of mice and men characters

of mice and men characters form the core of John Steinbeck’s classic novella, depicting
the struggles and dreams of itinerant workers during the Great Depression. This article
explores the key figures within the narrative, their personalities, roles, and symbolic
meanings. Understanding the of mice and men characters is essential to grasp the themes
of friendship, loneliness, and the pursuit of the American Dream that Steinbeck intricately
weaves. From George Milton’s protective nature to Lennie Small’s innocence, each
character embodies distinct traits that drive the story forward. The characterization also
highlights social issues such as disability, racism, and isolation. This comprehensive
analysis will provide insights into the main and supporting characters, their relationships,
and their significance within the novella. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the
main sections of this article.
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e Supporting Characters and Their Roles
e Thematic Significance of the Characters
e Character Relationships and Dynamics

e Symbolism and Character Development

Main Characters in Of Mice and Men

The primary focus of the novella revolves around several central figures whose interactions
and experiences define the narrative. The main characters in of mice and men characters
include George Milton, Lennie Small, Candy, Curley, and Curley’s wife. Each character is
portrayed with unique attributes that reflect broader social themes and personal struggles.

George Milton

George Milton is one of the two protagonists, characterized by his intelligence,
protectiveness, and practical outlook. As a small, wiry man, George assumes responsibility
for Lennie, his mentally disabled companion. His dream of owning a piece of land
symbolizes hope and stability amid the uncertainty of the Great Depression. George’s
complex personality reveals both compassion and pragmatic harshness, encapsulating the
burdens of caretaking and survival.

Lennie Small

Lennie Small is George’s counterpart, notable for his physical strength and childlike



innocence. Despite his size and strength, Lennie’s mental disability renders him vulnerable
and dependent on George. His fascination with soft things and inability to control his
strength lead to tragic consequences. Lennie embodies themes of innocence,
powerlessness, and the human need for companionship.

Candy

Candy is an aging ranch handyman who fears becoming useless due to his disability. He
offers his life savings to join George and Lennie’s dream of land ownership, representing
the desperation for security and belonging among marginalized individuals. Candy’s
character highlights themes of aging, loneliness, and the fear of obsolescence.

Curley

Curley is the aggressive and confrontational son of the ranch owner. His small stature
contrasts with his confrontational nature, often provoking violence to assert dominance.
Curley’s jealousy and possessiveness over his wife introduce tension and conflict. His
character symbolizes the toxic masculinity and insecurity prevalent in the harsh
environment of the ranch.

Curley’s Wife

Curley’s wife remains nameless throughout the novella, emphasizing her role as an object
rather than an individual. She is portrayed as lonely, flirtatious, and dissatisfied with her
life, seeking attention from the ranch workers. Her character represents the limited
opportunities and isolation faced by women during the period, as well as the destructive
nature of unfulfilled dreams.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

Beyond the main figures, several supporting characters enrich the narrative by contributing
to its social context and thematic depth. These characters, though less prominent, provide
insight into the environment and the struggles faced by itinerant workers.

Crooks

Crooks is the African American stable-hand who experiences racial segregation and
isolation. His intellectual nature and bitterness stem from years of exclusion, illustrating the
harsh realities of racism during the era. Crooks’ interactions with Lennie and Candy reveal
the universal human desire for companionship and respect.



Slim

Slim is the skilled mule driver and respected figure on the ranch. Known for his wisdom and
compassion, Slim serves as a moral center within the story. His understanding of human
nature and fairness contrasts with the cruelty and prejudice displayed by other characters.
Slim’s character embodies dignity and empathy.

Whit

Whit is a minor character, a ranch worker who contributes to the depiction of the transient
and lonely lifestyle of the laborers. His interactions, though limited, help illustrate the social
dynamics and camaraderie among the men.

Other Ranch Workers

The other unnamed ranch workers represent the broader community of itinerant laborers
struggling to survive in a harsh economic climate. Their presence underscores themes of
loneliness, competition, and the pursuit of fleeting friendships.

Thematic Significance of the Characters

The of mice and men characters are crafted to embody and explore major themes of the
novella. Their traits and interactions reveal underlying messages about human nature,
society, and the American experience during the 1930s.

Friendship and Companionship

George and Lennie’s relationship exemplifies the theme of friendship as a vital source of
hope and survival. Their mutual dependence contrasts with the loneliness experienced by
other characters. The novella suggests that companionship is a rare but essential human
need.

