
past texas tech quarterbacks

past texas tech quarterbacks have played a significant role in shaping the
legacy and competitive spirit of the Texas Tech Red Raiders football program.
Throughout the decades, these athletes have demonstrated remarkable skill,
leadership, and resilience on the field, contributing to the team’s success
and earning recognition at both collegiate and professional levels. This
article explores some of the most notable past Texas Tech quarterbacks,
highlighting their achievements, playing styles, and impact on the program's
history. From prolific passers to dynamic dual-threat leaders, these
quarterbacks have left an indelible mark on Texas Tech football. Readers will
gain insight into the evolution of the quarterback position within the Red
Raiders’ system and the broader context of college football. The following
sections will cover prominent quarterbacks, their career highlights, and the
legacy they have built.

Notable Past Texas Tech Quarterbacks

Career Achievements and Records

Playing Styles and Offensive Systems

Impact on Texas Tech Football and Beyond

Notable Past Texas Tech Quarterbacks
The history of past Texas Tech quarterbacks features a diverse lineup of
players who contributed significantly to the program. These athletes ranged
from early pioneers to modern stars who excelled in high-octane offenses.
Their individual performances often set new standards and helped Texas Tech
maintain a competitive edge in collegiate football.

E.J. Holub
E.J. Holub was one of the early quarterbacks for Texas Tech in the 1950s,
known for his versatility and toughness. Though he later transitioned to
linebacker and center in professional football, Holub’s collegiate
quarterback experience was foundational during the formative years of the
program.



Kliff Kingsbury
Kliff Kingsbury, playing in the early 2000s, is one of the most celebrated
past Texas Tech quarterbacks. He is renowned for his prolific passing ability
and leadership, setting numerous school records. Kingsbury’s tenure coincided
with Texas Tech’s rise as a nationally recognized passing powerhouse under
coach Mike Leach’s Air Raid offense.

Graham Harrell
Following Kingsbury, Graham Harrell continued the legacy as a top-tier passer
for Texas Tech. His record-breaking performances helped solidify the Red
Raiders’ reputation for explosive offense. Harrell’s accuracy and decision-
making made him a standout quarterback during the mid-2000s.

Patrick Mahomes
Patrick Mahomes is among the most notable recent past Texas Tech
quarterbacks, known for his dynamic playmaking and arm strength. Mahomes’
collegiate career showcased his ability to excel in both passing and
mobility, ultimately propelling him to a successful career in the NFL.

Other Noteworthy Quarterbacks
Several other quarterbacks have contributed to Texas Tech’s history,
including Sonny Cumbie, Cody Hodges, and B.J. Symons. Each brought unique
skills that influenced the team’s offensive strategies and helped maintain
the program’s competitive stature.

Career Achievements and Records
Past Texas Tech quarterbacks have amassed an impressive array of career
achievements and records. These accomplishments reflect both individual
talent and the offensive philosophies employed by the coaching staffs over
the years.

Passing Yards and Touchdowns
Many Texas Tech quarterbacks rank among the NCAA’s all-time leaders in
passing yards and touchdowns. The Air Raid offense, in particular, has
facilitated high-volume passing, allowing quarterbacks to challenge and
surpass previous records.



School and Conference Records
Several quarterbacks hold Texas Tech school records for single-game, single-
season, and career statistics. Additionally, some have set or approached
records within the Big 12 Conference, underscoring their impact at the
conference level.

National Recognition and Awards
Past Texas Tech quarterbacks have received various national honors, including
All-American selections and invitations to prestigious postseason games. Some
have been finalists for major awards like the Heisman Trophy, highlighting
their elite status during their collegiate careers.

Playing Styles and Offensive Systems
Examining the playing styles of past Texas Tech quarterbacks reveals how
offensive systems influenced their development and performance. The program’s
emphasis on passing has shaped quarterbacks capable of executing complex
aerial attacks.

The Air Raid Offense
Introduced by coach Mike Leach, the Air Raid offense revolutionized Texas
Tech football. This system relies on quick, precise passing and spreading the
field, enabling quarterbacks to accumulate significant yardage and
touchdowns. Quarterbacks like Kingsbury and Harrell thrived under this
scheme.

