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merrick garland background offers a comprehensive view of the life, education, and career of one of the
most prominent figures in the American judicial system. This article delves into Garland's early life,
academic achievements, legal career, and his rise to becoming the Attorney General of the United States.
Understanding Merrick Garland's background provides valuable insight into his judicial philosophy,
professional accomplishments, and his impact on American law and governance. This overview will cover
his formative years, key milestones in his legal journey, and notable contributions to the judiciary. The
following sections explore Garland's education, professional trajectory, judicial service, and his tenure as
Attorney General. Each section is designed to provide a detailed and nuanced portrait of Merrick Garland's
extensive background.
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Federal Judicial Service

Appointment as Attorney General

Notable Cases and Legal Philosophy

Early Life and Education
Merrick Garland was born in 1952 in Chicago, Illinois. Raised in a Jewish family, he grew up in the suburb
of suburban Oak Park, where he developed a strong foundation in academics and civic responsibility. His
early education was marked by excellence and a commitment to learning, which would pave the way for
his future legal career. Garland attended Harvard University, where he earned his Bachelor of Arts degree
summa cum laude. Following Harvard, he pursued legal studies at Harvard Law School, graduating magna
cum laude. His time at Harvard Law was distinguished by his role as an editor of the Harvard Law
Review, underscoring his academic prowess and dedication to legal scholarship.

Academic Achievements
During his academic career, Merrick Garland demonstrated exceptional intellectual ability and a passion for
law. His achievements include:



Graduating summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts from Harvard University.

Graduating magna cum laude from Harvard Law School.

Serving as an editor of the prestigious Harvard Law Review.

Clerking for influential judges, including a Supreme Court Justice, early in his career.

These accomplishments set a solid groundwork for Garland's future roles in the legal field, reflecting both
his scholarly dedication and his potential for judicial leadership.

Legal Career and Professional Experience
Merrick Garland's legal career spans several decades and includes roles in both public service and private
practice. After completing his clerkships, Garland joined the Department of Justice, where he quickly
established himself as a skilled prosecutor and legal strategist. He served as a federal prosecutor in the U.S.
Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia, handling a range of criminal cases that highlighted his
commitment to justice and legal integrity. Garland's expertise extended to organized crime, terrorism, and
white-collar crime, demonstrating his versatility and depth of knowledge in complex legal matters.

Department of Justice Roles
Garland's tenure at the Department of Justice was marked by progressive responsibilities, including:

Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia.

Chief of the Criminal Division within the U.S. Attorney's Office.

Principal Associate Deputy Attorney General, advising senior DOJ leadership.

Senior official in the Office of the Deputy Attorney General.

These roles provided Garland with extensive experience in managing significant legal operations and
contributing to national security efforts through the enforcement of federal laws.

Federal Judicial Service
Merrick Garland's federal judicial service is a critical component of his background, reflecting his judicial



temperament and legal philosophy. In 1997, President Bill Clinton nominated Garland to serve as a judge
on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, often regarded as the second most
powerful court in the United States. Garland was confirmed by the Senate and served with distinction for
over two decades. His judicial opinions often emphasized restraint, careful statutory interpretation, and
respect for precedent, characteristics that define his approach to the law.

Notable Judicial Contributions
During his tenure on the D.C. Circuit, Garland participated in numerous important decisions involving
administrative law, constitutional issues, and federal regulations. His judicial record includes:

Authoring opinions on complex regulatory and administrative matters.

Contributing to rulings on national security and intelligence-related cases.

Maintaining a reputation for thoroughness and impartiality.

Serving as Chief Judge of the D.C. Circuit from 2013 to 2020.

Garland's judicial experience solidified his reputation as a moderate and pragmatic jurist, respected across
the political spectrum.

Appointment as Attorney General
In 2021, Merrick Garland was nominated by President Joe Biden to serve as the United States Attorney
General, the head of the Department of Justice. This appointment marked a significant milestone in
Garland's career, entrusting him with overseeing federal law enforcement and legal affairs at the national
level. His confirmation by the Senate reflected bipartisan recognition of his qualifications and experience.
As Attorney General, Garland has focused on upholding the rule of law, combating domestic and
international threats, and promoting justice and fairness in the legal system.

Key Priorities and Initiatives
Since assuming office, Merrick Garland has pursued several critical initiatives, including:

Addressing domestic terrorism and violent extremism.

