
pashtunistan movement
pashtunistan movement refers to the political and nationalist campaign aimed at creating a
separate homeland for the Pashtun people, who primarily inhabit regions in Pakistan and
Afghanistan. This movement has historical roots dating back to the early 20th century and has been
a significant factor in the geopolitical dynamics of South Asia, especially concerning Pakistan and
Afghanistan relations. The Pashtunistan movement encompasses issues of ethnic identity, self-
determination, and territorial claims, which have often led to political tensions and conflicts.
Understanding the origins, key events, and contemporary relevance of the Pashtunistan movement is
essential to grasp the complexities of regional politics in the Pashtun belt. This article explores the
background, major developments, ideological motivations, and current status of the Pashtunistan
movement, providing a comprehensive overview of its impact and challenges.
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Historical Background of the Pashtunistan Movement
The origins of the Pashtunistan movement are closely tied to the colonial history of the Indian
subcontinent and the division of territories inhabited by the Pashtun ethnic group. The Pashtuns,
also known as Pathans, are an ethnic group primarily located in the border areas of modern-day
Pakistan and Afghanistan. During British colonial rule, the Pashtun regions were split into various
administrative units, with many Pashtuns living under British India and others under Afghan control.
The Durand Line, established in 1893 as the border between British India and Afghanistan, played a
crucial role in shaping the territorial disputes that fuel the Pashtunistan movement.

Colonial Legacy and the Durand Line
The Durand Line was drawn to demarcate spheres of influence but was never accepted by
Afghanistan as a legitimate international border. This division separated Pashtun tribes across two
countries, creating a sense of discontent among Pashtuns who viewed the border as an artificial
barrier imposed by colonial powers. The legacy of this division has been a persistent source of
tension and has significantly influenced the demands for a unified Pashtun homeland.

Pashtun Identity and Nationalism
Pashtun nationalism emerged as a political force in the early 20th century, emphasizing the distinct
cultural, linguistic, and historical identity of the Pashtun people. The movement sought to assert



Pashtun rights and resist external domination, particularly British colonialism and later the policies
of the Pakistani state. The idea of Pashtunistan as a separate entity gained traction among various
Pashtun leaders and intellectuals who advocated for autonomy or independence.

Political and Ideological Foundations
The Pashtunistan movement is rooted in the broader context of ethnic nationalism and self-
determination. It combines cultural pride with political aspirations, seeking recognition and rights
for Pashtuns within or outside existing national frameworks. Several political organizations and
leaders have been instrumental in shaping the ideology of the movement.

Key Political Organizations
Various political parties and movements have championed the cause of Pashtunistan over the
decades. Among the most notable are:

Khudai Khidmatgar: Founded by Abdul Ghaffar Khan, also known as Bacha Khan, this non-
violent movement aimed at social reform and Pashtun unity during British rule.

Pashtunistan National Council: An organization that actively promoted the idea of an
independent Pashtun state during the mid-20th century.

National Awami Party (NAP): A leftist party that advocated for Pashtun rights and autonomy
within Pakistan.

Ideological Motivations
The movement is driven by a mix of ideological motivations including ethnic nationalism, anti-
colonialism, and resistance to perceived political marginalization. Pashtun nationalists argue that
the Pashtun people have been historically neglected in terms of political representation, economic
development, and cultural recognition, especially within Pakistan. The call for Pashtunistan thus
reflects a desire for self-governance and preservation of Pashtun heritage.

Key Events and Milestones
The Pashtunistan movement has witnessed several critical events that have shaped its trajectory and
influenced regional politics.

Post-Partition Struggles
Following the partition of British India in 1947, the newly formed state of Pakistan included the
Pashtun-majority North-West Frontier Province (now Khyber Pakhtunkhwa). However, many
Pashtun leaders opposed joining Pakistan without a referendum, leading to political unrest and
demands for a separate Pashtun state. This period marked a significant phase in the Pashtunistan
movement as activists sought international recognition.



