
obituary writing guide

obituary writing guide is an essential resource for anyone tasked with commemorating a loved one’s life in a
respectful and meaningful way. Crafting an obituary requires careful attention to detail, sensitivity, and
clarity to honor the deceased while providing important information to friends, family, and the community. This
guide covers the fundamental elements of obituary writing, from gathering accurate information to
structuring the content for maximum impact. Additionally, it explores stylistic considerations, common
mistakes to avoid, and tips for submitting obituaries to newspapers or online platforms. Whether you are
writing your first obituary or seeking to improve your skills, this comprehensive overview will help ensure that
the tribute you create appropriately reflects the life and legacy of the departed. Below is a clear outline of
the key sections covered in this obituary writing guide.

Understanding the Purpose of an Obituary

Essential Information to Include

Structuring the Obituary

Writing Style and Tone

Common Mistakes in Obituary Writing

Submission and Publication Tips

Understanding the Purpose of an Obituary

An obituary serves multiple purposes beyond simply announcing a death. It is a formal notice that informs the
public about the passing of an individual, providing details about their life, achievements, and surviving family
members. Obituaries also function as a historical record and a source of comfort for those mourning.
Recognizing the role an obituary plays helps guide its content and tone, ensuring it fulfills its intended function
effectively.

The Role of Obituaries in Society

Obituaries play an important social role by sharing the news of death and inviting community members to
participate in mourning or memorial services. They also document a person’s life story, preserving memories for
future generations. Understanding this cultural significance encourages a respectful and thoughtful approach
to obituary writing.

Emotional and Informational Balance

While obituaries convey factual information, they also evoke emotion by highlighting the deceased’s
personality and impact. Balancing informative content with a warm, dignified tone is key to creating an
obituary that resonates with readers and honors the deceased.



Essential Information to Include

Accurate and comprehensive information is the foundation of any well-crafted obituary. Including key details
ensures that readers receive a complete picture of the deceased’s identity and legacy.

Basic Personal Details

The obituary should begin with the full name of the deceased, age, date and place of death, and sometimes cause
of death if appropriate. These details provide the essential context for the announcement.

Biographical Information

Including information about birth date and place, education, career, military service, hobbies, and community
involvement helps create a fuller picture of the deceased’s life. Highlighting accomplishments and passions adds
depth and personality.

Surviving Family Members

Listing close family members such as spouse, children, siblings, and grandchildren is customary. This information
acknowledges those left behind and may inform readers about familial relationships and support networks.

Funeral and Memorial Service Information

Details about upcoming services, including dates, times, locations, and whether the events are private or
public, are important to include. Any special requests such as donations or charitable contributions in lieu of
flowers should also be mentioned.

Structuring the Obituary

A clear and logical structure enhances readability and ensures that all key information is conveyed
effectively. Organizing the obituary into distinct sections helps guide readers through the content.

Opening Announcement

The obituary typically begins with a straightforward announcement of the death, including the deceased’s name,
age, and date of passing. This opening sets the tone and provides essential information upfront.

Life Summary

A chronological summary of the deceased’s life follows, highlighting major milestones such as education,



career achievements, and personal interests. This section should be concise yet comprehensive, focusing on the
most significant aspects of the individual’s life.

Family and Relationships

Next, the obituary lists surviving family members and may also mention predeceased relatives. This section
recognizes close connections and helps readers understand the family context.

Service Details and Final Notes

The obituary concludes with information about funeral or memorial services and any additional notes such as
preferred charities or expressions of gratitude. This final section provides practical details for those wishing
to pay their respects.

Writing Style and Tone

The writing style and tone of an obituary should reflect the personality of the deceased while maintaining
professionalism and respect. Careful word choice and language use are crucial to achieving this balance.

Using Clear and Respectful Language

Obituaries should avoid jargon and overly complex language, opting instead for clear, straightforward
phrasing. Respectful language honors the deceased and communicates the message appropriately to a broad
audience.

Incorporating Personal Touches

Including anecdotes, quotes, or descriptions of character traits can personalize the obituary, making it more
meaningful to readers. These elements should be used judiciously to maintain a dignified tone.

Length Considerations

While some obituaries may be brief, others can be more detailed depending on publication guidelines and family
preferences. Generally, an obituary should be concise yet thorough, typically ranging from 200 to 500 words.

