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our declaration danielle allen review offers an in-depth examination of
Danielle Allen’s insightful work, "Our Declaration." This review focuses on
the book’s exploration of the United States Declaration of Independence,
highlighting Allen’s unique perspective on its language, historical context,
and ongoing significance. The analysis covers Allen’s interpretation of the
Declaration as a living document that continues to shape American political
and social values. Additionally, this review discusses the scholarly approach
Allen employs, her emphasis on civic education, and the implications for
contemporary democracy. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of
the book’s contributions to constitutional scholarship and its relevance in
today’s political discourse. The following sections break down the key themes
and critical assessments found in the review.

Overview of "Our Declaration" by Danielle Allen

Historical Context and Interpretation

Allen’s Civic Education Approach

Language and Rhetoric Analysis

Contemporary Relevance and Impact

Critical Reception and Scholarly Response

Overview of "Our Declaration" by Danielle Allen

Danielle Allen’s "Our Declaration" provides a meticulous examination of the
Declaration of Independence, emphasizing its foundational role in American
political thought. The book is structured to invite readers into a close
reading of the text, exploring its philosophical underpinnings and rhetorical
power. Allen frames the Declaration not just as a historical artifact but as
an active, evolving statement that continues to influence American ideals and
governance. This section of the review outlines the book’s purpose,
methodology, and Allen’s credentials as a political theorist and educator,
establishing the foundation for further discussion.

Purpose and Scope

The primary aim of "Our Declaration" is to deepen public understanding of the
Declaration of Independence by unpacking its language and ideas. Allen seeks
to illuminate the document’s role in shaping the principles of liberty,
equality, and justice. The scope includes a line-by-line analysis that draws
attention to the Declaration’s conceptual framework and its call for
political legitimacy based on the consent of the governed.



Author Background

Danielle Allen is a renowned political theorist and professor with expertise
in democracy and constitutional studies. Her academic background and previous
works on citizenship and political philosophy inform her approach to this
analysis. Allen’s interdisciplinary approach combines historical scholarship
with normative political theory, offering readers a comprehensive perspective
on the Declaration.

Historical Context and Interpretation

Understanding the historical context is essential to grasping the full
significance of the Declaration. Allen situates the document within the
political, social, and intellectual landscape of 18th-century America. This
section of the review examines how Allen addresses the complexities of the
era, including the tensions between colonial grievances and Enlightenment
ideals.

Colonial Grievances and Enlightenment Influence

Allen highlights how the Declaration reflects the colonists’ response to
British rule, emphasizing specific grievances that justified their pursuit of
independence. She also connects the document to Enlightenment thought,
particularly the ideas of natural rights, social contract theory, and popular
sovereignty, which undergird the Declaration’s arguments.

Debates on Slavery and Inclusion

A critical aspect of Allen’s interpretation involves the contradictions
within the Declaration, especially regarding slavery and the exclusion of
certain groups from its promises. Allen does not shy away from these
tensions, instead presenting them as integral to understanding the ongoing
struggle to realize the Declaration’s ideals fully.

Allen’s Civic Education Approach

One of the distinctive features of "Our Declaration" is Allen’s emphasis on
civic education. She advocates for using the Declaration as a tool to foster
democratic engagement and citizenship awareness. This section reviews how
Allen incorporates educational theory and practice into her analysis.

Teaching the Declaration

Allen proposes that educators approach the Declaration as a living text that
invites critical reflection and dialogue. She outlines pedagogical strategies
that encourage students to grapple with the document’s principles and their
application in modern society.



Democratic Participation

By linking the Declaration to active citizenship, Allen underscores the
importance of public participation in democracy. Her work suggests that a
deeper understanding of the Declaration can empower citizens to hold their
government accountable and promote justice.

Language and Rhetoric Analysis

Danielle Allen’s detailed analysis of the Declaration’s language and rhetoric
is central to her argument about its enduring power. This section explores
how Allen deciphers the text’s stylistic features and persuasive techniques.

