms, Antiques Roadshow Behind the Scenes is both an
invaluable resource and a fascinating slice of Americana.

old fishing tackle price guide: Collectible Fishing Lures Russell E Lewis, 2008-11-06 Get
hooked on one of the oldest of all collecting hobbies with this go-to-guide of fishing lures. A great
pick-up-to-peruse type of book, built for toting to shows and antique shops, this lure reference aids
you in your effort to accurately identify, price and better understand the history behind vintage and
modern lures from 31 manufactures, starting with the Big Six (Heddon, PawPaw, Creek Chub,
Plueger, Shakespeare and South Bend).

old fishing tackle price guide: Field & Stream , 1998-04 FIELD & STREAM, America’s largest
outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.

old fishing tackle price guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Collector Books, 2006-07
To celebrate the 25th anniversary edition, this volume is in full color, and includes over 50,000
listings from reliable sources, more than 500 categories of listings, history and pertinent facts, and
representative photos. (Antiques & Collectibles)

old fishing tackle price guide: Old Fishing Lures and Tackle Carl F. Luckey, Clyde A. Harbin,
2002 Written for sportsmen and collectors of fishing lures and tackle, this sixth edition features
more than 3,000 listings with price ranges and more than 2,400 large photos. 64-page color section.

old fishing tackle price guide: Catalogue and Price List of Fishing Rods & Tackle Henry
A. Murton, 1894

old fishing tackle price guide: The 2018 Whitefish Price Guide to Vintage Fishing Lures Matt
Lollman, 2018

old fishing tackle price guide: The Official Price Guide to Antiques and Collectibles
Rinker Enterprises, 2000-02-29 This updated guide completely covers the antique market, listing
over 60,000 prices and displaying 400+ photos to aid identification. Experts in the field give advice
on the latest market trends, how to spot fakes and forgeries, and what to save when cleaning out the
attic.

old fishing tackle price guide: The Official Rinker Price Guide to Collectibles Harry L.
Rinker, 2000-10-10 This fourth edition of the Harry L. Rinker Official Price Guide to Collectibles has
more coverage of collectibles than any other book on the market. Here you'll find furniture,
decorative accessories, and giftware along with the traditional character and personality items,
ceramic, glass, and toys. Each category includes a brief history, collecting tips, reference books,
periodicals, collector clubs, and vital information on reproductions. It's a complete document of the
20th-century American lifestyle.
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