Dual-Threat Quarterbacks
While the Air Raid emphasizes passing, some past Texas Tech quarterbacks
demonstrated dual-threat capabilities, combining passing acumen with rushing
ability. Patrick Mahomes exemplifies this style, using his mobility and
improvisational skills to extend plays and create scoring opportunities.

Adaptation Over Time
The evolution of Texas Tech’s offensive schemes necessitated quarterbacks who
could adapt to changing playbooks and defensive strategies. This adaptability
has been a hallmark of successful past Texas Tech quarterbacks, enabling them
to excel across different coaching eras.



Impact on Texas Tech Football and Beyond
The contributions of past Texas Tech quarterbacks extend beyond individual
statistics, influencing the program’s culture, reputation, and success. Their
achievements have attracted recruits, energized fans, and elevated Texas
Tech’s status nationally.

Professional Careers
Several past Texas Tech quarterbacks have transitioned to professional
football, including the NFL and other leagues. Their collegiate success
provided a foundation for professional opportunities, with some becoming
standout players at the next level.

Coaching and Mentorship
Former quarterbacks have also contributed to the sport through coaching and
mentorship roles. Individuals like Kliff Kingsbury have returned to coaching,
influencing new generations of players and shaping football strategies.

Cultural and Community Influence
Beyond the field, past Texas Tech quarterbacks have engaged in community
initiatives and charitable activities. Their visibility and leadership have
positively impacted the Texas Tech community and the broader football
landscape.

Summary of Key Contributions

Setting school and conference passing records

Popularizing the Air Raid offensive scheme

Advancing to successful professional football careers

Contributing to coaching and player development

Engaging in community and cultural initiatives



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for Texas
Tech football?
The first starting quarterback for Texas Tech football was E.J. Holub in the
early 1950s.

Which Texas Tech quarterback set the NCAA record for
most passing yards in a single game?
B.J. Symons set the NCAA record for most passing yards in a single game with
661 yards in 2003.

Who is considered one of the greatest Texas Tech
quarterbacks of all time?
Kliff Kingsbury is considered one of the greatest Texas Tech quarterbacks of
all time due to his prolific passing records and later coaching career.

Which Texas Tech quarterback went on to have a
successful NFL career with the New England Patriots?
Graham Harrell had a brief NFL career, but the Texas Tech quarterback who had
notable success in the NFL with the New England Patriots is Patrick Mahomes'
predecessor, but Mahomes himself played at Texas Tech and became an NFL star
with the Kansas City Chiefs.

Did any Texas Tech quarterbacks win the Sammy Baugh
Trophy?
Yes, Graham Harrell won the Sammy Baugh Trophy in 2007, awarded to the
nation's top collegiate passer.

Who was the Texas Tech quarterback during the 2008
season when the team won the Cotton Bowl?
Graham Harrell was the starting quarterback for Texas Tech during the 2008
season when the team won the Cotton Bowl over Ole Miss.

Which Texas Tech quarterback was known for running
the 'Air Raid' offense under coach Mike Leach?
Kliff Kingsbury and Graham Harrell were both known for running the 'Air Raid'
offense under coach Mike Leach at Texas Tech.



Have any Texas Tech quarterbacks been drafted in the
first round of the NFL Draft?
Yes, Patrick Mahomes was drafted in the first round (10th overall) of the
2017 NFL Draft, making him one of the highest-drafted Texas Tech quarterbacks
in history.

Additional Resources
1. Red Raider Legends: The Quarterbacks of Texas Tech
This comprehensive book explores the history of Texas Tech quarterbacks, from
the early days of the program to modern stars. It delves into their college
careers, key games, and how they shaped the Red Raiders' legacy. Featuring
interviews, stats, and memorable moments, it’s a must-read for any Texas Tech
football fan.

2. Under Center: The Rise of Texas Tech Quarterbacks
Focusing on the evolution of the quarterback position at Texas Tech, this
book highlights how offensive strategies changed and how quarterbacks adapted
over the years. It profiles iconic players who brought innovation and
excitement to the field, detailing their journeys on and off the gridiron.

