
omega psi phi facts

omega psi phi facts reveal a rich history and enduring legacy of one of the most influential African
American fraternities in the United States. Founded in the early 20th century, Omega Psi Phi has
played a significant role in the academic, social, and cultural development of its members as well as
the broader community. This article explores key omega psi phi facts, including its founding
principles, notable members, philanthropic efforts, and traditions that have helped shape its identity
over the decades. Understanding these facts provides insight into the fraternity's commitment to
scholarship, leadership, and community service. Additionally, the article covers the organizational
structure and the impact of Omega Psi Phi on American society. Readers will gain a comprehensive
overview of this historic fraternity through detailed sections organized for easy navigation.
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History and Founding of Omega Psi Phi

Origins and Establishment
Omega Psi Phi was founded on November 17, 1911, at Howard University in Washington, D.C. It
holds the distinction of being the first fraternity founded at a historically Black university. The
founding members, known as the "Four Founders," were Edgar Amos Love, Oscar James Cooper,
Frank Coleman, and the faculty adviser, Dr. Ernest Everett Just. Their vision was to create an
organization that emphasized scholarship, perseverance, and uplift within the African American
community. The fraternity's establishment came during a time of significant social challenges, and
its creation provided a platform for leadership and academic excellence among Black men.

Early Growth and Expansion
Following its founding, Omega Psi Phi quickly expanded beyond Howard University, establishing
chapters across other colleges and universities. The fraternity sought to maintain high standards for
membership and fostered a strong sense of brotherhood and commitment among its members. The
rapid growth reflected the fraternity's resonance with young African American men seeking
camaraderie and a means to contribute positively to society. During the early 20th century, Omega
Psi Phi became a prominent organization within the African American collegiate landscape.



Core Principles and Symbols

Founding Principles
The fraternity is guided by four cardinal principles: Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift.
These principles form the foundation of Omega Psi Phi's mission to develop leaders who excel
academically and contribute to the betterment of their communities. Manhood emphasizes integrity
and responsibility, Scholarship prioritizes academic achievement, Perseverance encourages
resilience in the face of adversity, and Uplift focuses on service and improving society.

Symbols and Motto
Omega Psi Phi is rich in symbolism, which reinforces its identity and values. The fraternity's official
colors are royal purple and old gold, symbolizing royalty and excellence. Its emblem features the
Greek letters ΩΨΦ, representing Omega Psi Phi. The fraternity's motto, "Friendship is Essential to
the Soul," highlights the importance of brotherhood and mutual support among its members.
Additional symbols include the lamp of knowledge and the dove, both signifying wisdom and peace.

Notable Members and Contributions

Influential Figures
Omega Psi Phi has been home to numerous distinguished individuals who have made significant
contributions in various fields such as civil rights, arts, sciences, sports, and politics. Notable
members include civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., legendary athlete Michael Jordan,
and prominent entertainer Langston Hughes. These individuals exemplify the fraternity's dedication
to excellence and leadership.

Impact on Society
Members of Omega Psi Phi have played vital roles in advancing social justice and promoting African
American culture. Through activism, public service, and professional achievements, the fraternity’s
members have influenced positive change nationally and internationally. The legacy of these
members continues to inspire new generations to uphold the fraternity’s ideals.

Philanthropy and Community Service

Commitment to Service
Philanthropy is integral to Omega Psi Phi’s mission. The fraternity engages in numerous community
service initiatives aimed at improving education, health, and welfare within underserved
populations. These efforts reflect their commitment to the principle of Uplift and the desire to make
lasting societal impacts.



Signature Programs
Some of the fraternity’s well-known philanthropic programs include:

The Achievement Week, celebrating the accomplishments of African Americans and promoting
educational excellence.

Talent Hunt Programs, which support young artists and performers.

Health initiatives focused on awareness and prevention of illnesses such as prostate cancer
and diabetes.

Mentorship and scholarship programs designed to assist youth in academic and personal
development.

Organizational Structure and Membership

Chapter System
Omega Psi Phi operates through a structured chapter system encompassing undergraduate and
graduate chapters across the United States and internationally. Each chapter is responsible for
upholding the fraternity’s standards and implementing local service projects. The fraternity
maintains rigorous membership guidelines to ensure commitment to its principles.

