metaphysical dictionary of the bible

metaphysical dictionary of the bible serves as a unique tool for exploring
the spiritual and symbolic meanings behind biblical words and concepts.
Unlike traditional dictionaries, this specialized lexicon delves into the
deeper, often hidden spiritual insights that biblical terms convey, revealing
layers of metaphysical significance. By interpreting biblical language
through a metaphysical lens, readers gain enhanced understanding of
scriptural teachings, enabling a richer connection with the sacred texts.
This article provides a comprehensive guide to the metaphysical dictionary of
the bible, explaining its purpose, key principles, and common terms with
their spiritual interpretations. It also explores how this approach aids in
personal spiritual growth and biblical study. The following sections will
outline the fundamental aspects of metaphysical biblical interpretation, key
metaphysical terms, and practical applications for readers and scholars
alike.

e Understanding the Metaphysical Dictionary of the Bible

e Key Principles of Metaphysical Biblical Interpretation

e Common Metaphysical Terms and Their Biblical Meanings

e Applications of the Metaphysical Dictionary in Spiritual Study

e Resources and Tools for Deeper Exploration

Understanding the Metaphysical Dictionary of
the Bible

The metaphysical dictionary of the bible is a specialized reference that
interprets biblical words and phrases beyond their literal meanings. This
type of dictionary focuses on symbolic, allegorical, and spiritual
interpretations that reveal inner truths and universal laws. It is grounded
in the belief that the Bible contains encoded metaphysical wisdom accessible
through deeper study. Such a dictionary often accompanies metaphysical or New
Thought spiritual traditions but can be valuable to anyone seeking a more
profound understanding of scripture.

The Purpose of a Metaphysical Dictionary

The primary purpose is to unlock the spiritual lessons embedded in biblical
language. Words in the Bible often represent states of consciousness,



spiritual principles, or universal energies rather than just historical

events or physical objects. The metaphysical dictionary aids readers in

decoding these layers to apply biblical wisdom in everyday life. It also
supports meditation, prayer, and inner transformation by clarifying the

symbolic meaning behind scripture.

Differences from Traditional Biblical Dictionaries

Traditional biblical dictionaries focus primarily on historical context,
linguistic origins, and cultural background. In contrast, a metaphysical
dictionary emphasizes the inner, spiritual significance of terms. While both
are valuable, the metaphysical dictionary prioritizes the hidden, esoteric
meanings that point to universal spiritual truths. For example, “light” in a
metaphysical dictionary often symbolizes divine wisdom or consciousness,
rather than just physical illumination.

Key Principles of Metaphysical Biblical
Interpretation

Metaphysical interpretation of the Bible relies on several foundational
principles that guide the understanding of scriptural language as symbolic
and spiritually instructive.

Symbolism and Correspondence

One key principle is that everything in the Bible corresponds to a spiritual
truth or psychological state. Material descriptions are symbolic
representations of higher realities. For instance, “water” may symbolize
purification or the flow of divine life force. Recognizing these
correspondences helps unlock the layers of meaning within biblical passages.

Unity of Spirit and Matter

This principle posits that spiritual realities manifest through physical
forms. Biblical stories and imagery reflect inner spiritual dynamics.
Understanding this unity allows metaphysical readers to see beyond the
surface narrative and grasp the spiritual lessons about the soul’s journey
and relationship with the divine.

Mind as the Creative Agent

Metaphysical teachings often emphasize the power of thought and
consciousness. In this context, biblical words related to mind,
understanding, and belief are interpreted as keys to unlocking personal



spiritual power and transformation. The metaphysical dictionary helps
identify these concepts within scripture.

Common Metaphysical Terms and Their Biblical
Meanings

A metaphysical dictionary of the bible includes many key terms that are
frequently used symbolically to convey spiritual principles.

Light

Light is commonly interpreted as divine wisdom, consciousness, or truth.
Biblical references to light often signify enlightenment and the presence of
God within the individual’s mind and spirit.

Water

Water symbolizes cleansing, renewal, and the flow of spiritual life. It
represents the subconscious mind and emotional purification in metaphysical
interpretations.

Fire

Fire denotes transformation, divine energy, and purification. It symbolizes
passion, zeal, and the burning away of impurities to reveal spiritual
essence.

