peter levine somatic experiencing

peter levine somatic experiencing is a groundbreaking therapeutic approach designed to address
trauma and stress disorders through the body’s natural ability to heal itself. Developed by Dr. Peter
Levine, somatic experiencing focuses on the connection between the mind and body, emphasizing
the role of physical sensations in processing traumatic experiences. This method diverges from
traditional talk therapies by engaging clients in a process that helps them release tension and
restore balance within their nervous system. The growing recognition of somatic experiencing
highlights its effectiveness in treating post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety, and other
trauma-related conditions. This article explores the fundamental principles of somatic experiencing,
its development by Peter Levine, practical applications, and the scientific evidence supporting its
efficacy. Readers will also gain insight into how somatic techniques can complement other
therapeutic modalities to promote holistic healing.
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Understanding Peter Levine and Somatic Experiencing

Peter Levine is a renowned psychologist, author, and trauma therapist who pioneered the somatic
experiencing method. His work integrates knowledge from biology, neuroscience, psychology, and
body-centered therapies to develop a trauma resolution technique that prioritizes bodily awareness.
Levine’s approach emerged from his observation of animals in the wild, who naturally recover from
trauma without developing the psychological disorders commonly seen in humans. Somatic
experiencing seeks to replicate this natural healing process in clinical settings by helping individuals
release the physiological energy trapped in their bodies following traumatic events.

The Origins of Somatic Experiencing

Peter Levine formulated somatic experiencing in the 1970s after extensive research into trauma
responses and animal behavior. He noticed that unlike humans, animals rarely exhibit long-term
trauma symptoms because they instinctively discharge excess energy through movements such as
shaking or trembling. Recognizing that unresolved trauma in humans often manifests as chronic
tension or dissociation, Levine developed techniques that guide clients to safely access and complete
these instinctual physical responses. This body-focused therapy addresses trauma at its core,
facilitating a natural regulation of the autonomic nervous system.



Philosophy Behind Peter Levine Somatic Experiencing

The philosophy underlying somatic experiencing is that trauma is stored not only in the mind but
also in the body’s nervous system. According to Levine, traumatic experiences can overwhelm the
nervous system's capacity to self-regulate, leading to symptoms such as hyperarousal or numbness.
By tuning into bodily sensations and gently releasing physical tension, individuals can restore
equilibrium and process traumatic memories without retraumatization. This approach emphasizes
safety, gradual progression, and the client’s innate capacity for healing.

Core Principles of Somatic Experiencing

Somatic experiencing is built upon several key principles that distinguish it from other trauma
therapies. These principles focus on bodily awareness, nervous system regulation, and the
incremental processing of traumatic material. Understanding these core concepts is essential to
grasp how the method functions in therapeutic contexts.

Focus on Sensation and Bodily Awareness

Central to Peter Levine somatic experiencing is the focus on physical sensations rather than
cognitive or emotional narratives. Clients are guided to notice subtle changes in their body, such as
temperature shifts, muscle tension, or tingling. This heightened somatic awareness helps uncover
trauma-related energy that has been "frozen" in the body, enabling its gradual release. The therapist
supports the client in tracking sensations with curiosity and without judgment, promoting present-
moment awareness and grounding.

Resource Building and Titration

Another fundamental principle is resource building, where clients develop internal or external
resources to enhance their sense of safety and resilience. Titration refers to the process of gently
approaching traumatic material in small, manageable doses to prevent overwhelm. This careful
pacing respects the nervous system’s limits, allowing trauma to be processed without triggering
dissociation or retraumatization. Together, resource building and titration foster a controlled
environment for healing.

Discharge and Completion of Defensive Responses

Somatic experiencing aims to facilitate the completion of incomplete defensive responses that were
halted during the traumatic event. These responses may include fight, flight, or freeze reactions that
become stuck in the nervous system. By encouraging subtle movements or sensations such as
trembling or yawning, the therapy assists in discharging this pent-up energy. Completion of these
instinctual responses leads to a reduction in trauma symptoms and restoration of physiological
balance.



Applications and Benefits of Somatic Experiencing

Peter Levine somatic experiencing has wide-ranging applications across various trauma-related
conditions and psychological disorders. Its body-centered approach offers numerous benefits by
addressing trauma holistically and promoting nervous system regulation.

