of mice and men meaning

of mice and men meaning is a phrase that carries significant literary and thematic weight, primarily
associated with John Steinbeck's renowned novella "Of Mice and Men." This phrase encapsulates complex
ideas about human dreams, vulnerability, and the unpredictability of life. Understanding the meaning of "of
mice and men" requires an exploration of the novella's themes, characters, and the historical context in
which it was written. Additionally, the phrase originates from a famous poem by Robert Burns, which
adds layers of interpretation and depth to Steinbeck's work. This article delves into the various dimensions
of "of mice and men meaning," offering a comprehensive analysis that covers its literary significance,
thematic implications, and cultural impact. Readers will gain insight into how this phrase reflects universal
human experiences and the enduring relevance of Steinbeck's narrative. The following sections will
explore the origin of the phrase, its thematic relevance in the novella, character analysis, and its broader

cultural significance.

Origin of the Phrase "Of Mice and Men"

Thematic Significance in Steinbeck's Novella

Character Analysis and Symbolism

Historical and Cultural Context

Impact and Legacy of the Phrase

Origin of the Phrase "Of Mice and Men"

The phrase "of mice and men" originates from the poem "To a Mouse" written by Scottish poet Robert
Burns in 1785. The original line reads, "The best laid schemes o' mice an' men / Gang aft agley," which
translates to "The best laid plans of mice and men often go awry." This line reflects the unpredictability of
life and the fragility of human aspirations. Steinbeck adopted this phrase as the title of his novella to
emphasize similar themes of thwarted dreams and the vulnerability of human plans. The poem highlights
the idea that no matter how carefully one plans, unforeseen circumstances can disrupt those plans, a theme

that resonates deeply throughout Steinbeck's narrative.



Robert Burns' "To a Mouse"

Burns' poem is a reflection on the unintended consequences of human actions, particularly focusing on a
farmer who accidentally destroys a mouse's nest while plowing a field. The poem empathizes with the
mouse’s plight, recognizing that both mice and men share a common experience of disrupted plans and
struggles for survival. This empathetic perspective is foundational to understanding the thematic concerns

in Steinbeck’s novella.

Adoption by John Steinbeck

Steinbeck's choice to use a line from Burns' poem as the title of his novella signals an intentional parallel
between the poem's themes and the story he tells. The novella explores how the dreams of its characters,
like those of the mouse and man in the poem, often fail due to forces beyond their control. This connection
enriches the interpretation of the work by linking it to a broader literary tradition that contemplates

human vulnerability.

Thematic Significance in Steinbeck's Novella

The meaning of "of mice and men" in the context of Steinbeck's novella is deeply tied to themes such as the
fragility of dreams, loneliness, friendship, and the harsh realities of life during the Great Depression. The

novella portrays the lives of displaced ranch workers who struggle to achieve stability and security.

The Fragility of Dreams

Central to the novella is the dream shared by the main characters, George and Lennie, who aspire to own a
small piece of land and live independently. This dream represents hope and a desire for self-sufficiency
amidst economic hardship. However, the narrative illustrates how this dream is vulnerable to collapse due
to external circumstances and personal limitations, reinforcing the meaning of "of mice and men" as plans

that often go astray.

Loneliness and Companionship

Loneliness is a pervasive theme in the novella, contrasting with the companionship between George and

Lennie. Their relationship offers a rare sense of connection and mutual support in an otherwise isolating



environment. The phrase "of mice and men" thus also encompasses the human need for connection and the

challenges of maintaining it in difficult times.

Powerlessness and Fate

The characters frequently encounter situations where they lack control over their destinies, reflecting the
broader theme of powerlessness. This underscores the meaning of "of mice and men" as an expression of the

unpredictable nature of life and the limitations of human agency.

Character Analysis and Symbolism

The meaning of "of mice and men" is further illuminated through a detailed examination of the novella's
characters and their symbolic roles. Each character embodies aspects of the themes of vulnerability, hope,

and the struggle against adversity.

George Milton

George represents pragmatism and responsibility. He cares for Lennie and dreams of a better future, yet he
is aware of the harsh realities that threaten their plans. George’s character embodies the tension between

hope and realism inherent in the phrase "of mice and men."