Spirit
Spirit refers to the divine essence within all beings, the life force, or

universal consciousness. It is the core of true identity beyond the physical
form.

Tree

The tree often represents growth, life, and spiritual development. It
signifies the interconnectedness of life and the unfolding of divine purpose.

e Light: Divine wisdom and consciousness

e Water: Purification and emotional flow



e Fire: Transformation and spiritual energy
e Spirit: Universal life force and essence

e Tree: Growth and spiritual evolution

Applications of the Metaphysical Dictionary in
Spiritual Study

The metaphysical dictionary of the bible is a valuable resource for various
spiritual practices and studies. It enhances comprehension, meditation, and
personal growth by revealing deeper meanings within scripture.

Enhancing Biblical Study

Using a metaphysical dictionary allows students of the Bible to move beyond
literal interpretations and explore the spiritual significance of passages.
This approach deepens understanding and reveals timeless truths applicable to
modern life.

Facilitating Meditation and Contemplation

Metaphysical meanings provide rich material for meditation. Reflecting on
symbolic terms such as “light” or “spirit” can foster inner awakening and
connection to divine consciousness.

Supporting Personal Transformation

By applying metaphysical insights from the dictionary, individuals can
identify spiritual lessons relevant to their own lives. This leads to greater
self-awareness, healing, and alignment with spiritual principles.

Resources and Tools for Deeper Exploration

Several tools and resources complement the metaphysical dictionary of the
bible for those seeking extensive study and application.

Metaphysical Bible Commentaries

Commentaries that interpret scripture through metaphysical and spiritual
perspectives provide additional explanations and context for biblical terms



and passages.

Spiritual Glossaries and Lexicons

Expanded glossaries include metaphysical definitions for a wide range of
scriptural words, enhancing the dictionary’s usability and depth.

Workshops and Study Groups

Participating in groups focused on metaphysical biblical study offers
dialogue, insight, and shared learning opportunities.

Recommended Reading List

1. Metaphysical interpretations of biblical texts by established spiritual
authors

2. Books on symbolism and spiritual psychology related to scripture

3. Guides to meditation using biblical themes and language

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Metaphysical Dictionary of the Bible'?

The 'Metaphysical Dictionary of the Bible' is a reference work that explores
the spiritual and symbolic meanings of words and phrases found in the Bible,
often used in metaphysical and New Thought teachings.

Who authored the 'Metaphysical Dictionary of the
Bible'?

The dictionary was originally compiled by Charles Fillmore, co-founder of the
Unity Church, who interpreted biblical terms from a metaphysical perspective.

How does the 'Metaphysical Dictionary of the Bible'
differ from a traditional Bible dictionary?

Unlike traditional Bible dictionaries that focus on historical and linguistic
explanations, the metaphysical dictionary emphasizes the inner, spiritual,
and symbolic meanings of biblical terms.



Why is the 'Metaphysical Dictionary of the Bible'
important for spiritual study?

It provides insights into the deeper, often hidden spiritual truths behind
biblical words, helping readers apply biblical teachings to personal growth
and healing.

Can the 'Metaphysical Dictionary of the Bible' be
used for daily meditation or prayer?

Yes, many practitioners use it as a tool to deepen their meditation, prayer,
and understanding of scripture by focusing on the metaphysical meanings of
words.

Is the 'Metaphysical Dictionary of the Bible'
relevant to all Christian denominations?

While it is especially popular within New Thought, Unity, and metaphysical
Christian circles, its spiritual interpretations can offer meaningful
insights to individuals from various Christian backgrounds.

Where can I access or purchase the 'Metaphysical
Dictionary of the Bible'?

The dictionary is available in book form through Unity bookstores, online
retailers like Amazon, and some digital formats for e-readers and websites
specializing in metaphysical literature.

Additional Resources

1. The Metaphysical Bible Dictionary

This comprehensive guide explores the spiritual and symbolic meanings behind
the words, names, and places found in the Bible. It delves into the deeper
metaphysical interpretations that reveal hidden truths and lessons within
scripture. Ideal for those seeking a more profound understanding of biblical
texts beyond their literal meanings.