Trauma and PTSD Treatment

Somatic experiencing is particularly effective in treating post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),
where clients often experience hypervigilance, flashbacks, and emotional numbness. By working
with bodily sensations and facilitating the release of trapped energy, this therapy helps reduce PTSD
symptoms and improve emotional regulation. It is often used alongside other trauma-informed
therapies to enhance recovery outcomes.

Stress Reduction and Anxiety Management

Beyond trauma, somatic experiencing can alleviate chronic stress and anxiety by calming the
autonomic nervous system. Clients learn to recognize early signs of nervous system dysregulation
and use somatic tools to self-soothe. This empowers individuals to manage anxiety symptoms more
effectively and develop resilience against future stressors.

Support for Physical and Emotional Healing

Because trauma often manifests physically, somatic experiencing supports healing for
psychosomatic conditions such as chronic pain, fibromyalgia, and autoimmune disorders. By
addressing the underlying trauma stored in the body, clients may experience relief from physical
symptoms. Additionally, emotional healing is facilitated through enhanced mind-body integration
and increased self-awareness.

Key Benefits of Somatic Experiencing

¢ Non-invasive, body-centered trauma therapy

Enhances nervous system regulation and resilience

Promotes natural completion of trauma responses

Reduces symptoms of PTSD, anxiety, and stress

Supports holistic healing of physical and emotional symptoms



Scientific Research Supporting Somatic Experiencing

Peter Levine somatic experiencing has garnered increasing scientific interest due to its innovative
approach to trauma therapy. Research studies have sought to evaluate its effectiveness and
understand the mechanisms behind its therapeutic benefits.

Clinical Evidence and Outcomes

Several clinical trials have demonstrated that somatic experiencing can significantly reduce PTSD
symptoms and improve overall functioning. Participants in these studies often report decreased
anxiety, improved sleep, and enhanced emotional regulation following treatment. Research also
suggests that somatic experiencing may lead to measurable changes in autonomic nervous system
markers, indicating physiological shifts toward relaxation and balance.

Neuroscientific Insights

Neuroscience research supports the theoretical foundations of somatic experiencing by highlighting
the role of the nervous system in trauma. Studies show that trauma can dysregulate the sympathetic
and parasympathetic branches of the autonomic nervous system, contributing to the persistence of
symptoms. Somatic experiencing’s focus on body awareness and gradual discharge of energy aligns
with findings that restoring autonomic balance is key to trauma recovery.

Training and Certification in Somatic Experiencing

Professionals interested in practicing somatic experiencing can pursue specialized training and
certification programs. These programs are designed to equip therapists, counselors, and healthcare
providers with the knowledge and skills needed to safely and effectively apply somatic techniques.

Somatic Experiencing Training Program

The Somatic Experiencing Trauma Institute, founded by Peter Levine, offers comprehensive training
courses that cover theoretical foundations, practical applications, and supervised clinical practice.
Training typically involves multiple modules over several years, emphasizing experiential learning,
case studies, and ongoing mentorship.

Certification Requirements

To become a certified Somatic Experiencing Practitioner (SEP), candidates must complete all
training modules, accumulate supervised client hours, and demonstrate competence in applying the
method. Certification ensures adherence to ethical standards and proficiency in trauma-informed
care using somatic experiencing principles.



Who Can Train in Somatic Experiencing?

Licensed mental health professionals (psychologists, therapists, counselors)

Medical practitioners and bodyworkers

Social workers and addiction counselors

Other professionals working with trauma and stress-related conditions

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter Levine and what is Somatic Experiencing?

Peter Levine is a renowned psychologist and author who developed Somatic Experiencing, a
therapeutic approach aimed at healing trauma by focusing on the body's sensations and natural
ability to self-regulate.

How does Somatic Experiencing differ from traditional talk
therapy?

Somatic Experiencing differs from traditional talk therapy by emphasizing the awareness of bodily
sensations rather than solely discussing thoughts and emotions, helping individuals release trauma
stored in the nervous system.

What types of trauma can Somatic Experiencing help with?

Somatic Experiencing can help with a wide range of trauma types, including PTSD, childhood
trauma, anxiety, depression, chronic stress, and physical injuries related to traumatic events.

What are the core principles behind Peter Levine's Somatic
Experiencing method?

The core principles include tracking bodily sensations, releasing trapped energy from the nervous
system, restoring natural balance and resilience, and working gradually to avoid retraumatization.

Is Somatic Experiencing evidence-based and supported by
research?