The American Dream

The dream of owning land and achieving independence is a recurring motif, especially for
George, Lennie, and Candy. This aspiration symbolizes hope and a better future, yet the
characters’ ultimate failure highlights the elusiveness of the American Dream for many
during the Great Depression.

Loneliness and Isolation

Many characters suffer from isolation, whether due to age, race, gender, or disability. Of
mice and men characters like Crooks and Curley’s wife exemplify the social alienation



prevalent in the era. The novella portrays loneliness as a pervasive and painful human
condition.

Character Relationships and Dynamics

The interactions between the of mice and men characters provide depth and complexity to
the narrative, revealing social hierarchies, emotional bonds, and conflicts.

George and Lennie

The bond between George and Lennie is central to the story, showcasing loyalty,
protection, and sacrifice. George’s role as caretaker is both a burden and a source of
purpose, while Lennie’s dependence underscores vulnerability and innocence.

Curley and Curley’s Wife

The volatile relationship between Curley and his wife introduces tension and tragedy.
Curley’s jealousy and aggression fuel conflict, while his wife’s loneliness and desire for
connection lead to critical plot developments.

Candy, Crooks, and Lennie

The interactions among Candy, Crooks, and Lennie demonstrate the shared dreams and
mutual loneliness of marginalized individuals. Their tentative inclusion in George and
Lennie’s plan to own land reflects a desire for inclusion and stability.

Symbolism and Character Development

The of mice and men characters also serve symbolic purposes, representing broader
societal issues and human conditions. Their development throughout the novella highlights
the fragility of dreams and the harshness of reality.

e George: Symbolizes responsibility and the struggle to protect innocence.

e Lennie: Represents innocence, strength, and the consequences of misunderstanding.
e Candy: Embodies fear of aging and obsolescence.

e Curley: Symbolizes aggression and insecurity.

e Curley’s Wife: Represents loneliness and the limited role of women.

e Crooks: Highlights racial discrimination and isolation.



e Slim: Embodies wisdom and moral integrity.

Throughout the novella, these characters evolve or reveal deeper layers of their
personality, reinforcing Steinbeck’s critical examination of human nature and society during
difficult times.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the main characters in 'Of Mice and Men'?

The main characters in 'Of Mice and Men' are George Milton and Lennie Small.

What are the key traits of George Milton in 'Of Mice and
Men'?

George Milton is intelligent, quick-witted, and protective, often acting as a caretaker for
Lennie.

How is Lennie Small portrayed in 'Of Mice and Men'?

Lennie Small is depicted as physically strong but mentally disabled, innocent, and
dependent on George.

What role does Curley's wife play in 'Of Mice and Men'?

Curley's wife represents loneliness and unfulfilled dreams; she is the only major female
character and often feels isolated.

How does Candy's character contribute to the themes
of 'Of Mice and Men'?

Candy, an aging ranch handyman, symbolizes the fears of aging and uselessness, and his
desire to join George and Lennie's dream highlights themes of hope and companionship.

Additional Resources

1. George Milton: The Protector's Burden

This book delves into the complex character of George Milton, exploring his role as a
caretaker for Lennie Small. It examines George's internal conflicts, his dreams of a better
life, and the sacrifices he makes. Through detailed analysis, readers gain insight into his
motivations and the challenges he faces in a harsh world.

2. Lennie Small: Strength and Innocence



A character study focusing on Lennie Small, this book highlights the juxtaposition of his
physical power and childlike innocence. It discusses how Lennie's mental disability shapes
his actions and relationships. The narrative also considers the tragic consequences of his
inability to control his strength.

3. Candy: The Old Swamper's Hope

This book explores the character of Candy, an aging ranch worker who fears obsolescence.
It discusses his attachment to his old dog and his yearning to be part of George and
Lennie's dream. Candy's story reflects themes of loneliness, aging, and the human desire
for companionship.

4. Curley's Wife: Dreams Deferred

A critical look at Curley's Wife, this book examines her role as the only prominent female
character in the story. It explores her loneliness, unfulfilled dreams of Hollywood stardom,
and her impact on the ranch's social dynamics. The book sheds light on her complexity
beyond the stereotypical "troublemaker" label.

5. Curley: The Aggressor's Mask

This character analysis focuses on Curley, the boss's son, known for his aggressive and
confrontational nature. It investigates the reasons behind his hostility, including insecurity
and a need to assert dominance. The book provides a nuanced understanding of Curley's
role in escalating tensions on the ranch.

