old fishing lure identification

old fishing lure identification is a crucial skill for collectors, anglers, and enthusiasts interested
in the history and value of vintage fishing tackle. Identifying old fishing lures involves understanding
the materials, manufacturing techniques, brand markings, and design features that distinguish
different eras and makers. This article provides a comprehensive guide on how to recognize and
classify antique and vintage fishing lures, exploring key characteristics that aid in accurate
identification. Additionally, it covers common types of lures, notable manufacturers, and practical
tips for verifying authenticity. Whether for appraisal, collection, or restoration, mastering old fishing
lure identification helps preserve angling heritage and enhances appreciation for these collectible
artifacts. The following sections break down essential aspects of lure identification and offer
systematic approaches for enthusiasts and professionals alike.

e Understanding the History of Fishing Lures

e Materials and Construction Techniques

e Identifying Common Types of Old Fishing Lures

¢ Recognizing Brand Marks and Manufacturer Signatures
e Tips for Authenticating and Dating Old Fishing Lures

e Resources for Further Research and Valuation

Understanding the History of Fishing Lures

Old fishing lure identification begins with a solid grasp of the historical development of fishing
tackle. Fishing lures have evolved significantly from primitive forms to intricately designed baits
engineered to mimic prey. Early lures were handmade from natural materials such as bone, wood,
and feathers. Industrialization introduced mass production techniques and new materials, leading to
greater variety and availability. Understanding the timeline of these innovations provides context for
identifying specific lures and their probable age.

Evolution of Fishing Lures Through the Ages

The history of fishing lures spans thousands of years, with evidence of early baits dating back to
ancient civilizations. In the 19th century, the introduction of metal and painted wooden lures marked
a shift toward manufactured tackle. The 20th century saw the rise of plastic and synthetic materials,
expanding design possibilities. Knowledge of these historical milestones aids in classifying lures by
era and origin.



Significance of Lure Design Changes

Design changes often reflect advancements in angling techniques and target species. For example,
the transition from simple spoons to complex crankbaits and spinnerbaits indicates specialized
functionality. Studying these design evolutions helps identify the purpose and period of old fishing
lures.

Materials and Construction Techniques

One of the most reliable factors in old fishing lure identification is the analysis of materials and
construction methods. Different materials correspond to particular time periods and manufacturers,
making them critical clues. Recognizing whether a lure is crafted from wood, metal, plastic, or other
substances can narrow down its origin and age significantly.

Common Materials Used in Vintage Lures

Old fishing lures were commonly made from:

e Wood: Balsa, cedar, and other lightweight woods were popular before plastics.
e Metal: Tin, brass, and lead were used for spoons, spinners, and jigs.

¢ Celluloid and Early Plastics: Introduced in the early 20th century, these materials allowed
for colorful, detailed finishes.

e Feathers and Hair: Used for flies and skirted lures to imitate natural prey movement.

Manufacturing Techniques

Techniques such as hand carving, stamping, molding, and painting varied across decades. Hand-
carved wooden lures often exhibit tool marks and unique shapes, while molded plastic lures show
seam lines and uniformity. Understanding these methods assists in distinguishing hand-crafted items
from mass-produced counterparts.

Identifying Common Types of Old Fishing Lures

Familiarity with different categories of lures is essential for accurate identification. Each type has
characteristic features that help pinpoint its function and era. Recognizing these types enables
collectors and anglers to classify their lures more effectively.



Major Categories of Vintage Fishing Lures

e Spoons: Curved metal lures that flash and wobble to attract fish.

¢ Plugs and Crankbaits: Wooden or plastic lures designed to dive and mimic baitfish.

e Spinners and Spinnerbaits: Lures with rotating blades that create vibration and flash.
e Flies: Artificial flies tied with feathers and hair for fly fishing.

¢ Jigs: Weighted hooks with various skirt materials to entice strikes.

Identifying Features by Type

Each lure type exhibits distinctive features such as shape, weight, hook configuration, and color
patterns. For example, early wooden plugs often have simple paint jobs and metal lip designs, while
antique spoons have specific curves and metal compositions. Recognizing these traits is fundamental
to old fishing lure identification.

Recognizing Brand Marks and Manufacturer
Signatures

Many vintage fishing lures bear marks, stamps, or logos that indicate their maker. Identifying these
brand marks is a pivotal step in confirming authenticity and estimating value. Detailed knowledge of
manufacturer signatures enhances the precision of old fishing lure identification.

