
most brutal wars in history

most brutal wars in history have shaped the course of human civilization through unparalleled
violence, destruction, and loss of life. These conflicts, spanning different continents and eras, reveal
the devastating impact of warfare on societies, economies, and cultures. From ancient battles to
modern global conflicts, the scale and intensity of these wars highlight the extreme conditions
endured by combatants and civilians alike. Understanding the most brutal wars in history provides
insight into the causes of large-scale violence and the lessons learned to prevent future catastrophes.
This article explores some of the deadliest and most savage wars, examining their origins, major
events, and consequences. Below is a comprehensive overview of the most brutal wars in history and
their enduring legacies.

The Thirty Years' War (1618–1648)

The Napoleonic Wars (1803–1815)

The Taiping Rebellion (1850–1864)

The World Wars: World War I and World War II

The Korean War (1950–1953)

The Vietnam War (1955–1975)

The Syria Civil War (2011–present)

The Thirty Years' War (1618–1648)
The Thirty Years' War stands as one of the most brutal wars in history, primarily fought in Central
Europe between 1618 and 1648. Originating as a religious conflict between Protestant and Catholic
states within the fragmented Holy Roman Empire, it escalated into a broader political struggle
involving major European powers. The war devastated much of Germany, resulting in widespread
famine, disease, and significant civilian casualties.

Causes and Major Players
The conflict began with tensions over religious freedoms and political authority, involving the
Habsburg monarchy, Protestant princes, and foreign powers such as Sweden and France. The
complex alliances and shifting battle lines contributed to the war's prolonged duration and brutality.



Impact and Casualties
The Thirty Years' War led to the deaths of an estimated 4 to 8 million people, many of whom were
civilians affected by starvation, disease, and military violence. The devastation reshaped the political
map of Europe and resulted in the Peace of Westphalia, which established new principles of state
sovereignty.

The Napoleonic Wars (1803–1815)
The Napoleonic Wars, fought between 1803 and 1815, were a series of conflicts involving Napoleon
Bonaparte's French Empire against various European coalitions. These wars were characterized by
large-scale battles, innovative military tactics, and immense casualties, marking a significant chapter
in the history of warfare.

Scope and Battles
The wars spanned much of Europe, with notable battles including Austerlitz, Borodino, and Waterloo.
The conflicts resulted in widespread destruction and altered the political landscape of the continent,
influencing nationalism and military strategy.

Human Cost and Consequences
Casualty estimates suggest that the Napoleonic Wars caused between 3.5 to 6 million deaths. The
wars disrupted economies and societies, but also paved the way for modern nation-states and legal
reforms across Europe.

The Taiping Rebellion (1850–1864)
One of the deadliest civil wars in history, the Taiping Rebellion took place in China from 1850 to 1864.
This massive uprising against the Qing dynasty was led by Hong Xiuquan, who claimed to be the
brother of Jesus Christ. The rebellion sought radical social and religious reforms but resulted in
unprecedented bloodshed.

Origins and Objectives
The Taiping movement combined Christian millenarian ideas with anti-Manchu sentiment, attracting
millions of followers among the impoverished population. Its goal was to overthrow the Qing dynasty
and establish a "Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace."

Scale of Devastation
The rebellion caused an estimated 20 to 30 million deaths, making it one of the deadliest conflicts in
recorded history. The war devastated large regions of China, causing famine, displacement, and



economic collapse.

The World Wars: World War I and World War II
World War I and World War II are arguably the most infamous and brutal wars in modern history,
involving global powers and resulting in unprecedented loss of life and destruction. These wars
reshaped international relations, military technology, and the geopolitical landscape of the 20th
century.

World War I (1914–1918)
Triggered by the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, World War I involved extensive trench
warfare, new weaponry, and massive casualties. The conflict resulted in approximately 16 million
deaths and left many more wounded or displaced.

World War II (1939–1945)
World War II was even more devastating, with total fatalities estimated between 70 to 85 million
people. The war included the Holocaust, atomic bombings, and numerous battles across Europe, Asia,
and Africa, highlighting the extreme brutality of 20th-century warfare.