Membership Process
Prospective members undergo a thorough intake process that includes education on fraternity
history, values, and expectations for conduct. Membership is open to men who demonstrate
academic achievement, leadership potential, and a dedication to community service. The fraternity
emphasizes lifelong brotherhood and personal development beyond college years.

Traditions and Cultural Impact

Fraternal Traditions
Omega Psi Phi is known for its rich traditions, which foster unity and pride among members. These
include stepping and strolling, unique to many Black fraternities and sororities, as well as the use of
specific hand signs, calls, and paraphernalia that symbolize fraternity bonds. Annual conventions
and regional conferences provide opportunities for networking and reinforcing fraternity values.

Cultural Significance
The fraternity has significantly influenced African American culture and identity. Its members have
contributed to the promotion of education, arts, and civil rights, embedding Omega Psi Phi into the
broader narrative of Black excellence and empowerment. The fraternity continues to be a source of
inspiration and leadership within the African American community and beyond.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the founding date of Omega Psi Phi fraternity?
Omega Psi Phi fraternity was founded on November 17, 1911.

Who were the founders of Omega Psi Phi?
Omega Psi Phi was founded by three Howard University students: Edgar Amos Love, Oscar James
Cooper, and Frank Coleman, along with their faculty adviser, Dr. Ernest Everett Just.

What is the official motto of Omega Psi Phi?
The official motto of Omega Psi Phi is "Friendship is Essential to the Soul."

What are the official colors of Omega Psi Phi fraternity?
The official colors of Omega Psi Phi are royal purple and old gold.

What is the significance of the Omega Psi Phi fraternity in
African American history?
Omega Psi Phi is one of the first predominantly African American fraternities founded at a
historically Black college, emphasizing scholarship, community service, and cultural uplift.

What are some notable contributions or programs run by
Omega Psi Phi?
Omega Psi Phi is known for programs like the Achievement Week, scholarship initiatives, voter
registration drives, and mentoring youth through initiatives such as the Talent Hunt Program.

Additional Resources
1. Omega Psi Phi: A Legacy of Brotherhood
This book delves into the rich history and traditions of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., highlighting
its founding principles and enduring commitment to scholarship, perseverance, and uplift. Readers
will explore the fraternity’s impact on African American communities and its influential members.
The narrative includes anecdotes and facts that showcase the organization’s unique culture and
achievements.

2. The Founding Fathers of Omega Psi Phi
Focusing on the visionaries who established Omega Psi Phi in 1911, this book offers an in-depth look
at the lives and contributions of the fraternity’s founders. It provides insight into the social and
educational climate of the time, illustrating how these men created a brotherhood dedicated to
service and academic excellence. The book includes rare photographs and personal stories that
bring the founders’ legacy to life.



3. Omega Psi Phi: Brotherhood in Action
This volume highlights the fraternity’s community service initiatives and leadership programs
throughout its history. It showcases how Omega Psi Phi members have made significant
contributions to civil rights, education, and social justice. Through compelling case studies and
interviews, readers gain an understanding of the fraternity’s role as a catalyst for positive change.

4. The Symbols and Rituals of Omega Psi Phi
Explore the meaning behind the fraternity’s symbols, colors, and rituals in this detailed guide. The
book explains the significance of Omega Psi Phi’s emblematic elements and how they foster unity
and pride among members. It also discusses the role of tradition in maintaining the fraternity’s
identity across generations.

5. Notable Omega Psi Phi Members: Influencers and Icons
Highlighting prominent members of Omega Psi Phi, this book profiles individuals who have excelled
in various fields such as politics, sports, entertainment, and academia. It emphasizes how the
fraternity’s values influenced their paths to success. Readers will find inspiring stories that
demonstrate the fraternity’s broad impact on American culture.

6. Omega Psi Phi and the Civil Rights Movement
This historical account examines the fraternity’s involvement in the struggle for civil rights in the
United States. The book details how Omega Psi Phi members participated in activism, voter
registration drives, and advocacy efforts. It offers perspectives on the fraternity’s contribution to
social progress during a pivotal era.

7. The Evolution of Omega Psi Phi Chapters Nationwide
Tracing the growth of Omega Psi Phi from its founding chapter to its extensive national and
international presence, this book chronicles the establishment of various chapters and their unique
contributions. It highlights regional differences and the fraternity’s adaptability to changing times.
The narrative is enriched with maps, timelines, and chapter histories.