6. Slim: The Voice of Reason

Slim is portrayed as the moral compass and respected figure among the ranch workers.
This book explores his wisdom, leadership qualities, and empathy towards others. It
highlights Slim's unique position as a mediator and confidant in the turbulent environment
of the ranch.

7. Crooks: Isolation and Resilience

Focusing on Crooks, the African American stable hand, this book discusses themes of racial
discrimination and loneliness. It examines how Crooks copes with segregation and his
guarded interactions with other characters. The narrative reveals his resilience and
yearning for human connection despite societal barriers.

8. The Dream Farm: A Symbol of Hope

This book centers on the shared dream of owning a piece of land, which motivates George,
Lennie, Candy, and others. It analyzes how this dream represents hope, freedom, and
escape from the hardships of itinerant labor. The dream farm serves as a poignant symbol
throughout the story.

9. Of Mice and Men: Character Interactions and Conflicts

This comprehensive study explores the dynamics between the main characters and how
their relationships drive the plot. It looks at themes of friendship, power, prejudice, and
loneliness. The book provides an integrated understanding of how character interactions
reflect broader social issues.
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of mice and men characters: CliffsNotes on Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men Susan Van Kirk,
2011-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots,
characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in the series
also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. In
CliffsNotes on Of Mice and Men, you'll meet drifters Lennie and George and recount their peculiar
difficulties and unusual bond. The CliffsNotes commentaries, summaries, and character analysis will
show you why this sweet, sad, and moving American story is considered to be one of Steinbeck's
greatest works. You'll also find Life and background of the author, John Steinbeck A short
introduction to the novel A character map that graphically illustrates the relationships among the
characters Critical essays A review section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center with books,
Web sites, films, and magazine articles for further study Classic literature or modern-day
treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.

of mice and men characters: Study Guide to Of Mice and Men and Other Works by John
Steinbeck Intelligent Education, 2020-09-26 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth
explanation, essay, and test prep for selected works byJohn Steinbeck’s, 1962 Nobel Prize in
Literature winner. Titles in this study guide include The Grapes of Wrath, The Pearl, Of Mice and
Men, Cannery Row, East of Eden, and The Winter of our Discontent. As an author of the Civil Rights
Era, Steinbeck effectively writes symbolic structures and conveys social criticism in a progressively
idealistic tone. Moreover, his proletarian themes strike a universal chord with readers as they battle
with moral and complex ideologies. This Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and history
of John Steinbeck’s classic work, helping students to thoroughly explore the reasons they have stood
the literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to the Author and
the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and
Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic
works of literature, exploring characters, critical commentary, historical background, plots, and
themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper in their understanding by
including essay questions and answers as well as topics for further research.

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men SparkNotes Literature Guide SparkNotes,
John Steinbeck, 2014-04-09 Of Mice and Men SparkNotes Literature Guide by John Steinbeck
Making the reading experience fun! When a paper is due, and dreaded exams loom, here's the lit-crit
help students need to succeed! SparkNotes Literature Guides make studying smarter, better, and
faster. They provide chapter-by-chapter analysis; explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols; a
review quiz; and essay topics. Lively and accessible, SparkNotes is perfect for late-night studying
and paper writing. Includes: An A+ Essay—an actual literary essay written about the Spark-ed
book—to show students how a paper should be written. 16 pages devoted to writing a literary essay
including: a glossary of literary terms Step-by-step tutoring on how to write a literary essay A
feature on how not to plagiarize

of mice and men characters: OF MICE AND MEN NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-06-07 If you
need a free PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com, and I'll send you a copy! OF MICE AND MEN MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE
QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN
THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS,
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THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR
PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN
IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND
LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE OF MICE AND MEN MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR OF
MICE AND MEN KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR
PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END
OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND
PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

of mice and men characters: The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's of Mice and Men
Michael J. Meyer, 2009-04-23 First published in 1937, Of Mice and Men has been a staple of
American literature ever since. Divided by decade, The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's Of
Mice and Men provides an overview of criticism over the 70 years the book has been in print.
Michael J. Meyer has assembled significant articles and book excerpts from critics and reviewers,
citing the early book reviews and highlighting some of the most significant essays.