Common Mistakes in Obituary Writing

Avoiding common pitfalls ensures the obituary is accurate, clear, and respectful. Awareness of frequent
errors helps improve the overall quality of the tribute.



Omitting Key Information

Failing to include essential details such as full names, dates, or service information can confuse readers and
diminish the obituary’s effectiveness. Double-checking facts before submission is vital.

Overloading with Irrelevant Details

Including excessive or unrelated information may detract from the obituary’s focus. Prioritizing relevant life
highlights and family details maintains clarity and impact.

Errors in Spelling and Grammar

Typos and grammatical mistakes undermine the professionalism of an obituary. Careful proofreading and, if
possible, having another person review the text can prevent such errors.

Submission and Publication Tips

Knowing how and where to submit the obituary ensures it reaches the intended audience and is published
correctly.

Choosing the Right Publication

Selecting an appropriate newspaper, online memorial site, or community bulletin depends on the deceased’s
connections and the family’s preferences. Local newspapers are common choices for reaching the community.

Meeting Deadlines and Requirements

Each publication has specific deadlines, word limits, and formatting guidelines. Adhering to these requirements
facilitates timely and accurate publication.

Costs and Payment

Publishing obituaries often involves fees based on length and placement. Understanding and budgeting for these
costs is important to avoid unexpected expenses.

Utilizing Online Obituary Platforms

Many families choose to supplement print obituaries with online memorials that allow for extended content and
multimedia. These platforms can enhance the reach and longevity of the tribute.



Gather complete and accurate information before writing

Use a respectful, clear, and concise writing style

Include essential details such as dates, family, and service info

Proofread carefully to eliminate errors

Follow publication guidelines closely when submitting

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential elements to include in an obituary?

An obituary typically includes the full name of the deceased, age, date and place of death, brief biography,
names of surviving family members, funeral or memorial service details, and sometimes a personal message or
quote.

How can I write a respectful and meaningful obituary?

To write a respectful obituary, focus on highlighting the deceased's life achievements, personality, and
relationships. Use clear, compassionate language, avoid jargon, and consider including anecdotes or quotes
that capture their character.

What is the typical length of an obituary?

Obituaries usually range from 200 to 500 words, depending on the publication's guidelines and the family's
preferences. Shorter obituaries are common in newspapers, while longer ones may be used online or in memorial
booklets.

How do I handle sensitive information in an obituary?

Be mindful of privacy and respect the wishes of the family. Avoid including controversial or overly personal
details, and focus on positive memories and facts that honor the deceased’s life.

Are there different obituary formats for newspapers and online memorials?

Yes, newspaper obituaries often follow strict word limits and formatting rules, while online memorials allow
for more detailed narratives, photos, videos, and guest messages, providing a more personalized tribute.

Can I write an obituary for someone else, and how should I approach it?

Yes, you can write an obituary for someone else. Gather accurate information from family or close friends,
verify facts, and write with empathy and respect. It's important to consult the family before publishing.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when writing an obituary?

Common mistakes include misspelling names, omitting key details, including inaccurate information, being overly
lengthy or too brief, and using insensitive language. Proofreading and fact-checking are essential to avoid these
errors.



Additional Resources
1. Writing Obituaries: A Practical Guide for Journalists and Funeral Professionals
This book offers step-by-step instructions on how to write respectful and meaningful obituaries. It covers the
essential elements to include, ethical considerations, and tips for capturing the essence of a person’s life. The
guide is designed for both seasoned journalists and those new to obituary writing.

2. The Art of the Obituary: How to Write a Tribute that Honours a Life
Focused on crafting heartfelt and memorable tributes, this book explores the narrative techniques that make
obituaries impactful. It provides examples and exercises to help writers create engaging stories that celebrate
the deceased. The author emphasizes empathy and accuracy in every piece.

3. Obituary Writing Handbook: Techniques for Creating Lasting Legacies
This handbook delves into the technical and stylistic aspects of obituary writing. Readers will learn how to
balance facts with storytelling, and how to handle sensitive topics with care. The book also discusses the
changing role of obituaries in the digital age.