2. Spiritual Significance of Biblical Symbols

This book uncovers the mystical symbolism present throughout the Bible,
offering insights into how these symbols relate to personal spiritual growth.
It provides a detailed analysis of common biblical motifs and their
metaphysical implications. Readers will gain a richer perspective on the
interplay between scripture and spiritual consciousness.

3. Keys to the Kingdom: Unlocking Biblical Metaphysics
Focusing on the esoteric aspects of the Bible, this work reveals how ancient
texts encode metaphysical principles that apply to modern life. The author



interprets scripture through the lens of spiritual laws and universal truths.
This book serves as a guide to unlocking the hidden wisdom within biblical
narratives.

4. Divine Language: A Metaphysical Interpretation of Biblical Names

Names in the Bible often carry profound spiritual meanings; this book
examines those meanings to uncover the energetic and metaphysical
significance behind them. It connects biblical names to universal archetypes
and spiritual lessons. A valuable resource for students of scripture and
metaphysics alike.

5. The Inner Bible: Exploring the Metaphysical Teachings of Scripture

This text invites readers to look beyond the surface to discover the inner
spiritual teachings embedded in biblical stories and commandments. It
emphasizes personal transformation through understanding the metaphysical
principles illustrated in scripture. The book encourages a meditative and
contemplative approach to Bible study.

6. Metaphysical Insights into Biblical Prophecy

This book interprets biblical prophecies from a metaphysical perspective,
revealing their symbolic meanings and relevance to spiritual evolution. It
explores how prophetic visions relate to inner awakening and universal
cycles. Readers interested in prophecy as a tool for personal and collective
growth will find this work enlightening.

7. The Sacred Code: Numerology and Metaphysics in the Bible

Exploring the role of numbers and numerology in biblical texts, this book
reveals how numerical patterns convey hidden metaphysical messages. It
explains the spiritual significance of key numbers and sequences found in
scripture. The book offers a unique approach to decoding the spiritual
language of the Bible.

8. Healing Scriptures: Metaphysical Applications of the Bible

This work focuses on the Bible’s teachings related to healing, both physical
and spiritual, from a metaphysical standpoint. It discusses affirmations,
prayers, and meditations derived from scripture that promote well-being.
Readers seeking to integrate spiritual healing with biblical wisdom will find
practical tools here.

9. Light on the Path: Metaphysical Lessons from the Bible

Offering a collection of metaphysical interpretations of biblical passages,
this book serves as a spiritual guide for those on the path of awakening. It
highlights lessons on consciousness, divine connection, and inner light. The
text encourages readers to apply these insights in their daily spiritual
practice.
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metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary Charles Fillmore,
2013-07-17 A notable product of the 19th-century New Thought revolution, Charles Fillmore's Unity
movement combined esoteric and metaphysical principles with traditional Christian elements. This
key to Fillmore's original form of religious expression, a core text of the Unity movement, interprets
the hidden meanings of the Bible's myriad names, places, and events.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary , 1931

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary Unity School of
Christianity, 1942

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: The Revealing Word: A Dictionary of Metaphysical
Terms Charles Fillmore, 2019-12-18 The Revealing Word offers to you the metaphysical meanings
and uses of words and phrases that frequently appear in New Thought publications, and many that
appear in the Bible. In addition to words that have religious significance, hundreds of words that are
in everyday use appear in this book. Thus, the reader is given inner meanings that he or she can
apply to daily living. All things in life are expressed in words. Equipped with the inner meanings of
words, a person can control all the issues of his or her life, from the insignificant to the great.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary R. C. Douglass, 2013-10
This is a new release of the original 1931 edition.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary (the Revealing
Word) Charles Fillmore, 2016-10-29 A abate--To lessen; to moderate. In making a demonstration,
when we reach the point where the mind changes from the negative to the positive state the
troubled thoughts begin to abate. A certain set of negative ideas has run its course, and the
restorative thought forces are in evidence. Abba--A word of endearment signifying father. It is only
as we come to know our sonship, our true relation to God, that we enter into the consciousness of
love and tender affiliation with Spirit, signified by the word Abba. (see Mark 14:36) abdicate--To let
go; to relinquish; to renounce. The ability to abdicate is twofold in action: it eliminates the error, and
it expands the good. When the ego consciously lets go and willingly gives up its personal ideas and
loves, it has fulfilled the law of denial and is restored to the Father's house. abide--To continue in a
fixed thought of God, the All-Good; to dwell in the Christ consciousness. If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you (John 15:7).