Rhetorical Structure

Allen identifies the Declaration’s use of parallelism, repetition, and
logical argumentation as key factors in its persuasive effectiveness. She
explains how these rhetorical devices serve to unify the colonies and justify
the revolution.

Philosophical Language

The review also addresses Allen’s insights into the philosophical vocabulary
used in the Declaration, such as “unalienable rights” and “consent of the
governed.” She demonstrates how these terms encapsulate complex political
ideas in accessible language, contributing to the document’s broad appeal.

Contemporary Relevance and Impact

The review assesses the contemporary significance of "Our Declaration" by
examining how Allen connects the historical document to present-day political
and social issues. This section highlights the book’s role in ongoing debates
about democracy, equality, and justice.

Inspiration for Modern Movements

Allen’s interpretation underscores the Declaration’s capacity to inspire
social movements that seek to expand democratic rights and address systemic
inequalities. The book situates the Declaration as a source of moral and
political legitimacy for contemporary activists.

Challenges to Democratic Ideals

The review also considers Allen’s discussion of the challenges facing
American democracy today, including political polarization and the erosion of
civic trust. She argues that revisiting the Declaration can provide a common
ground for dialogue and renewal.



Critical Reception and Scholarly Response

This section of the review summarizes the critical and academic responses to
"Our Declaration," reflecting on its impact within scholarly circles and
among the general readership.

Positive Acclaim

Many scholars praise Allen’s thorough and accessible treatment of the
Declaration, highlighting her contribution to constitutional scholarship and
civic education. The book is recognized for bridging academic and public
discourses on foundational American texts.

Critiques and Debates

Some critics challenge aspects of Allen’s interpretation, particularly
regarding the balance between historical context and normative claims.
Debates focus on how the Declaration should be applied in contemporary
political theory and practice.

Summary of Scholarly Impact

Overall, "Our Declaration" has stimulated renewed interest in the Declaration
of Independence as a living document. Allen’s work has become a significant
reference point for discussions about democracy, citizenship, and
constitutional interpretation.

Thorough line-by-line textual analysis

Integration of historical and philosophical perspectives

Focus on civic education and democratic engagement

Insightful rhetorical and linguistic examination

Connection between past ideals and present challenges

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Danielle Allen's book 'Our
Declaration' review?

The review focuses on Danielle Allen's detailed examination of the
Declaration of Independence, highlighting its historical significance and
philosophical underpinnings.



How does Danielle Allen interpret the Declaration of
Independence in her book?

Danielle Allen interprets the Declaration as a deeply political document that
combines moral philosophy with pragmatic governance, emphasizing equality and
the foundation of American democracy.

What are some key themes highlighted in the 'Our
Declaration' review?

Key themes include equality, justice, the social contract, and the ongoing
relevance of the Declaration in contemporary political discourse.

Does the review mention any critique of Danielle
Allen's approach?

Yes, some critiques point out that while Allen's analysis is thorough, it may
be overly idealistic and less focused on the complexities and contradictions
of the historical context.

How is Danielle Allen's writing style described in
the 'Our Declaration' review?

Her writing style is described as accessible yet scholarly, making complex
political theory understandable to a broad audience.

What historical insights does 'Our Declaration'
provide according to the review?

The book offers insights into the debates and intentions of the Founding
Fathers, revealing the Declaration's role as a revolutionary document.

Why is 'Our Declaration' considered relevant today,
based on the review?

The review notes that the book connects the Declaration's principles to
modern issues of citizenship, rights, and democracy, making it highly
relevant in current political discussions.

Does the review discuss Danielle Allen's credentials
or background?

Yes, it mentions that Danielle Allen is a political theorist and professor,
which lends authority and depth to her analysis of the Declaration.

What audience is 'Our Declaration' suited for,
according to the review?

The book is suited for students, educators, and anyone interested in American
history, political theory, and the foundational principles of the United
States.



How does 'Our Declaration' differ from other books
about the Declaration of Independence, as per the
review?

Unlike many historical accounts, Allen's book blends political philosophy
with history, offering a nuanced and interpretive perspective rather than
just a factual recounting.