Strengthening civil rights enforcement.



Enhancing efforts against cybercrime and public corruption.

Promoting criminal justice reform and transparency within the DOJ.

His leadership reflects a balance between aggressive enforcement and respect for constitutional protections,
consistent with his longstanding legal philosophy.

Notable Cases and Legal Philosophy
Merrick Garland's background is also defined by his approach to legal interpretation and his involvement in
high-profile cases. Throughout his judicial and prosecutorial career, Garland has emphasized judicial
restraint and a deep respect for precedent, favoring careful, incremental legal development over sweeping
changes. This philosophy has informed his decisions and public service, fostering stability and predictability
in the law.

Influential Cases
Among the many cases associated with Garland's career, several stand out for their impact and complexity:

Cases involving terrorism and national security, where Garland balanced security concerns with civil1.
liberties protections.

Decisions on administrative law, often clarifying the scope of agency authority.2.

Rulings related to voting rights and election law, reflecting his commitment to fair democratic3.
processes.

Prosecutions of organized crime and public corruption during his time as a federal prosecutor.4.

These cases illustrate Garland's comprehensive legal expertise and his dedication to upholding justice
through measured and principled decision-making.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Merrick Garland?
Merrick Garland is the Attorney General of the United States, appointed by President Joe Biden in 2021.



He is a former federal judge known for his moderate judicial philosophy.

What is Merrick Garland's educational background?
Merrick Garland graduated summa cum laude from Harvard College and earned his Juris Doctor degree
from Harvard Law School, where he was an editor of the Harvard Law Review.

What positions did Merrick Garland hold before becoming Attorney
General?
Before becoming Attorney General, Merrick Garland served as a judge on the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, and he was the Chief Judge of that court from 2013 to 2020.

What is notable about Merrick Garland's judicial career?
Merrick Garland is known for his moderate and consensus-building judicial approach, and he was widely
regarded as a centrist on the D.C. Circuit Court. He also gained national attention when nominated to the
Supreme Court in 2016.

What happened during Merrick Garland's 2016 Supreme Court
nomination?
In 2016, President Barack Obama nominated Merrick Garland to the U.S. Supreme Court, but the
Republican-controlled Senate, led by Mitch McConnell, refused to hold hearings or a vote, leaving the seat
vacant until after the presidential election.

What is Merrick Garland's professional background before his judicial
appointments?
Before his judicial career, Merrick Garland worked as a federal prosecutor, including serving as Chief of the
Criminal Division in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia, and also worked in private
practice and as a law clerk for Supreme Court Justices.

Where is Merrick Garland from?
Merrick Garland was born in Chicago, Illinois, and raised in the Chicago area.

Additional Resources
1. Merrick Garland: A Judicial Journey
This book explores the life and career of Merrick Garland, tracing his path from a promising law student to



his role as a federal judge and ultimately the Attorney General of the United States. It delves into his
significant rulings and legal philosophy, highlighting his reputation for moderation and fairness. Readers
gain insight into the challenges and milestones that shaped his judicial approach.

2. The Nomination of Merrick Garland: Politics and the Supreme Court
Focusing on Garland's 2016 Supreme Court nomination, this book provides a detailed account of the political
turmoil surrounding his appointment. It examines the Senate's refusal to hold hearings and the broader
implications for the judiciary and American politics. The narrative offers a comprehensive look at the
intersection of law and partisan strategy.

3. From Judge to Attorney General: Merrick Garland’s Impact on Justice
This work outlines Garland's transition from the bench to the Department of Justice, highlighting his
priorities and initiatives as Attorney General. It reviews his efforts to uphold the rule of law, combat
domestic extremism, and restore trust in federal law enforcement. The book presents an analysis of his
leadership style and policy decisions.

4. The Life and Legacy of Merrick Garland
Offering a biographical perspective, this book covers Garland's early life, education, and professional
achievements. It assesses his influence on the American legal system and his legacy as a public servant
committed to justice and integrity. Personal anecdotes and interviews provide a well-rounded portrait.

5. Judicial Moderation in Turbulent Times: Merrick Garland’s Philosophy
This title examines Garland's judicial philosophy characterized by careful deliberation and centrism. It
discusses how his approach has affected key legal decisions and his reputation among peers and the public.
The book also compares his style with other prominent judges and legal thinkers.