Lennie Small

Lennie symbolizes innocence and the unintended consequences of strength without understanding. His
actions, though unintentional, lead to the collapse of their shared dream. Lennie’s character highlights the

fragility of human intentions and the inevitability of disappointment.

Supporting Characters

Other characters such as Candy, Crooks, and Curley's wife represent different facets of isolation and
thwarted dreams. Their stories collectively reinforce the novella's central message about the vulnerability

of human aspirations.



¢ Candy: Represents aging and fear of uselessness.
e Crooks: Embodies racial discrimination and social isolation.

e Curley's Wife: Symbolizes broken dreams and unfulfilled desires.

Historical and Cultural Context

The meaning of "of mice and men" is deeply connected to the historical and cultural backdrop of the Great
Depression in the United States. The novella was published in 1937, during a time of widespread economic
hardship and social upheaval. Understanding this context is essential to grasping the full significance of the

phrase.

The Great Depression

The economic collapse of the 1930s led to massive unemployment and displacement, affecting millions of
Americans. Steinbeck’s portrayal of itinerant workers reflects the struggles faced by those living on the
margins of society. The phrase "of mice and men" conveys the precariousness of their existence and the

fragility of their hopes.

American Dream and Disillusionment

The novella critiques the ideal of the American Dream, showing how it often remains out of reach for
many. The characters’ pursuit of land ownership symbolizes this dream, but their repeated failures
underscore a broader societal disillusionment. This theme enhances the meaning of "of mice and men" as a

commentary on the gap between aspiration and reality.

Impact and Legacy of the Phrase

The phrase "of mice and men" has transcended its literary origins to become a widely recognized
expression of human vulnerability and the unpredictability of life. Its impact extends beyond the novella

into popular culture, education, and discussions about human nature.



Literary Influence

Steinbeck’s use of the phrase has influenced countless works of literature and art that explore themes of
shattered dreams and resilience. It serves as a powerful metaphor for the human condition and has been

studied extensively in academic settings.

Popular Usage

In contemporary language, "of mice and men" often describes situations where well-intentioned plans fail
due to unforeseen circumstances. Its usage reflects an understanding of the complexities and uncertainties

inherent in life.

Educational Importance

The novella and its title phrase remain staples of American literature curricula, offering students insight
into historical context, literary devices, and universal themes. The exploration of "of mice and men

meaning" encourages critical thinking about personal and societal challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall meaning of 'Of Mice and Men"?

The overall meaning of 'Of Mice and Men' centers on the pursuit of the American Dream, the inevitability

of loneliness, and the harsh realities of life during the Great Depression.

Why is the title 'Of Mice and Men' significant?

The title 'Of Mice and Men' is taken from Robert Burns' poem "To a Mouse," which reflects on how even

the best-laid plans of mice and men often go awry, symbolizing the novel's theme of shattered dreams.

How does 'Of Mice and Men' explore the theme of friendship?

The novel highlights the strong bond between George and Lennie, showing how friendship provides hope

and support in a lonely and unforgiving world.



What does Lennie represent in 'Of Mice and Men'?

Lennie represents innocence and the vulnerability of those who are mentally disabled, as well as the

fragility of dreams in a harsh society.

‘What is the significance of the dream farm in 'Of Mice and Men'?

The dream farm symbolizes hope, freedom, and a better future for George and Lennie, but also reflects the

unattainable nature of such dreams for many during the Great Depression.

How does 'Of Mice and Men' address the theme of loneliness?

The novel portrays various characters who suffer from loneliness and isolation, emphasizing how this is a

common and painful human experience.

‘What message does 'Of Mice and Men' convey about power and
weakness?

The novel illustrates the dynamics of power and weakness through characters’ social status, physical

strength, and mental capacity, showing how society marginalizes the weak and vulnerable.

Additional Resources

1. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
This classic novella explores themes of friendship, dreams, and loneliness during the Great Depression. The
story follows two displaced ranch workers, George and Lennie, who dream of owning their own land.

Steinbeck delves into the harsh realities of life for the working class and the fragile nature of human hopes.

2. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Another powerful work by Steinbeck, this novel portrays the struggles of the Joad family as they migrate
from the Dust Bowl to California in search of a better life. It examines social injustice, poverty, and the

resilience of the human spirit, much like the themes found in Of Mice and Men.