4. From Life to Print: A Guide to Writing Meaningful Obituaries
Aimed at funeral directors, journalists, and family members, this guide covers the fundamentals of obituary
writing. It highlights the importance of thorough research and offers templates for different types of
obituaries. The book also addresses common mistakes to avoid.

5. Obituaries That Inspire: Writing Celebrations of Life
This title encourages writers to go beyond basic biographical details and create inspiring narratives. It
includes interviews with professional obituary writers and tips on incorporating quotes, anecdotes, and
personal reflections. The book is a valuable resource for anyone tasked with memorializing a loved one.

6. Mastering Obituary Writing: A Comprehensive Guide
Designed as an all-in-one resource, this book covers everything from gathering information to final editing. It
offers guidance on style, tone, and structure, along with advice for adapting obituaries for print and online
publication. The author also discusses legal considerations and privacy concerns.

7. The Essential Guide to Writing Obituaries
This concise guide provides clear instructions for composing respectful and accurate obituaries. It is ideal for
people new to obituary writing, with checklists and examples that simplify the process. The book also explores
cultural differences in obituary traditions.

8. Obituary Writing for Beginners: Crafting Personal and Professional Tributes
Targeted at novice writers, this book breaks down the obituary writing process into manageable steps. It
offers practical tips on interviewing family members and gathering relevant information. Readers will find
helpful advice on maintaining sensitivity and dignity throughout their writing.

9. The Story Behind the Obituary: Writing Lives That Matter
This book highlights the importance of storytelling in obituary writing, encouraging writers to capture the
unique qualities of each individual. It includes case studies and examples that illustrate effective narrative
techniques. The author stresses the role of obituaries in preserving personal and community histories.
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  obituary writing guide: Writing an Obituary Worth Reading Martin Kimeldorf, 2016-02-06 This
short book is not about death but rather how to write about what is important in your life. This book
includes sample living obits from 24 to 84 year olds. The life-review obituary is not limited to older
people. In fact, after any major challenge to our family, health or career we often ask ourselves How
have I lived my life? and How do I want to be remembered? Answering these kinds of questions
helps us see more clearly how we want to spend the rest of our time. You can read half the book for
free at my web site: martinkimeldorf.org...Soulwork (at top)...Writing An Obituary Worth
Reading-Sampler (at bottom of page)
  obituary writing guide: How to Write an Obituary Christina Newberry, 2008
  obituary writing guide: How to Write Anything: A Complete Guide Laura Brown,
2014-04-14 “There has never been a guide as comprehensive as this to writing in all its forms. . . .
Useful, clear and encyclopedic, this book is an essential guide for every household.”—Examiner
Need to know how to format your résumé for that job application? How do you write a cover letter
that will stand out? Wondering how to request a letter of recommendation for graduate school?
Trying to craft a get-well note that will really help? How informal is too informal when instant
messaging in the office? What do you write on the website for your small business? What should you
say in a wedding invitation? Or a divorce announcement? With over 200 how-to entries and
easy-to-use models organized into three comprehensive sections on work, school, and personal life,
How to Write Anything covers a wide range of topics that make it an essential guide for the whole
family.
  obituary writing guide: Writing on the Job John C. Brereton, Margaret A. Mansfield, 1997
Offers sample documents and stylistic advice for writing letters, memos, manuals, minutes, and
resumes.
  obituary writing guide: Poetry: A Survivor's Guide Mark Yakich, 2022-08-25 Poetry: A
Survivor's Guide has earned high praise from students, teachers, and readers from around the globe
for its playful sincerity and idiosyncratic humor and for its approach to a subject both loved and
feared. Updated and expanded, including six new sections, the second edition probes a range of
strategies for inspiring students and aspiring poets on the ways poetry relates to their own lives.
These include the delights and pitfalls of individual meditation, the complications of identity and
appropriation, and the uses and utility of poetry as a tool of social change. The second edition also
includes a curated companion website for teachers, students, and aspiring poets that features poetry
examples, writing prompts and exercises, and resources for publishing poetry. Online resources to
accompany this book are available at: https://bloomsbury.pub/poetry-a-survivors-guide-2e.
  obituary writing guide: Funeral Planning Basics Enodare, 2011 This comprehensive funeral
planning book will take you step-by-step through the process of planning a funeral. It will introduce
you to issues such as organ donations, purchasing caskets, cremation, burial, puchasing grave plots,
organization of funeral services, the legal and financial issues relating to funerals, the cost of
pre-aranging a funeral, how to save money on funerals, how to finance funerals and much
more.--Publisher's description.
  obituary writing guide: Mom Minus Dad: The Essential Resource Guide for Busy Adults with a
Newly Widowed Parent Jamieson Haverkampf, 2008-05-09 Mom Minus Dad is the only resource
guide available with more than 500 resources for adults who lose a parent and need to assist a newly
widowed parent. The book provides readers with practical advice on ten major parent loss topics
along with more than 500 valuable and time-saving resources including Web sites, companies,
government resources, U.S. laws, books, and nonprofit organizations to assist the approximately
twelve million sons and daughters who lose a parent every year. Each section provides online and
book resources and simple practical solutions to common problems - from finding affordable
counseling to building new budgets for the widowed parent to managing changing family dynamics.
Each chapter reveals ideas, relevant insights from the author's personal experience, questions to
consider, and additional resources to find specific assistance. The author of Mom Minus Dad gleaned
intimate knowledge of balancing her own life with a newly widowed parent. Ms. Haverkampf