Common Manufacturer Marks

Leading lure companies such as Heddon, Pflueger, South Bend, and Creek Chub often stamped or
printed their names, model numbers, or logos on lures. These can be found on the body, metal
components, or packaging. Recognizing these marks requires familiarity with historical branding
styles and variations.

Decoding Serial Numbers and Model Names

Some manufacturers used serial numbers or model names that correspond to specific production
years or designs. Documentation and reference guides can assist in decoding these identifiers,
enabling collectors to date and classify their lures accurately.



Tips for Authenticating and Dating Old Fishing Lures

Authentication and dating are critical aspects of old fishing lure identification that impact collectible
value and historical significance. Several practical methods can be employed to verify a lure’s age
and genuineness.

Visual Inspection and Condition Assessment

Careful examination of wear patterns, paint aging, and material degradation can indicate
authenticity. Genuine vintage lures often have patina, faded colors, or minor damage consistent with
age and use.

Consulting Reference Materials

Using catalogs, price guides, and collector books helps cross-reference lure designs and
manufacturer details. These resources are invaluable for confirming identification and dating.

Seeking Expert Opinions

Professional appraisers and experienced collectors can provide authoritative assessments.
Participation in collector clubs and forums also offers opportunities to verify lure identities through
community knowledge.

Preservation and Handling Guidelines

Proper care of old fishing lures is essential to maintain their condition and value. Storing lures in
controlled environments, avoiding harsh cleaning methods, and documenting provenance contribute
to successful preservation.

Resources for Further Research and Valuation

Numerous resources support ongoing efforts in old fishing lure identification. Books, online
databases, collector organizations, and auction records provide extensive information for enthusiasts
and professionals.

Recommended Reference Books

e Comprehensive lure catalogs covering historical and modern designs.
e Manufacturer-specific guides detailing marks and production periods.

e Price guides offering valuation benchmarks for various lure types.



Online Forums and Collector Communities

Dedicated fishing lure forums and social media groups enable knowledge sharing and identification
assistance. These platforms facilitate connections with experts and fellow collectors worldwide.

Auction Houses and Appraisal Services

Specialized auctioneers and appraisal services provide professional evaluation of rare and valuable
old fishing lures. Utilizing these services ensures accurate market assessments and provenance
verification.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features to look for when identifying an old
fishing lure?

When identifying an old fishing lure, examine its material, shape, color patterns, brand markings,
hook style, and any unique design features. Additionally, look for manufacturer stamps or model
numbers often found on the lure's body or metal parts.

How can I determine the age of a vintage fishing lure?

To determine the age of a vintage fishing lure, research the manufacturer's history, logos, and
production changes over time. Comparing your lure to dated catalogs or collector guides can also
help narrow down its production period.

Are there specific resources or guides recommended for
identifying old fishing lures?

Yes, there are several collector books, online databases, and forums dedicated to fishing lure
identification such as 'The Complete Guide to Antique Fishing Lures' by Richard A. Patzoldt, and
websites like AntiqueLures.com and collectible fishing lure Facebook groups.

How can I verify if an old fishing lure is authentic or a
reproduction?

To verify authenticity, check for consistent manufacturer markings, quality of materials, and wear
patterns appropriate for its age. Comparing it with verified authentic examples and consulting with
expert collectors or appraisers can also help identify reproductions.



What factors affect the value of an old fishing lure?

The value of an old fishing lure depends on its rarity, condition, brand, historical significance, and
demand among collectors. Lures in original condition with intact paint and hooks from well-known
manufacturers typically fetch higher prices.

Additional Resources

1. Antique Fishing Lures: A Comprehensive Guide to Identification and Value

This book offers an extensive overview of antique fishing lures, focusing on their identification and
market value. It includes detailed photographs and descriptions of lures from the late 19th and early
20th centuries. Collectors and enthusiasts will find helpful tips on distinguishing genuine pieces
from reproductions. The guide also covers the history and evolution of lure designs.

2. Classic Lures of the Past: A Collector’'s Handbook

A must-have for anyone interested in vintage fishing tackle, this handbook showcases classic lures
with detailed illustrations. It explains the manufacturing techniques and materials used in historical
lures. The book also provides guidance on how to care for and preserve old fishing lures to maintain
their condition and value.

3. Fishing Lures of Yesteryear: Identification and Historical Insights

This volume delves into the origins and development of fishing lures over the centuries. It features a
wide range of lure types, from wooden plugs to metal spoons, with clear identification markers.
Readers gain insights into the cultural and technological changes that influenced lure designs.