Key Factors Contributing to Brutality

Industrial-scale warfare and mechanized weapons

Genocide and war crimes

Widespread civilian targeting and bombings

Global scale and involvement of multiple continents

The Korean War (1950–1953)
The Korean War, fought between 1950 and 1953, was a brutal conflict on the Korean Peninsula
involving North Korea, supported by China and the Soviet Union, against South Korea and United
Nations forces led by the United States. The war resulted in immense casualties and a stalemate that
persists in political tension today.



Origins and Military Campaigns
The war began with North Korea's invasion of South Korea, leading to intense battles such as the
Battle of Inchon and the Chinese intervention. The fighting was marked by harsh conditions and
significant destruction of infrastructure.

Human and Political Costs
Approximately 2.5 million people died, including a large number of civilians. The war ended in an
armistice rather than a peace treaty, leaving the Korean Peninsula divided and heavily militarized.

The Vietnam War (1955–1975)
The Vietnam War was a prolonged and brutal conflict involving North Vietnamese communist forces
and their allies, against South Vietnam and the United States. The war was marked by guerrilla
warfare, heavy bombing campaigns, and significant civilian casualties.

Conflict Dynamics and Strategies
The war featured complex political and military strategies, including the use of the Ho Chi Minh trail
by the North and extensive chemical warfare by the US. It became a symbol of Cold War tensions and
ideological struggle.

Casualties and Aftermath
The Vietnam War caused an estimated 2 to 3 million deaths. Its brutality and impact on both
Vietnamese society and American public opinion deeply influenced subsequent US foreign policy and
military engagement.

The Syria Civil War (2011–present)
The ongoing Syrian Civil War is one of the most brutal and complex conflicts of the 21st century.
Beginning in 2011 as part of the Arab Spring protests, the war has evolved into a multifaceted
struggle involving the Syrian government, opposition groups, extremist factions, and international
actors.

Origins and Factions
The conflict started as peaceful protests against the Assad regime but escalated into a full-scale civil
war. Various factions, including ISIS and Kurdish forces, have played significant roles in the fighting.



Humanitarian Crisis and Global Impact
The war has caused over 500,000 deaths and displaced millions, creating one of the worst
humanitarian crises in recent history. The brutality includes chemical attacks, sieges, and widespread
destruction of urban centers.

Key Factors in the Brutality of the Syrian Conflict

Use of chemical weapons and barrel bombs

Sieges causing famine and civilian suffering

Involvement of multiple foreign powers

Extensive urban warfare and destruction

Frequently Asked Questions

What are considered some of the most brutal wars in history?
Some of the most brutal wars in history include World War I, World War II, the Napoleonic Wars, the
Taiping Rebellion, and the Mongol Conquests, all known for high casualties and widespread
devastation.

Why is World War II often labeled the most brutal war in
history?
World War II is often labeled the most brutal war due to its unprecedented scale of combat, the
Holocaust, atomic bombings, massive civilian casualties, and global impact, resulting in an estimated
70-85 million deaths.

How did the Taiping Rebellion rank among the deadliest wars?
The Taiping Rebellion (1850-1864) in China is one of the deadliest conflicts, with estimated deaths
ranging from 20 to 30 million, caused by intense fighting, famine, and disease.

What factors contribute to a war being considered 'brutal'?
Factors include high death tolls, widespread destruction, civilian casualties, use of extreme violence
or atrocities, prolonged duration, and severe psychological and social impacts on populations.



How did the Mongol Conquests impact the regions they
invaded in terms of brutality?
The Mongol Conquests were marked by extreme brutality, including mass killings, destruction of
cities, and displacement of populations, leading to millions of deaths and significant cultural and
demographic changes across Asia and Europe.

Additional Resources
1. “The Guns of August” by Barbara W. Tuchman
This Pulitzer Prize-winning book provides a detailed account of the outbreak of World War I. Tuchman
masterfully describes the political tensions, military strategies, and human errors that led to the
devastating conflict. The narrative captures the brutal nature of the war’s early battles and the
profound impact on global history.

2. “Stalingrad: The Fateful Siege: 1942-1943” by Antony Beevor
Antony Beevor’s gripping account of the Battle of Stalingrad reveals one of the most brutal and
pivotal confrontations of World War II. Through vivid storytelling and firsthand testimonies, the book
explores the relentless urban warfare, harsh winter conditions, and immense human suffering
endured by soldiers and civilians alike.