3. Quarterback Chronicles: Texas Tech’s Signal Callers Through the Decades
This title offers a decade-by-decade look at Texas Tech quarterbacks,
emphasizing their impact during pivotal seasons. It includes anecdotes from
coaches, teammates, and the players themselves, providing a vivid picture of
the challenges and triumphs they experienced.

4. Red Raider Arms: The Story of Texas Tech’s Passing Game
An in-depth look at the quarterbacks who defined Texas Tech’s passing game,
this book traces the development of the team’s aerial attack. It highlights
standout performances and the quarterbacks who set records, showcasing how
their talent elevated the program.

5. The Red Raider Signal: Leadership and Legacy of Texas Tech QBs
This book examines the leadership qualities exhibited by Texas Tech
quarterbacks throughout the years. It explores how these athletes influenced
team dynamics, led comebacks, and left lasting legacies both on the field and
in the community.

6. From Lubbock to the Pros: Texas Tech Quarterbacks on the Next Level
Detailing the transition from college to professional football, this book
follows Texas Tech quarterbacks who made it to the NFL and other leagues. It
discusses their college achievements, draft experiences, and professional
careers, highlighting their perseverance and skill.

7. Red Raider Playmakers: The Quarterbacks Who Changed the Game
This book profiles Texas Tech quarterbacks who brought innovation and
excitement to the game, changing how the position was played at the



university. Through detailed game analysis and personal stories, readers gain
insight into their unique styles and contributions.

8. Texas Tech’s Signal Callers: A Legacy of Excellence
Celebrating the tradition of quarterback excellence at Texas Tech, this book
covers the program’s top signal callers and their most memorable seasons. It
combines historical context with player profiles to showcase the sustained
success of Red Raider quarterbacks.