Yes, Somatic Experiencing has a growing body of scientific research supporting its effectiveness in
reducing symptoms of trauma and improving emotional regulation.



Can Somatic Experiencing be integrated with other
therapeutic approaches?

Absolutely. Somatic Experiencing is often integrated with other therapies such as cognitive-
behavioral therapy (CBT), EMDR, and mindfulness practices to provide a comprehensive approach to
healing trauma.

How can someone find a certified Somatic Experiencing
practitioner trained by Peter Levine's organization?

Individuals can find certified practitioners by visiting the official Somatic Experiencing Trauma
Institute website, which provides a directory of professionals trained and accredited in Peter
Levine's Somatic Experiencing method.

Additional Resources

1. Waking the Tiger: Healing Trauma

This foundational book by Peter Levine introduces the concept of Somatic Experiencing, a body-
focused approach to healing trauma. Levine explores how trauma is stored in the body and offers
techniques to release this tension and restore natural equilibrium. It combines scientific insights
with practical exercises, making it accessible for both professionals and those seeking self-help.

2. In an Unspoken Voice: How the Body Releases Trauma and Restores Goodness

In this book, Levine delves deeper into the physiology of trauma and the body's innate ability to heal
itself. He explains how trauma disrupts the nervous system and presents methods to facilitate
recovery through somatic awareness. The text bridges neuroscience, psychology, and healing
practices to offer a comprehensive understanding of trauma recovery.

3. Somatic Experiencing: Using the Body’s Wisdom to Heal Trauma

This work provides a detailed overview of the Somatic Experiencing method, highlighting how bodily
sensations can guide trauma resolution. Levine emphasizes the importance of tracking physical
responses and using them as a pathway to emotional healing. The book serves as a guide for
therapists and individuals interested in somatic therapies.

4. Healing Trauma: A Pioneering Program for Restoring the Wisdom of Your Body

Levine presents a structured program aimed at helping readers engage with their physical
sensations to overcome trauma. The book outlines practical steps for recognizing trauma responses,
releasing tension, and regaining a sense of safety. It is designed to empower readers to take an
active role in their healing journey.

5. The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and Body in the Healing of Trauma by Bessel van der
Kolk (complementary to Levine’s work)

While not authored by Levine, this seminal book complements Somatic Experiencing by exploring
how trauma reshapes the brain and body. Van der Kolk integrates neuroscience, clinical practice,
and patient stories to illustrate trauma's pervasive effects and healing possibilities. It is often
recommended alongside Levine’s writings for a broader perspective on trauma recovery.

6. Trauma and Memory: Brain and Body in a Search for the Living Past by Peter A. Levine and Ann



Frederick

This book investigates the complex relationship between trauma, memory, and the body’s responses.
Levine and Frederick discuss how traumatic memories are stored differently and how somatic
techniques can help retrieve and transform these memories. It offers valuable insights for therapists
working with trauma survivors.

7. Healing Developmental Trauma: How Early Trauma Affects Self-Regulation, Self-Image, and the
Capacity for Relationship by Laurence Heller and Aline LaPierre (aligned with Somatic Experiencing
principles)

This book addresses the impact of early developmental trauma and presents the NeuroAffective
Relational Model (NARM), which shares similarities with Somatic Experiencing. It focuses on self-
regulation and relational capacities affected by trauma and offers therapeutic strategies for healing.
The text is a useful complement for those interested in somatic approaches.

8. Resilient: How to Grow an Unshakable Core of Calm, Strength, and Happiness by Rick Hanson
(related to trauma recovery and somatic awareness)

Hanson’s book, while broader in scope, incorporates principles that resonate with Somatic
Experiencing, such as mindfulness and cultivating inner resilience. It provides practical tools for
rewiring the brain to overcome stress and trauma. Readers interested in somatic healing will find
valuable strategies to build lasting emotional well-being.