3. “The Civil War: A Narrative” by Shelby Foote
This comprehensive three-volume series delves into the American Civil War, highlighting the fierce
battles and complex social issues that defined the era. Foote’s narrative brings to life the brutality of
war, the political struggles, and the personal stories of those involved on both sides of the conflict.

4. “Vietnam: A History” by Stanley Karnow
Karnow’s authoritative history of the Vietnam War provides a balanced and detailed examination of
one of the 20th century’s most contentious and brutal conflicts. The book covers the war’s origins,
major battles, and the profound effects on both Vietnam and the United States, emphasizing the
human cost and political turmoil.

5. “The Battle of Gettysburg” by Edwin B. Coddington
This classic military history focuses on the Battle of Gettysburg, the bloodiest battle of the American
Civil War. Coddington offers a meticulous analysis of troop movements and leadership decisions,
illustrating the intense combat and high casualties that marked this turning point in the war.

6. “A World at Arms: A Global History of World War II” by Gerhard L. Weinberg
Weinberg’s expansive work covers the global scale of World War II, detailing the military campaigns,
political dynamics, and atrocities that characterized the conflict. The book highlights the war’s
brutality and the widespread impact on nations and civilians around the world.

7. “The First World War” by John Keegan
John Keegan’s concise yet powerful account of World War I explores the strategic decisions and the
horrific realities of trench warfare. The book sheds light on the unprecedented scale of violence and
the devastating human toll that marked the Great War.

8. “Inferno: The World at War, 1939-1945” by Max Hastings
Max Hastings presents a comprehensive history of World War II that emphasizes the brutal



experiences of soldiers and civilians. Using firsthand accounts, Hastings captures the horror,
resilience, and complexity of a war that reshaped the modern world.