Afghan Support and Diplomatic Disputes
Afghanistan has historically supported the Pashtunistan cause, refusing to recognize the Durand
Line as the official border and advocating for Pashtun rights. This stance led to strained diplomatic
relations between Afghanistan and Pakistan, including border skirmishes and political confrontations
during the 1950s and 1960s. The Afghan government’s support for the movement was a key factor in
keeping the issue alive on the international stage.

Decline and Resurgence
Over time, the Pashtunistan movement experienced a decline due to political repression, changing
regional dynamics, and internal divisions. However, the resurgence of Pashtun nationalism in recent
years, driven by issues like the war on terror, displacement, and economic marginalization, has
brought renewed attention to Pashtun rights and identity.

Impact on Pakistan-Afghanistan Relations
The Pashtunistan movement has been a significant factor influencing the complex relationship
between Pakistan and Afghanistan. The dispute over Pashtun territories and national identity
continues to affect bilateral ties.

Border Disputes and Security Concerns
The Durand Line remains a contentious issue, with Afghanistan’s refusal to accept it as an official
border causing ongoing disputes. This has led to frequent border tensions and security challenges,
as both countries accuse each other of supporting insurgents and separatist groups.

Political and Diplomatic Implications
The Pashtunistan question complicates diplomatic efforts between Pakistan and Afghanistan,
affecting cooperation on counterterrorism, trade, and regional stability. The movement’s demands
for Pashtun autonomy or independence are viewed differently by each country, influencing their
foreign policies and internal security strategies.

Contemporary Status and Challenges
Today, the Pashtunistan movement exists within a transformed geopolitical and social landscape.
While the demand for an independent Pashtun state has diminished, issues of Pashtun rights and
identity remain central to regional politics.

Modern Pashtun Nationalism
Contemporary Pashtun nationalism focuses on political representation, cultural preservation, and
social justice within Pakistan and Afghanistan. Movements such as the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement
(PTM) have emerged, advocating for the rights of Pashtuns affected by conflict and state policies.



Challenges Facing the Movement

Political repression and restrictions on activism

Geopolitical tensions between regional powers

Internal divisions among Pashtun groups

Sociopolitical complexities in Pakistan and Afghanistan

Impact of ongoing conflict and terrorism in the region

The future of the Pashtunistan movement depends on evolving political circumstances, regional
cooperation, and the ability of Pashtun leaders to unify their vision while addressing the socio-
economic needs of their communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Pashtunistan movement?
The Pashtunistan movement is a political and cultural campaign advocating for the recognition of
Pashtun identity and, historically, for the establishment of an independent or autonomous Pashtun
homeland called Pashtunistan, primarily in the border areas between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

What are the historical origins of the Pashtunistan movement?
The Pashtunistan movement emerged in the mid-20th century, particularly after the partition of
British India in 1947, when Pashtun leaders sought either autonomy or independence for Pashtun-
majority regions that became part of Pakistan, opposing their integration without consultation.

Which countries are primarily involved in the Pashtunistan
issue?
Pakistan and Afghanistan are the two main countries involved in the Pashtunistan issue, as Pashtun
populations live predominantly in the northwestern regions of Pakistan and eastern Afghanistan.
Both countries have had differing stances on the movement and the idea of Pashtunistan.

What impact has the Pashtunistan movement had on Pakistan-
Afghanistan relations?
The Pashtunistan movement has historically been a source of tension between Pakistan and
Afghanistan, with Afghanistan at times supporting Pashtun nationalist claims and Pakistan viewing
such support as interference in its internal affairs, thus complicating diplomatic relations between
the two countries.



Is the Pashtunistan movement still active today?
While the original demand for an independent Pashtunistan has largely diminished, issues related to
Pashtun rights, identity, and political representation continue to be relevant in both Pakistan and
Afghanistan, with various groups advocating for Pashtun socio-political interests.