assisted her fifty-six-year-old widowed mother in Virginia, while still running her real estate business
in California, after the early unpredicted loss of her father to cancer. In her groundbreaking book,
Haverkampf shares how she and her sister-both in their early thirties-found success and managed
struggles during their journey after their father's death. This is a reference guide grievers will refer
to during the year after loss and years beyond.
  obituary writing guide: The Artist's Guide Jackie Battenfield, 2009-06-09 A comprehensive
guide for both emerging and mid-career artists to pursue a career in the visual arts. Providing
real-life examples, illustrations, and step-by-step exercises, Battenfield offers readily applicable
advice on all aspects of the job. Along with tips on planning and assessment, she presents strategies
for self-management, including marketing, online promotion, building professional relationships,
grant writing, and portfolio development. Each chapter ends with an insightful Reality Check
interview, featuring advice and useful information from high-profile artists and professionals. The
result is an inspiring, experiential guide brimming with field-tested techniques that readers can
easily apply to their own career.
  obituary writing guide: Life on the Death Beat Alana Baranick, Jim Sheeler, Stephen Miller,
2005 Life on the Death Beat is a guide to obituary writing. It helps journalists effectively research
and write obituaries that inform readers.
  obituary writing guide: SAT Essay Writing Guide with Sample Prompts (Fifth Edition)
Vibrant Publishers, 2020-12-25 • Overview of the SAT test and its scoring pattern • Comprehensive
guide for the SAT Essay section • Effective strategies for mastering the SAT essay • Pre-writing
guidelines and sample essay for sixteen sample prompts SAT Essay Writing Guide with Sample
Prompts is your guide to a perfect SAT essay score. The proven way to get that perfect score on the
SAT essay is through lots and lots of practice; this book offers exactly that! It has sixteen sample
prompts in line with the SAT guidelines, followed by passages from high-quality published source,
pre-writing guidance, plenty of strategies and a sample essay response. Besides the sample prompts,
the book provides information about the revised SAT test and its scoring process. It also includes
detailed guidance on the new SAT essay section: why the essay should be taken, format of the essay
tasks, how to develop a top-scoring essay, scoring mechanism and effective strategies for mastering
the SAT essay. All this makes SAT Essay Writing Guide with Sample Prompts a comprehensive essay
writing guide and a must-have resource for those aspiring to crack the SAT essay. Includes •
Complete information about the SAT essay section • Sixteen sample prompts with pre-writing
guidance and sample essay responses • Passages adapted from high-quality published material •
Strategies and Tips for high scores About Test Prep Series The focus of the Test Prep Series is to
make test preparation streamlined and fruitful for competitive exam aspirants. Students preparing
for the entrance exams now have access to the most comprehensive series of prep guides for GRE,
GMAT and SAT preparation. All the books in this series are thoroughly researched, frequently
updated and packed with relevant content. These have been prepared by authors with more than 10
years experience in the field. The simple and well organized format of the books in this series makes
studying more efficient and effective.
  obituary writing guide: The Executor's Guide Mary Randolph, Jennie Lin, 2024-06-07 The
step-by-step guide to serving as an executor, trustee, or estate representative If you need to wrap up
the affairs of a loved one who has died, you may feel overwhelmed—especially when you’re grieving.
But you can do it, and this book will show you how. The Executor’s Guide provides a clear road map
through an unfamiliar land of legal procedures and terminology. You’ll learn what to do right away
and what can wait. Find help on: • preparing for the job of executor or trustee • the first steps you
should take after a loved one dies • claiming life insurance, Social Security, and other benefits •
making sense of a will, and what to do if there is no will • how to determine whether probate is
necessary • filing taxes • managing assets inherited by a minor child • probate court proceedings •
handling simple trusts, and • working with lawyers, appraisers, accountants, and other experts. The
10th edition of The Executor's Guide contains updated tables that outline the key points of each
state's laws. It also provides the latest information on estate tax laws. With Downloadable