9. “The Korean War: A History” by Bruce Cumings
This book offers a detailed and nuanced history of the Korean War, often called the “Forgotten War.”
Cumings examines the ideological conflict, brutal combat, and the war’s lasting consequences on the
Korean Peninsula and international relations, highlighting the immense suffering endured during the
fighting.
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  most brutal wars in history: Most Dangerous Wars in World History Yknip Ahsi,
2025-02-01 Most Dangerous Wars in World History explores the deadliest and most consequential
wars that have shaped human civilization. Covering conflicts from ancient battles to modern wars, it
examines military strategies, technological advancements, and their political, social, and economic
repercussions. Without glorifying war, the book provides an objective analysis of warfare’s impact on
history, emphasizing the importance of learning from the past to strive for a more peaceful future.
  most brutal wars in history: Stories of the Most Dangerous Wars in Human History
Hseham Amrahs, 2024-01-07 One of the key themes of this book is the evolution of warfare. As
technology advanced, so did the nature of warfare. From swords and shields to tanks and fighter
jets, each era has seen significant advancements in weapons and military technology. The book
explores how these advancements changed the way wars were fought and how they impacted the
outcome of battles. Another important theme is the political and social ramifications of war. Many
wars have had far-reaching consequences that have affected the course of history long after the
battles were fought. The book examines how wars have shaped societies and economies, and how
they have influenced international relations and diplomacy. It is worth noting that the book does not
glorify war, nor does it seek to justify or excuse acts of violence. Instead, it aims to provide an
objective and informative account of the most dangerous wars in history. By examining the causes
and consequences of these conflicts, we can gain a better understanding of the human condition and
how we interact with one another.
  most brutal wars in history: Fatal Colours: Towton 1461-England's Most Brutal Battle George
Goodwin, 2012-03-29 A Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts chronicles the ferocious and brutal Battle
of Towton in 1461, long considered the longest and bloodiest battle on English soil, and describes
the surrounding events of 15th-century British history.
  most brutal wars in history: War: A History of Stupidity and Lies Pasquale De Marco, In the
annals of human history, war stands as a grotesque monument to our collective folly. A relentless
cycle of violence, it has claimed countless lives, shattered countless dreams, and left an
immeasurable trail of destruction in its wake. Its causes are as varied as they are insidious: greed,
power, fear, and the intoxicating allure of glory. Its consequences are uniformly tragic: shattered
lives, broken families, and a world forever scarred by the wounds of conflict. This book delves into
the dark history of war, from its earliest origins to its present manifestations. It examines the factors
that drive nations to war, the strategies and tactics they employ, and the devastating impact that
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war has on individuals, societies, and the environment. It also considers the alternatives to war, and
the ways in which we can build a more just and peaceful world. War is not inevitable. It is a choice.
A choice that we, as human beings, have the power to make. We can choose to resolve our
differences peacefully, through dialogue and compromise. We can choose to build bridges between
cultures, rather than walls. We can choose to invest in education and development, rather than
weapons and armies. This book is a call to action. It is a call to reject the siren song of war and to
embrace the transformative power of peace. It is a call to build a world where justice, equality, and
compassion prevail. The choice is ours. Will we continue to perpetuate the cycle of violence that has
plagued humanity for millennia? Or will we finally break free from the shackles of war and create a
world where peace reigns supreme? The decision rests with us. If you like this book, write a review!
  most brutal wars in history: Radicals, Revolutionaries, and Society R. G. Williams,
2025-04-17 This book is a study of radicals, revolutionaries, and society. Specifically, it tries to look
at the historical, social, and political struggles of radicals in modern politics – since the emergence
of modern politics after the French Revolution of 1789. While the book is a political study, the main
focus is that of a socialist study – as a Socialist argument for the vital political role of radicals and
revolutionaries in creating modern society. The main focus of the book is on how radicals and
revolutionaries usually change modern society for the better – through their struggle for democracy,
freedom, and socialism.
  most brutal wars in history: The War to End All Wars: A Comprehensive History of World War
I Kevin Hunt, 2024-02-26 Echoes of Valor: The Great War A Comprehensive History of World War I
transports you to a tumultuous era when the world stood on the precipice of cataclysm. From the
trenches of the Western Front to the desolate expanses of the Eastern Front, witness the clash of
empires, the resilience of soldiers, and the indomitable human spirit. The War To End All Wars
delves beyond battles and treaties. It reveals the resilience of the human spirit, the bonds forged in
adversity, and the seeds of a changed world. As the guns fell silent in 1918, the echoes of valor
reverberated through generations. Immerse yourself in the crucible of history. Hear the echoes that
shaped our present. Are you ready to take a step back in time?
  most brutal wars in history: Seven Myths of Military History John D. Hosler, Alfred J. Andrea,
Andrew Holt, 2022-03-01 “This brief, provocative, and accessible book offers snapshots of seven
pernicious myths in military history that have been perpetrated on unsuspecting students, readers,
moviegoers, game players, and politicians. It promotes awareness of how myths are created by 'the
spurious misuse and ignorance of history' and how misleading ideas about a military problem, as in
asymmetric warfare, can lead to misguided solutions. “Both scholarly and engaging, this book is an
ideal addition to military history and historical methodology courses. In fact, it could be fruitfully
used in any course that teaches critical thinking skills, including courses outside the discipline of
history. Military history has a broad appeal to students, and there’s something here for everyone.
From the so-called 'Western Way of War' to its sister-myth, technological determinism, to the
‘academic party game’ of once-faddish ‘Military Revolutions,’ the book shows that while myths about
history may be fun, myth busting is the most fun of all.” —Reina Pennington, Norwich University
  most brutal wars in history: The Ultimate Guide to the Top 100 History Books Navneet
Singh, Introduction History is more than just a record of the past—it is a window into human
civilization, progress, conflict, and cultural evolution. The best history books provide insightful
narratives, well-researched facts, and perspectives that shape our understanding of the world. This
guide highlights 100 must-read history books, offering summaries, author insights, and why each
book is influential. Whether you’re interested in ancient civilizations, wars, revolutions, biographies,
or historical analysis, this book will help you explore some of the most essential reads in history.
  most brutal wars in history: ,
  most brutal wars in history: The Canadian Experience of the Great War Brian Douglas
Tennyson, 2013-05-01 Although the United States did not enter the First World War until April 1917,
Canada enlisted the moment Great Britain engaged in the conflict in August 1914. The Canadian
contribution was great, as more than 600,000 men and women served in the war effort—400,000 of