Additional Resources
1. Pashtunistan: The Struggle for Identity and Autonomy
This book delves into the historical and political roots of the Pashtunistan movement, exploring the
aspirations of the Pashtun people for self-determination. It provides an in-depth analysis of the
colonial and post-colonial eras, highlighting key figures and events that have shaped the movement.
The work also examines the impact of regional geopolitics on the quest for Pashtun autonomy.

2. The Pashtun Question: The Unresolved Conflict in South Asia
Focusing on the geopolitical complexities surrounding the Pashtunistan issue, this book discusses
the conflicts and negotiations between Pakistan, Afghanistan, and the Pashtun nationalist groups. It
presents a balanced view of the ethnic, cultural, and political dimensions that fuel the movement.
The author also addresses the influence of external powers on the region’s stability.

3. Voices from Pashtunistan: Oral Histories of a Movement
This collection of oral histories captures personal narratives from Pashtun activists, leaders, and
ordinary citizens involved in the Pashtunistan movement. Through firsthand accounts, readers gain
insight into the motivations, struggles, and hopes that define the quest for Pashtun identity. The
book highlights the human element often overlooked in political analyses.

4. Pashtun Nationalism and the Making of Pashtunistan
This scholarly work traces the evolution of Pashtun nationalism from the early 20th century to the
present day. It examines how cultural revival, linguistic pride, and political activism merged to form
a distinct Pashtun national consciousness. Detailed case studies illustrate the movement’s
milestones and setbacks.

5. Between Two States: Pashtunistan and the Politics of Partition
Exploring the partition of British India and its aftermath, this book investigates how the creation of
Pakistan affected the Pashtun population and their demands for a separate homeland. It analyzes the
political negotiations, border disputes, and identity crises that emerged during this turbulent period.
The narrative sheds light on the longstanding tensions in the region.

6. Pashtunistan Movement: Historical Perspectives and Future Prospects
Offering a comprehensive overview, this book reviews the history of the Pashtunistan movement
alongside contemporary political developments. It assesses the movement’s achievements and
challenges, considering both regional and international contexts. The author also speculates on
possible future trajectories for Pashtun nationalism.

7. The Role of Pashtun Leaders in the Pashtunistan Movement
This biographical compilation highlights the lives and contributions of prominent Pashtun leaders
who shaped the Pashtunistan movement. By examining their ideologies, strategies, and leadership
styles, the book provides insight into the movement’s internal dynamics. It also discusses how
leadership influenced the movement’s public perception.



8. Pashtunistan and Regional Geopolitics: A Strategic Analysis
Analyzing the strategic significance of Pashtunistan in South and Central Asia, this book explores
how regional powers have engaged with the movement to further their own interests. It discusses
the role of Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, and external actors like the Soviet Union and the United
States. The work highlights the intersection of ethnicity and geopolitics.