8. Omega Psi Phi: Scholarship and Academic Excellence
This book focuses on the fraternity’s commitment to education and the numerous scholarship
programs it sponsors. It discusses how Omega Psi Phi supports its members’ academic pursuits and
promotes lifelong learning. The book also features testimonials from scholars who have benefited
from the fraternity’s educational initiatives.

9. Omega Psi Phi in Popular Culture
Examining the fraternity’s portrayal in music, film, and literature, this book explores how Omega Psi
Phi has influenced and been represented in popular culture. It analyzes references to the fraternity
in hip-hop, cinema, and television, highlighting its cultural significance. The book provides context
for understanding Omega Psi Phi’s role beyond the traditional fraternity framework.
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  omega psi phi facts: The History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. (an Update for the
Period 1960-2008) Vernon Steve Weakley, 2009-05-01 This literary work is an update of the
History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. for the period 1960 to 2008. This book humbly takes up
where Omega men Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their outstanding committees stopped. This
new update was officially sanctioned and commissioned by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. via the
38th Grand Basileus, the honorable Warren G. Lee, and the elected Supreme Council for the 74th
Grand Conclave. This Omega History Book project will provide a clear and accurate history of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and its impact on America and African Americans in particular for the
period 1960 to 2008. This new History update will serve to clearly demonstrate how Omega Psi Phi
fraternity Inc. has, not only made a significant positive difference in the lives of Black people, but the
entire world. It is this committee's fervent hope that this update will not only enlighten, be a beacon
and shed light on our illustrious history but will also be an inspiration to young people, the general
public at large and all Omega Men, past, present and future. This new update involved the
comprehensive gathering of historical data on Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. from all across America
and internationally for the period 1960 to the 2008. It endeavored to encompass all significant
contributions, all noteworthy efforts and the resulting factual recordation of Omega Psi Phi
fraternity and all Omega men who have had pertinent impact on America and Omega Dear during
this period. This project was massive and took over two years to complete. The resulting final
product will be a self perpetuating income generating source for Omega Psi Phi fraternity for many
years to come. Please be clearly advised readers that this is an update of the previous history books
written by the honorable Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their committees. This book, with the
exception of containing some basic historical information to enlighten a person who has no
knowledge of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, will not routinely cover past historical information shown in
the great works of Dreer and Gill occurring prior to this update period. The history rich period for
this update has provided many interesting challenges for Omega and its members. The Founders of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity did not shrink from the task, nor did they pity themselves for being given
the tremendous burden to uplift the African American race. W.E.B. DuBois' talented tenth assertion
must be our rallying cry in that it crystallizes the fact that Omega men must be in the forefront in
lifting the Black community to higher heights. Omega men are indeed the cream of the crop
endowed with the divine gift of greatness. And, our great history and our individual and unified
deeds bare witness to this fact and with that our readiness to step to the fore. Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Inc. is filled with many great Omega men who have had significant positive impact on
America during this update period. There are undeniable facts, inspiring legends, and exceptional
Omega men who have accomplished great things in their districts and at the international level, as
well as in their personal lives and in their gallant exploits across the nation. It is time that the world
knows of our extraordinary contributions to the greatest country on earth and our proud race. We
pray that this HISTORY OF OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY INC. for the period 1960 to 2008
accomplishes this goal and be a guiding light to live by and be a positive uplifting force for all that
reads it.
  omega psi phi facts: The World Almanac & Book of Facts , 1951
  omega psi phi facts: Facts to Aid Student Consideration of the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Office of Admissions and Records,
1978
  omega psi phi facts: The World Almanac and Book of Facts , 1951
  omega psi phi facts: Before You Pledge: Essential Information You Should Know About the
Divine Nine Dr. Michael J. R. Winfield, Before You Pledge: Essential Information You Should Know
About the Divine Nine is an important read for all those considering joining a Black Greek Letter
Organization or for anyone wanting to simply learn about the origin of this august body of black men
and women. The dawn of the twentieth century brought many challenges to young African American
students seeking enrollment at all-white college campuses. Intense racial prejudice forced many