9. Trauma-Proofing Your Kids: A Parents’ Guide for Instilling Confidence, Joy and Resilience by Peter
Levine and Maggie Kline

This guide applies Somatic Experiencing principles to parenting, offering strategies to help children
process and overcome trauma. Levine and Kline emphasize creating safe environments and
supporting children’s natural healing capacities. The book is a helpful resource for parents,
educators, and caregivers focused on trauma-informed care.
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peter levine somatic experiencing: In an Unspoken Voice Peter A. Levine, Ph.D., 2012-10-30
Unraveling trauma in the body, brain and mind—a revolution in treatment. Now in 17 languages. In
this culmination of his life’s work, Peter A. Levine draws on his broad experience as a clinician, a
student of comparative brain research, a stress scientist and a keen observer of the naturalistic
animal world to explain the nature and transformation of trauma in the body, brain and psyche. In an
Unspoken Voice is based on the idea that trauma is neither a disease nor a disorder, but rather an
injury caused by fright, helplessness and loss that can be healed by engaging our innate capacity to
self-regulate high states of arousal and intense emotions. Enriched with a coherent theoretical
framework and compelling case examples, the book elegantly blends the latest findings in biology,
neuroscience and body-oriented psychotherapy to show that when we bring together animal instinct
and reason, we can become more whole human beings.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Healing Trauma Peter A. Levine, Ph.D., 2012-06-11
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Researchers have shown that survivors of accidents, disaster, and childhood trauma often endure
lifelong symptoms ranging from anxiety and depression to unexplained physical pain, fatigue, illness,
and harmful acting out behaviors. Today, professionals and clients in both the bodywork and the
psychotherapeutic fields nationwide are turning to Peter A. Levine's breakthrough Somatic
Experiencing® methods to actively overcome these challenges. In Healing Trauma, Dr. Levine gives
you the personal how-to guide for using the theory he first introduced in his highly acclaimed work
Waking the Tiger. Join him to discover: how to develop body awareness to renegotiate and heal
traumas by revisiting them rather than reliving them; emergency first-aid measures for times of
distress; and nature's lessons for uncovering the physiological roots of your emotions. Trauma is a
fact of life, teaches Peter Levine, but it doesn't have to be a life sentence. Now, with one fully
integrated self-healing tool, he shares his essential methods to address unexplained symptoms of
trauma at their source—the body—to return us to the natural state in which we are meant to live.
Includes digital access to 12 guided Somatic Experiencing® exercises.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Waking the Tiger: Healing Trauma Peter A. Levine, Ph.D.,
2025-05-27 Now in 24 languages. Nature's Lessons in Healing Trauma... Waking the Tiger offers a
new and hopeful vision of trauma. It views the human animal as a unique being, endowed with an
instinctual capacity. It asks and answers an intriguing question: why are animals in the wild, though
threatened routinely, rarely traumatized? By understanding the dynamics that make wild animals
virtually immune to traumatic symptoms, the mystery of human trauma is revealed. Waking the
Tiger normalizes the symptoms of trauma and the steps needed to heal them. People are often
traumatized by seemingly ordinary experiences. The reader is taken on a guided tour of the subtle,
yet powerful impulses that govern our responses to overwhelming life events. To do this, it employs
a series of exercises that help us focus on bodily sensations. Through heightened awareness of these
sensations trauma can be healed.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Trauma and Memory Peter A. Levine, Ph.D., 2015-10-27
Designed for psychotherapists and their clients, Peter Levine's latest best-seller continues his
groundbreaking exploration of the central role of the body in processing—and healing—trauma. With
foreword by Bessel van der Kolk, author of The Body Keeps the Score In Trauma and Memory,
bestselling author Dr. Peter Levine (creator of the Somatic Experiencing approach) tackles one of
the most difficult and controversial questions of PTSD/trauma therapy: Can we trust our memories?
While some argue that traumatic memories are unreliable and not useful, others insist that we
absolutely must rely on memory to make sense of past experience. Building on his 45 years of
successful treatment of trauma and utilizing case studies from his own practice, Dr. Levine suggests
that there are elements of truth in both camps. While acknowledging that memory can be trusted, he
argues that the only truly useful memories are those that might initially seem to be the least reliable:
memories stored in the body and not necessarily accessible by our conscious mind. While much work
has been done in the field of trauma studies to address explicit traumatic memories in the brain
(such as intrusive thoughts or flashbacks), much less attention has been paid to how the body itself
stores implicit memory, and how much of what we think of as memory actually comes to us through
our (often unconsciously accessed) felt sense. By learning how to better understand this complex
interplay of past and present, brain and body, we can adjust our relationship to past trauma and
move into a more balanced, relaxed state of being. Written for trauma sufferers as well as mental
health care practitioners, Trauma and Memory is a groundbreaking look at how memory is
constructed and how influential memories are on our present state of being.