6. Inside the Supreme Court Standoff: The Garland Confirmation Crisis
Detailing the events of 2016-2017, this book narrates the unprecedented Senate blockade of Garland’s
Supreme Court nomination. It analyzes the constitutional and political arguments involved and the long-
term effects on Supreme Court appointments. The author provides context on the evolving dynamics of
judicial confirmations.

7. Merrick Garland and the Fight for Justice Reform
This book highlights Garland’s efforts to address criminal justice reform, civil rights, and law enforcement
accountability. It reviews key policies and legal battles undertaken during his tenure in the Department of
Justice. The narrative emphasizes his commitment to fairness and equality under the law.

8. The Federal Judiciary and Merrick Garland’s Role
Exploring Garland’s extensive career as a federal judge, this book details his major rulings and contributions
to federal jurisprudence. It sheds light on his methods of legal reasoning and case management. The book
also discusses how his judicial service influenced his later work in government.

9. Balancing Law and Politics: The Career of Merrick Garland



This title investigates the delicate balance Garland has maintained between legal principles and political
realities throughout his career. It examines episodes where he navigated contentious issues with a focus on
maintaining judicial independence. Readers gain an understanding of the challenges faced by judges in the
modern political landscape.
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  merrick garland background: The Handy History Answer Book Stephen A. Werner,
2020-09-01 From the Origin of Humans to Today ... All in One Volume! Highlights. Low lights. The
twists and turns of social, political, and cultural history gathered in one fun and fascinating title! The
Handy History Answer Book: From the Stone Age to the Digital Age takes a riveting walk through
the ages, looking at the most important events of the past 5,000 years, including wars, disasters,
pandemics, births, lives, and more. It supplies context to the past with a wealth of information on
invention, philosophy, science, politics, culture, sports, business, law, media, and religion. A concise
guide to all things historical, this feast of facts and compelling stories recounts the revolutionary
ideas, acts, and inventions that changed the world. It surveys significant people, times, and events
worldwide, with a special focus on U.S. history from its beginnings to the present. Fully revised and
updated, this new edition of The Handy History Answer Book answers over 1,600 of the most
frequently asked, most interesting, and unusual history questions, including ... What was the Stone
Age? Why was Julius Caesar murdered? What are the origins of the religion of Islam? Why is the
COVID-19 pandemic so significant? Why is the shamrock the symbol of St. Patrick? What is the
legacy of the Crusades today? What are England’s royal “houses”? Did Marie Antoinette really say,
“Let them eat cake”? When did people first migrate to North America? Who are the Cajuns? What is
the Hubble Space Telescope? What were the first political parties in the United States? Who was
Black Elk? When did chain stores first appear? Were the Nazi’s socialists? How long have hurricanes
been given names? Who was Typhoid Mary? What happened at Pearl Harbor? What was the Bataan
Death March? What is NATO? What is habeas corpus? Who was Emmett Till? Who was Genghis
Khan? What was the triangular trade? Who is called the “Father of the Interstate System”? Who is
Bernie Madoff? Who were the Wobblies? What was the Beat movement? Who is Ralph Nader?? What
is the Occupy movement? What is the strongest earthquake ever measured? What happened on
Apollo 13? What is Gray’s Anatomy? What is origin of Listerine®? What is the problem with
antibiotics today? Who developed the first MRI machine? How does it work? What are the Ivy
League colleges? Who were the Brothers Grimm? Why does the Leaning Tower of Pisa lean? What
was the Motion Picture Production Code? Which entertainers were in the Rat Pack? Who wrote the
first computer program? What is unique about the Trump presidency? If “History doesn't repeat
itself but it often rhymes” (as Mark Twain is reputed to have said) then The Handy History Answer
Book is a lyrical and poetic treat. Clear, concise, and straightforward, this informative primer is a
resource for brushing up on the events, terms, and history-makers many of us remember from school
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but can’t completely recall. Wide-ranging and comprehensive with nearly 250 illustrations, this