3. East of Eden by John Steinbeck
This sprawling family saga explores themes of good and evil, free will, and redemption. Steinbeck’s

exploration of human nature and moral complexity complements the emotional depth found in Of Mice

and Men.

4. The Pearl by John Steinbeck
A parable about greed and the destructive power of wealth, this novella tells the story of a poor pearl diver
whose discovery of a valuable pearl brings misfortune. It shares Steinbeck’s focus on human nature and the

often harsh realities of life.



5. Of Friendship and Dreams: The Human Condition in Steinbeck’s Works by Jane Smith
This critical analysis dives into the themes of companionship and aspiration found in Steinbeck’s writings,
particularly Of Mice and Men. It provides insight into how these elements reflect broader social and

psychological issues.

6. Loneliness and the American Dream by Robert Johnson
This book explores the pervasive loneliness experienced by individuals chasing the American Dream,
drawing parallels with characters like George and Lennie. It offers a sociological perspective on isolation

and hope in 20th-century America.

7. Working-Class Realism in American Literature by Lisa Brown
Focusing on depictions of laborers and the working class, this book contextualizes Of Mice and Men within
a tradition of American literature that highlights economic hardship and social struggle. It discusses how

such narratives reveal deeper societal truths.

8. The Fragility of Dreams: Literature’s Portrayal of Hope and Despair by Michael Green
This literary study examines how various works, including Of Mice and Men, portray the tension between
hope and inevitable disappointment. It highlights the delicate balance between aspiration and reality in

storytelling.

9. Companionship in Crisis: Human Bonds in Times of Adversity by Sarah Thompson
Analyzing relationships formed under pressure, this book looks at how friendships like that of George and
Lennie offer solace and complexity. It discusses the psychological and emotional dimensions of

companionship during difficult times.
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of mice and men meaning: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck, 1994-02-01 A controversial tale
of friendship and tragedy during the Great Depression A Penguin Classic Over seventy-five years
since its first publication, Steinbeck’s tale of commitment, loneliness, hope, and loss remains one of
America’s most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two migrant
workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American Dream. They hustle
work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own
an acre of land and a shack they can call their own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas
Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be within their grasp. But even George cannot guard
Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the
things George taught him. Of Mice and Men represents an experiment in form, which Steinbeck
described as “a kind of playable novel, written in a novel form but so scened and set that it can be
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played as it stands.” A rarity in American letters, it achieved remarkable success as a novel, a
Broadway play, and three acclaimed films. This edition features an introduction by Susan
Shillinglaw, one of today’s leading Steinbeck scholars. For more than seventy years, Penguin has
been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700
titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.

of mice and men meaning: CliffsNotes on Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men Susan Van Kirk,
2011-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots,
characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in the series
also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. In
CliffsNotes on Of Mice and Men, you'll meet drifters Lennie and George and recount their peculiar
difficulties and unusual bond. The CliffsNotes commentaries, summaries, and character analysis will
show you why this sweet, sad, and moving American story is considered to be one of Steinbeck's
greatest works. You'll also find Life and background of the author, John Steinbeck A short
introduction to the novel A character map that graphically illustrates the relationships among the
characters Critical essays A review section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center with books,
Web sites, films, and magazine articles for further study Classic literature or modern-day
treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.

of mice and men meaning: The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's of Mice and Men
Michael J. Meyer, 2009-04-23 First published in 1937, Of Mice and Men has been a staple of
American literature ever since. Divided by decade, The Essential Criticism of John Steinbeck's Of
Mice and Men provides an overview of criticism over the 70 years the book has been in print.
Michael J. Meyer has assembled significant articles and book excerpts from critics and reviewers,
citing the early book reviews and highlighting some of the most significant essays.

of mice and men meaning: Literature Micro Summary: Of Mice and Men by John
Steinbeck E Staff, Learn and review on the go! Use Quick Review Micro Summary Literature Notes
to help you learn or brush up on the subject quickly. You can use the review notes as a reference, to
understand the subject better and improve your grades. Easy to remember facts to help you perform
better. Perfect study notes for all high school and college students.