peter levine somatic experiencing: An Autobiography of Trauma Peter A. Levine,
2024-04-02 “A personal and revealing...memoir from a trailblazing therapist.”—Kirkus Reviews ¢
Shares the author’s personal journey to heal his severe childhood trauma as well as his
breakthroughs on the path to create Somatic Experiencing ¢ Explores how he came to view Einstein
as his personal spirit guide and mentor, only to discover a profound real-life connection to him
through his mother ¢ Explains how the SE method is derived from the author’s studies of animals in
their natural environments, neurobiology, and 50 years of clinical observations In this intimate



memoir, renowned developer of Somatic Experiencing, Peter A. Levine—the man who changed the
way psychologists, doctors, and healers understand and treat the wounds of trauma and
abuse—shares his personal journey to heal his own severe childhood trauma and offers profound
insights into the evolution of his innovative healing method. Casting himself as a modern-day Chiron,
the wounded healer of Greek mythology, Levine describes, in graphic detail, the violence of his
childhood juxtaposed with specific happy memories and how being guided through Somatic
Experiencing (SE) allowed him to illuminate and untangle his traumatic wounds. He also shares the
mysterious and unexpected dreams and visions that have guided him through his life’s work,
including his dreamlike visitations from Albert Einstein, whom he views as his personal spirit guide
and mentor. Explaining how he helped thousands of others before resolving his own trauma, he
details how the SE method is derived from his studies of wild animals in their natural environments,
neurobiology, and more than 50 years of clinical observations. Levine teaches us that anyone
suffering from trauma has a valuable story to tell, and that by telling our stories, we can catalyze the
return of hope, dignity, and wholeness.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Healing Trauma through Family Constellations and
Somatic Experiencing Efu Nyaki, 2023-11-07 A holistic method for resolving individual and
intergenerational trauma ¢ Explains how the author came to develop her system by integrating
ancestral tribal wisdom with a fusion of two Western healing systems: Somatic Experiencing and
Systemic Family Constellations Therapy ¢ Shares stories from her healing work around the world,
showing how this system can help resolve PTSD, depression, sexual trauma, addiction, and chronic
illness * Presents action steps that readers can take immediately to engage the personal healing
process The journey to healing trauma is not always straightforward. As Efu Nyaki reveals in detail,
the healing process is a complex ritual of energy movement on the physical, emotional, and spiritual
levels. Born and raised on Mount Kilimanjaro’s slopes in Tanzania, East Africa, Efu explains how she
came to develop her profoundly successful system for helping people heal trauma by integrating
ancestral tribal wisdom with a fusion of two Western healing systems: Somatic Experiencing and
Systemic Family Constellations Therapy. She shares how her journey to become a healer was
initiated by her grandfather, who told her the legend of the sacred healing snail of the Nyaki clan.
She explains how she discovered Somatic Experiencing and Systemic Family Constellations Therapy
and how combining these therapies created a powerful system for releasing cellular memories and
healing the intergenerational and collective traumas hidden beneath the surface of suffering.
Sharing stories from her healing work around the world, she presents action steps—such as
meditations, breathwork, and creating a family tree—that readers can take immediately to regulate
their nervous systems, deepen their awareness, and engage the personal healing process.
Demonstrating how trauma survivors can transform their suffering into vibrant wholeness, the
author shows how healing trauma is the result of bringing the physical, emotional, mental, and
spiritual aspects of our lives into an integrated coherence.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Somatic Therapy for Healing Trauma Jordan Dann,
2022-10-18 This insightful workbook introduces you to somatic therapy, an approach that helps
release emotional and physical stress that is trapped in the body, so you can process your trauma
and begin to heal. Heal from trauma and find inner calm using somatic therapy. Trauma lives on in
both the mind and the body, and focusing on the body-mind connection is a powerful tool for healing.
Somatic Therapy for Healing Trauma provides: Evidence-based techniques—Learn what somatic
therapy is, how it works, and the key methods. Somatic therapy in practice—Use writing prompts,
bodywork, and breathing exercises to regulate the nervous system and bring the mind and body into
balance. A sense of calmness—Discover how somatic therapy can help you feel calmer, happier, and
more anchored. Release the effects of trauma from your body and mind with somatic therapy by
reading this mental health workbook!

peter levine somatic experiencing: Healing Trauma ,

peter levine somatic experiencing: Peter Levine Healing Trauma Jean Chick, 2025-05-07
Peter Levine Healing Trauma: Releasing the Past, Restoring the Body - A Journey to Healing