information-rich tome also includes a helpful bibliography and an extensive index, adding to its
usefulness. A perfect companion for history buffs of all ages.
  merrick garland background: Dream and Legacy, Volume II Michael L. Clemons, Donathan L.
Brown, William H. L. Dorsey, 2024-08-15 Contributions by Robert Adams Jr., Shenita Brazelton,
Donathan L. Brown, Owen Brown Jr., LaTasha Chaffin, Michael L. Clemons, Daphne Cooper, William
H. L. Dorsey, Bertis D. English, Precious D. Hall, Beverly A. Johnson, Maruice Mangum, Natasha
Altema McNeely, Amardo Rodriguez, Randall Swain, Edward V. Wallace, Ingrid P. Whitaker, and
Mark M. Whitaker Beginning early in his career, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. recognized the moral
and humanitarian need to pursue social justice and equity for marginalized Americans, those for
whom the American dream had proven to be an elusive ideal. In Dream and Legacy, Volume II:
Revisiting King in the Post–Civil Rights Era, contributors sift through the historical record, engaging
one of America’s most consequential, radical historical traditions. Despite robust reform efforts
since the 1930s, a wide range of policy-related challenges plague the lives of African Americans,
other persons of color, women, and the poor in the twenty-first century. This anthology, like the first
from coeditors Michael L. Clemons, Donathan L. Brown, and William H. L. Dorsey, applies the
ideology and activism of Dr. King to its analysis of contemporary sociopolitical issues in the United
States and abroad. The project begins with a foreword that situates the subsequent essays within
the context of contemporary social developments. Grouped into themed sections, the essays cover
such topics as voting rights, public protest, police brutality, poverty and wage discrimination,
healthcare, and more. The epilogue concludes with a discussion of the timeless impact of Dr. King’s
philosophy and activism, as well as the implications of his work for the future of domestic and global
leadership. Dream and Legacy, Volume II identifies a variety of practical lessons that can help
resolve contemporary social problems.
  merrick garland background: Understanding and Teaching Contemporary US History
Since Reagan Kimber Quinney, Amy L. Sayward, 2022-12-20 Introduction: Teaching contemporary
history since Reagan / Amy L. Sayward and Kimber M. Quinney -- Life, liberty, or property: analyzing
American identity through open resources / Monica L. Butler -- Examining African American voter
suppression, from Reagan to Trump / Aaron Treadwell -- Work does not stop with this march on
Washington: LGBTQ+ national mobilizations, 1979-2009 / Josh Cerretti -- Public debate, citizenship
participation, and recent US Supreme Court nominations / Leah Vallely -- The drug war era: from the
crack epidemic to the opioid crisis / Kathryn McLain and Matthew R. Pembleton -- A difficult
balance: national security and democracy from Reagan to Trump / Kimber M. Quinney -- Explaining
Waco: how historians come to different conclusions about what really happened / Andrew Polk -- A
nation at risk? Education debates and policies from Reagan to Trump / Carl P. Watts -- Undermining
the sandbags: How neoliberalism encouraged undocumented migration, from the 1980s to the early
2020s / Benjamin C. Montoya -- Racializing legality in post-1965 immigration debates / Natalie
Mendoza -- Something old, something new, something purple? US military adaptation from the
renewed Cold War to resurrected confrontation / Hal Friedman -- Arctic nation: climate change
changes policy / Jeremy M. McKenzie and Laura Krenicki -- Pushing back: nuclear disarmament and
peace activism during the Cold War and beyond / Lori Clune -- Framing America for the world:
understanding US foreign policy rhetoric: using presidential speeches before the UN General
Assembly / Amy L. Sayward -- Teaching women and US foreign policy: Hillary Rodham Clinton and
women's rights as human rights / Allida Black and Kate English.
  merrick garland background: American Women's History on Film Rosanne Welch, Peg A.
Lamphier, 2022-11-07 By exploring a range of films about American women, this book offers readers
an opportunity to engage in both history and film in a new way, embracing representation, diversity,
and historical context. Throughout film history, stories of women achieving in American history
appear few and far between compared to the many epic tales of male achievement. This book
focuses largely on films written by women and about women who tackled the humanist issues of
their day and mostly won. Films about women are important for all viewers of all genders because