9. Culture, Language, and Identity in the Pashtunistan Movement
This book focuses on the cultural foundations of the Pashtunistan movement, emphasizing the
importance of language, folklore, and traditions in forging a collective identity. It explores how
cultural revivalism has been a tool for political mobilization and resistance. The study also considers
the challenges of preserving Pashtun heritage amid modern state pressures.
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  pashtunistan movement: The Defiant Border Elisabeth Leake, 2017 This book explores why
the Afghan-Pakistan borderlands have remained largely independent of state controls throughout
the twentieth century.
  pashtunistan movement: Pakistan, Regional Security and Conflict Resolution Farooq Yousaf,
2020-10-20 This book explains how colonial legacies and the postcolonial state of Pakistan
negatively influenced the socio-political and cultural dynamics and the security situation in
Pakistan’s Pashtun ‘tribal’ areas, formerly known as the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA).
It offers a local perspective on peace and conflict resolution in Pakistan’s Pashtun ‘tribal’ region.
Discussing the history and background of the former-FATA region, the role of Pashtun conflict
resolution mechanism of Jirga, and the persistence of colonial-era Frontier Crimes Regulations
(FCR) in the region, the author argues that the persistence of colonial legacies in the Pashtun ‘tribal’
areas, especially the FCR, coupled with the overarching influence of the military on security policy
has negatively impacted the security situation in the region. By focusing on the Jirga and Jirga-based
Lashkars (or Pashtun militias), the book demonstrates how Pashtuns have engaged in their own
initiatives to handle the rise of militancy in their region. Moreover, the book contends that, even
after the introduction of constitutional reforms and FATA’s merger with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, little has changed in the region, especially regarding the treatment of ‘tribal’ Pashtuns as
equal citizens of Pakistan. This book explains, in detail, why indigenous methods of peace and
conflict resolution, such as the Jirga, could play some role towards long-term peace in the South
Asian region. Historically and contextually informed with a focus on North-West Pakistan, this book
will be of interest to academics researching South Asian Studies, International Relations, Peace and
Conflict Studies, terrorism, and traditional justice and restorative forms of peace-making.
  pashtunistan movement: Soviet-Pakistan Relations and Post-Soviet Dynamics, 1947–92 Hafeez
Malik, 2016-07-27 This book deserves to be read carefully by scholars and laymen of foreign policy
dealing with the former Soviet Union, Russia and South Asia, and particularly by the political leaders
of India and Pakistan. The book is a multi-dimensional analysis of (a) Soviet-American rivalry; (b)
Soviet determination to expand in the direction of South Asia and the Gulf; (c) the regional dynamics
of the Middle East most especially Iran, Afghanistan and China, the major power in Asia.
  pashtunistan movement: Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence Directorate Owen L.
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Sirrs, 2016-07-01 This book is the first comprehensive study of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence
Directorate (ISI). The rise of Pakistan-backed religious extremist groups in Afghanistan, India, and
Central Asia has focused international attention on Pakistan’s premier intelligence organization and
covert action advocate, the Inter-Services Intelligence Directorate or ISI. While ISI is regarded as
one of the most powerful government agencies in Pakistan today, surprisingly little has been written
about it from an academic perspective. This book addresses critical gaps in our understanding of
this agency, including its domestic security mission, covert backing of the Afghan Taliban, and its
links to al-Qa’ida. Using primary source materials, including declassified intelligence and diplomatic
reporting, press reports and memoirs, this book explores how ISI was transformed from a small,
negligible counter intelligence outfit of the late-1940s into the national security behemoth of today
with extensive responsibilities in domestic security, political interference and covert action. This
study concludes that reforming or even eliminating ISI will be fundamental if Pakistan is to
successfully transition from an army-run, national security state to a stable, democratic society that
enjoys peaceful relations with its neighbours. This book will be of interest to students of intelligence
studies, South Asian politics, foreign policy and international security in general.
  pashtunistan movement: Area Handbook for Afghanistan Harvey Henry Smith, 1969
  pashtunistan movement: Pakistan in Regional and Global Politics Rajshree Jetly, 2012-04-27
Pakistan is at currently at the centre of regional and global geo-strategic issues as a frontline state
in the global war on terrorism. It is seeking to project itself as a modern Islamic state that can
engage both the Islamic bloc and the western world in the post 9/11 era. This book addresses some
questions under the broad rubric of International Relations and Security. It focuses on four themes:
Pakistan and global security; Pakistan’s international relations; politics and identity in Pakistan; and
economic development of Pakistan. Leading international experts have contributed articles within
the framework of these themes.
  pashtunistan movement: Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Pakistan Aparna Pande,
2017-08-23 With a population of 190 million, Pakistan is strategically located at the crossroads of the
Middle East, Central and South Asia, and has the second largest Muslim population in the world.
The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Pakistan provides an in-depth and comprehensive
coverage of issues from identity and the creation of Pakistan in 1947 to its external relations as well
as its domestic social, economic and political issues and challenges. The Handbook is divided into
the following sections: • Economy and development • External relations and security • Foundations
and identity • Islam and Islamization • Military and jihad • Politics and institutions • Social issues
The Handbook explains the reasons why Pakistan is so often at the forefront of our daily news
intake, with a focus on religious and political factors. It asks questions regarding the institutions and
political parties which govern Pakistan and provides an insight into the relationships which the
country has forged since its creation, culminating in a discussion of the state’s involvement in
conflict. Covering a range of topics, this Handbook offers a wide range of perspectives on Pakistan.
Bringing together a group of leading international scholars on Pakistan, the Handbook is a
cutting-edge and interdisciplinary resource for those interested in studying Pakistani politics,
economics, culture and society and South Asian Studies.
  pashtunistan movement: The Spatial Dimension of Risk Detlef Müller-Mahn, 2012-11-27
Through its exploration of the spatial dimension of risk, this book offers a brand new approach to
theorizing risk, and significant improvements in how to manage, tolerate and take risks. A broad
range of risks are examined, including natural hazards, climate change, political violence, and state
failure. Case studies range from the Congo to Central Asia, from tsunami in Japan and civil war
affected areas in Sri Lanka to avalanche hazards in Austria. In each of these cases, the authors
examine the importance and role of space in the causes and differentiation of risk, in how we can
conceptualize risk from a spatial perspective and in the relevance of space and locality for risk
governance. This new approach – endorsed by Ragnar Löfstedt and Ortwin Renn, two of the world's
leading and most prolific risk analysts – is essential reading for those charged with studying,
anticipating and managing risks.