of mice and men characters: Philip Allan Literature Guide for GCSE: Of Mice and Men
Steve Eddy, 2010-03-26 Philip Allan Literature Guides (for GCSE) provide exam-focused analysis of
popular set texts to give students the very best chance of achieving the highest grades possible. This
full colour text provides - a thorough commentary, outlining the plot and structure and exploring the
themes, style, characters and context of the text; exemplar A*- and C-grade answers to exam-style
questions; the assessment objectives for each exam board, highlighting the specific skills that
students need to develop; 'Grade booster' boxes with tips on how to move between grades; and Key
quotations to memorise and use in the exams

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1994-02-01 A controversial
tale of friendship and tragedy during the Great Depression A Penguin Classic Over seventy-five
years since its first publication, Steinbeck’s tale of commitment, loneliness, hope, and loss remains
one of America’s most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two
migrant workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American Dream. They
hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to
own an acre of land and a shack they can call their own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the
Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their grasp. But even George cannot
guard Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience
to the things George taught him. Of Mice and Men represents an experiment in form, which
Steinbeck described as “a kind of playable novel, written in a novel form but so scened and set that
it can be played as it stands.” A rarity in American letters, it achieved remarkable success as a novel,
a Broadway play, and three acclaimed films. This edition features an introduction by Susan
Shillinglaw, one of today’s leading Steinbeck scholars. For more than seventy years, Penguin has
been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700
titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck - The Bookaholic Academy
Study Guide Series The Bookaholic Academy, Ace your literature studies with this comprehensive
study guide for Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. Perfect for students, teachers, and book lovers,
this digital guide is designed to help you understand, analyze, and enjoy one of the most iconic
novels in American literature. What’s Inside: Chapter summaries - concise and easy to understand
Character analysis - explore motivations, relationships, and development Themes & motifs - gain
insight into the novel’s deeper meanings This guide was carefully developed by The Bookaholic
Academy, an educational blog dedicated to creating high-quality, plagiarism-free study materials.
The ebook is fully digital, so you can start learning immediately! Why You’ll Love It: Perfect
companion for students reading Of Mice and Men in school Helps you save time while understanding



key concepts Great for exam prep, essay writing, or personal enrichment [] Please Note: This is a
study guide, NOT the original novel. It is an independent educational resource created by The
Bookaholic Academy to complement your reading of Of Mice And Men. For educational and
reference purposes only.

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men - Literature Kit Gr. 9-12 Chad Ibbotson,
2016-10-20 Learn about life during the Great Depression while learning about friendship, survival
and prejudice. Our versatile resource allows large group interaction or independent work as an
assessment. Become familiar with tricky words from the novel prior to reading by using them in a
sentence. We include examples from the text that show characters exploiting the weaknesses of
others. Draw a picture of George's ideal piece of land as he describes it to Lennie and Candy.
Imagine the story taking place today, and rewrite the beginning to reflect this change. List the
essential themes of the novel on a bindle organizer. Aligned to your State Standards and written to
Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: Of Mice and Men is the controversial novella by John Steinbeck that
follows two migrant workers as they look for work during the Great Depression. Located in
California, ranch workers George Milton and Lennie Small move on to look for work. George is lean
and intelligent, while Lennie is large and strong. The pair share a dream of one day owning their
own land. Lennie's part of the dream is to be able to touch soft rabbits, as he likes to touch soft
things. George and Lennie find themselves on a ranch with Candy, an old-aged ranch hand and Slim.
Candy offers to give $350 for George and Lennie to buy their land if Candy can live with them.
Unfortunate events at the ranch make sure that dream never takes place.

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men: Teacher's Deluxe Edition John Steinbeck,
2013-01-03 Penguin Classics presents John Steinbeck’s classic tale as an eBook enhanced with ten
exclusive video clips featuring students responses, questions for classroom discussions, and an
American Dream assignment Nobel Prize-winner John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men remains one of
America's most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two migrant
workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American Dream. Laborers in
California's dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth
existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their
own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be
within their grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the
consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. Of Mice and Men:
Teacher’s Edition includes the following: * An introduction and suggested further reading by Susan
Shillinglaw, a professor of English at San Jose State University and Scholar-in-Residence at the
National Steinbeck Center in Salinas * The poem “To a Mouse, On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with
the Plough, November 1785” by Robert Burns (the original source of Steinbeck’s title Of Mice and
Men) ¢ The 1962 Nobel Banquet Speech by John Steinbeck ¢ An exclusive audio interview with
award-winning actor James Earl Jones on his stage performances in Of Mice and Men ¢ Ten
exclusive videos of students on major themes from the novel tied to group discussion questions
included in the eBook, and an American Dream assignment, for the ultimate educational experience

of mice and men characters: The Story Behind John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men Brian
Williams, Brenda Williams, 2007 How does this novel expose the racism of the 1930s? How was life
changing for women in the 1930s? How did the Great Depression influence John Steinbeck? Discover
how the Great Depression inspired the story of two lonely drifters.