9. The Heart of the Red Raiders: Stories from Texas Tech Quarterbacks
A collection of personal stories and interviews, this book provides an
intimate look at the lives of Texas Tech quarterbacks. It reveals their
motivations, struggles, and triumphs, offering fans a deeper connection to
the players who led their teams with passion and grit.
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  past texas tech quarterbacks: The QB Bruce Feldman, 2015-11-03 With unparalleled access to
the recruits, coaches, and gurus shaping football’s future, Bruce Feldman has written a modern-day
tale about the making of the next superstars in the game’s most important position: the quarterback.
In the world of modern football, with NFL teams worth more than a billion dollars, no position
defines a franchise like the quarterback. The QB is the story of a year in the making of those star
players, and of the most significant year in QB development in sport’s history… with the meteoric
rise of various quarterback gurus finally coming to light. George Whitfield, profiled in the New
Yorker and called the “Quarterback Whisperer,” gets a regular spot on ESPN’s College GameDay,
Trent Dilfer, former Super Bowl quarterback, starts his own qb business, Steve Clarkson, another qb
maker, gets profiled on 60 minutes, among many others. It is also the year 5’10” Russell Wilson wins
the Super Bowl and for the first time in over 60 years a sub-6-foot QB, Johnny Manziel, gets drafted
in the first round, forcing NFL power brokers to re-examine how they look at the position—and the
game. To tell the story of all that goes on to create the perfect quarterback, bestselling author Bruce
Feldman gained unique access to Johnny Football (that's Johnny Manziel), George Whitfield and
many other players in what has become a specialized and high-stakes business. In the past decade
the boom of the private quarterback-coach business, with its pageant-world-for-boys vibe, has
changed the position and the game. The QB tells the story of the interlocking paths of the most
fascinating characters involved in this secretive world, examining how advanced analysis has taken
root in football. Manziel’s portrait is the most intimate look at him yet, detailing all his talents and
antics. His guru is a man who has come to be known for making QBs--George Whitfield, unparalleled
in the business. And then there is Trent Dilfer, the quarterback who never could get to the superstar
level, despite winning the Super Bowl. He is the Salieri to Manziel's Mozart. There is the
computer/brain analysis company trying to quantify how playmakers think, the biomechanics expert
who saved Drew Brees’s career, and many more fascinating behind-the-scenes looks into this world.
Never before has the game so relied on the development of the quarterback. In The QB, the stories
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of these men illustrate how high the stakes of the quarterback’s game really are, taking readers on a
compelling journey into the heart of America's beloved game.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Kingdom Quarterback Mark Dent, Rustin Dodd, 2023-08-22
Fresh off of a gutsy, thrilling 2023 Super Bowl win for the Kansas City Chiefs, two inspiring stories
that fit perfectly together—a biography of superstar quarterback, Patrick Mahomes, who brought
the Chiefs to their first Super Bowl win in fifty years in 2020 as well as a second in 2023, along with
the historical struggles and recent resurgence of the former “Paris of the Plains,” Kansas City. There
is nobody like Patrick Mahomes. In three seasons, he has won a Super Bowl and competed in
another, earned the titles of First Team All-Pro, NFL Offensive Player of the Year, and league MVP,
and turned the Kansas City Chiefs from famed playoff failures into the most successful team in the
NFL. With his unique and groundbreaking playing style, and winning personality both on and off the
field, Mahomes has become a truly transcendent quarterback in a journey that mirrors and
accentuates the rebirth of the once swingin’ cow town of Kansas City, Missouri. Once an
adventure-filled jazz epicenter and nightlife hub to rival New Orleans, Kansas City’s wild edges and
captivating neighborhoods were snuffed out in pursuit of a suburbanized dream that largely left out
people of color. It’s been a long road attempting to move past the scars of segregation and overcome
the city’s flyover reputation, but Kansas City is now poised to make a comeback, and no other person
or team embodies that hope like Patrick Mahomes and the Kansas City Chiefs. Kansas City and
Mahomes represent the story of the midwestern American city—how they grew, how they shaped the
country, how the sport of football came to mean so much to them, how they failed, and how they are
changing. Kansas City–area natives Mark Dent and Rustin Dodd have written for outlets such as The
New York Times, The Kansas City Star, and Texas Monthly, bringing their deep connection to the
city, football expertise, and polished writing skills to create a serious book about a very entertaining
subject—the rebirth of a city, a team’s triumph, and how Patrick Mahomes, and the team he led,
were exactly what was needed to bring Kansas City back together again.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Texas Sports Chad S. Conine, 2017-09-20 When it comes to
sports, Texas more than earns its bragging rights. The Lone Star State has produced championship
teams and legendary athletes not only in football, baseball, and basketball, but in dozens of other
sports as well. Texas Sports celebrates more than a century of achievements in a day-by-day record
of the people and events—both unforgettable and little-known—that have made Texas a powerhouse
in the world of sports. Chad S. Conine packs a wealth of sports facts and stories into 366 days. He
ranges from firsts such as UT's first football game (an 1893 win against Dallas University Football
Club) to peak moments such as Earl Campbell running through defenders, Nolan Ryan throwing
heat past baffled batters, and Babe Didrickson Zaharias winning the Western Open golf
championship for the fourth time. Conine covers more than twenty-five sports and all levels from
high school to professional, reminding us that if Texas had never seen a pigskin or a backboard, its
sports legacy would still be secure. With a winning combination of victories and heartbreaks, men's
and women's sports, and all regions of the state, Texas Sports is a must-read for all sports fans and
trivia buffs.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2008-2009 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this
work is the definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the
past 50 years.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Razor Thin: The Difference Between Winning and Losing Luis
Valdes, 2012-08-27 This book is about excellence. Winners and champions are fascinating. Whether
you are an athlete, a performance artist, or an ambitious businessman, this book is written for you. It
is about the hard work and tenacity involved in winning and achieving greatness. Attaining success
is difficult, few are able to achieve it, and fewer still are able to sustain it. This book looks at the
greatest athletes and teams of our time and identifies the critical factors in their success. Many
books discuss the personality factors involved in success, this book identifies the specific behaviors
that make a champion.