4. Vintage Fishing Lures: The Collector’s Identification Guide

Focused on lures produced before the 1950s, this guide helps collectors identify and date vintage
fishing lures. It includes manufacturer markings, color patterns, and construction details. The book
also discusses notable lure makers and their impact on the fishing tackle industry.

5. Old-Time Fishing Lures: History, Identification, and Value

This book explores the rich history behind old fishing lures, tracing their evolution and regional
variations. It features detailed photographs and descriptions to assist in identifying rare and unusual
lures. The author also provides pricing information based on current collector markets.

6. The Complete Guide to Antique Fishing Lures and Tackle

Covering a broad spectrum of antique fishing tackle, this guide emphasizes lure identification with a
focus on craftsmanship and design. It includes expert commentary on distinguishing features and
common fakes. The book is well-suited for both beginners and seasoned collectors.

7. Historic Fishing Lures: Identification and Collecting Tips

This book offers practical advice for identifying and collecting historic fishing lures. It highlights key
features such as materials, paint styles, and hardware that help date and authenticate lures. The
guide also shares anecdotes and historical context to enrich the collector’s experience.

8. Early American Fishing Lures: An Identification Guide

Concentrating on lures made in America during the 19th and early 20th centuries, this guide
provides detailed identification keys. It includes maker’s marks, patent dates, and construction
methods unique to American lure manufacturers. The book is an essential resource for those
interested in the heritage of American fishing tackle.



9. Collecting and Identifying Vintage Fishing Lures

This accessible guide covers a variety of vintage fishing lures, with an emphasis on identifying age
and authenticity. It features color photos and concise descriptions, making it easy for collectors to
use in the field. The book also discusses the factors that influence a lure’s collectible value.
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old fishing lure identification: Old Fishing Lures & Tackle Carl F. Luckey, 2010-11-09 The
long-awaited 8th edition of Old Fishing Lures & Tackle -the bible for lures collectors- has been
thoroughly updated, combining the time-honored research of the late Carl F. Luckey with essential
updates from author Russell E. Lewis. It now features: * More than 2,000 photos include hundreds
of new lures. * Among the 5,000 listings is fresh information on related categories like rods, reels,
creels and ephemera. * A new section on recent sales charts the continued strength of the hobby
based on solid auction results. This book continues to be a must-have resource for any serious
collector.-Recommended by AntiqueFishingLures.com

old fishing lure identification: Classic Fishing Lures Russell Lewis, 2005-02-12 Covering
the collectible lures of the six most popular lure manufacturers in North America - Heddon, South
Bend, Paw Paw, Pflueger, Creek Chub and Shakespeare, this full-color book is the most
comprehensive identification and price guide available! This book features a history of each
manufactures, with nearly 2,000 listings of the most collectible lures on the market, complete with
up-to-date pricing and a brilliant color photos. No collector will want to be without this glorious
tribute to the fishing lures of yesterday.

old fishing lure identification: The Fishing Lure Collector's Bible Richard L. Streater, Rick
Edmisten, Dudley Murphy, 1999 There are more than 1,800 lures presented from many
manufacturers with heavy emphasis on Creek Chub Bait Co., Heddon, South Bend, Shakespeare, and
Pflueger. In addition to the many illustrations presented by company, there are a complete index,
tips on displaying your collection, and other collecting trivia. Every illustrated lure has complete
descriptions, and a price range to reflect todays exciting collecting trends.

old fishing lure identification: Fishing Lure Collectibles Dudley Murphy, Rick Edmisten,
1995 Progressing from simple implements of bone, stone and wood to the elaborately feathered flies
of the Victorian era, antique fishing lures are now sought as highly prized collectibles. Featuring
over 1,000 color reproductions, as well as descriptions and current values of lures, this exciting new
guide will meet the needs of lure collectors and fishing enthusiasts alike.

