
peace like a river worship
peace like a river worship is a profound expression often found in Christian worship music and
sermons, symbolizing the deep, abiding tranquility that faith can bring to the soul. This phrase evokes
imagery of calm and steady waters, representing a spiritual peace that flows continuously, regardless
of life's circumstances. In the context of worship, "peace like a river" serves as a powerful metaphor
for God’s comforting presence and the assurance of His promises. This article explores the origins,
significance, and impact of peace like a river worship in both personal devotion and corporate worship
settings. It also examines how this theme is reflected in hymns, contemporary worship songs, and
spiritual practices that encourage believers to experience and share this divine peace. Delving into its
biblical roots and practical applications, the discussion highlights why peace like a river worship
remains a cherished element in Christian spirituality today.

Origins and Biblical Foundations of Peace Like a River Worship

Theological Significance of Peace Like a River in Worship

Peace Like a River in Hymns and Contemporary Worship Music

Practical Applications of Peace Like a River Worship

Impact of Peace Like a River Worship on Spiritual Life

Origins and Biblical Foundations of Peace Like a River
Worship
The phrase "peace like a river" originates from the Bible, specifically from the book of Isaiah 66:12,
which says, "For thus says the Lord: Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river." This imagery has
been embraced by Christian worship as a vivid depiction of the peace God offers to His people. The
metaphor of a river indicates constant and abundant flow, symbolizing a peace that is unwavering
and life-sustaining. In addition to Isaiah, the concept aligns with numerous biblical passages that
emphasize peace as a fruit of the Spirit and a gift from God, such as John 14:27 and Philippians 4:7.
These scriptures provide a solid foundation for understanding peace like a river worship as more than
poetic language—it is a doctrinal truth that underpins Christian faith and practice.

Biblical Verses Emphasizing Peace
Several key Bible verses contribute to the theological basis of peace like a river worship:

Isaiah 66:12: The direct source of the metaphor, highlighting God's promise of peace.

John 14:27: Jesus’ assurance of peace that transcends worldly troubles.



Philippians 4:7: The peace of God guarding hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Psalm 46:4: Describing a river whose streams make glad the city of God.

These verses collectively affirm that peace like a river worship draws from the enduring and dynamic
nature of God's peace revealed through Scripture.

Theological Significance of Peace Like a River in
Worship
Peace like a river worship carries deep theological significance within the Christian tradition. It
represents the tranquility and assurance that believers find in their relationship with God, reflecting
the transformative power of divine peace in the believer's heart. Theologically, this peace is
understood as both a present experience and a future hope. It is the peace that passes all
understanding, calming fears and anxieties by anchoring the soul in God’s steadfast love and
sovereignty. Worship centered around this theme invites participants to enter into a sacred space
where peace is not only celebrated but also received as a tangible blessing from God.

Peace as a Fruit of the Spirit
Peace is listed as one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23, making it an essential
attribute cultivated in the life of a believer. Peace like a river worship acknowledges the Spirit's role in
producing inner tranquility and harmony amidst external chaos. This spiritual peace enables believers
to maintain hope and joy even in difficult times, reinforcing the idea that true peace is a divine gift
rather than a mere human achievement.

Peace in Eschatological Context
The concept of peace also has eschatological implications in Christian theology. Peace like a river
worship anticipates the ultimate restoration and reconciliation that will occur at the end of time when
God's kingdom is fully realized. This future dimension of peace inspires worshipers to persevere and
live faithfully, knowing that the peace they experience now is a foretaste of the eternal peace to
come.

Peace Like a River in Hymns and Contemporary
Worship Music
The theme of peace like a river has been a rich source of inspiration for Christian music across
centuries. From traditional hymns to modern worship songs, this imagery resonates deeply with
worshipers, providing comfort and encouragement through melody and lyric. The persistent use of
this metaphor in music underscores its importance in expressing spiritual truths and fostering a
worshipful atmosphere centered on God’s peace.



Classic Hymns Featuring Peace Like a River
One of the most well-known hymns incorporating this theme is "It Is Well with My Soul," written by
Horatio Spafford. The hymn famously includes the line, "When peace like a river attendeth my way,"
reflecting a profound trust in God amid life's trials. Other traditional hymns also utilize river imagery
to evoke the presence of peace and hope, making them staples in many church worship services.