  pashtunistan movement: Talibanistan Peter Bergen, Katherine Tiedemann, 2013-01-04 Essays
by experts exploring the intersection of geography, religion, foreign policy, and terrorism in
Afghanistan and Pakistan
  pashtunistan movement: The Politics of Ethnicity in Pakistan Farhan Hanif Siddiqi, 2012 In
order to understand the Pakistani state and government's treatment of non-dominant ethnic groups
after the failure of the military operation in East Pakistan and the independence of Bangladesh, this
book looks at the ethnic movements that were subject to a military operation after 1971: the Baloch
in the 1970s, the Sindhis in the 1980s and Mohajirs in the 1990s. The book critically evaluates the
literature on ethnicity and nationalism by taking nationalist ideology and the political divisions which
it generates within ethnic groups as essential in estimating ethnic movements. It goes on to
challenge the modernist argument that nationalism is only relevant to modern-industrialised
socio-economic settings. The available evidence from Pakistan makes clear that ethnic movements
emanate from three distinct socio-economic realms: tribal (Baloch), rural (Sindh) and urban
(Mohajir), and the book looks at the implications that this has, as well as how further arguments
could be advanced about the relevance of ethnic movements and politics in the Third World. It
provides academics and researchers with background knowledge of how the Baloch, Sindhi and
Mohajir ethnic conflict in Pakistan took shape in a historical context as well as probable future
scenarios of the relationship between the Pakistani state and government, and ethnic groups and
movements.
  pashtunistan movement: Democracy and Civil Society in a Global Era Scott Nicholas
Romaniuk, Marguerite Marlin, 2016-03-31 Democracy and Civil Society in a Global Era addresses
challenges to the strengthening of active citizenship. In this highly-structured work, the themes
presented are linked to fostering a culture of peace and non-violence, the lessening of fear and
insecurity in political, economic, social, and cultural terms inherently detached from the
conceptualization of political delineations and physical boundaries, and the ability to live dignified
lives. The various regions that are represented in the case studies include: the Indian sub-continent,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Turkey, Iran, China, the Middle East, Nigeria and the EU. The commonality and
universality of the topics allows readers from any region of the world to relate to them. This book
presents a dynamic combination of theory and field research, and is an iconoclastic tour-de-force of
studies in democracy. Policy makers, think tanks and development practitioners may be particularly
be interested in this book because it is about action rather than mere ideas and processes. It
demonstrates how social movements can introduce and strengthen equality, inclusion,
accountability, and the free flow of information. These elements, in turn, can contribute to the
acculturation of freedom and social justice, in the developed world just as much as in the developing
world.
  pashtunistan movement: Fountainhead of Jihad Vahid Brown, Don Rassler, 2013 The first
in-depth study of the history, links, and organisational logic of the Haqqani network.
  pashtunistan movement: Culture, Conflict, and Counterinsurgency Thomas H. Johnson,
Barry Zellen, 2014-01-22 The authors of Culture, Conflict and Counterinsurgency contend that an
enduring victory can still be achieved in Afghanistan. However, to secure it we must better
understand the cultural foundations of the continuing conflicts that rage across Afghanistan and
neighboring Pakistan, and shift our strategy from an attritional engagement to a smarter war plan
that embraces these cultural dimensions. They examine the nexus of culture, conflict, and strategic
intervention, and attempt to establish if culture is important in a national security and foreign policy
context, and to explore how cultural phenomena and information can best be used by the military. In
the process they address just how intimate cultural knowledge needs to be to counter an insurgency
effectively. Finally, they establish exactly how good we've been at building and utilizing cultural
understanding in Afghanistan, what the operational impact of that understanding has been, and
where we must improve to maximize our use of cultural knowledge in preparing for and engaging in
future conflicts.
  pashtunistan movement: Encyclopedia of Stateless Nations James B. Minahan, 2016-08-01