them overseas—out of a population of 8 million. More than 150,000 were wounded and nearly
67,000 gave their lives. The war was a pivotal turning point in the history of the modern world, and
its mindless slaughter shattered a generation and destroyed seemingly secure values. The literature
that the First World War generated, and continues to generate so many years later, is enormous and
addresses a multitude of cultural and social matters in the history of Canada and the war itself.
Although many scholars have brilliantly analyzed the literature of the war, little has been done to
catalog the writings of ordinary participants: men and women who served in the war and wrote
about it but are not included among well-known poets, novelists, and memoirists. Indeed, we don’t
even know how many titles these people published, nor do we know how many more titles were
added later by relatives who considered the recollections or collected letters worthy of publication.
Brian Douglas Tennyson’s The Canadian Experience of the Great War: A Guide to Memoirs is the
first attempt to identify all of the published accounts of First World War experiences by Canadian
veterans.
  most brutal wars in history: History, Memory and War Steven Trout, 2006-12-01 A
collection of essays that seeks to undo Willa Cather's longstanding reputation as a writer who
remained aloof from the cultural issues of the day.
  most brutal wars in history: How Societies Change Daniel Chirot, 2011-05-27 How have
societies changed over the past 5,000 years? Welcome to the brief, manageable macro-sociology text
that takes your students on a journey to answer this question. This book, the only brief and
affordable macro-sociology text available for undergraduates, describes how societies have changed
over the past five thousand years. The discussion focuses on the idea that industrial societies,
despite their great success, have created a new set of recurring and unsolved problems which will
serve as a major impetus for further social change. This book explores development through
historical narrative and examines the globalization/development paradox through in-depth case
studies.
  most brutal wars in history: The Historians' History of the World Henry Smith Williams, 1926
  most brutal wars in history: The Historians' History of the World: These eventful years
(part II) Henry Smith Williams, 1926
  most brutal wars in history: The Routledge Handbook of the History of Race and the
American Military Geoffrey Jensen, 2016-04-20 The Routledge Handbook of the History of Race
and the American Military provides an important overview of the main themes surrounding race in
the American military establishment from the French and Indian War to the present day. By broadly
incorporating the latest research on race and ethnicity into the field of military history, the book
explores the major advances that have taken place in the past few decades at the intersection of
these two fields. The discussion goes beyond the study of battles and generals to look at the other
peoples who were involved in American military campaigns and analyzes how African Americans,
Native Americans, Asian Americans, and Chicanos helped shape the course of American
History—both at home and on the battlefield. The book also includes coverage of American imperial
ambitions and the national response to encountering other peoples in their own countries. The
Routledge Handbook of the History of Race in the American Military defines how the history of race
and ethnicity impacts military history, over time and comparatively, while encouraging scholarship
on specific groups, periods, and places. This important collection presents a comprehensive survey
of the current state of the field.
  most brutal wars in history: Delaware History: The 1st Regiment, Unveiled Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-07-26 **Delaware History: The 1st Regiment, Unveiled** is the definitive history of the
1st Regiment Delaware Volunteers, a storied military unit with a rich history dating back to the Civil
War. Formed in 1861, the regiment served with distinction throughout the war, fighting in some of
the most iconic battles of the conflict, including Gettysburg, Antietam, and Fredericksburg. After the
war, the regiment was reorganized and continued to serve the state of Delaware, playing a role in
the Indian Wars, the Spanish-American War, and both World Wars. Today, the 1st Regiment is still
active, serving as a ceremonial unit and a source of pride for the people of Delaware. This book tells