black students to leave predominantly white universities. And at the same time, on Historically Black
College campuses, the desire for fellowship through shared social experiences led to the rise of
Black Greek life, starting with Cornell University in New York. Alpha Phi Alpha, the first black
fraternity formed at a predominantly white university in 1906, would point the way for similar
organizations to develop. Between 1906 and 1922, eight Black Greek Letter Organizations were
formed, with a ninth in 1963. Known collectively as the “Divine Nine,” these five fraternities and
four sororities would go on to shape the course of Black America. Together, these young black men
and women would face down racial prejudice, take the lead in the fight for social justice, in the end,
reshape the American cultural landscape. Finally, no other group of people can claim to have the
sheer degree of accomplishments in all areas of human activity in the United States and in many
other parts of the world compared to the Divine Nine.
  omega psi phi facts: The Crisis , 1940-11 The Crisis, founded by W.E.B. Du Bois as the official
publication of the NAACP, is a journal of civil rights, history, politics, and culture and seeks to
educate and challenge its readers about issues that continue to plague African Americans and other
communities of color. For nearly 100 years, The Crisis has been the magazine of opinion and thought
leaders, decision makers, peacemakers and justice seekers. It has chronicled, informed, educated,
entertained and, in many instances, set the economic, political and social agenda for our nation and
its multi-ethnic citizens.
  omega psi phi facts: With Faith in God and Heart and Mind Maurice J. Hobson, Eddie R.
Cole, Jim C. Harper, Derrick P. Alridge, 2025-01-10 When Edgar A. Love, Oscar J. Cooper, Frank
Coleman, and Ernest Everett Just founded the historically Black fraternity Omega Psi Phi on
November 17, 1911, at Howard University, they could not have known how great of an impact their
organization would have on American life. Over the 110 years that followed, its members led
colleges and universities; served in prominent military roles; made innumerable contributions to
education, civic society, science, and medicine; and at least one campaigned for the US presidency.
This book offers a comprehensive, authoritative history of the fraternity, emphasizing its vital role
through multiple eras of the Black freedom struggle. The authors address both the individual work
of its membership, which has included such figures as Carter G. Woodson, Bayard Rustin, Roy
Wilkins, James L. Farmer Jr., Benjamin Elijah Mays, James Clyburn, Jesse Jackson, and Benjamin
Crump, and the collective efforts of the fraternity’s leadership to encourage its general membership
to contribute to the struggle in concrete ways over the years. The result is a book that uniquely
connects the 1910s with the present, showing the ongoing power of a Black fraternal organization to
channel its members toward social reform.
  omega psi phi facts: The Crisis , 1985-12 The Crisis, founded by W.E.B. Du Bois as the official
publication of the NAACP, is a journal of civil rights, history, politics, and culture and seeks to
educate and challenge its readers about issues that continue to plague African Americans and other
communities of color. For nearly 100 years, The Crisis has been the magazine of opinion and thought
leaders, decision makers, peacemakers and justice seekers. It has chronicled, informed, educated,
entertained and, in many instances, set the economic, political and social agenda for our nation and
its multi-ethnic citizens.
  omega psi phi facts: Everything to Know about Omega Little Things Collectible, 2012-11-30
Omega Psi Phi book collectible with timeless information that you will want to keep forever! A
compact sized book for easy use and quick put away so you can keep your discretion! Includes all
the pertinent historical and factual information you need to know about Omega Psi Phi.
  omega psi phi facts: The Greatest Black Achievers in History Sylvia Lovina Chidi, 2014-06-13
This book summarizes the lives of the great black people that have made great contributions to the
lives of many Worldwide. The book has brief detailed biographies of black activists, scientists,
educators, entertainers, musicians, inventors, politicians, authors, sportsmen & women, and others
who have surpassed the normal to make historical marks on society. The biographical account of
each individual provides relevant dates, events and achievements by the individual. There are
pictures and excellent drawings that highlight particular moments in history. This is one of the