This book addresses the numerous national movements of ethnic groups around the world seeking
independence, more self-rule, or autonomy—movements that have proliferated exponentially in the
21st century. In the last 15 years, globalization, religious radicalization, economic changes,
endangered cultures and languages, cultural suppression, racial tensions, and many other factors
have stimulated the emergence of autonomy and independence movements in every corner of the
world—even in areas formerly considered immune to self-government demands such as South
America. Researching the numerous ethnic groups seeking autonomy or independence worldwide
previously required referencing many specialized publications. This book makes this difficult-to-find
information available in a single volume, presented in a simple format accessible to everyone, from
high school readers to scholars in advanced studies programs. The book provides an extensive
update to Greenwood's Encyclopedia of the Stateless Nations: Ethnic and National Groups around
the World that was published more than a decade earlier. Each ethnic group receives an
alphabetically organized entry containing information such as alternate names, population figures,
flag or flags, geography, history, culture, and languages. All the information readers need to
understand the motivating factors behind each movement and the current situation of each ethnic
group is presented in a compact summary. Fact boxes at the beginning of each entry enable students
to quickly access key information, and consistent entry structure makes for easy cross-cultural
comparisons.
  pashtunistan movement: Where the Bear Met the Lion Dr. Khalil R. Rahmany, 2014-02 May
the next generation behold the fertile ground, prosperity, and technological success. Afghanistan
should modernize, perhaps even pursue a space program. Men of Islam once charted the night skies,
and they, as all men, should travel to the stars and see the earth as Allah Almighty sees it. May they
see a world where men live free.
  pashtunistan movement: The Moral Economy of the Madrasa Keiko Sakurai, Fariba
Adelkhah, 2011-03-07 The revival of madrasas in the 1980s coincided with the rise of political Islam
and soon became associated with the clash of civilizations between Islam and the West. This volume
examines the rapid expansion of madrasas across Asia and the Middle East and analyses their role in
society within their local, national and global context. Based on anthropological investigations in
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, Iran, and Pakistan, the chapters take a new approach to the issue,
examining the recent phenomenon of women in madrasas; Hui Muslims in China; relations between
the Iran’s Shia seminary after the 1979-Islamic revolution and Shia in Pakistan and Afghanistan; and
South Asian madrasas. Emphasis is placed on the increased presence of women in these institutions,
and the reciprocal interactions between secular and religious schools in those countries. Taking into
account social, political and demographic changes within the region, the authors show how
madrasas have been successful in responding to the educational demand of the people and how they
have been modernized their style to cope with a changing environment. A timely contribution to a
subject with great international appeal, this book will be of great interest to students and scholars of
international politics, political Islam, Middle East and Asian studies and anthropology.
  pashtunistan movement: Kashmir: Its Aborigines and Their Exodus Colonel Tej K Tikoo,
Exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from Kashmir in 1989 was their seventh such exodus since the arrival of
Islam in Kashmir in the fourteenth century. This was precipitated by the outbreak of
Pakistan-sponsored insurgency across Kashmir Valley in 1989. The radical Islamists targeted Pandits
- a minuscule community in Muslim dominated society creating enormous fear, panic and grave
sense of insecurity. In the face of ruthless atrocities inflicted on them, the Pandits’ sole concern was
ensuring their own physical safety and their resolve not to convert to Islam. Over 350,000 Kashmiri
Pandits were forced to flee en masse leaving their home and hearth. This was the single largest
forced displacement of people of a particular ethnicity after partition of India. Pandits’ travails did
not end with the exodus. The obstructive and intimidating attitude of the State administration
towards the Pandit refugees made their post-exodus existence even more miserable. The
Government at the Centre too remained indifferent to their plight. This book traces the Pandits’
economic and political marginalization in the State over the past six decades and covers in detail the