Contemporary Worship Songs Emphasizing Peace
Modern worship music continues to embrace the peace like a river motif, often blending it with
themes of grace, refuge, and faithfulness. Contemporary artists use this imagery to create songs that
invite congregational participation and personal reflection. These songs typically emphasize the
accessibility of God's peace and encourage believers to rest in His presence regardless of
circumstances.

Encouragement and comfort through lyrics

Musical arrangements that evoke calm and reverence

Integration into worship sets for moments of reflection and prayer

Practical Applications of Peace Like a River Worship
Peace like a river worship is not only a theological or musical concept but also a practical tool for
spiritual growth and mental well-being. Incorporating this theme into personal devotion and corporate
worship can foster a deeper sense of calm, resilience, and connection with God. Various worship
practices intentionally focus on cultivating this peace through prayer, meditation, and song.

Incorporating Peace Like a River in Personal Devotion
Individuals can meditate on scriptures related to peace and use music centered on this theme as part
of their daily devotional time. Reflecting on the steady flow of a river helps believers visualize God’s
constant presence and care, which can be particularly soothing during times of stress or uncertainty.

Using Peace Like a River Worship in Church Services
Churches often incorporate peace like a river worship in their liturgy, especially during moments
dedicated to prayer, confession, or healing. This focus helps create an environment where
congregants feel safe to express their struggles and receive spiritual encouragement. Worship leaders
may select songs, prayers, and readings that emphasize peace to support this atmosphere.



Impact of Peace Like a River Worship on Spiritual Life
The practice of peace like a river worship has a significant impact on the spiritual lives of believers. It
nurtures an ongoing awareness of God’s presence, helping individuals navigate life’s challenges with
greater confidence and hope. This style of worship can deepen faith, promote emotional healing, and
strengthen community bonds within the church.

Emotional and Psychological Benefits
Engaging in worship that highlights peace can reduce anxiety and foster emotional stability. The
imagery of a steady river encourages believers to trust in God’s timing and providence, which can
alleviate feelings of fear and despair.

Strengthening Faith and Community
Peace like a river worship also serves to unify congregations around a shared experience of God’s
peace. It promotes empathy, mutual support, and a collective sense of spiritual well-being. This
communal aspect enriches the worship experience and encourages believers to live out peace in their
daily relationships.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the song 'Peace Like a River' in
worship?
The song 'Peace Like a River' symbolizes the deep, flowing peace that comes from faith in God,
likening it to a river that continuously provides calm and comfort during life's storms.

How is 'Peace Like a River' used in contemporary worship
services?
In contemporary worship, 'Peace Like a River' is often sung to create an atmosphere of tranquility and
trust in God's presence, helping congregations focus on His peace amidst challenges.

Who originally wrote or popularized the worship song 'Peace
Like a River'?
The phrase 'Peace Like a River' is derived from the traditional hymn 'I've Got Peace Like a River,'
which has been adapted and used in various worship settings over time.

What scripture inspires the lyrics of 'Peace Like a River'



worship song?
The lyrics are inspired by scriptures such as Isaiah 66:12 and John 14:27, which speak about God's
peace flowing like a river and the peace Jesus gives to believers.

Can 'Peace Like a River' be used in both personal and
corporate worship?
Yes, 'Peace Like a River' is versatile and can be used in personal devotion to invite God's peace as
well as in corporate worship to unite the congregation in a peaceful, worshipful mindset.

How can worship leaders incorporate 'Peace Like a River' into
their services effectively?
Worship leaders can incorporate 'Peace Like a River' by pairing it with moments of prayer, reflection,
or scripture reading about peace to deepen the congregation's experience of God's calming presence.

Additional Resources
1. Peace Like a River by Leif Enger
This novel follows the story of Reuben Land, a boy whose family experiences miraculous events
amidst hardship in the 1960s Midwest. Themes of faith, hope, and justice intertwine as the family
navigates loss and challenges. The lyrical prose and heartfelt storytelling emphasize the power of
grace and the presence of peace even in turbulent times.

2. The Art of Peace by Morihei Ueshiba
Written by the founder of Aikido, this book presents philosophical teachings on harmony, conflict
resolution, and inner peace. It combines martial arts wisdom with spiritual reflections, encouraging
readers to cultivate compassion and balance in their lives. The text is both practical and poetic,
offering guidance for peaceful living.

3. Peace Is Every Step by Thich Nhat Hanh
Zen master Thich Nhat Hanh shares mindfulness practices that help cultivate peace in everyday life.
This book emphasizes the importance of being fully present and finding joy in simple moments.
Through meditation and compassionate awareness, readers learn how to transform anger and
suffering into calm and happiness.