Through Somatic Experiencing Trauma doesn't just live in the mind-it's stored in the body. If you're
struggling with the lingering effects of past trauma, you've likely felt how your body holds onto pain,
fear, and tension. In Peter Levine Healing Trauma, you will discover powerful, life-changing tools to
release those stored wounds and restore your mind-body connection through the groundbreaking
practice of Somatic Experiencing. Drawing on the transformative work of Peter Levine, this book
offers a step-by-step guide to healing trauma in a safe, gentle, and effective way. Whether you've
experienced a single traumatic event or long-term stress, Peter Levine Healing Trauma helps you
understand how trauma impacts your nervous system and provides practical exercises to start
healing today. Inside this comprehensive guide, you will learn: What Trauma Really Is and how it
affects the body's nervous system The Body's Natural Healing Process and why the body never
forgets but can heal Somatic Experiencing techniques that allow you to process trauma through
mindful bodily awareness Practical Tools for soothing your nervous system, calming your mind, and
feeling safe in your body Real Recovery Stories from individuals who have healed using Somatic
Experiencing Daily Practices to nurture long-term healing and self-care routines With chapters on
topics such as Felt Sense, Titration, and Pendulation, you will learn how to take small, manageable
steps that lead to big healing. You'll discover how to recognize signs of trauma in your body, release
stored tension, and create lifelong tools for mental and emotional well-being. This book is not just for
those healing from past trauma-it's a journey of self-discovery, compassion, and personal growth.
Through simple yet profound exercises, you'll reclaim your body's power, allowing you to move
forward with resilience and peace. If you're ready to heal from the inside out, Peter Levine Healing
Trauma is your compassionate guide to restoring your mind-body connection and embracing a life of
empowerment and inner peace.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Unspeakable Harriet Shawcross, 2019-03-07
'‘Compassionate' Guardian 'Extremely affecting' Scotsman As a teenager, Harriet Shawcross stopped
speaking at school for almost a year. As an adult, she became fascinated by the limits of language.
From the inexpressible trauma of trench warfare and the aftermath of natural disaster to the taboo
of coming out, Harriet examines all the ways in which words scare us. She studies wartime poet
George Oppen, interviews the author of The Vagina Monologues, meets Nepalese
earthquake-survivors and the founders of the Samaritans and asks what makes us silent?

peter levine somatic experiencing: ,

peter levine somatic experiencing: BodyDreaming in the Treatment of Developmental
Trauma Marian Dunlea, 2019-04-24 Winner of the NAAP 2019 Gradiva® Award! Winner of the IA]S
Book Award for Best Book published in 2019! Marian Dunlea’s BodyDreaming in the Treatment of
Developmental Trauma: An Embodied Therapeutic Approach provides a theoretical and practical
guide for working with early developmental trauma. This interdisciplinary approach explores the
interconnection of body, mind and psyche, offering a masterful tool for restoring balance and
healing developmental trauma. BodyDreaming is a somatically focused therapeutic method, drawing
on the findings of neuroscience, analytical psychology, attachment theory and trauma therapy. In
Part I, Dunlea defines BodyDreaming and its origins, placing it in the context of a dysregulated
contemporary world. Part II explains how the brain works in relation to the BodyDreaming
approach: providing an accessible outline of neuroscientific theory, structures and neuroanatomy in
attunement, affect regulation, attachment patterns, transference and countertransference, and the
resolution of trauma throughout the body. In Part III, through detailed transcripts from sessions with
clients, Dunlea demonstrates the positive impact of BodyDreaming on attachment patterns and
developmental trauma. This somatic approach complements and enhances psychobiological,
developmental and psychoanalytic interventions. BodyDreaming restores balance to a dysregulated
psyche and nervous system that activates our innate capacity for healing, changing our default
response of fight, flight or freeze and creating new neural pathways. Dunlea’s emphasis on
attunement to build a restorative relationship with the sensing body creates a core sense of self,
providing a secure base for healing developmental trauma. Innovative and practical, and with a
foreword by Donald E. Kalsched, BodyDreaming in the Treatment of Developmental Trauma: An