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: The Revealing Word Charles Fillmore, 2022-11-13 In
The Revealing Word, Charles Fillmore presents a comprehensive exploration of metaphysical
terminology within the framework of Unity philosophy. Employing a clear and engaging style,
Fillmore systematically defines and elucidates over 350 spiritual terms, illustrating their significance
in understanding human consciousness and divine potential. The book serves as both a reference
guide and a spiritual lexicon, framed within the context of early 20th-century New Thought
movement, an era marked by a burgeoning interest in personal empowerment and the application of
spirituality in everyday life. Charles Fillmore, co-founder of the Unity Church, built his theological
insights on his personal experiences and profound spiritual awakenings. His journey from a
struggling businessman to a transformative spiritual leader profoundly influenced his writings,
enabling him to distill complex metaphysical concepts into accessible language. Fillmore's vision was
characterized by a strong sense of inclusivity and a belief in the transformative power of the mind,
which he articulated through his teachings and writings. Readers seeking deeper understanding of
spiritual principles and their practical applications will find The Revealing Word to be an invaluable
resource. Fillmore's insights foster self-discovery and empower individuals to engage with their
spiritual journey, making this book essential for anyone intrigued by metaphysical thought and the
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dynamics of personal transformation.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: The History and Philosophy of the Metaphysical
Movements in America ]. Stillson Judah, 1967

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: New Thought, Ancient Wisdom Glenn Mosley,
2006-04 In this book, Glenn R. Mosley chronicles the history of the movement, including
biographical sketches and the philosophies of pioneers and influential leaders linked to the
movement's development and growth. These include Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, the founders of
Unity; Ernest Holmes, founder of the Science of Mind; Mary Baker Eddy, founder of the Church of
Christ Science; Ralph Waldo Trine, philosopher, mystic, teacher, and early mentor of New Thought;
Joel Goldsmith, founder of The Infinite Way, among others.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Deliverance and Spiritual Warfare Manual John
Eckhardt, 2014 Identifies specific demons, spirits, strongholds, and other elements of darkness, and
offers biblical teachings and strategies for defeating them and achieving self-deliverance.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: The Prosperity Secret of the Ages Catherine Ponder,
2016-06-17 You Can Have Everything! You can have everything if you know the power that is within
you and then dare to use it! You have always used this power in some degree-often for failure. Now
you can begin deliberately to release it for success; that is, for experiencing greater results of
health, happiness and prosperity in your world. Your success power is released through your mental
attitudes and your emotional reactions toward life. What you think, that you become. Think straight
and life becomes straight for you. It's as simple as that. Along with using success attitudes for your
own increased health, wealth and happiness, it is good to know that your success attitudes can and
do help others. The specific success attitudes used by all these people and many more will be shared
with you in the pages of this book. Get Your Copy Now.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Spiritual Interpretation of Scripture Joel S. Goldsmith,
In this profound spiritual classic, Joel S. Goldsmith invites readers to look beyond the surface level of
the Bible to uncover the eternal wisdom hidden within. With deep insight and clarity, Goldsmith
illuminates the inner meaning of sacred stories and symbols, revealing how they point to timeless
spiritual truths. As he masterfully interprets key scriptural passages, Goldsmith shows how the Bible
is not merely a record of historical events, but a living testament to the ever-present reality of God
and our own true nature as expressions of the Divine. Through this eye-opening book, readers will
gain a new appreciation for the Bible as a transformative spiritual guide. Goldsmith's unique
perspective on Scripture will inspire readers to approach the Bible with fresh eyes, uncovering the
profound insights waiting to be discovered in this ancient and sacred text. Whether you are a
longtime spiritual seeker or new to the path, Spiritual Interpretation of Scripture offers a doorway to
a deeper understanding of both the Bible and your own true Self.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Aware In A World Asleep Jim Young, 2010-10-12 If
you want to activate the fullness of spiritual being in everyday life, this is the source for you!