old fishing lure identification: Old Fishing Lures and Tackle Carl F. Luckey, 1986

old fishing lure identification: The Encyclopedia of Old Fishing Lures Robert A. Slade,
2011-07-12 Robert A. Slade, after collecting old fishing tackle since 1958 and contributing articles
on old fishing lures for a collector magazine for several years started researching and writing books
in the 1990's. He published the HISTORY & COLLECTIBLE FISHING TACKLE OF WISCONSIN in
1999 which sold 4,500 copies. Bob realized that even though there have been many books published
on the subject of old fishing lures that few books covered any detailed history on the old lure
makers. His latest book writing project was nine years in the making and covers over 100 years of
lure making history starting in 1875 and covers over 2,500 lures makers throughout all of North
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America. THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FISHING LURES MADE IN NORTH AMERICA is the first
publication with extensive history and patent information on old lure makers and the first to include
extensive coverage on Canadian lure makers. The author traveled to 11 states and 3 Candian
Providences visting collectors homes, newspaper archives, museums and other sources and has
taken over 10,000 pictures in preparing the historical stories for these books. The set of books
arranges for the individual and company lures makers to appear in alphabetical order. People
purchasing these books can buy any one single book, a whole set, or even a book a month if they
desire as the books will be printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text,
pictures and collector values with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a
master index for the complete set of books.

old fishing lure identification: Field Guide to Fishing Lures Russell E. Lewis, 2004-11
Russell E. Lewis, author of three volumes of Modern Fishing Lure Collectibles, has produced a new
title that will be a handy resource for lure lovers everywhere. Field Guide to Fishing Lures is aimed
at assisting the beginning, intermediate, and advanced collector and the general antique and
collectible dealer in identifying both collectible older vintage lures and the more modern classic
fishing lures. It includes a cross-section of both very old and more recent collectible lures and has
prices of each lure shown. With the help of this easy-to-tote guide, collectors will be able to
recognize all major categories of lures and the most significant companies in the industry while
hunting for additions to their collections. The book begins with the six major companies, Creek Chub
Bait Company, Heddon, Paw Paw, Pfleuger, Shakespeare, and South Bend. Then an alphabetical
listing of more than 200 companies highlights other significant manufacturers and their major
contributions. The book continues the tradition of high quality, detailed photographs useful in
identifying small nuances important in lure collecting, as well as the author's practice of providing
historical data for readers. 2005 values.

old fishing lure identification: The Encyclodpedia of Old Fishing Lures Robert A. Slade,
2011-05 Robert A. Slade, after collecting old fishing tackle since 1958 and contributing articles on
old fishing lures for a collector magazine for several years started researching and writing books in
the 1990's. He published the HISTORY & COLLECTIBLE FISHING TACKLE OF WISCONSIN in 1999
which sold 4,500 copies. Bob realized that even though there have been many books published on
the subject of old fishing lures that few books covered any detailed history on the old lure makers.
His latest book writing project was nine years in the making and covers over 100 years of lure
making history starting in 1875 and covers over 2,500 lures makers throughout all of North
America. THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FISHING LURES MADE IN NORTH AMERICA is the first
publication with extensive history and patent information on old lure makers and the first to include
extensive coverage on Canadian lure makers. The author traveled to 11 states and 3 Candian
Providences visting collectors homes, newspaper archives, museums and other sources and has
taken over 10,000 pictures in preparing the historical stories for these books. The set of books
arranges for the individual and company lures makers to appear in alphabetical order. People
purchasing these books can buy any one single book, a whole set, or even a book a month if they
desire as the books will be printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text,
pictures and collector values with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a
master index for the complete set of books.

old fishing lure identification: Old Fishing Lures and Tackle Carl F. Luckey, 1999 Explains
how to identify, maintain, and restore vintage fishing equipment.

old fishing lure identification: The Antique Lover's Mysteries Deborah Morgan,
2022-10-27 Now available in one volume, the first three books of the Antique Lover's Mysteries!
DEATH IS A CABARET Since Jeff Talbot left the FBI, he's been investigating yard sales as a
professional antiques picker. From furniture to books, from old clothes to broken toys, nothing
escapes his keen eye for appraisal. But there is one item that he always keeps his knowing eyes
particularly peeled to find: a one-of-a-kind French cabaret set commissioned by Napoleon for his
love, Josephine. It is an item any collector would kill for... So when it's about to be auctioned off —