Embodied Therapeutic Approach will be essential reading for psychotherapists, analytical
psychologists and therapists with a Jungian background, arts therapists, dance and movement
therapists, and body workers interested in learning how to work with both body and psyche in their
practices.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Creating a Comprehensive Trauma Center Mary Beth
Williams, Lasse A. Nurmi, 2013-03-09 Early Thoughts on Creating Comprehensive Trauma Centers
This volume has been many years in writing. When Dr. Donald Meichenbaum first suggested it and I
approached my coauthor Lasse Nurmi, it did not seem to be as formidable a task as it has become.
Interviewing the centers in this book has taken years-to get responses, to summarize those
responses, and to return the summaries for further comment. Many centers have been created in
that time; others have suspended operation. This volume does not claim to present even a majority
of those centers. However, the ones contained herein are representative of what is out there. The
idea to create a comprehensive trauma center is not new. The initial section of this forward
examines thoughts I proposed as part of my compre hensive examination for my doctorate. Many of
the ideas proposed then (1989) seem to fit now. It is my dream to put them into practice someday in
the future. THE COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION QUESTION In 1989, one question on the written
comprehensive examination ques tions for my doctorate was, If you were to create a comprehensive
trauma center in your suburban area, making use of what you have learned in your [doctoral]
experience, describe the organization of that center, the mission, structure, personnel, funding,
objectives, and services it would offer. Some of the conclusions reached then now seem applicable to
the task at hand: design ing comprehensive trauma centers (CTCs) for the 21st century.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Experiential Therapies for Treating Trauma Evan
Senreich, Shulamith Lala Ashenberg Straussner, Jordan Dann, 2024-12-16 Experiential Therapies for
Treating Trauma offers 17 chapters, with 15 of them focusing on a different experiential
psychotherapy for treating trauma, written by clinicians with expertise in that modality. No other
book contains descriptions of such a wide array of experiential therapies under one cover. Readers
will obtain both a comprehensive overview of the many experiential therapies that are currently
utilized and specific knowledge regarding how to utilize each of them in psychotherapy practice. The
authors of each chapter emphasize that in working with clients impacted by trauma, there is a need
for the use of therapeutic modalities that go beyond the cognitive processes central to talk therapy
and incorporate more holistic, sensory approaches that emphasize the building of a strong
relationship between the client and therapist. Both experienced clinicians and students will find this
book to be an invaluable resource to enhance their knowledge of how to use experiential therapies
and to motivate them to obtain advanced training in modalities that spark their interest.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Doing Psychotherapy: A Trauma and Attachment-Informed
Approach Robin Shapiro, 2020-02-25 How to start, do, and complete psychotherapy that is
trauma-and attachment-based as well as culturally informed. Most books about doing psychotherapy
are tied to particular psychotherapeutic practices. Here, seasoned clinical author Robin Shapiro
teaches readers the ins and outs of a trauma- and attachment- informed approach that is not tied to
any one model or method. This book teaches assessment, treatment plans, enhancing the
therapeutic relationship, and ethics and boundary issues, all within a general framework of
attachment theory and trauma. Practical chapters talk about working with attachment problems,
grief, depression, cultural differences, affect tolerance, anxiety, addiction, trauma, skill- building,
suicidal ideation, psychosis, and the beginning and end of therapy. Filled with examples, suggestions
for dialogue, and questions for a variety of therapeutic situation, Shapiro’s conversational tone
makes the book very relatable. Early- career therapists will refer to it for years to come, and veteran
practitioners looking for a refresher (or introduction) to the latest in trauma and attachment work
will find it especially useful.

peter levine somatic experiencing: The Impact of Touch in Dance Movement Psychotherapy
Katy Dymoke, 2021-10-22 This book explores the therapeutic use of touch, focusing on an in-depth
case study of work in an NHS setting with a client with learning disabilities, and situating this within



a wide theoretical context. This is a unique and influential study illustrating the impact of touch in
dance movement psychotherapy and laying the ground for a theory on the use of touch in Dance
Movement Psychotherapy (DMP). The case study illustrates the impact of touch upon the
therapeutic relationship with the use of video transcription and descriptive reflexive accounts of the
session content. The case analysis sections establish the ground for a paradigm shift, and for
emergent theory and methods in support of the use of touch in Dance Movement Psychotherapy and
other contexts. The role touch takes is beyond its affect, which expands our understanding of its
potency as an intervention. The writing is embedded in many years of practice-led-research in the
field of dance and somatic practices, in particular Body-Mind Centering® and Contact
Improvisation, in which touching and being touched is met with curiosity as a place of insight and
revelation, beyond the bounds of taboo and social diktat. The study considers the philosophical
landscape of both touch and non-touch. This book explores and reflects upon the use of touch,
considering the wider context and socially imposed perceptions that would prevent touch from
taking place - including philosophical and social discourses. Through telling the story of a client
case, the book offers a wealth of thought-provoking content to inspire continued dialogue. Key
strengths of this book are the depth, warmth and perceptiveness of the case history, and the way in
which this is successfully linked with theory. Particular attention is paid to embodied cognition and
exosystemic theory, the two leading developments of current thinking. With the ethical, practical
and philosophical content, the book will be of interest to psychotherapists, health and social care
practitioners, as well as arts in health practitioners and beneficiaries in educational programs and
settings. Primary readership will be among DMP psychotherapists, body psychotherapists, drama
therapists, Body Mind Centering® practitioners, arts in health practitioners, people working with
clients with learning disabilities and any practitioner and researcher interested in understanding the
role touch may play in the psychotherapeutic encounter.