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Secrets of the Light Flora Paul, 2001-08 Secrets of the
Light: > Provides the Bible student with fresh insight into the many levels of truth encoded in the
Bible. > Provides the Biblical scholar with an abundance of references on Bible interpretation. >
Provides everyone with an understanding of how “light” has been used in the Bible as a metaphor to
pass wisdom down through generations who have often not understood its deeper meaning. In
Secrets of the Light, author Flora E. Paul first relates how her own evolution of religious
understanding brought greater personal peace and fulfillment. She then explores the meaning she
has discovered hidden in plain sight within the symbolism used by the Bible. She explains how the
same profound truths are being provided to us through many different sources. Secrets of the Light
also provides an introduction to Theosophy, an ancient blending of science and religion that gained
wide attention early this century as the controversial Madame Blavatsky promoted it around the
world. As one of few books examining Theosophy that is not published by the Theosophical Society,
it speaks truthfully about differing biblical interpretations within the movement and how they
compare with both modern scientific fact and mainstream Christian teachings.



metaphysical dictionary of the bible: 7 Sexes & the Origin of Man Sri Sunkara Sankacharya,
2023-04-12 Sri Sanyassian Sunkara Sankacharya Amazing, shocking, overwhelming, fascinating,
intriguing. Concepts which have eluded clear expression for thousands of years. Where did the race
originate? Why are we here? Does Human personality survive the Death of the Body? Where will we
be after Death? What is the purpose of the life experience? What to believe? Who has the Truth?
Where is the evidence? “What is the Correct Philosophy”? 7 Sexes is not for the timid, or the easily
offended. It is not the intent to give offence, however the contents are outside of one’s Educational
experience, beyond Orthodox, Institutional Teachings. The Biblical Saviour taught, “Seek the Truth”,
Mahatma Ghandi taught, “Hang on to Truth”, Sri Sunkara, Spiritual Philosopher of the age delivers,
“Herein the Truth to set you Free.” The controversial author of “VEDANTA - Bhagavad- Gita 2000”
and “ASK - Were you there?” asked “The Tree of Knowledge, How did ‘It’ start?” The Spirit in the
Tree responded: “Out of Africa” they say. Nay! Nay, Nay, Tree does sway. Long afore, before any
Country, world or Galaxy were; Far Beyond the Physical you will find Humanity’s Self-starter.
Science, State & Religion, Restrict belief, leading to Disaster; Empowering, Feeding Confusion’s
Charter.” Today’s Belief Systems offer several choices, none of which withstand the scrutiny of time.
The youth are offered a God a Supreme Male Being, Darwin’s theory of Evolution from an Ape, a
Science of Big Bang from a Black Hole or an end to physical Life leading to Nothingness. Madame
Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, internationally acclaimed Medium/Theosopher wrote 1,550 pages in a
Doctrine, representing over 632,000 words. The dreaded word, SEX, appears three times. If
mankind is not a race immersed in sexuality, then what is it? Knowledge of the complexities of the
Spiritual Rounds, Rings, Chains and Sub races will not make the AIDS virus go away, nor solve the
personal problems of the potential Suicide, nor bring you who read these words enlightenment or
happiness. Sri Sunkara provides indisputable Evidence to support the Spiritual Reality of Existence;
an intelligent fact based cosmic sense alternative to the Status Quo. Now Revealed to the outer
world; the Hidden history of the ancient race of human Species. Be Free; armed with Perennial
Wisdom, loaded with Truth, an exciting path for man’s exploration & discovery. Sunkara has no side
agenda, no mortal ally, holds no specific group in awe, not affiliated with anyone, no vested interests
to please; Spirit speaks directly to issues which affect us all; truthfully, candidly, where none have
dared to tread. Please visit the Movement for Peaceful Social Change, Higher Spiritualism.
http://www.hispirit.org.au. Mission & Purpose Spiritual Mission, “Freedom From Religion” to share
the knowledge hidden from humanity.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Sagacity Rev.Emily Kadi DD, 2007-02-20 This
anthology of the wisdom teachings of the sages is designed to be used as a reference, or self help, or
in classes or groups. It helps people to become aware of the possibilities of personal Soul growth, to
grow into living authentically as who and what one really is. The book is offered as a course of study.
Ancient wisdoms teach us that when we know our own soul, and live in integrity with it, then we are
happy, healthy, holy harmonious people who can and do fulfill the purpose of our birth. Current
wisdom teachings from current day Sages is included. The course is designed to accommodate the
focus of study on one concept per day, for one year. Each wisdom teaching is offered as a starting
point for the possibility of perceiving the human life experience from a different perspective. It is
one way of applying the ancient teachings to contemporary life. It is up to each individual to explore
and experience each concept to determine the value of it to Self. Each wisdom work, and/or author,
is introduced by a short essay on the work. There are daily guides, monthly summaries, author
summaries, and a bibliography to gain more information on concepts of particular significance to the
individual.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Unity, 1919