and rival collectors start turning up dead — there are plenty of suspects to choose from. Suddenly
Jeff finds himself polishing up his old crime-solving skills as the search for a cabaret set becomes the
search for a killer. But can he pick out the right clues before the killer adds him to the collection of
dead bodies? THE WEEDLESS WIDOW Jeff Talbot is joining his fishing buddies for their annual trip.
He is also trying to coordinate the listing and transportation of his latest haul of antiques. When he
arrives at the Northwest Territory Bait and Tackle shop for supplies, he joins his fishing friend, the
Judge. Together they find their friend and shop owner, Bill Rhodes murdered. Throughout the fishing
trip weekend, Jeff finds himself assisting the local sheriff's department in the investigation. While
helping the local law enforcement, Jeff forwards pertinent data to his home computer. When he
returns home from his fishing trip, he finds Sheila, his agoraphobic wife, missing. Using former FBI
resources, friends and Seattle's police, the search for Sheila Talbot begins. As Jeff searches, he finds
her disappearance clearly linked to the murder. THE MARRIAGE CASKET Antiques picker and
ex-FBI agent Jeff Talbot figured he was about to make a killing when Nathan Rose offered him all the
antiques in his newly deceased aunt's house dirt cheap. What Jeff hadn't bargained for, however,
was the bloodstain beneath one of the old pack rat's priceless rugs, indicating that the death of
Verena Rose was no accident. But unlike the police, Jeff doesn't think that nephew Nathan is the
culprit. Convinced the answer lies somewhere in the old woman's cluttered house, Jeff starts
rummaging and unearths an antique marriage casket crammed with old letters. Reading through
these, he discovers the old woman had more than her share of secrets. But now Jeff must determine
who hated or feared her enough to commit murder... before he winds up in a casket himself.

old fishing lure identification: Warman's Fishing Lures Field Guide Clyde Harbin,
2003-07-21 This pocket-sized guide to fishing lures contains: information on the top US lure
companies: Heddon, Shakespeare, Creek, Chub, Pfleuger and South Bend; and listings which
provide detailed descriptions, sizes and up-to-date prices. It identifies nearly 1000 old fishing lures.

old fishing lure identification: The Weedless Widow Deborah Morgan, Jeff Talbot is joining
his fishing buddies for their annual trip. He is also trying to coordinate the listing and transportation
of his latest haul of antiques. When he arrives at the Northwest Territory Bait and Tackle shop for
supplies, he joins his fishing friend, the Judge. Together they find their friend and shop owner, Bill
Rhodes murdered. Throughout the fishing trip weekend, Jeff finds himself assisting the local sheriff's
department in the investigation. While helping the local law enforcement, Jeff forwards pertinent
data to his home computer. When he returns home from his fishing trip, he finds Sheila, his
agoraphobic wife, missing. Using former FBI resources, friends and Seattle's police, the search for
Sheila Talbot begins. As Jeff searches, he finds her disappearance clearly linked to the murder.

old fishing lure identification: Field & Stream , 1997-06 FIELD & STREAM, America’s largest
outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.

old fishing lure identification: A Collector's Identification and Value Guide for Popular
Antique Fishing Lures of the 1930's and 1940's J. L. Smith, 1986

old fishing lure identification: Women in Natural Resources , 1987

old fishing lure identification: Collectible Fishing Lures Russell E Lewis, 2008-11-06 Get
hooked on one of the oldest of all collecting hobbies with this go-to-guide of fishing lures. A great
pick-up-to-peruse type of book, built for toting to shows and antique shops, this lure reference aids
you in your effort to accurately identify, price and better understand the history behind vintage and
modern lures from 31 manufactures, starting with the Big Six (Heddon, PawPaw, Creek Chub,
Plueger, Shakespeare and South Bend).

old fishing lure identification: Heddon Catalogs 1902-1953 Clyde Harbin, 2011-02-28
Invaluable history Heddon lures are the most popular lures to collect. Heddon catalogs provide the
most complete record available to collectors regarding what lures they might seek for their
collections. This book contains a sampling of the most significant catalogs produced by Heddon from
1902 - 1953. Collectors will enjoy the nostalgia of the times, be able to observe the evolution of



Heddon's lures and marketing, and utilize the color chart and lure listings provided to grow and
identify their own collections.

old fishing lure identification: Texas Parks & Wildlife , 1998

old fishing lure identification: Fishing Lure Collectibles Dudley Murphy, Rick Edmisten,
2006-11 Authors Murphy and Edmisten bring a total of over 75 years of advanced collecting
experience to this book. Reel this one in! (Antiques & Collectibles)

old fishing lure identification: Antiques Roadshow Collectibles Carol Prisant, 2003-01-01
Offers tips on identifying, collecting, and caring for furniture, photographs, posters and illustration
art, costume jewelry and wristwatches, dolls, toys, advertising and sports memorabilia, and glass
and pottery.
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