they remind us that the American Experience is not just male and white. This book examines 10
films, featuring diverse depictions of women and women's history, and encourages readers to
discern how and where these films deviate from historical accuracy. Covering films from the 1950s
all the way to the 2010s, this text is invaluable for students and general readers who wish to
interrogate the way women's history appears on the big screen.
  merrick garland background: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2003
  merrick garland background: Make America Central Again Matthew Burdett, 2022-01-05
Make America Central Again: A Common Sense, Third Party Approach To Taking Back Our Country
By: Matthew Burdett For decades, the two party American political system has become outdated!
With the Democratic and Republican parties deteriorating, Matthew Burdett shows us how a strong
3rd party can tackle today's issues. Using his knowledge of history and current events, Burdett uses
examples to show what steps can be taken to achieve a strong alternative to today's failing political
landscape.
  merrick garland background: The Positive Second Amendment Joseph Blocher, Darrell A.H.
Miller, 2018-09-13 Provides the first comprehensive post-Heller account of the Second Amendment
as constitutional law - dispelling many myths along the way.
  merrick garland background: Breaking the Law Alex Marlow, 2025-08-05 Alex Marlow,
editor-in-chief of Breitbart News and two-time New York Times bestselling author of the “must-read”
(Peter Schweizer, #1 New York Times bestselling author) Breaking the News and Breaking Biden,
returns with his third book: an intensely-researched examination into the legal cases against
President Trump that threaten not only the conservative movement, but the concept of “law and
order” itself. Just as the political left uses the corporate media, academia, and the culture to advance
their political agendas, they have found a new core American institution that they now exploit to
expand their power: the legal system. Featuring Alex Marlow’s “prescient” (Tucker Carlson) insight,
Breaking the Law effortlessly demonstrates how the American legal system has been weaponized
against President Donald Trump on purely political grounds. Marlow delves into the history and
origins of “lawfare,” debunks the notion that the “rule of law” was ever sacred to the American
political left, and describes the superstructure—the donors, activists, and entities—that have made
the legal system one of the left’s most potent political weapons. Finally, he makes bold predictions
on where lawfare is heading (yes, they really are coming for you) and offers ways to fight its
expanse…before it’s too late.
  merrick garland background: Kill Switch Adam Jentleson, 2021-01-12 With a new epilogue
on filibuster battles under the Biden administration THE CASE FOR ENDING THE FILIBUSTER A
truly excellent book… blistering and persuasive.” —Ezra Klein, New York Times An insider’s account
of how politicians representing a radical white minority of Americans have used “the world’s
greatest deliberative body” to hijack our democracy. Our democracy is under assault from
homegrown authoritarians, with most observers blaming Donald Trump and the Republican Party
that submitted to him. Yet as Adam Jentleson shows, the problem not only goes back to the
nineteenth century, but is less about the presidency than it is about our nation’s most venerated
institution: the United States Senate. A revelatory history of minority rule in America as expressed
through the Senate filibuster, Kill Switch shows that white conservatives have long relied on the
filibuster—which is not featured in the Constitution, and which, as Jentleson demonstrates, the
Framers would have opposed—to shut down attempts to create a multiracial democracy. Featuring a
new epilogue on filibuster battles under the Biden administration, Kill Switch will remain an
essential warning about the costs of empowering this nation’s right-wing minority. • “Jentleson
understands the inner workings of the institution, down to the most granular details, showing
precisely how arcane procedural rules can be leveraged to dramatic effect.” —Jennifer Szalai, New
York Times • “Careful and thorough and exacting.” —Michael Tomasky, New York Review of Books •
“[An] excellent, surprising new book.” —Benjamin Wallace-Wells, The New Yorker
  merrick garland background: A Citizen’S Perspective Paul Schwartz, 2017-03-14 This book is
a compilation of my columns for the Montgomery County Sentinel during the period leading up to