Additional Resources
1. Our Declaration: A Reading of the Declaration of Independence in Defense
of Equality by Danielle Allen
This book offers a profound analysis of the Declaration of Independence,
emphasizing its radical call for equality. Danielle Allen explores the
document not just as a historical artifact but as a living text that
challenges contemporary understandings of democracy and justice. Through a
close reading, she reveals the Declaration’s enduring relevance in debates
about citizenship and rights.

2. The Declaration of Independence: A Global History by David Armitage
David Armitage presents the Declaration of Independence as a transformative
document with worldwide influence. The book traces its impact beyond America,
showing how it inspired movements for freedom and rights across the globe. It
provides a comprehensive historical context that complements Allen’s focus on
equality.

3. The Radicalism of the American Revolution by Gordon S. Wood
Gordon Wood examines the American Revolution's profound social and political
changes. This work complements Allen’s analysis by highlighting how
revolutionary ideas reshaped American society, including notions of equality
and governance. Wood’s narrative underscores the Declaration’s role in a
broader revolutionary transformation.

4. American Scripture: Making the Declaration of Independence by Pauline
Maier
Pauline Maier delves into the creation and significance of the Declaration of
Independence, offering insight into the debates and intentions of its
framers. Her research sheds light on the document’s original meaning and its
evolving interpretation, enriching the discussion initiated by Danielle
Allen.

5. Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation by Joseph J. Ellis
This Pulitzer Prize-winning book explores the lives and interactions of key
American founders. Ellis provides context for the ideological struggles
surrounding the Declaration and the birth of the nation. His work complements
Allen’s themes by illustrating the complexities behind the call for equality.

6. Equality: An American Dilemma, 1865–1940 by Michael J. Klarman
Klarman’s book examines the long struggle for racial and social equality in
America following the Declaration’s ideals. It highlights the gap between the
revolutionary promise and the social realities that followed. This historical
perspective deepens the reader’s understanding of the challenges discussed in
Allen’s review.

7. The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution by Bernard Bailyn
Bernard Bailyn explores the intellectual roots of the American Revolution,
focusing on revolutionary ideas about liberty and equality. His analysis



helps contextualize the Declaration’s principles within the broader
Enlightenment thought, aligning with Allen’s emphasis on political
philosophy.

8. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville
Tocqueville’s classic work examines the strengths and weaknesses of American
democracy shortly after independence. His observations provide a foundational
understanding of the democratic ideals that the Declaration espouses,
offering a complementary perspective to Allen’s modern interpretation.