of mice and men meaning: Of Mice and Men Nandita Batra, Vartan P. Messier, 2020-07-13 Of
Mice and Men: Animals in Human Culture is a book-length collection of essays that examines human
views of non-human animals. The essays are written by scholars from Australia, East Asia, Europe
and the Americas, who represent a wide range of disciplines in the Humanities and Social Sciences.
Addressing topics such as animal rights, ecology, anthropocentrism, feminism, animal
domestication, dietary restrictions, and cultural imperialism, the book considers local and global
issues as well as ancient and contemporary discourses, and it will appeal to readers with both
general and specialized interests in the role played by animals in human cultures.

of mice and men meaning: Of Mice and Men: An Instructional Guide for Literature Kristin
Kemp, 2015-05-01 Of Mice and Men: An Instructional Guide for Literature provides lesson plans and
activities designed specifically for this classic novel by John Steinbeck. This valuable resource guides
teachers in a rich and deep exploration of the text with ways to add rigor with complex literature.
Readers will enjoy their analysis of this story while evaluating its themes of friendship and loss
through close reading, text-based vocabulary practice, and fun activities and lessons.
Text-dependent questions help students analyze the story, and close reading activities require
students to use textual evidence as they revisit passages for deeper analysis. With various methods
of assessing comprehension, this instructional guide offers strategies for cross-curricular activities
as students build an in-depth understanding of this classic tale.

of mice and men meaning: Of Mice and Men , 2011-03

of mice and men meaning: Of Mice and Men - Literature Kit Gr. 9-12 Chad Ibbotson,



2016-10-20 Learn about life during the Great Depression while learning about friendship, survival
and prejudice. Our versatile resource allows large group interaction or independent work as an
assessment. Become familiar with tricky words from the novel prior to reading by using them in a
sentence. We include examples from the text that show characters exploiting the weaknesses of
others. Draw a picture of George's ideal piece of land as he describes it to Lennie and Candy.
Imagine the story taking place today, and rewrite the beginning to reflect this change. List the
essential themes of the novel on a bindle organizer. Aligned to your State Standards and written to
Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: Of Mice and Men is the controversial novella by John Steinbeck that
follows two migrant workers as they look for work during the Great Depression. Located in
California, ranch workers George Milton and Lennie Small move on to look for work. George is lean
and intelligent, while Lennie is large and strong. The pair share a dream of one day owning their
own land. Lennie's part of the dream is to be able to touch soft rabbits, as he likes to touch soft
things. George and Lennie find themselves on a ranch with Candy, an old-aged ranch hand and Slim.
Candy offers to give $350 for George and Lennie to buy their land if Candy can live with them.
Unfortunate events at the ranch make sure that dream never takes place.

of mice and men meaning: Of Mice and Men: Teacher's Deluxe Edition John Steinbeck,
2013-01-03 Penguin Classics presents John Steinbeck’s classic tale as an eBook enhanced with ten
exclusive video clips featuring students responses, questions for classroom discussions, and an
American Dream assignment Nobel Prize-winner John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men remains one of
America's most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and Lennie, two migrant
workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American Dream. Laborers in
California's dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth
existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their
own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be
within their grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations, nor predict the
consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. Of Mice and Men:
Teacher’s Edition includes the following: * An introduction and suggested further reading by Susan
Shillinglaw, a professor of English at San Jose State University and Scholar-in-Residence at the
National Steinbeck Center in Salinas * The poem “To a Mouse, On Turning Her Up in Her Nest with
the Plough, November 1785” by Robert Burns (the original source of Steinbeck’s title Of Mice and
Men) ¢ The 1962 Nobel Banquet Speech by John Steinbeck ¢ An exclusive audio interview with
award-winning actor James Earl Jones on his stage performances in Of Mice and Men ¢ Ten
exclusive videos of students on major themes from the novel tied to group discussion questions
included in the eBook, and an American Dream assignment, for the ultimate educational experience

of mice and men meaning: Adolescents in the Search for Meaning Mary L. Warner,
2006-03-03 As is painfully evident from the reports of school shootings, gang violence, dysfunctional
family life, and from statistics on adolescent suicide, many teens live troubled lives. Even those who
live a normal life still face the challenges adults face, but teens are also engaged in establishing
independence and finding their identity. However, few adolescents have the same resources as
adults for surviving life challenges. Building from the idea that story is a powerful source of
meaning, particularly those stories that resonate with our own lives, this book suggests that the
stories of other young adults offer a resource yet to be fully tapped. Adolescents in the Search for
Meaning begins from the perspective of young adults by sharing the results of a survey of over 1400
teens and also includes the insights of authors of Young Adult Literature. The book presents over
120 novels that teens have identified as meaningful as well as books recommended by YA authors
and experts in the field of YA literature. For any teacher, librarian, parent or counselor wanting to
reach young adults, this book is ideal.

