
metaphysical dictionary

metaphysical dictionary serves as an essential resource for understanding the complex and
abstract concepts found within metaphysics, a branch of philosophy concerned with the nature of
reality, existence, and the fundamental structure of the universe. This specialized dictionary
provides clear definitions and explanations of terms that often appear obscure or esoteric in
metaphysical discussions. It is designed to assist students, scholars, and enthusiasts in navigating
the intricate vocabulary associated with metaphysical studies. By offering precise meanings and
contextual insights, a metaphysical dictionary helps bridge the gap between philosophical theory
and practical comprehension. This article explores the significance of such a dictionary, outlines its
key features, and highlights how it supports deeper engagement with metaphysical texts and ideas.
The following sections will cover the definition and scope of metaphysical dictionaries, their
practical applications, essential terminology included, and tips for selecting a reliable resource.

Understanding the Metaphysical Dictionary

Applications of a Metaphysical Dictionary

Key Terms and Concepts in Metaphysics

Choosing the Right Metaphysical Dictionary

Understanding the Metaphysical Dictionary
A metaphysical dictionary is a specialized lexicon focused on the terminology used in metaphysics
and related philosophical disciplines. Metaphysics explores questions beyond the physical sciences,
such as the nature of being, causality, time, space, and consciousness. Because metaphysical inquiry
often involves abstract and nuanced ideas, the vocabulary can be challenging for readers without a
philosophical background. A metaphysical dictionary demystifies these concepts by offering concise,
authoritative definitions and explanations.

Definition and Purpose
The primary purpose of a metaphysical dictionary is to clarify the meanings of philosophical terms
that are pivotal to metaphysical inquiry. It serves as an academic tool that promotes accuracy and
consistency in the use of metaphysical language. Unlike general dictionaries, it provides context-
specific interpretations that reflect philosophical usage rather than colloquial meanings. This
ensures that learners and researchers grasp the precise implications of terms such as "ontology,"
"epistemology," or "substance."



Scope and Content
Typically, a metaphysical dictionary includes a wide range of entries covering fundamental concepts,
key philosophers, and important theories relevant to metaphysics. These entries often extend beyond
simple definitions to include historical origins, philosophical debates, and examples of application.
This depth allows users to appreciate the evolution of metaphysical ideas and their interconnections
within the broader philosophical framework.

Applications of a Metaphysical Dictionary
The use of a metaphysical dictionary extends across various contexts in academic and intellectual
pursuits. Its role is crucial in enhancing comprehension, supporting research, and enriching
philosophical discourse.

Academic Study and Research
Students of philosophy and related disciplines rely heavily on metaphysical dictionaries to
understand course material and to engage critically with primary texts. Researchers use these
dictionaries as reference points to ensure terminological precision in their writing and arguments.
This helps maintain scholarly rigor and facilitates clearer communication within the academic
community.

Philosophical Writing and Discussion
Writers and speakers on metaphysical topics benefit from the authoritative definitions found in a
metaphysical dictionary. By consulting such a resource, they avoid ambiguity and misinterpretation,
which are common pitfalls given the abstract nature of metaphysical subjects. Consequently,
discussions become more coherent and productive.

Personal Exploration and Intellectual Growth
Individuals interested in metaphysical philosophy for personal growth or intellectual curiosity also
find value in these dictionaries. They allow lay readers to engage meaningfully with philosophical
texts, fostering a deeper understanding of concepts like existence, reality, and consciousness.

Key Terms and Concepts in Metaphysics
A metaphysical dictionary typically covers a broad spectrum of terms, each representing critical
ideas or categories within the field. Understanding these terms is fundamental to mastering
metaphysical discourse.



Core Metaphysical Terms

Ontology: The study of being and existence, focusing on what entities exist and how they can
be categorized.

Epistemology: Although primarily the study of knowledge, it intersects with metaphysics
regarding the nature and scope of reality.

Substance: The underlying entity or essence that exists independently and supports
properties or attributes.

Dualism: The theory that reality consists of two fundamentally different substances, often
mind and matter.

Idealism: The philosophical view that reality is fundamentally mental or immaterial.

Determinism: The doctrine that all events are determined by preceding causes.

Free Will: The concept that individuals have the power to make choices unconstrained by
external forces.

Cosmology: The study of the origin, structure, and dynamics of the universe, often
overlapping with metaphysical inquiries.

Philosophical Figures and Movements
A metaphysical dictionary often includes entries on influential philosophers such as Aristotle,
Immanuel Kant, and René Descartes, whose theories significantly shaped metaphysical thought. It
also covers movements like existentialism, phenomenology, and analytic philosophy, providing
context for the terminology used within these traditions.