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Inside the Light Ellen Wallace Douglas, 2017-11-02
But choose the spirit, and all Heaven bends to touch your eyes and bless your holy sight, that you
may see the world of flesh no more except to heal and comfort and to bless. ACIM T 31: VI: 1:8

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: Brave Soul Cherie Bell, 2011-01-13 Cherie Bell writes
with humor and grace about her teenage years as a Pentecostal Christian in the late 1970s. At first



happy her chaotic family life would be tamed by church membership, the spunky adolescent with a
mind of her own finds her parents' choice too strict. In time she befriends the new church family and
joins the faith at age 15 after profound experiences in water baptism and the Holy Ghost. As she
grows into an independent young woman in the 1980s, always curious about world religious
philosophies, she begins a personal exploration of the soul and finds spirituality outside of religion.
Each segment of her memoir is set off by old-time gospel hymns and contemporary Christian song
titles as Ms. Bell writes as one who knows the Pentecostal experience firsthand yet does not argue
her views today. Indeed she concludes everyone's relationship with God is a personal endeavor. Her
engaging story leaves readers thinking about religious fundamentalism and its impact on the world
today. A former award-winning journalist and columnist, Ms. Bell is a singer, songwriter, and music
teacher in Dallas, where she lives with her husband.

metaphysical dictionary of the bible: How a "Truth Student" Came to Know the Truth
Taylor Bassett, 2021-07-02 Here's the most important question you'll ever answer: Of the sum total
of your Christian knowledge, what percentage of it is owing to what somebody told you the Bible
said, and what percentage is owing to what you've personally read in context for yourself? Your
answer to that question will determine how susceptible you are to being deceived by cults, false
teachings, and false religions, leading to a false worldview and eventually eternal damnation. I know.
I was lost and blind, and I believed I knew the truth. But for the grace of God, all that I was taught
and believed would have destroyed me. Here's the story of how I practiced the deadly deception of
the New Age yet was mercifully rescued from damnation by God himself unto forgiveness, salvation,
and eternal life.
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there is a metaphysical reality - a summum bonum or true good - that provides a foundation for
ethics, which would be at odds with naturalism's overall

What exactly is metaphysical possibility? - Philosophy Stack Metaphysical possibility is
defined in an analogous manner: Definition 5. (Metaphysical possibility m). Formula ¢ of
propositional modal language is metaphysically

Is solipsism truly unprovable? - Philosophy Stack Exchange In any case, metaphysical
solipsism is easier to counteract. Metaphysical solipsism is the thesis that only "I" exist (sole ipso)
and everything is either my creation, or is

metaphysics - What is the criteria for a metaphysical truths Metaphysical truths are usually
truths that predicate the "true being", if one believes in such a thing. So to Plato existence of the
ideal realm is a metaphysical truth, and to Aristotle

What are some real-life applications of metaphysics? Metaphysics seems to be a field that is
almost purely abstract. However, I am also interested in knowing how metaphysics has impacted the
real world, if at all

a subject of metaphysics? - Philosophy Stack Exchange The entry metaphysics from SEP
(Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy) also deals with space and time, see chapter 3.2. [ am not
convinced that metaphysics does contribute

Is metaphysics necessarily a 'first philosophy'? In some epistemologies, metaphysical ontology
HAS to be a first philosophy before a study is undertaken. In others -- ontology is derived AFTER a
field is studied

Please explain to a beginner: what is metaphysics? Heidegger once delivered a famous lecture
called "What Is Metaphysics." After he finished and a baffled silence a student raised his hand. "But
Professor Heidegger," he asked,
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