  past texas tech quarterbacks: The Perfect Pass S. C. Gwynne, 2017-09-05 New York Times
bestselling, award-winning historian S.C. Gwynne tells the incredible story of how Hal Mumme and
Mike Leach--two unknown coaches who revolutionized American football in the 1980s, 1990s and
2000s--changed the way the game is played at every level, from high school to the NFL--
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Rebel Run Clarion-Ledger (Jackson, Miss.), 2004 The 2003 Ole
Miss Rebels turned in one of the most memorable seasons in the past 30 years, capped off with a
victory over Oklahoma State in the Cotton Bowl. Led by star quarterback Eli Manning, David
Cutcliffe's team finished the regular season with a 10-3 record and tied for first in the SEC West
Division. Rebel Run follows Ole Miss from preseason practice through their January trip to Dallas.
All stories come from the files of The Clarion-Ledger. Packed with nearly 150 full-color photos!
  past texas tech quarterbacks: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia 2009-2010 Bob
Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football ever published.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Jet , 1994-01-17 The weekly source of African American
political and entertainment news.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Quarterbacks James J. Bogdan, 2024-09-19 Quarterbacks
details the remarkable history and contributions of Western Pennsylvania quarterbacks who were
the foremost leaders in changing the landscape and dynamics of football into America’s premier
pastime. About the Author James J. Bogdan is just a football fan that appreciates the contributions of
his local quarterbacks.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: The 50 Greatest Players in Kansas City Chiefs History Robert
W. Cohen, 2020-10-28 In The 50 Greatest Players in Kansas City Chiefs History, sports historian
Robert W. Cohen ranks the top 50 players ever to perform for one of the NFL's most historic
franchises. This work includes quotes from the subjects themselves and former teammates, photos,
recaps of memorable performances and greatest individual seasons, as well as a statistical summary
of each player's career with the Chiefs. The Chiefs' best are profiled here in what is bound to be a
much discussed book among the team's broad fan base. An added bonus are the honorable mentions,
the next 25 players who have contributed to the Chiefs' astounding run as one of America's great
sports teams.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: The Alcalde , 1994-09 As the magazine of the Texas Exes, The
Alcalde has united alumni and friends of The University of Texas at Austin for nearly 100 years. The
Alcalde serves as an intellectual crossroads where UT's luminaries - artists, engineers, executives,
musicians, attorneys, journalists, lawmakers, and professors among them - meet bimonthly to
exchange ideas. Its pages also offer a place for Texas Exes to swap stories and share memories of
Austin and their alma mater. The magazine's unique name is Spanish for mayor or chief magistrate;
the nickname of the governor who signed UT into existence was The Old Alcalde.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch, 2005
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Swing Your Sword Mike Leach, 2011-07-07 Newly-minted
Mississippi State head coach Mike Leach tells his captivating story––from rural Wyoming to law
school to the upper echelons of the SEC. SWING YOUR SWORD is the first ever book by one of the
most fascinating and successful coaches in sports today. A maverick who took an unlikely path to
coaching through law school, Mike Leach talks about his unorthodox approach to coaching and the
choices that have brought him success throughout his career. A lover of the game who started
creating formations and drawing his own plays as a kid, Leach took his Texas Tech Red Raiders to
numerous bowl games, achieving the #2 slot in national rankings and being voted 2008 Coach of the
Year before being unceremoniously fired at the end of the 2009 season. The scandalous nature of his
dismissal created a media frenzy and began a personal battle between Leach and his accusers that
remains unresolved.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: The Pittsburgh Steelers Fans' Bucket List Scott Brown,
2016-09-15 Every Pittsburgh Steelers fan has a bucket list of activities to take part in at some point
in their lives. But even the most die-hard fans haven't done everything there is to experience in and
around Pittsburgh. From tailgating to studying the Immaculate Reception to finding the best places