9. The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau
Rousseau’s seminal philosophical treatise influenced revolutionary thinkers
and the concept of popular sovereignty. Understanding Rousseau’s ideas helps
readers grasp the ideological underpinnings of the Declaration’s call for
equality and self-governance, themes central to Danielle Allen’s analysis.
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unbounded choice do not reflect the full reality of the Islamic law in its everyday practice. Whether
in the Arabic-speaking world, the Muslim portions of South and Southeast Asia, or the countries to
which many Muslims have migrated, Islamic law works is readily misunderstood if the local cultures
in which it is embedded are not taken into account. With Islam and the Rule of Justice, Lawrence
Rosen analyzes a number of these misperceptions. Drawing on specific cases, he explores the
application of Islamic law to the treatment of women (who win most of their cases), the relations
between Muslims and Jews (which frequently involve close personal and financial ties), and the
structure of widespread corruption (which played a key role in prompting the Arab Spring). From
these case studie the role of informal mechanisms in the resolution of local disputes. The author also
provides a close reading of the trial of Zacarias Moussaoui, who was charged in an American court
with helping to carry out the 9/11 attacks, using insights into how Islamic justice works to explain
the defendant’s actions during the trial. The book closes with an examination of how Islamic cultural
concepts may come to bear on the constitutional structure and legal reforms many Muslim countries
have been undertaking.
  our declaration danielle allen review: Writing Guide with Handbook Michelle Bachelor
Robinson, Maria Jerskey, Toby Fulwiler, 2021-12-14 Writing Guide with Handbook aligns to the
goals, topics, and objectives of many first-year writing and composition courses. It is organized
according to relevant genres, and focuses on the writing process, effective writing practices or
strategies—including graphic organizers, writing frames, and word banks to support visual
learning—and conventions of usage and style. The text includes an editing and documentation
handbook, which provides information on grammar and mechanics, common usage errors, and
citation styles. Writing Guide with Handbook breaks down barriers in the field of composition by
offering an inviting and inclusive approach to students of all intersectional identities. To meet this
goal, the text creates a reciprocal relationship between everyday rhetoric and the evolving world of
academia. Writing Guide with Handbook builds on students’ life experiences and their participation
in rhetorical communities within the familiar contexts of personal interaction and social media. The
text seeks to extend these existing skills by showing students how to construct a variety of
compelling compositions in a variety of formats, situations, and contexts. The authors conceived and
developed Writing Guide with Handbook in 2020; its content and learning experiences reflect the
instructional, societal, and individual challenges students have faced. The authors invite students
and instructors to practice invitational discussions even as they engage in verbal and written
argument. Instructors will be empowered to emphasize meaning and voice and to teach empathy as
a rhetorical strategy. Students will be empowered to negotiate their identities and their cultures
through language as they join us in writing, discovering, learning, and creating. This is an
adaptation of Writing Guide with Handbook by OpenStax. You can access the textbook as pdf for free
at openstax.org. Minor editorial changes were made to ensure a better ebook reading experience.
This is an open educational resources (OER) textbook for university and college students. Textbook
content produced by OpenStax is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International
License.
  our declaration danielle allen review: Encyclopedia of Constitutional Amendments, Proposed
Amendments, and Amending Issues, 1789–2015 John R. Vile, 2015-07-20 Now in its fourth edition
and completely updated, this is the most comprehensive book on constitutional amendments and
proposed amendments available. Although only 27 amendments have ever been added to the U.S.
Constitution, the last one having been ratified in 1992, throughout American history, members of
Congress have introduced more than 11,000 amendments, and countless individuals outside of
Congress have advanced their own proposals to revise the Constitution—the wellspring of America's
legal, political, and cultural foundations. At a time when calls for a new constitutional convention are
on the rise, it is essential for students of political science and history as well as American citizens to
understand proposed alternatives. This updated edition of the established standard for high school
and college libraries as well as public and law libraries serves as the go-to reference for learning
about existing constitutional amendments, proposed amendments, and the issues related to them. An