4. Making Peace by Anne Lamott
Anne Lamott explores the spiritual journey towards forgiveness and reconciliation in this deeply
personal memoir. She reflects on family dynamics, personal struggles, and the transformative power
of grace. The book encourages readers to embrace vulnerability and healing as paths to inner peace.

5. Nonviolent Communication: A Language of Life by Marshall B. Rosenberg
This practical guide teaches communication techniques aimed at resolving conflicts peacefully and
fostering understanding. Rosenberg emphasizes empathy, active listening, and honest expression as
tools for building harmonious relationships. The book has been widely used in mediation, education,
and personal growth.



6. The Book of Joy by Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu
Two spiritual leaders come together to discuss the nature of joy and inner peace despite life’s
challenges. Through conversations and personal stories, they reveal how compassion and forgiveness
contribute to lasting happiness. The book offers wisdom on cultivating resilience and kindness in a
troubled world.

7. Peaceful Neighbor: Discovering the Countercultural Mister Rogers by Michael G. Long
This biography delves into the life and philosophy of Fred Rogers, focusing on his commitment to
kindness, understanding, and peace. It highlights how Rogers’ gentle demeanor and messages of love
impacted generations. The book invites readers to consider how simple acts of compassion can
transform communities.

8. The Prophet by Kahlil Gibran
A classic collection of poetic essays, this book covers topics like love, freedom, and peace with
profound spiritual insight. Gibran’s timeless reflections inspire readers to live thoughtfully and
harmoniously. The elegant prose encourages a deep connection to oneself and others.