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men: An Instructional Guide for Literature
Kristin Kemp, 2015-05-01 Of Mice and Men: An Instructional Guide for Literature provides lesson
plans and activities designed specifically for this classic novel by John Steinbeck. This valuable
resource guides teachers in a rich and deep exploration of the text with ways to add rigor with
complex literature. Readers will enjoy their analysis of this story while evaluating its themes of
friendship and loss through close reading, text-based vocabulary practice, and fun activities and
lessons. Text-dependent questions help students analyze the story, and close reading activities



require students to use textual evidence as they revisit passages for deeper analysis. With various
methods of assessing comprehension, this instructional guide offers strategies for cross-curricular
activities as students build an in-depth understanding of this classic tale.

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men (MAXNotes Literature Guides) Lena
Shamblin, 2013-01-01 REA's MAXnotes for John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men MAXnotes offer a
fresh look at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written by
literary experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and
enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary
work by raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the
essentials of what one should know about each work, including an overall summary, character lists,
an explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical context, illustrations to convey the
mood of the work, and a biography of the author. Each chapter is individually summarized and
analyzed, and has study questions and answers.

of mice and men characters: Steinbeck: Of Mice and Men Graham Handley, 1992-01-30
This is a Bloomsbury Academic title. For our full Academic Catalogue, please visit
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/academic/

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck Harold Bloom, 2013
Provides a collection of critical essays on Steinbeck's Of mice and men.

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men Post-Reading Activities Kristen Kemp,
2015-06-26 These post-reading activities for Of Mice and Men allow students to share their
understanding of characters, plot, and settings of the novel. They have opportunities to write, draw,
and perform based on what they've learned.

of mice and men characters: A Production Book of John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men Jules
Irving, 1949

of mice and men characters: Critical Literacy as Resistance Laraine Wallowitz, 2008 Critical
Literacy as Resistance is a collaborate effort among secondary and university educators from across
the United States that addresses questions such as: What does a critical literacy classroom look like?
What various texts are used? What strategies do teachers use to encourage students and teacher
candidates to recognize how texts construct power and privilege? How do educators inspire activism
in and out of the classroom? This book documents the experiences of scholars and teachers who
have successfully bridged theory and practice by applying critical literacy into their respective
content areas. The authors spell out the difference between critical thinking and critical literacy,
then show how to write and implement curriculum that incorporates diverse texts and multiple
literacies in all content areas (including world language), and includes the voices of students as they
confront issues of race, class, gender, and power. The principles and practices laid out here will help
teachers use literacy to liberate and empower students both in and outside the classroom by
respecting and studying the literacies students bring to school, while simultaneously teaching (and
challenging) the literacies of those in power. This is a book for pre- and in-service teachers in all
content areas, staff developers, secondary literacy specialists, university professors, and anyone
interested in social justice.

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men , 2011-03

of mice and men characters: Of Mice and Men and The Moon Is Down John Steinbeck,
2010-04-27 Two devastating short novels adapted for the stage by Steinbeck himself A Penguin
Classic This Penguin Classics edition celebrates Steinbeck’s dramatic adaptations of his most
powerful short novels, Of Mice and Men and The Moon Is Down, featuring a foreword by
award-winning actor James Earl Jones. Of Mice and Men represents an experiment in form - as
Steinbeck put it, “a kind of playable novel, written in novel form but so scened and set that it can be
played as it stands.” A rarity in American letters, it achieved remarkable success as a novel, a
Broadway play, and three acclaimed films. Of Mice and Men received the New York Drama Critics’
Circle Award for Best Play in 1937-1938. A number of acclaimed actors have interpreted the iconic
roles of George and Lennie for stage and screen, including James Earl Jones, John Malkovich and




Gary Sinise. The Moon Is Down uncovers profound, often unsettling truths about war and human
nature. It tells the story of a peaceable town taken by enemy troops, and had an extraordinary
impact as Allied propaganda in Nazi-occupied Europe. This Penguin Classics edition of the theatrical
adaptations of Steinbeck’s two classic short novels is essential to actors, playwrights, filmmakers
and directors studying the dramatic work of the Nobel Prize winning author of The Grapes of Wrath
and East of Eden. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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