alphabetically arranged two-volume set, it contains more than 500 entries that discuss amendments
that have been proposed in Congress from 1789 to the present. It also discusses prominent
proposals for extensive constitutional changes introduced outside Congress as well as discussions of
major amending issues.
  our declaration danielle allen review: Encyclopedia of Constitutional Amendments, Proposed
Amendments, and Amending Issues, 1789-2023 John R. Vile, 2023-10-19 Written by a leading
scholar of the constitutional amending process, this two-volume encyclopedia, now in its fifth
edition, is an indispensable resource for students, legal historians, and high school and college
librarians. This authoritative reference resource provides a history and analysis of all 27 ratified
amendments to the Constitution, as well as insights and information on thousands of other
amendments that have been proposed but never ratified from America's birth until the present day.
The set also includes a rich bibliography of informative books, articles, and other media related to
constitutional amendments and the amending process.
  our declaration danielle allen review: A Common Country Nathan Pippenger, 2025 Nathan
Pippenger shows that for American democracy to flourish, egalitarians must not reject the ideal of
shared American peoplehood, but instead lay their own distinctive claim to its meaning. In contrast
to reactionaries promoting a version of American nationalism that locks out many people or
egalitarians suspicious of appeals to shared civic belonging, Pippenger demonstrates that
throughout US history, progressive appeals to expand the reach of We the People did most to
improve the quality of democracy and overcome nativism, racism, and oligarchy.
  our declaration danielle allen review: Democracy Betrayed Nelson L. Dawson, 2020-05-01
Hing Hing Ming reviews some of the major episodes of the Han Dynasty, from its founding by Liu
Bang to the Lü Clan Disturbance and subsequent diplomatic overtures and military campaigns
against the minor Chinese kingdoms, the Mongols, and Gojoseon (the ancient Korean Kingdom).
  our declaration danielle allen review: Tocqueville's Dilemmas, and Ours Ewa Atanassow,
2025-07-29 How Tocqueville’s ideas can help us build resilient liberal democracies in a divided
world How can today’s liberal democracies withstand the illiberal wave sweeping the globe? What
can revive our waning faith in constitutional democracy? Tocqueville’s Dilemmas, and Ours argues
that Alexis de Tocqueville, one of democracy’s greatest champions and most incisive critics, can
guide us forward. Drawing on Tocqueville’s major works and lesser-known policy writings, Ewa
Atanassow shines a bright light on the foundations of liberal democracy. She argues that its
prospects depend on how we tackle three dilemmas that were as urgent in Tocqueville’s day as they
are in ours: how to institutionalize popular sovereignty, how to define nationhood, and how to grasp
the possibility and limits of global governance. These are pivotal but often neglected dimensions of
Tocqueville’s work, and this fresh look at his writings provides a powerful framework for addressing
the tensions between liberalism and democracy in the twenty-first century. Recovering a richer
liberalism capable of weathering today’s political storms, Tocqueville’s Dilemmas, and Ours explains
how we can reclaim nationalism as a liberal force and reimagine sovereignty in a global age—and do
so with one of democracy’s most discerning thinkers as our guide.
  our declaration danielle allen review: Tocqueville's Dilemmas, and Ours Ewa Atanassow,
2022-10-18 How Tocqueville’s ideas can help us build resilient liberal democracies in a divided
world How can today’s liberal democracies withstand the illiberal wave sweeping the globe? What
can revive our waning faith in constitutional democracy? Tocqueville’s Dilemmas, and Ours argues
that Alexis de Tocqueville, one of democracy’s greatest champions and most incisive critics, can
guide us forward. Drawing on Tocqueville’s major works and lesser-known policy writings, Ewa
Atanassow shines a bright light on the foundations of liberal democracy. She argues that its
prospects depend on how we tackle three dilemmas that were as urgent in Tocqueville’s day as they
are in ours: how to institutionalize popular sovereignty, how to define nationhood, and how to grasp
the possibility and limits of global governance. These are pivotal but often neglected dimensions of
Tocqueville’s work, and this fresh look at his writings provides a powerful framework for addressing
the tensions between liberalism and democracy in the twenty-first century. Recovering a richer