Worksheets: download and customize worksheets detailing information executors need to get
organized, including an inventory of assets and debts (details inside).
  obituary writing guide: A Tactical Guide to Science Journalism Deborah Blum, Ashley
Smart, Tom Zeller Jr., 2022 A Tactical Guide to Science Journalism brings together award-winning
journalists from around the world to share fascinating tales of science and how it works and to
provide guidance into reporting specialties like infectious disease, climate change, astronomy, public
health, physics, and statistics. Drawing insights from writers based at publications including The
New York Times, the BBC, The Washington Post, Science, The New Yorker, National Geographic and
more, this guide is designed to help journalists everywhere improve their craft and serve as a
valuable resource for those seeking to understand the profession at its best.
  obituary writing guide: Bridge to Reading Zone Teacher's Resource Guide , 2013-07-01
Perfect for small group instruction geared toward Response to Intervention, BTR Zone: Bridge to
Reading motivates reluctant and struggling readers with high-interest nonfiction focused on science,
adventure, biography, history, and sports. With scaffolds such as on-page definitions, photographs,
illustrations, captions, subheads, and informational graphics, BTR Zone books provide practice with
the text features so important to understanding informational text. A teaching plan steeped in
Common Core State Standards for Literacy provides instruction for vocabulary, fluency,
comprehension, and authentic writing truly providing a bridge for students to become more
strategic readers.
  obituary writing guide: The Survivor's Guide V. K. Thornton, 2004 Thornton brings more
than a decade of experience in human resources and financial education to an extremely emotional
issue--that of what a person needs to know when someone close to them dies.
  obituary writing guide: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Grammar and Style Laurie Rozakis,
2003-03-10 A staple for adults, students, and anyone who has ever been baffled by then to use a
comma--and a serial comma--The Complete Idiot's Guide to Grammar and Style contains basic
chapters on the parts of speech, gradually building up to the finer points of writing, sentence
structure, punctuation, creating paragraphs, and following accepted publishing styles.
  obituary writing guide: Narrative Medicine in Veterinary Practice Karen R. Fine, 2021-10-25
This is the first guide to Veterinary Narrative Medicine, a cutting-edge approach in human medicine
with multiple applications in veterinary medicine. The text combines the latest research with
numerous real-world examples and practical techniques to improve client communication, patient
care, and veterinary well-being. Narrative Medicine maintains that a patient should be viewed as an
individual rather than an example of a disease process, and that this can be accomplished by using
narrative. This book explores methods and theories from leaders in the human Narrative Medicine
field while addressing topics unique to veterinary medicine. Readers will gain tools to help navigate
difficult conversations and situations in clinical practice, including those involving the end of life.
Narrative Medicine in Veterinary Practice also addresses the important issue of veterinary wellness.
The ability to view the veterinarian's own stories and those of clients and patients as narratives may
help practitioners maintain both emotional and work-place boundaries as well as decrease burnout
and compassion fatigue. The book describes basic techniques to promote self-reflection and
mindfulness, skills often overlooked in the veterinary profession which can improve resilience and
increase the enjoyment of veterinary practice. This is important reading for veterinary practitioners,
students, veterinary nurses, technicians, social workers, and all veterinary clinic staff.
  obituary writing guide: Achieving a Good Death Chris Palmer, 2024-10-01 Death is inevitable,
dying badly is not. A good death is achievable, and this book explains how. There is an art to dying
well that can be taught and learned. While death is inevitable, dying badly is not. This practical
guide to achieving a good death will reduce the fear that often cloaks discussions about death and
dying and give readers the knowledge and skills to achieve a peaceful and gentle death. With the
multiple options available at the end of life, people can design and direct their end-of-life journey so
they have as fulfilling and meaningful life as possible right up to the end and achieve the elusive
good death when the time comes. Chapters focus on essential elements of living well and preparing