and including the 2016 election season. These weekly columns for the Sentinel, which began in
February of 2015, comprise the content of this book. The topics are topics that captured the
attention of the members of our society. As such, these columns represent a snapshot of the issues
we have faced and my analysis of them. I have categorized the columns under six themes relating to
societal challenges, such as those that we experienced somewhat recently in Baltimore and
Charleston; needed steps to improve our communities, such as our failing infrastructure; today's
political landscape, including voter identification to fix a nonexistent problem; the impact of
Supreme Court rulings; campaigns and candidate interviews; and the economy, which includes the
ever-shrinking middle class and its relation to the Reagan cure-alltrickle-down economics. More than
anything, these columns are intended to capture the hypocrisy rampant throughout today's society.
As you will see as you read these columns in order from earlier to later, some prognostication was a
bit more accurate than others. Please consider the time frame within which each column was written
as you read them. While the columns cover more than just what has turned out to be a presidential
election like no other before it, it is the 2016 election that is the main focus of this book. However, it
was always my intention in writing these columns to capture the many challenges we face as a
society, provide you with my own personal perspective on those challenges, and motivate the reader
to consider widening his or her own perspectives on the various issues reflected in the columns. I
will leave it to the reader to determine if I succeeded.
  merrick garland background: Donald Trump, Tiger Woods, Bernie Madoff, and Dick Cheney:
the Anatomy of Evil John Doe PhD, 2019-02-28 On September 5th, 2018, the New York Times
published an anonymous editorial: “Many Trump appointees have vowed to do what we can to
preserve our democratic institutions while thwarting Mr. Trump’s more misguided impulses until he
is out of office..... The root of the problem is the president’s amorality.” Trump’s behavior is
dangerously unpredictable. He is the epitome of the Anomic Personality, whose major trait is
unlimited striving. He shares in the symptom clusters of The Dark Tetrad: Aggressive Narcissism,
Machiavellianism, Psychopathy and Sadism. His behavior and his own quotes convince us of the
dangers of his continuance in office. Like other oligarchs, he seeks sex, money and power. Faced
with charges by the Mueller and five other investigations, he lashed out by creating an “emergency,”
a 35-day government shutdown. How Trump won, and why his base voted for him is explained in
terms of U.S. history, national character, social-class differences in child rearing, inequality, and
blind attachment (which may be in our DNA due to early Cro-Magnon parental hypervigilance for
fear of predators). The United Nations IPCC Report tells us that we have only twelve more years in
which to reverse global warming. After that time it will be irreversible! Can we let a president who
doesn’t believe in climate change use up another six years, or one half, of our “chance of survival”
time?
  merrick garland background: Untamed Fury Matt Kreutz, 2023-11-15 About the Book
Convinced it's a trap to lure him into the open, Jake can't resist Callie. With his jaded worldview and
dark sense of humor, he rushes back to the States. They've been trying to kill him for over fifteen
years, and as long as those who want Jake dead still breathe, his friends Curt, Cash and Callie are in
grave danger. A firsthand witness to the Oklahoma City Bombing Coverup, some in the Deep State's
shadow government are on a mission to bury Jake and what he knows by any means necessary. It's
the same reason they executed Jake's old schoolmate Timmy McVeigh faster than the speed of truth
- dead men don't talk. These brutal government assassins seek to destroy Jake's reputation and then
take his life. Collateral damage is inconsequential. With Jake in the ground, they're expecting to
finally retire with a full-government pension, a mission-completion bonus and the status of heroes.
But first, they'll need to get Jake Charm. It did not suddenly become easy. ''An excellent delivery of
suspense, shock and thrill. A book you can't put down- Peter Vazquez, the president of the Frederick
Douglass Foundation of New York. About the Author Matt Kreutz is an independent money manager
and retirement planner, who also helps folks with their life insurance and Medicare insurance needs.
He's a husband, father and grandfather, a farmer, a hunter, a BBQ-pit master, a woodworking
craftsman and an all-around America-loving patriot.