9. Where the Light Gets In: Losing My Mother Only to Find Her Again by Kimberly Williams-Paisley
In this memoir, the author recounts the profound journey through grief and healing after her mother’s
death. The narrative explores how love and memories can bring peace amid pain. It’s a moving
testament to the enduring power of family bonds and spiritual resilience.
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  peace like a river worship: Peace Like a River Leif Enger, 2007-12-01 A boy searches for his
fugitive brother in 1960s Minnesota in this New York Times bestseller—“a stunning debut novel [of]
faith, miracles, and family” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). An eleven-year-old asthmatic boy,
Reuben Land has reason to believe in miracles. But he will soon learn that life, even when touched
by the divine, is never easy. Along with his father and poetically inclined sister, Reuben finds himself
on a cross-country search for his outlaw older brother who has been controversially charged with
murder. The Land family’s journey is touched by serendipity and the kindness of strangers, and its
remarkable conclusion demonstrates how family, love, and faith can stand up to the most terrifying
of enemies—and the most tragic of fates. “A rich mixture of adventure, tragedy, and healing,” Peace
Like a River is “a collage of legends from sources sacred and profane—from the Old Testament to
the Old West, from the Gospels to police dramas” (Ron Charles, The Christian Science Monitor).
  peace like a river worship: The Essential Hymn Anthology Hal Leonard Corp., Phillip Keveren,
2021-07-01 (Piano Solo Songbook). Church pianists will treasure this beautiful collection of over 50
beloved hymn arrangements, the first in the new Best of the Phillip Keveren Series. The original
Phillip Keveren series is now two decades old and has only increased in popularity over the years.
The anthology features four arrangements written especially for this collection, and Phillip
hand-selected all the other selections. In the preface, he writes: I love writing hymn arrangements.
The tunes are sturdy, inspired, and timeless. The process of making a hymn sing at the piano is a
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task of which I never tire.
  peace like a river worship: Far from Ordinary Lysa TerKeurst, Hope TerKeurst, 2022-03-01
Your Journey to Extraordinary Starts with One Word—Yes If you have a desire deep inside your heart
to be sold out to the Lord and do amazing things for Him, you are not alone. Lysa TerKeurst and her
daughter Hope have felt that passion too, and they've learned that only God can satisfy the craving
to go beyond just making it through the day. Why? Because God is the one who created that need
inside of you and He's using it to draw you closer to Him! As you begin your journey to
extraordinary, this book will help you overcome your fear of saying yes to God by focusing on the
life-changing results of obeying Himunderstand that you have been uniquely designed by the Lord to
play an important part in His planslearn how to grow in your relationship with Him by digging deep
into encouraging Bible verseslisten for what the Lord wants to speak to you with practical ways to
recognize His voice in your everyday life When you say yes to God, you will see your faith grow and
bloom. Will you accept His invitation and start your journey today?
  peace like a river worship: What Happens When Women Say Yes to God Deluxe Edition Lysa
TerKeurst, 2014-08-01 Add beauty to your quiet time or delight a friend with a gift they will
treasure. This deluxe, padded-hardcover edition of Lysa TerKeurst's popular What Happens When
Women Say Yes to God (more than 170,00 copies sold) embraces her powerful message of obedience
and fulfillment that is changing women's lives around the world. In each chapter and Bible study
portion, Lysa, president of Proverbs 31 Ministries, shares inspiring stories and compelling insights
about what it means to partner with God in all decisions and actions. This adventure leads you to
discern the voice of God and say yes to His call experience the deep joy of wholehearted obedience
let God affect lives around you in remarkable ways This is your invitation to embark on the
transforming journey of faithfulness as you seek God and boldly ask for and expect more from the
Christian life. Say yes!
  peace like a river worship: What Happens When Women Say Yes to God and Walk in Faith
Lysa TerKeurst, 2022-07-19 Become the Woman God Made You to Be Lysa TerKeurst’s bestselling
books have inspired millions of women to uncover the purpose God has for them. Now for the first
time, you can find two of her most powerful titles together in one elegant volume, perfect for reading
for the first time or revisiting as you grow in your faith. What Happens When Women Say Yes to God
sets you on a journey of learning how to be obedient to the Lord. You’ll see the beautiful
transformation that accompanies following God’s voice in your daily life and open your eyes to the
incredible ways you can experience Him today. What Happens When Women Walk in Faith shows
you how to pursue God’s call even through times of doubt, discouragement, and pain. You’ll learn
how to remain encouraged and equipped through embracing God’s promises no matter what comes
your way. Complete with a personal Bible study at the end of each chapter, this two-book collection
will lead you on a journey of spiritual renewal and revelation as you joyfully pursue the call God has
created you to fulfill.
  peace like a river worship: He is Enough Asheritah Ciuciu, 2018-06-05 Discover the Secret to
a Full Life We live in a world of scarcity. We say, “I don’t have enough time… maybe when we have
more money… if only I had a little more help…” But Scripture says if we have Jesus, we have
enough. In this 6-week study of Colossians, Asheritah Ciuciu leads readers to discover the
life-altering importance of Jesus’ sufficiency and sovereignty. And you don’t need hours a day to
enjoy this Bible Study. Each day’s study contains two paths: Snack on the Go: a bite-size morsel of
truth to chew on throughout your busy day FEAST: a dig-deep guide to maximizing the “meat”
you’re getting out of your Bible study PLUS! a supplemental Serving and Leading section that
includes service challenges for making theory a reality You can enjoy this study in whatever way
works best for you. Discover the joy and freedom that abounds when we know deep in our hearts
that Jesus truly is enough.
  peace like a river worship: What Happens When Young Women Say Yes to God Lysa
TerKeurst, Hope TerKeurst, 2018-07-03 Your Journey to Extraordinary Starts with One Word—Yes If
you have a desire deep inside your heart to be someone special and do amazing things, you are not