Choosing the Right Metaphysical Dictionary
Selecting an appropriate metaphysical dictionary depends on the user's needs, level of expertise,
and specific interests within metaphysics. Several factors should be considered to ensure the
resource is both reliable and useful.

Criteria for Selection
Important factors include:

Authoritativeness: Preference should be given to dictionaries authored or edited by
recognized philosophers or scholars in the field.



Comprehensiveness: The dictionary should cover a wide range of terms, including
contemporary and classical concepts.

Clarity: Definitions must be clear, concise, and accessible without sacrificing philosophical
precision.

Supplementary Information: Inclusion of historical context, philosophical debates, and
cross-references enhances understanding.

Usability: A well-organized format, such as alphabetical entries and indexes, facilitates easy
navigation.

Formats and Accessibility
Metaphysical dictionaries are available in print and digital formats. Digital versions may offer search
functions and hyperlinks for quick reference, while print editions provide a tactile experience valued
by many scholars. Choosing between these depends on personal preference and the intended use
environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a metaphysical dictionary?
A metaphysical dictionary is a reference book that provides definitions and explanations of terms,
concepts, and ideas related to metaphysics, which is the branch of philosophy concerned with the
nature of existence, reality, and the fundamental nature of being.

How is a metaphysical dictionary different from a regular
dictionary?
Unlike a regular dictionary that provides general definitions of words, a metaphysical dictionary
focuses specifically on philosophical and metaphysical terms, offering deeper insights into abstract
concepts such as existence, causality, consciousness, and the nature of reality.

Who can benefit from using a metaphysical dictionary?
Philosophy students, researchers, scholars, and anyone interested in metaphysics and philosophical
inquiry can benefit from using a metaphysical dictionary to better understand complex metaphysical
concepts and terminology.

Are there any famous metaphysical dictionaries available?
Yes, some well-known metaphysical dictionaries include "A Dictionary of Philosophy" by Antony
Flew, "The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy," and specialized works like Joseph Wood's "A



Metaphysical Dictionary." These provide comprehensive coverage of metaphysical terms.

Can a metaphysical dictionary help in understanding
philosophical texts?
Yes, a metaphysical dictionary is a valuable tool when reading philosophical texts because it clarifies
specialized terms and concepts, enabling readers to grasp the meanings and arguments presented
by philosophers more effectively.

Is a metaphysical dictionary useful for beginners in
philosophy?
Absolutely. A metaphysical dictionary can aid beginners by simplifying and explaining complex
metaphysical concepts and terminology, making the subject more accessible and easier to
understand.

How do metaphysical dictionaries handle abstract concepts?
Metaphysical dictionaries typically provide precise definitions, historical context, and sometimes
examples or philosophical perspectives to help readers comprehend abstract and sometimes
ambiguous metaphysical concepts.

Are metaphysical dictionaries available in digital formats?
Yes, many metaphysical dictionaries are available online or as e-books, making them accessible on
various devices and allowing users to quickly search for terms and concepts related to metaphysics.

Can a metaphysical dictionary include terms from other
disciplines?
While primarily focused on metaphysics, such dictionaries may include terms from related
disciplines like epistemology, ontology, theology, and sometimes even physics or psychology, if they
contribute to understanding metaphysical ideas.

Additional Resources
1. The Metaphysical Dictionary: A Guide to Spiritual Concepts and Terms
This comprehensive dictionary explores key terms and concepts used in metaphysical studies,
spirituality, and esoteric traditions. It serves as a valuable reference for students and practitioners
alike, offering clear definitions and historical context. The book bridges the gap between ancient
wisdom and modern understanding, making complex ideas accessible.

2. Encyclopedia of Metaphysical Terms and Symbols
Delving into the rich symbolism and vocabulary of metaphysics, this encyclopedia provides detailed
entries on mystical symbols, philosophical terms, and spiritual practices. It includes illustrations and
cross-references to enhance comprehension. Readers interested in the deeper meanings behind
metaphysical language will find this work indispensable.



3. Metaphysical Dictionary of New Age Beliefs
Focusing on the terminology prevalent in New Age spirituality, this dictionary explains concepts
such as chakras, auras, energy healing, and meditation techniques. It contextualizes these ideas
within both historical and contemporary frameworks. The book is ideal for newcomers seeking to
understand New Age teachings accurately.

4. Dictionary of Metaphysical Philosophy
This text offers succinct definitions of philosophical terms related to metaphysics, including
ontology, epistemology, and cosmology. Each entry includes philosophical insights and references to
major thinkers. It is designed for readers who want to deepen their grasp of metaphysical philosophy
in an organized manner.