the story of the 1st Regiment Delaware Volunteers, from its formation in 1861 to its present-day
role. It examines the regiment's major battles, its notable members, and its impact on the state of
Delaware. It also discusses the regiment's uniforms, equipment, and battle honors. **Delaware
History: The 1st Regiment, Unveiled** is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of the
American military, the history of Delaware, or the history of the Civil War. It is a story of courage,
sacrifice, and patriotism, and it is a story that deserves to be told. **In this book, you will learn
about:** * The regiment's formation and early days * The regiment's role in the Civil War * The
regiment's post-war service * The regiment's service in the 20th century * The regiment's current
mission and organization * The regiment's impact on Delaware * The regiment's notable members *
The regiment's uniforms and equipment * The regiment's battle honors * The regiment's memorials
and monuments **Delaware History: The 1st Regiment, Unveiled** is the definitive history of the 1st
Regiment Delaware Volunteers. It is a story of courage, sacrifice, and patriotism, and it is a story
that deserves to be told. If you like this book, write a review!
  most brutal wars in history: The Chronicles of the Past Century: A Timeline of Human History
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-19 Journey through the annals of the 20th century in this captivating
chronicle of human history. From the dawn of a new era to the dawn of a new millennium, this book
takes you on an immersive voyage through a century of change, upheaval, and transformation.
Witness the Roaring Twenties, a time of economic prosperity and cultural revolution, followed by the
devastating Great Depression that shook the world to its core. Delve into the horrors of World War
II, a global conflict that left an indelible scar on humanity, and the subsequent Cold War standoff
between East and West. Explore the tumultuous 1960s, a decade marked by the Civil Rights
Movement, the Vietnam War, and the counterculture revolution. Discover the technological
advancements of the digital revolution, which transformed the way we live, work, and communicate.
Revisit the fall of the Berlin Wall, a symbolic moment in the collapse of communism, and the rise of
China as a global superpower. Reflect on the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century,
including the War on Terror, the Great Recession, and the ongoing fight against climate change.
Through the eyes of those who lived through these tumultuous times, this book offers a deeper
understanding of the human experience, the struggles and triumphs that have shaped our collective
history. Learn from the mistakes of the past and draw inspiration from the courage and resilience of
those who came before us. This book is a tribute to the human spirit, a testament to our capacity for
both great evil and great good. It is a chronicle of the past century, a legacy that we must learn from
and build upon as we navigate the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century. If you like this
book, write a review!
  most brutal wars in history: Handbook on the History and Culture of the Black Sea
Region Ninja Bumann, Kerstin S. Jobst, Stefan Rohdewald, Stefan Troebst, 2024-12-30 Following
the annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in spring 2014 – 160 years after the Crimean
War – and the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the Black Sea region has again
become the focus of world history. In this handbook, international scholars from various historical
and cultural disciplines provide deep historical insights into the structures of conflict, cooperation,
and interrelations between the Balkans, the Middle East, the Caucasus, and Eastern Europe in the
space referred to as the Black Sea world. The trans-maritime communication and intra-regional
circulations, spanning from Antiquity to the present day via, Byzantium, the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth, the Crimean Khanate, the Venetian, Safavid, Ottoman, and Romanov empires, two
World Wars, and the Cold War, highlight the autonomy of this historical region in the larger
transcontinental setting – designated in various times and varying languages as the Pontus Euxinus,
the Mare Maggiore, the Kara Deniz, the Chernoe More, or the Black Sea. This voluminous edition
sheds real light upon the history of the Black Sea region from antiquity until the end of the 20th
century. Not only does this first-rate book provide a host of excellent historical essays across time, it
also devotes considerable attention to important questions regarding how the Black Sea region is
conceptualized and theorized. A very useful contribution. (James H. Meyer, Montana State
University) In the wake of several research projects, monographs and journals, this is the first



groundbreaking handbook on the cohesive history of the Black Sea as a historical meso-region. It
gathers 39 excellent contributions that provide the conceptual apparatus, survey the history of the
region from a Greek to Byzantine to Ottoman lake, to conflicting rivalries, to its recent
transformation from a quasi-Soviet to a quasi-NATO lake, examine the ideas that underpin the
various national, ethnic and religious identities, research the different mobilities through migration,
transport, infrastructure, and take stock of its turbulent history through conflicts and war.” (Maria
Todorova, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) Mostly the work of scholars from Central
Europe and the Black Sea region, this massive volume focuses on the relationship between historical
research and memory, in particular the difficulty of certain groups living in the region when
confronted with empires and nation states, whose centers may be quite distant from the Black Sea.
Attentive readers may thus view the present handbook not merely as a work of reference on history,
memory and movement, but also as a testimony to the historical perspectives developed by a
significant number of Central European and Black Sea scholars during the first quarter of the
twenty-first century. (Suraiya Faroqhi, Ibn Haldun University, Istanbul)
  most brutal wars in history: A History of Mediaeval and Modern Europe for Secondary
Schools William Stearns Davis, Norman Shaw McKendrick, 1914
  most brutal wars in history: A History of Military Morals Brian Smith, 2022-04-25 The
history of noncombatant immunity is well established. What is less understood is how militaries have
rationalized violating this immunity. This book traces the development of how militaries have
rationalized the killing of the innocent from the thirteenth century onward. In the process, this
historiography shows how we have arrived at the ascendant convention that assumes militaries
should not intentionally kill the innocent. Furthermore, it shows how moral arguments about the
permissibility of killing the innocent are largely adaptations to material changes in how wars are
fought, whether through technological innovations or changes in institutional structures.
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