for a good death including: Death cleaning so we don’t burden our loved ones with a big
messTalking with loved ones and doctors about our end-of-life wishes and aspirations so they know
what matters to us and how we want to be treatedWriting a legacy letter (an ethical will) and a
memoir to let loved ones know what is deep in our hearts.Understanding caregivers, an
under-appreciated group of people, usually unpaid women, who number in the millions.The benefits
of palliative care, hospice care, and end-of-life doulas and the necessary vigilance to get the most out
of these essential services.End-of-life options, including medical-aid-in-dying (MAID) and voluntarily
stopping eating and drinking (VSED).What it’s like to die and how to help people as they die.Options
for disposition of the body of a loved one (or your own body) after death, especially in an
economically and ecologically responsible wayPlanning commemorations and celebrations of life.The
nature of grief, including how to deal with it, and why it is often unbearably painful.This thoughtful
and gentle guide, exploring one of the most difficult human topics, equips every reader with the
information they need to overcome the anxiety and confusion that so often overwhelms end-of-life
planning so they may intentionally plan for “a good death” that will provide comfort for all during
one’s final act.
  obituary writing guide: Dynamics of News Reporting and Writing Vincent F. Filak,
2021-01-09 Dynamics of News Reporting and Writing: Foundational Skills for a Digital Age shows
students how to approach their stories and think on their feet in the evolving media landscape.
Recognizing that well-crafted stories are founded on sharp prose, author Vincent F. Filak covers
more foundational elements of a newswriting textbook, like lead writing, structure, and storytelling,
while also teaching students how to think critically and determine what matters most to their
readers. The Second Edition includes even more writing and grammar exercises, discussions of
social media and digital media advancements, and additional career-related examples to help
students succeed upon entering the field.
  obituary writing guide: Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy Megan Mueller, Zenithson Ng,
Taylor Chastain Griffin, Philip Tedeschi, 2024-09-20 Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy, Sixth
Edition continues to be the leading textbook and reference in this field for clinical practitioners. The
book provides the evidence basis for the effectiveness of this treatment, as well as guidelines for
how to perform it from the selection of treatment animal to application with patients. This new
edition is fully updated and contains 15 new chapters on culture, research, standards, of practice,
and more. Organized into four sections, the book explores the conceptualization of the
animal-human bond, best practices for AAI professionals, considerations related to animal selection/
training/ welfare, and utilizing AAI in special populations.The book may serve as a study guide for
the Animal Assisted Intervention Specialist Certification Exam. - Summarizes current research on
AAT - Guides readers how to work with a therapy animal safely and effectively - Covers AAT with
special populations and for specific disorders - Supports study for the Animal-Assisted Intervention
Specialist Certification exam - Contains 15 new chapters on culture, research, standards of practice,
and more
  obituary writing guide: Handbook of Death and Dying Clifton D. Bryant, 2003-10 Dying is a
social as well as physiological phenomenon. Each society characterizes and, consequently, treats
death and dying in its own individual ways—ways that differ markedly. These particular patterns of
death and dying engender modal cultural responses, and such institutionalized behavior has
familiar, economical, educational, religious, and political implications. The Handbook of Death and
Dying takes stock of the vast literature in the field of thanatology, arranging and synthesizing what
has been an unwieldy body of knowledge into a concise, yet comprehensive reference work. This
two-volume handbook will provide direction and momentum to the study of death-related behavior
for many years to come. Key Features More than 100 contributors representing authoritative
expertise in a diverse array of disciplines Anthropology Family Studies History Law Medicine
Mortuary Science Philosophy Psychology Social work Sociology Theology A distinguished editorial
board of leading scholars and researchers in the field More than 100 definitive essays covering
almost every dimension of death-related behavior Comprehensive and inclusive, exploring concepts



and social patterns within the larger topical concern Journal article length essays that address topics
with appropriate detail Multidisciplinary and cross-cultural coverage
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