greatest pieces of work on black history and it will appeal to everyone including, students, groups,
universities, libraries, schools and anyone interested in history of black people in the World.
  omega psi phi facts: The Oracle... Omega Psi Phi fraternity, 1925
  omega psi phi facts: Selective Service , 1967
  omega psi phi facts: Facts on File , 1952
  omega psi phi facts: To Right These Wrongs Robert R. Korstad, James L. Leloudis, 2011-01-20
When Governor Terry Sanford established the North Carolina Fund in 1963, he saw it as a way to
provide a better life for the tens of thousands whose family income is so low that daily subsistence is
always in doubt. Illustrated with evocative photographs by Billy Barnes, To Right These Wrongs
offers a lively account of this pioneering effort in America's War on Poverty. Robert Korstad and
James Leloudis describe how the Fund's initial successes grew out of its reliance on private
philanthropy and federal dollars and its commitment to the democratic mobilization of the poor.
Both were calculated tactics designed to outflank conservative state lawmakers and entrenched
local interests that nourished Jim Crow, perpetuated one-party politics, and protected an economy
built on cheap labor. By late 1968, when the Fund closed its doors, a resurgent politics of race had
gained the advantage, led by a Republican Party that had reorganized itself around opposition to
civil rights and aid to the poor. The North Carolina Fund came up short in its battle against poverty,
but its story continues to be a source of inspiration and instruction for new generations of
Americans.
  omega psi phi facts: In a Minor Key Ira De Augustine Reid, 1940
  omega psi phi facts: Encyclopedia of African American Education Kofi Lomotey, 2010 The
Encyclopedia of African American Education covers educational institutions at every level, from
preschool through graduate and professional training, with special attention to historically black and
predominantly black colleges and universities. Other entries cover individuals, organizations,
associations, and publications that have had a significant impact on African American education. The
Encyclopedia also presents information on public policy affecting the education of African
Americans, including both court decisions and legislation. It includes a discussion of curriculum,
concepts, theories, and alternative models of education, and addresses the topics of gender and
sexual orientation, religion, and the media. The Encyclopedia also includes a Reader's Guide,
provided to help readers find entries on related topics. It classifies entries in sixteen categories:
Alternative Educational Models Associations and Organizations Biographies Collegiate Education
Curriculum Economics Gender Graduate and Professional Education Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Legal Cases Pre-Collegiate Education Psychology and Human Development Public
Policy Publications Religious Institutions Segregation/Desegregation. Some entries appear in more
than one category. This two-volume reference work will be an invaluable resource not only for
educators and students but for all readers who seek an understanding of African American education
both historically and in the 21st century.
  omega psi phi facts: The Bookshop Rescue Rochelle Alers, 2022-04-26 How to fetch a family
Bookshop owner—and recently heartbroken—Lucy Tucker never imagined how dramatically life
would change once she started fostering Buttercup, a pregnant golden retriever. The biggest
change? Growing a lot closer to the businessman next door, Calum Ramsey, especially after the two
of them help Buttercup welcome her five puppies into the world. One romantic night later, and
they’re expecting a baby of their own! Stunned at first, steadfastly single Calum is now dutifully
offering marriage. But Lucy doesn’t need rescuing. She wants the true-blue happy ending they both
deserve. From Harlequin Special Edition: Believe in love. Overcome obstacles. Find happiness.
Furever Yours Book 1: A New Leash on Love by Melissa Senate Book 2: How to Rescue a Family by
Teri Wilson Book 3: Not Just the Girl Next Door by Stacy Connelly Book 4: The Nanny Clause by
Karen Rose Smith Book 5: The City Girl's Homecoming by Kathy Douglass Book 6: It Started with a
Pregnancy by Christy Jeffries Book 7: Home is Where the Hound Is by Melissa Senate Book 8: More
Than a Temporary Family by Marie Ferrarella Book 9: The Bookshop Rescue by Rochelle Alers Book
10: Love off the Leash by Tara Taylor Quinn Book 11: A Double Dose of Happiness by Teri Wilson



Book 12: It Started with a Puppy by Christy Jeffries
  omega psi phi facts: Xi Psi Phi Quarterly , 1909
  omega psi phi facts: Omega Psi Phi Unauthorized History Wiggins, 2014-06-19 Omega Psi Phi
Unauthorized History Quiz and Test Book based on historical and traditional facts.
  omega psi phi facts: Soulstepping Elizabeth Calvert Fine, 2003 Stepping is a complex
performance that melds folk traditions with popular culture and involves synchronized percussive
movement, singing, speaking, chanting, and drama. Elizabeth C. Fine's stunningly elaborate and
vibrant portrayal of the cultural politics of stepping draws on interviews with individuals on college
campuses and steppers and stepping coaches from high schools, community groups, churches, and
dance organizations. Soulstepping is the first book to document the history of stepping, its roots in
African and African American culture, and its transformation by churches, schools, and social groups
into a powerful tool for instilling group identity and community involvement.
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