liberalism capable of weathering today’s political storms, Tocqueville’s Dilemmas, and Ours explains
how we can reclaim nationalism as a liberal force and reimagine sovereignty in a global age—and do
so with one of democracy’s most discerning thinkers as our guide.
  our declaration danielle allen review: Money and the Making of the American
Revolution Andrew David Edwards, 2025-12-02 A new interpretation of the American Revolution as
a transformative monetary contest American money and American democracy have always been in
tension, pitting political equality against economic inequality. In Money and the Making of the
American Revolution, Andrew David Edwards shows how this struggle emerged in America’s
founding era. Everyone knows that the founders waged a revolt against taxation without
representation. Edwards shows that the dispute over taxes was really a dispute over money: what it
was, who could make it, and how to keep it from being used at the expense of the colonists in North
America. The colonial rebels refocused their resistance on democratic, local control—defending the
power they had used to make money for themselves. Edwards’s narrative spans four continents,
linking the problems of money and revolt in early America to the transatlantic slave trade, the
disastrous mismanagement of the East India Company in India, and violence against Native
Americans. His analysis emerges from the story itself, through the lives of individuals ranging from
John Blackwell, Oliver Cromwell's one-time war treasurer, to Thomas Paine, the impassioned
pamphleteer of the American Revolution. Edwards argues that as the republican vision of an
agrarian, independent monetary system faded, the leaders of the Revolution tied the nation to
capitalism and imperialism at its founding. The colonists may have won the battle for representation,
but the money that underpinned European empire had established a stronghold in the new republic.
Money and the Making of the American Revolution offers both an ambitious new interpretation of
the Revolution and a fascinating story about the power of economic ideas.
  our declaration danielle allen review: Democracy May Not Exist, But We'll Miss It When It's
Gone Astra Taylor, 2019-05-07 “A New Civil Rights Leader” explores what we mean when we speak
of democracy and if democracy can truly ever exist (LA Times). There is no shortage of democracy,
at least in name, and yet it is in crisis everywhere we look. From a cabal of plutocrats in the White
House to gerrymandering and dark-money campaign contributions, it is clear that the principle of
government by and for the people is not living up to its promise. The problems lie deeper than any
one election cycle. As Astra Taylor demonstrates, real democracy—fully inclusive and completely
egalitarian—has in fact never existed. In a tone that is both philosophical and anecdotal, weaving
together history, theory, the stories of individuals, and interviews with such leading thinkers as
Cornel West and Wendy Brown, Taylor invites us to reexamine the term. Is democracy a means or an
end, a process or a set of desired outcomes? What if those outcomes, whatever they may be—peace,
prosperity, equality, liberty, an engaged citizenry—can be achieved by non-democratic means? In
what areas of life should democratic principles apply? If democracy means rule by the people, what
does it mean to rule and who counts as the people? Democracy’s inherent paradoxes often go
unnamed and unrecognized. Exploring such questions, Democracy May Not Exist offers a better
understanding of what is possible, what we want, why democracy is so hard to realize, and why it is
worth striving for. “Astra Taylor will change how you think about democracy. . . . She unpacks it,
wrestles with it, with the question of who gets included and how, and excavates the invisible
assumptions that have been bred into our idea of democracy.” —Ezra Klein, The Ezra Klein Show
“An impressive contribution. . . . Taylor sets out to impart some coherence and substance to the term
in order to rescue it from ignorance and obfuscation and displays considerable intellectual
nimbleness.” —Randall Kennedy, The New York Times Book Review “Magnificent, paradigm-shifting
. . . Taylor’s deep and wide examination of democratic movements, conversations, and grassroots
institutions makes the reader feel . . . democracy as pleasure of thinking and acting.” —The Los
Angeles Review of Books
  our declaration danielle allen review: Congress and the First Civil Rights Era,
1861-1918 Jeffery A. Jenkins, Justin Peck, 2021-05-25 Civil rights legislation figured prominently in
the agenda of Congress during the Civil War and Reconstruction. But as Reconstruction came to an