alone. Lysa TerKeurst and her daughter, Hope, have felt that hunger too, and they've learned that
only God can satisfy the craving to go beyond just making it through the day. Why? Because God is
the one who created that need inside of you and He's using it to draw you closer to Him. As you
begin your journey to extraordinary, this book will help you overcome your fear of saying yes to God
by focusing on the life-changing results of obeying Him get past your need for perfection by giving
all your cares and worries to God stop stressing about change by embracing God's purpose and
direction for your life be confident about when God is speaking to you by learning how to recognize
His voice let go of the unimportant stuff by choosing to accept the greater gifts that God has in store
for you When you say yes to God, you will see your faith grow and bloom. Will you accept His
invitation and start your journey today?
  peace like a river worship: What Happens When Women Say Yes to God Lysa TerKeurst,
2018-07-03 Your job is obedience. God's job is everything else. If you've ever found yourself
wondering...What is God's plan for my life? or Can He really use me? you're not alone. Lysa
TerKeurst has wrestled through those same questions. But she's also learned that we were
absolutely created to participate in God's divine activity and experience His rich blessings. We just
have to say yes to Him! Through her own struggles, doubts, and honest vulnerability, Lysa will equip
you to: Reignite your passion for the Lord by discovering the incredible opportunities He's already
placed in front of you and the courage to say yes. Know what God is speaking personally to you with
practical ways to listen for His voice. Overcome the fear that you're not doing the Christian life right
by learning it's about perfect surrender, not perfect performance. Apply key teachings to your own
situation today with helpful study questions and reflection prompts. Get ready for a journey of joy
and purpose—one that will radically bless you beyond what you can ask or imagine!
  peace like a river worship: It's All About the Change Priscilla Davis, 2014-04-24 Its All
about the Change is designed to be a day-by-day study of Gods Word that will bring you closer to
Him. I encourage you to read the Scriptures that are suggested and then take time to journal your
thoughts on that days lesson. It has been my experience that journaling your thoughts will help to
write Gods Word in your heart and mind. Scripture recollection is greatly improved by this practice.
I pray that through this study you will receive all that God has in store for you. As you begin, sit
down with your Bible and read the passage we will be covering. Then dig into the study guide and
find the treasures for your soul. It is helpful to keep track of Gods blessings and answered prayers.
May God bless you as you begin or continue your walk with Him.
  peace like a river worship: Worship in an Age of Anxiety J. Michael Jordan, 2024-06-04 Too
often in the history of Christian worship, evangelical leaders have sought to manipulate anxiety to
spur repentance. J. Michael Jordan challenges this utilitarian approach, offering a practical theology
of worship within a healing framework that, rather than manipulating anxiety, acknowledges,
accepts, and offers it to God.
  peace like a river worship: Play Hymns, Book 3 Melody Bober, Robert D. Vandall, 2011-01-18
In Play Hymns, Book 3, pianists young and old will find accessible arrangements of beloved hymns,
which are a continuous source of inspiration and an important part of worship services. Titles: *
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah * I Need Thee Every Hour * I Sing the Mighty Power of God * I
Surrender All * It Is Well with My Soul * O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus * O Worship the King *
Steal Away * Trust and Obey * When We All Get to Heaven
  peace like a river worship: Life-Study of Isaiah Witness Lee, 1991-06
  peace like a river worship: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress. Copyright
Office, 1951
  peace like a river worship: Mornings with Jesus 2019 Guideposts,, 2018-10-09 “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) Spend the year following Jesus,
reflecting on daily devotions that show us his unchanging love and faithfulness. In Mornings with
Jesus 2019, you can read one all-new devotion each day that will encourage you to embrace Jesus's
love, to lay down your worries and walk with Him, and to focus on Him as Redeemer, Friend, and
Faithful One. Lifting up their voices in heartfelt gratitude, twelve writers consider the character and