events that led to their eventual exodus. In the light of ethnic cleansing of Pandits from the Valley,
the book also examines some critical issues so crucial to India’s survival as a multi-cultural, liberal
and secular democracy.
  pashtunistan movement: A History of Islamic Societies Ira M. Lapidus, 2014-10-13 This
new edition of one of the most widely used course books on Islamic civilizations around the world
has been substantially revised to incorporate the new scholarship and insights of the last twenty-five
years. Ira Lapidus' history explores the beginnings and transformations of Islamic civilizations in the
Middle East and details Islam's worldwide diffusion. The history is divided into four parts. Part I is a
comprehensive account of pre-Islamic late antiquity; the beginnings of Islam; the early Islamic
empires; and Islamic religious, artistic, legal and intellectual cultures. Part II deals with the
construction in the Middle East of Islamic religious communities and states to the fifteenth century.
Part III includes the history to the nineteenth century of Islamic North Africa and Spain; the
Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal empires; and other Islamic societies in Asia and Africa. Part IV
accounts for the impact of European commercial and imperial domination on Islamic societies and
traces the development of the modern national state system and the simultaneous Islamic revival
from the early nineteenth century to the present.
  pashtunistan movement: A Political and Economic Dictionary of the Middle East David
Seddon, 2013-01-11 This reference volume is the definitive guide to the economics and politics of
the Middle East. It provides clear definitions detailing terms, concepts, names and organizations
used in relation to current economic or political affairs in the Middle East. Entries define, explain
and give further relevant information on countries, regions, ethnic groups, political parties,
organizations, policies and disputes.
  pashtunistan movement: Pamirian Crossroads and Beyond Hermann Kreutzmann, 2024-08-05
In Pamirian Crossroads and Beyond Hermann Kreutzmann offers insights in his fieldwork-based
research in High Asia during four decades. A human-geographical perspective is pursued in which
case studies about colonial and post-colonial boundary-making, exchange relations of mountain
communities across international borders, the transformation of agricultural and pastoral practices
and the effects of modernisation strategies in neighbouring countries are centred in the Hindukush,
Wakhan Quadrangle, Pamirian Crossroads, Karakoram Mountains and Himalaya. Empirical evidence
is augmented by in-depth archival research, thus allowing a perspective from the 19th to the 21st
century. By shifting the focus to mountain peripheries and emphasising spaces in between urban
centres of power in Afghanistan, Pakistan, China, and the Central Asian Republics different arenas
of confrontation and effective changes emerge.
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