to watch a game with other fans, author Scott Brown provides ideas, recommendations, and insider
tips for must-see places and can't-miss activities near Heinz Field. But not every experience requires
a trip to Pittsburgh; long-distance Steelers fans can cross some items off their list from the comfort
of their own homes. Whether you're attending every home game or supporting the Steelers from
afar, there's something for every fan to do in The Pittsburgh Steelers Fans' Bucket List.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Coach & Athlete , 1973
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Sloppy Seconds Bob Benson, 2013-06-21 A teen sex story
without the teens or the gratuitous pool scene. A coming of age story now worrying about the
expiration date more than the legal age. A once in a lifetime chance to make a second impression on
your first loves. A Professor at a community college, a failed writer, a love refugee, 53 year old Dr.
Tom Dawson gets a second chance at the dream. Would it even matter? This time even the cops
would be called. Things and people change. It could be a sex comedy with a few shades of gray. It
could just be a wild interlude preceding a boring retirement.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: Sports Illustrated Blood, Sweat and Chalk The Editors of Sports
Illustrated, 2010-08-03 The modern game of football is filled with plays and formations with names
like the Counter Trey, the Wildcat, the Zone Blitz and the Cover Two. They have become part of the
sport's vernacular, and yet for many fans they remain just names, often confusing ones. To rectify
that, Tim Layden has drilled deep into the core of the game to reveal not only how these chalkboard
X's and O's really work on the field, but also where they came from and who dreamed them up.
These playbook schemes, many of them illuminated by diagrams, bear the insignia of some of the
game's great innovators, men like Vince Lombardi, Don Coryell, Tom Osborne, Bill Walsh, Tony
Dungy and Buddy Ryan. But football has also been radically altered by the ingenious work of men
with more obscure names, like Tiger Ellison, Emory Bellard and Mouse Davis. In Blood, Sweat and
Chalk, Layden takes readers into the meeting rooms-and in some cases the living rooms-where the
game's most significant ideas were hatched. He goes to the coaches and to the players who inspired
them, and lets them tell their stories. In candid conversations with some of football's most intriguing
characters, Layden provides a fascinating guide to the game, helping fans to better see the
subtleties of America's favorite sport.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: More than a Game Brian Billick, Michael MacCambridge,
2009-09-08 Today's National Football League is more successful, more exciting, and more popular
than ever. But the game in the twenty-first century is also ruled by a constant quest for more money.
Super Bowl-winning head coach Brian Billick's More Than a Game examines how the relentless
competition off the field affects the game on the field, and what it means for the future of America's
most popular sport. One of the NFL's most successful leaders, Billick coached the Baltimore Ravens
from 1999 to 2007, leading his team to victory in Super Bowl XXXV in 2001. With nearly two
decades in the league, and now a Fox game analyst and NFL Network contributor, Billick has
experienced the league's enormous pressure to win as well as seen what happens to those who don't.
Following the 2007 season, he took a step back from the coaching life and decided to spend a season
examining the game he loved so much from other perspectives. Collaborating with Michael
MacCambridge (whose book America's Game is regarded as the definitive modern history of the
NFL), he delved into the NFL from every possible angle, spending time with people at every level of
the game. More Than a Game explains how the spectacle that dominates fall weekends in America
works, and why it has served all of football's interest groups -- owners players, and fans alike -- so
well over the years. We get a glimpse of the changing profile and increased influence of the league's
owners. We come to better understand the pressure that players are under to perform for their team
and for themselves and their future contracts. We see the challenge facing NFL commissioner Roger
Goodell, who must balance the concerns of owners, players, sponsors, the league's television
network partners, and the fans, whose devotion and dollars make the entire enterprise possible.
Along the way, we see how the financial forces are exerting themselves on every level, working their
way into the essence of the game itself. Billick takes the measure of new offensive and defensive
strategies, explains refined scouting and team-building methods, and focuses on the elusive quest



for the franchise quarterback that can make or break careers. Packed with the privileged knowledge
that comes from a true NFL insider, More Than a Game is more than a look inside the complex
system that is pro football. It's an attempt to understand why the game is so compelling, and what it
will take to keep it that way. Complete with important developments in the 2009 off-season, the book
stands as an absolute must-read for NFL fans.
  past texas tech quarterbacks: NFL Head Coaches John Maxymuk, 2012-08-07 The 466 men
who have held the increasingly demanding and prestigious position of Head Coach in the National
Football League and the two leagues that merged into it (the All America Football Conference of the
1940s and the American Football League of the 1960s) form an exclusive club. This book essentially
answers three questions about every professional head coach since 1920: Who was he? What were
his coaching approach and style, in terms of both leadership and gridiron tactics? How successful
was he? Every entry begins with standard background information, followed by each coach's yearly
regular season and postseason coaching record, and then his statistical tendencies toward scoring,
defense and play calling. The entry then addresses the three questions noted above.
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