teachings of Jesus and share how He enriches and empowers them daily and how He wants to do the
same for you. Every day you will enjoy a Scripture verse, reflection on Jesus's words, and a faith step
that inspires and challenges you in your daily walk of living a Christ-like life. In just five minutes a
day, Mornings with Jesus 2019 will help readers experience a closer relationship with Jesus. It’s full
of inspiring and lasting motivation and spiritual nourishment that fill readers with hope and
direction.
  peace like a river worship: More Than a Healer Costi W. Hinn, 2021-09-28 How does healing
fit into God's will, especially when God doesn't heal? Our hearts, our bodies, and our world are
desperate for healing. We all experience brokenness, and we rightfully look to Jesus for restoration.
But many Christians have been taught the lie that God will heal us if our faith is strong enough, and
that he is punishing us when bad things happen. Growing up in one of the world's leading
faith-healing dynasties, Costi Hinn witnessed the tragedy of people chasing after healing more than
the Healer. In this book he provides biblical clarity to some of the most challenging questions of the
Christian faith. Does grace guarantee healing? How do we catch ourselves from slipping into the
trap of seeking God for what he can do for us and not for who he really is? Beginning with the vivid
memory of the night he discovered his son's cancer diagnosis—Costi unpacks the layered feelings
and questions we have about God and his healing power, and he provides practical principles for
growing closer to Jesus. With gentle clarity and biblical wisdom, he explains how to: Faithfully pray
for healing while trusting in God's sovereignty. Navigate tough conversations about the topics of
divine healing, love, and justice. Hold on to faith even in the most painful trials. More than chasing
after the Jesus we want, this hopeful and encouraging book will guide you to discovering the Jesus
we truly need—and the true power and hope that comes from a genuine relationship with him.
  peace like a river worship: A Worshipper Always Wins: Living a Life of Victorious
Worship Gerard Assey, 2025-05-29 What if the greatest battles in life are not won by strength,
strategy, or skill—but by worship? A Worshipper Always Wins – Living a Life of Victorious Worship is
a powerful invitation to discover the secret weapon of those who refuse to live defeated. Rooted
deeply in Scripture and filled with real-life stories, this book reveals how worship shifts
atmospheres, unlocks breakthroughs, and brings heaven into everyday life. From ancient battlefields
to modern-day testimonies, you’ll see how praise silences the enemy, ignites faith, and aligns hearts
with the purposes of God. Whether in the fire of trial or the silence of waiting, the worshipper is
never alone—and never without victory. If you’ve ever longed to worship God more deeply, live more
boldly, and walk in lasting breakthrough, this book is your guide. Because when life wages war… the
worshipper wins. Worship isn’t what we do—it’s who we become. And the worshipper always wins!
  peace like a river worship: I Choose to Rejoice! Tammy Hendrix, 2022-06-22 I Choose To
Rejoice! is the devotional for you! The author has written 365 daily devotions to uplift your spirit and
bring joy to your every day walk with your Beloved. This book includes personal stories and over
thirteen years of prophetic words from the Lord, pictures, lots of Scripture, and some research from
a Hebrew perspective. The messages are straight from the Throne Room!
  peace like a river worship: When God Isn't There David Bowden, 2016-10-11 Why does God
feel so far away? Why is my worship so empty? Has God left me? David Bowden knows these
questions firsthand, having wrestled for years with God’s apparent absence and studying what the
Bible says about it. In this new book, Bowden tackles the subject head-on, finding the key to
understanding it in the Bible’s depiction of a God who is infinitely far from us, free to move where he
wants, but who chooses to come near in the person of Jesus. A resource of encouragement for those
who struggle with feeling God’s absence and a wake-up call to those who take God’s presence for
granted, When God Isn’t There will forever change your understanding of why God sometimes seems
to vanish and how he can be found again. Praise for the work of David Bowden “Awesome and
inspiring.”—Blake Mycoskie, Founder and Chief Shoe Giver at TOMS Shoes “David brings a fresh,
engaging and highly impactful approach to Scripture. His passion for the Word is both contagious
and inspirational.” —Roy Peterson, President of American Bible Society
  peace like a river worship: The Next Step Stanley P. Johnson, 2014-06-27 Once you come to



know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, what is the next step? If you have been a believer for a
while and want to grow further, what is the next step? If you have grown in your faith and want to
learn how to help other believers grow in theirs, what is the next step? This book will begin to
answer these important questions. In Peter's second letter to scattered believers, he challenges us to
add seven character qualities to our faith that will help us grow to be more like Christ. The Next
Step looks at these seven character qualities, along with God's corresponding attributes, to help us
grow in these qualities as we grow in our understanding of God's character. In every chapter,
Johnson introduces readers to prayer, grace, and practical ways to begin reaching out to the people
God places in our lives. The Next Step will help you grow in your daily walk with the Lord and will
launch you on a lifelong journey of investing in others to help them walk with Christ.
  peace like a river worship: The One Ronny Russell, 2013-12 The parable in Luke 15:1-7 can
be seen from three angles. The dilemma of the shepherd is whether or not to leave the ninety-nine
and go in search of the one lost sheep. It may not make sense economically and rationally, but he
leaves them anyway and begins his search. The poor sheep has wandered away and is lost-not
hopelessly so, but lost. The sheep does have hope, and it rests with the shepherd whose love for her
is so vast and so relentless that he won't rest until he finds the sheep. And then there's the
ninety-nine. Their attitude and behavior toward the lost sheep is paramount in the story. Will they
join in the search? Will they celebrate with the shepherd once the sheep is returned? Or will they
criticize and whine about how the shepherd spends all his time searching for the one who is lost?
The One explores the foundational nature of this parable and how important its implications are for
the church and one's own walk with the Lord. The value that God places on the one is life-changing
for those who come to understand it. An intense and powerful vision shared through the lens of
author Ronny Russell's personal and professional spiritual journey. Authenticity is found in every
paragraph that rings with empowering truth, inspiration, and encouragement for the one. ... I have
watched Ronny's journey for decades and found his passion to be deep, contagious, and
transformational for the one and the remnant who seek meaning in our fast-paced world filled with
churches that often miss the one to preserve the institution. Ronny serves Christ above all and finds
hope in God's calling and gifting as a member of the body of Christ. Truly a worthy and engaging
read! -Edward Hammett, author of Spiritual Leadership in a Secular Age and Recovering Hope for
Your Church
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