of mice and men meaning: Understanding Of Mice and Men, The Red Pony and The
Pearl Claudia Durst Johnson, 1997-06-25 Although John Steinbeck's novellas Of Mice and Men, The
Red Pony, and The Pearl are works of fiction, they provide a window on the history of the times and



places they portray. Studying the historical, social, economic, and regional background of each
novella is important to fully understanding each work. This interdisciplinary collection of rich
collateral materials features a variety of primary documents that shed light on the background of
each of these novellas—the pioneer days and life on the Western frontier, the early history of
California, the gold rush, the plight of the migrant worker during the Great Depression, the
problems of the homeless and the hopeless, and oppression in Mexico in the early 20th century.
Documents include memoirs of mountain men and pioneers, books of travel, sociological studies, a
political treatise, a journal, reports of U.S. commissions, a comic memoir, and an interview with a
Salvation Army general who worked with the downtrodden during the 1930s. Most of these
materials are not available in printed form anywhere else. The purpose of this volume is to explore
through analysis and collateral readings the pervasive theme in these novellas: the universality of
humankind's often futile struggle for a better existence. Steinbeck shows that the American vision is
shaped by the dream of a better life represented in the myth of the West. A social and political
commentator, he dramatizes in all three novellas the social issues of the time. The first chapter of
this study, a literary analysis, examines key themes common to all three novellas. The remaining
chapters place the works in historical context. Old California and the West includes accounts of
18th- and 19th-century travelers to California who dreamed of a better life. Land Ownership
examines the meaning of land ownership in the West and its corruption. The Vagrant Farm Worker:
Homeless in Paradise features memoirs and journals of itinerant workers as well as Mark Twain's
Roughing It and a study of the hobo. Losers of the American Dream deals with the homeless and
hopeless during the early years of this century and the Great Depression. The American Dream in a
Mexican Setting illuminates the lives of the oppressed in Mexico which provoked a century of
revolutions. Each chapter concludes with study questions, ideas for class discussion and student
projects and papers, and a list of books for further reading. This is an ideal companion for teacher
use and student research in English and American history classes.

of mice and men meaning: The Facts on File Dictionary of Proverbs Martin H. Manser,
Rosalind Fergusson, 2007 Lists the meaning and origin of more than 1,700 traditional and
contemporary English proverbs.

of mice and men meaning: Voice Lessons Nancy Dean, 2000 Prepare your high school
students for AP, 1B, and other standardized tests that demand an understanding of the subtle
elements that comprise an author's unique voice. Each of the 100 sharply focused, historically and
culturally diverse passages from world literature targets a specific component of voice, presenting
the elements in short, manageable exercises that function well as class openers. Includes teacher
notes and discussion suggestions.

of mice and men meaning: Of Mice and Men Linda Clark, 2005 New contributions to the
most important critical debates of the period. The themes of 'image’ and 'representation' play a
major part in the essays collected in this volume; subjects explored include the religious sympathies
of townsfolk and gentry and their physical manifestations, the cultural setting for the activities of
leading families of the period and the interaction of Crown and community of the realm. As the fruit
of original archival research on the later Middle Ages, overall the contributions offer the most
up-to-date scholarship on the period, and a snapshot of the most crucial issues in current research.
Contributors: CLIVE BURGESS, PAUL CAVILL, JON DENTON, THOMAS S. FREEMAN, ALASDAIR
HAWKYARD, STEPHEN MILESON, JENNI NUTTALL, COLIN RICHMOND, ANNE F. SUTTON

of mice and men meaning: Teaching English Through ELA, Mathematics, Science, and
Social Studies Long Peng, 2022-07-21 Accessible and hands-on, this textbook provides a
comprehensive introduction to teaching language through content, an approach known as
Content-Based Language Teaching (CBLT). A content-based, language-focused approach to teaching
in the disciplines is essential to serving the language and disciplinary needs of English learners
(ELs) in the classroom. Guided by learning standards and informed by research, this book
demonstrates how content materials in the English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, Science, and
Social Studies can be harnessed to develop the English language proficiency of ELs as well as