peter levine somatic experiencing: The Tao of Trauma Alaine D. Duncan, Kathy L. Kain,
2019-01-08 Explains trauma using a combination of the Five Elements (from Traditional Chinese
Medicine) and a touch perspective; for practitioners of a variety of modalities, including
acupuncturists, somatic therapists, massage therapists, and mental health providers. Combining
Eastern and Western trauma physiology, clinician-educators Alaine Duncan and Kathy Kain
introduce a new map for acupuncturists, medical practitioners, mental health providers, and
body-oriented clinicians to help restore balance in their patients. Using concepts from Acupuncture
and Asian Medicine (AAM), alongside descriptions of the threat response from Western
bio-behavioral science, they describe common physical symptoms, emotional presentations, and
paths for healing for five survivor types detailed by the authors and correlated to the Five Elements
of AAM. This ancient/modern integrative lens illuminates the diverse manifestations of traumatic
stress in its survivors--chronic pain, autoimmune illness, insomnia, metabolic problems, and mental
health disorders--and brings new hope to survivors of trauma and those who treat them.

peter levine somatic experiencing: idea journal: co-constructing body-environment Julieanna
Preston, 2020-12-09 This special guest-edited issue extends the current discussions of art (inclusive
of interior/ spatial design and architecture) as a process of social cognition and to address the gap
between descriptions of embodied cognition and the co-construction of lived experience. Papers and
exhibitions presented at the 2019 Bodies of Knowledge Conference have been advanced significantly
as research articles and visual essays to focus on interdisciplinary connections across research
practices that involve art and theories of cognition. These contributions emphasise how spatial art
and design research approaches have enabled the articulation of a complex understanding of
environments, spaces and experiences, including the spatial distribution of cultural, organizational
and conceptual structures and relationships, as well as surrounding design features. Contributions
address the following questions: * How do art and spatial practices increase the potential for
knowledge transfer and celebrate diverse forms of embodied expertise? * How the examination of
cultures of practice, Indigenous knowledges and cultural practices offer perspectives on inclusion,
diversity, neurodiversity, disability and social justice issues? * How the art and spatial practices may



contribute to research perspectives from contemporary cognitive neuroscience and the philosophy of
mind? ¢ The dynamic between an organism and its surroundings for example: How does art and
design shift the way knowledge and thinking processes are acquired, extended and distributed?
How do art and design practices demonstrate the ways different forms of acquiring and producing
knowledge intersect?

peter levine somatic experiencing: The Routledge International Handbook of Social Work and
Sexualities S] Dodd, 2021-07-19 This Handbook is the first volume to address the dynamic issues
related to sexuality from a social work perspective by providing a comprehensive, current and
international overview of issues related to sexuality. It explains how each issue is important and
critically discusses the leading views in the area, providing diverse and inclusive perspectives from
leading scholars in the field. Divided into seven parts: Structural Context Sexual Identities Sexuality
trough the Lifespan Health, Mental Health, and Sexuality Sexual Health and Well-Being: Pleasure,
Desire, and Consent Practice Issues Regulating Sexuality: Historical and Contemporary Legislation
It will be of interest to students, academics, researchers,and practitioners of social work and related
health and social care subjects, and is particularly relevant for practice courses as well as courses
on Human Growth and Development and Human Behavior in the Social Environment.

peter levine somatic experiencing: Trauma Competency Linda A. Curran, 2009-12 Unique
in its approach, author Linda Curran not only defines and explains the current trauma
paradigm-relevant theories and current neuroscience, but step-by-step demonstrates its in-session
clinical utility and applicability.
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