  merrick garland background: Dead Center Joe Manchin, 2025-09-16 An instant New York
Times and USA Today bestseller! A memoir--and a manifesto—like no other, by a true maverick in
American politics With a foreword by Nick Saban Dead Center: It is where Senator Joe Manchin III
has stood his entire life. For him, it’s where the real solutions lie, if we are ever going to tame the
anger, bitterness, intolerance, and tribalism that have infected our political system. Through 43
years in politics, and 15 years in the Senate, Joe Manchin has stayed close to his roots, basing his
principles in when, where, and how he was raised. Treat people with respect. Find dignity in work.
Put people first and country before party. Be fiscally responsible and socially compassionate. Only
vote for what you understand and can explain to your constituents. That’s it. Dead Center is more
than Senator Manchin’s declaration of independence from the extremes on both sides. In this
revealing and entertaining memoir, Senator Manchin combines eyebrow-raising, never-before-told
stories from inside the Senate and the White House with insights into how government does—or
doesn’t—work. A memoir by one of America’s most recognized leaders, Dead Center offers a path
forward from our polarized political gridlock to governance based on what our American founders
practiced: Common Sense.
  merrick garland background: The Scheme Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, Jennifer Mueller,
2023-10-10 “A damning investigation of dark money by a senior member of the Senate Judiciary
Committee” (Kirkus Reviews) with a new preface on recent disclosures about efforts to influence the
Court “There’s no senator I can think of who’s done more sleuthing to figure out the money trail in
American politics, particularly as it affects the courts.”—Jane Mayer, author of the national
bestseller Dark Money As the story of Supreme Court malfeasance and ethics violations repeatedly
makes front-page news, the paperback version of The Scheme comes at a time of crisis for the
American judiciary. Following his book Captured on corporate capture of regulatory and government
agencies, and his years of experience as a prosecutor, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, whom Senator
Elizabeth Warren calls a “a powerful voice in defending our American democracy against the
relentless, pervasive—and often hidden—power of corporate special interests,” here turns his
attention to the right-wing scheme to capture the United States Supreme Court. Whitehouse
chronicles a hidden-money campaign using an armada of front groups, helped by the infamous
Citizens United Supreme Court decision, employing the Federalist Society as an appointments
turnstile, and with the same small handful of right-wing billionaires and corporations enticing the
Senate to break rules, norms, and precedents to confirm wildly inappropriate nominees who would
advance their anti-government agenda. Now available in an affordable paperback edition with a new
preface addressing the Reverend Schenck disclosures about politicking the justices and Justice
Thomas’s recently disclosed conflicts of interest, The Scheme offers what Kirkus Reviews calls “a
maddening indictment of a corrupt and corrupted judiciary.”
  merrick garland background: Edexcel A-level Politics Student Guide 4: Government and
Politics of the USA Sarra Jenkins, Andrew Colclough, 2018-01-15 Exam board: Edexcel Level:
A-level Subject: Politics First teaching: September 2017 First exams: Summer 2018 (AS) Summer
2019 (A-Level) Written by experienced teachers Andrew Colclough and Sarra Jenkins this Student
Guide for Politics: -Identifies the key content you need to know with a concise summary of topics
examined in the A-level specifications -Enables you to measure your understanding with exam tips
and knowledge check questions, with answers at the end of the guide -Helps you to improve your
exam technique with sample answers to exam-style questions -Develops your independent learning
skills with content you can use for further study and research
  merrick garland background: Supreme Democracy Richard Davis, 2017-06-06 In the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Supreme Court nominations were driven by presidents,
senators, and some legal community elites. Many nominations were quick processes with little
Senate deliberation, minimal publicity and almost no public involvement. Today, however,
confirmation takes 81 days on average-Justice Antonin Scalia's former seat has already taken much
longer to fill-and it is typically a media spectacle. How did the Supreme Court nomination process
become so public and so nakedly political? What forces led to the current high-stakes status of the



process? How could we implement reforms to improve the process? In Supreme Democracy: The
End of Elitism in the Supreme Court Nominations, Richard Davis, an eminent scholar of American
politics and the courts, traces the history of nominations from the early republic to the present. He
examines the component parts of the nomination process one by one: the presidential nomination
stage, the confirmation management process, the role of the Senate Judiciary Committee, and the
increasing involvement over time of interest groups, the news media, and public opinion. The most
dramatic development, however, has been the democratization of politics. Davis delves into the
constitutional underpinnings of the nomination process and its traditional form before describing a
more democratic process that has emerged in the past half century. He details the struggle over
image-making between supporters and opponents intended to influence the news media and public
opinion. Most importantly, he provides a thorough examination of whether or not increasing
democracy always produces better governance, and a better Court. Not only an authoritative
analysis of the Supreme Court nomination process from the founding era to the present, Supreme
Democracy will be an essential guide to all of the protracted nomination battles yet to come.
  merrick garland background: 2016: the Campaign Chronicles JD Foster, 2017-01-19 How did
Donald Trump, a man with zero direct political experience and no particular affiliation to either
political party go in the span of a two-year campaign from preposterous aspirant to President-elect
of the United States? It will likely take years, if not decades, before a confident consensus develops,
but formulating an answer begins with chronicling the key events in the campaign, in the country,
and sometimes in the wider world as they happened. This book is an attempt to provide such a
chronicle, by no means the last word but perhaps a useful and entertaining first word toward
answering the question, What the heck?
  merrick garland background: The Politics of the Presidency John Anthony Maltese,
Andrew Rudalevige, Joseph A. Pika, 2024-02-06 The Politics of the Presidency thoroughly analyzes
the change and continuity in Biden′s first two and a half years in office and looks forward to the
competitive setting for the 2024 presidential race.
  merrick garland background: Confirmation Hearing on the Nominations of Jay B. Stephens to
be Associate Attorney General and Benigno G. Reyna to be Director of the U.S. Marshals Service
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 2002
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