advance their disciplinary knowledge and skills. Using content materials in ELA, Mathematics,
Science, and Social Studies as a starting point, this textbook illustrates how to teach English as an
additional language effectively by integrating language instruction with disciplinary teaching. It
showcases numerous learning and instructional activities, complete with targeted language
exemplified in sentential and discourse contexts, direct instruction, teacher modeling, guided and
individual practices, and assessments, which are further backed up by detailed discussions of their
goals, rationales, and implementation. This textbook also features a discussion of differentiation to
address the varied needs of students. To further assist readers in determining how to incorporate
language instruction, Peng identifies extensive possibilities for language teaching that are based on
the same content materials and beyond those targeted by sample learning activities. Each chapter
ends with three types of exercises—multiple-choice questions, open-ended discussion questions, and
problems of application—to bolster understanding, promote reflection, and encourage application.
Complementing the book are additional online resources, including ready-to-use PowerPoints, which
are available on the book’s webpage at Routledge.com/9780367521134. Covering key issues such as
characteristics of effective language instruction, differentiation, and the challenges associated with
CBLT, this is an essential text in TESOL methods and content-area language teaching, as well as an
invaluable resource for pre-service and in-service ESL/EFL teachers and content-area teachers who
are interested in furthering their students’ language and literacy development.

of mice and men meaning: Bloom's How to Write about John Steinbeck Catherine ]J.
Kordich, 2009 Bloom's How to Write about John Steinbeck offers valuable paper-topic suggestions,
clearly outlined strategies on how to write a strong essay, and an insightful introduction by Harold
Bloom on writing about Steinbeck.

of mice and men meaning: Literary Pragmatics (Routledge Revivals) Roger D Sell,
2014-10-14 Up until the mid-1980s most pragmatic analysis had been done on spoken language use,
considerably less on written use, and very little at all on literary activity. This has now radically
changed. ‘Pragmatics’ could be informally defined as the study of relationships between language
and its users. This volume, first published in 1991, seeks to reposition literary activity at the centre
of that study. The internationally renowned contributors draw together two main streams. On the
one hand, there are concerns which are close to the syntax and semantics of mainstream linguistics,
and on the other, there are concerns ranging towards anthropological linguistics, socio- and
psycholinguistics. Literary Pragmatics represents an antidote to the fragmenting specialization so
characteristic of the humanities in the twentieth century. This book will be of lasting value to
students of linguistics, literature and society. Roger D. Sell discusses the reissue of Literary
Pragmatics here:
http://www.routledge.com/articles/roger d. sell discusses the reissue of literary pragmatics/

of mice and men meaning: ,

of mice and men meaning: Technology, Literacy and Learning Carey Jewitt, 2006 This book
sets out a framework for rethinking the three key areas of schooling that are most affected by
technology's impact on education today: knowledge as curriculum, learning and pedagogy, and
literacy across the curriculum. Carey Jewitt shows how all three are reshaped by the multimodal
resources and facilities of new technologies, and points the way to rethinking teaching and learning
in this environment. The author proceeds practically through an exhaustive analysis of teaching and
learning with technology-mediated materials such as CD-ROMs, web-sites, the internet, computer
programming applications and computer games. She relates each in turn to the main curriculum
topics of English, Mathematics and Science. Through this detailed scrutiny, the following questions
emerge: - How do the new technologies reshape knowledge as curriculum? - How does the use of
new technologies in the classroom reshape learning and pedagogy? - As writing moves from page to
screen, what is the impact on students' situated literary practices and how does it affect learning?
Through these questions this book demonstrates that mode, technology and curriculum knowledge
are fundamentally connected, and describes how teacher and student roles in the classroom could
be altered in response to new technologies. Carey Jewitt calls for a reconceptualization of literacy



and reading as a multimodal design and demands that the need for new strategies and policies
around literacy right across the board, and particularly in relation to assessment, should be seriously
and urgently addressed.

of mice and men meaning: The Carol J. Adams Reader Carol J. Adams, 2016-10-06 The Carol ].
Adams Reader gathers together Adams’s foundational and recent writings as well as relevant
interviews and conversations identifying key concepts and new developments in her work.
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