end and discrimination against African Americans in the South became commonplace, civil rights
advocates in Congress increasingly shifted to policies desired by white constituents in the North who
had grown tired of efforts to legislate equality. In this book, the first of a two-volume set, Jeffery A.
Jenkins and Justin Peck explore the rise and fall of civil rights legislation in Congress from 1861 to
1918. The authors examine in detail how the Republican Party slowly withdrew its support for a
meaningful civil rights agenda, as well as how Democrats and Republicans worked together to keep
civil rights off the legislative agenda at various points. In doing so, Jenkins and Peck show how legal
institutions can be used both to liberate and protect oppressed minorities and to assert the power of
the white majority against those same minority groups.
  our declaration danielle allen review: Styles for Flourishing Gabriel Alejandro Torres Colón,
2024-11-05 Racial experiences vary widely in everyday life and in different social contexts. They
range from damaging to fulfilling, spanning discrimination, unquestioned assumptions, and political
solidarity. Drawing on years of cross-cultural ethnographic research, Gabriel Alejandro Torres Colón
develops an innovative theory to grasp racial experiences in their full sociocultural complexity, with
vital implications for both social science and antiracist politics. This book demonstrates how people
draw from their experiences to fashion “styles for flourishing”—embodied strategies for survival in
racialized societies that can both reproduce and contest racial orders. In performing their styles,
individuals embrace their racialized selves and communities, helping them flourish in broader social
worlds. They are able to creatively reconfigure racialized existence into desires for recognition,
expressions of resistance, and aspirations for alternative political orders. Torres Colón explores how
styles develop within “racial niches” through nuanced considerations of a boxing gym in the U.S.
Rust Belt, Afro–Puerto Rican community organizing in an ancestral mangrove forest, and Muslim
political activism in the Spanish enclave of Ceuta in North Africa. Each case highlights nuanced
dimensions of racial experience to question how local efforts are seen in political ideologies and
governance. Bringing together humanistic, social scientific, and biological approaches with
compelling ethnographic detail, this interdisciplinary book provides generative theoretical insights
regarding race and critical new perspective on racial inequality in liberal democracies.
  our declaration danielle allen review: Freedom of Expression Ioanna Tourkochoriti,
2021-11-11 A comparison of French and American approaches to freedom of expression, with
reference to the historical, social and philosophical contexts.
  our declaration danielle allen review: The Declaration of Independence John R. Vile,
2018-11-26 This A-to-Z encyclopedia surveys the history, meaning, and enduring impact of the
Declaration of Independence by explaining its contents and concepts, profiling the Founding
Fathers, and detailing depictions of the Declaration in art, music, and literature. A comprehensive
resource for understanding all aspects of the Declaration of Independence, which marked the formal
beginning of the colonies' march toward the creation of the United States of America, this
encyclopedia contains more than 200 entries examining various facets of the Declaration of
Independence and its enduring impact on American law, politics, and culture. It details key
concepts, principles, and intellectual influences that informed the creation of the document, reviews
charges leveled in the Declaration against the British crown, summarizes the events of the first and
second Continental Congresses, profiles influential architects and signers of the Declaration,
discusses existing copies of the Declaration, explains the document's influence on other
governments/nations, covers historic sites related to the document, and discusses depictions of the
document and its architects in American art, music, and literature over time.
  our declaration danielle allen review: The Gendered Executive Janet M. Martin, MaryAnne
Borrelli, 2016-09-29 This book examinates national executives, focusing on matters of identity,
representation, and power. The contributors to this volume address the impact of female executives
through political mobilization and participation, policy- and decision-making, and institutional
change. Topics include party nomination processes, the intersectionality of race and gender.
  our declaration danielle allen review: America's Philosopher Claire Rydell Arcenas,
2024-05-31 America's Philosopher examines how John Locke has been interpreted, reinterpreted,



and misinterpreted over three centuries of American history. The influence of polymath philosopher
John Locke (1632–1704) can still be found in a dizzying range of fields, as his writings touch on
issues of identity, republicanism, and the nature of knowledge itself. Claire Rydell Arcenas's new
book tells the story of Americans' longstanding yet ever-mutable obsession with this English
thinker's ideas, a saga whose most recent manifestations have found the so-called Father of
Liberalism held up as a right-wing icon. The first book to detail Locke's trans-Atlantic influence from
the eighteenth century until today, America's Philosopher shows how and why interpretations of his
ideas have captivated Americans in ways few other philosophers—from any nation—ever have. As
Arcenas makes clear, each generation has essentially remade Locke in its own image, taking
inspiration and transmuting his ideas to suit the needs of the particular historical moment. Drawing
from a host of vernacular sources to illuminate Locke's often contradictory impact on American daily
and intellectual life from before the Revolutionary War to the present, Arcenas delivers a
pathbreaking work in the history of ideas.
  our declaration danielle allen review: The Politics of Individualism Christopher F. Karpowitz,
Kelly D. Patterson, 2025-10-03 The Politics of Individualism demonstrates how individualist attitudes
drastically reduce the possibility that people will defer to the decisions and practices of civic and
political institutions, therefore threatening the stability of democratic society. Modern American
justifications for individual decisions are often rooted in skepticism toward authority and the
influence of social institutions. Examining this moral dimension of individualism, political scientists
Christopher F. Karpowitz and Kelly D. Patterson argue that attachment to this form of the
individualist attitude poses significant risks to the maintenance of democratic practices and
institutions.
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