5. The A-Z of Metaphysical Concepts
Organized alphabetically, this book covers a wide array of metaphysical ideas, from the nature of
reality to consciousness and spirituality. It provides concise explanations alongside practical
applications and examples. The A-Z format makes it a handy resource for quick consultation.

6. Companion to Metaphysical Terminology and Thought
This companion volume elaborates on key metaphysical terms and the evolution of metaphysical
thought through history. It includes essays and commentary that clarify difficult concepts and link
terminology to philosophical debates. Scholars and serious students will benefit from its in-depth
approach.

7. Metaphysical Dictionary for Mind, Body, and Spirit
This dictionary integrates metaphysical language connected to holistic health, mind-body
connections, and spiritual healing. It explains terms related to energy work, consciousness
expansion, and alternative therapies. The book supports practitioners and learners in understanding
the metaphysical foundations of wellness.

8. Glossary of Metaphysical and Occult Terms
Covering a broad spectrum of metaphysical and occult vocabulary, this glossary includes terms from
astrology, alchemy, mysticism, and ritual magic. Each entry provides historical background and
contemporary usage notes. It is a practical tool for anyone exploring the occult sciences alongside
metaphysics.

9. Dictionary of Eastern Metaphysical Thought
This dictionary focuses on metaphysical concepts originating in Eastern philosophies such as
Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, and Jainism. Definitions are enriched with cultural context and
philosophical interpretations. It offers readers a cross-cultural perspective on metaphysical ideas
and terminology.
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  metaphysical dictionary: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary Charles Fillmore, 2012-12-04 The
Metaphysical Bible Dictionary was Charles Fillmore's crowning achievement. No where else will you
find such thorough and complete compilation of the metaphysical aspects of the bible. More than
700 pages of insights, definitions, and expert analysis of the most important book ever written.
  metaphysical dictionary: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary , 1931
  metaphysical dictionary: The Revealing Word: A Dictionary of Metaphysical Terms Charles
Fillmore, 2019-12-18 The Revealing Word offers to you the metaphysical meanings and uses of
words and phrases that frequently appear in New Thought publications, and many that appear in the
Bible. In addition to words that have religious significance, hundreds of words that are in everyday
use appear in this book. Thus, the reader is given inner meanings that he or she can apply to daily
living. All things in life are expressed in words. Equipped with the inner meanings of words, a person
can control all the issues of his or her life, from the insignificant to the great.
  metaphysical dictionary: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary Unity School of Christianity, 1942
  metaphysical dictionary: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary (the Revealing Word) Charles
Fillmore, 2016-10-29 A abate--To lessen; to moderate. In making a demonstration, when we reach
the point where the mind changes from the negative to the positive state the troubled thoughts
begin to abate. A certain set of negative ideas has run its course, and the restorative thought forces
are in evidence. Abba--A word of endearment signifying father. It is only as we come to know our
sonship, our true relation to God, that we enter into the consciousness of love and tender affiliation
with Spirit, signified by the word Abba. (see Mark 14:36) abdicate--To let go; to relinquish; to
renounce. The ability to abdicate is twofold in action: it eliminates the error, and it expands the
good. When the ego consciously lets go and willingly gives up its personal ideas and loves, it has
fulfilled the law of denial and is restored to the Father's house. abide--To continue in a fixed thought
of God, the All-Good; to dwell in the Christ consciousness. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you (John 15:7).
  metaphysical dictionary: The Revealing Word Charles Fillmore, 2022-11-13 In The
Revealing Word, Charles Fillmore presents a comprehensive exploration of metaphysical
terminology within the framework of Unity philosophy. Employing a clear and engaging style,
Fillmore systematically defines and elucidates over 350 spiritual terms, illustrating their significance
in understanding human consciousness and divine potential. The book serves as both a reference
guide and a spiritual lexicon, framed within the context of early 20th-century New Thought
movement, an era marked by a burgeoning interest in personal empowerment and the application of
spirituality in everyday life. Charles Fillmore, co-founder of the Unity Church, built his theological
insights on his personal experiences and profound spiritual awakenings. His journey from a
struggling businessman to a transformative spiritual leader profoundly influenced his writings,
enabling him to distill complex metaphysical concepts into accessible language. Fillmore's vision was
characterized by a strong sense of inclusivity and a belief in the transformative power of the mind,
which he articulated through his teachings and writings. Readers seeking deeper understanding of
spiritual principles and their practical applications will find The Revealing Word to be an invaluable
resource. Fillmore's insights foster self-discovery and empower individuals to engage with their
spiritual journey, making this book essential for anyone intrigued by metaphysical thought and the
dynamics of personal transformation.
  metaphysical dictionary: Metaphysical Bible Dictionary R. C. Douglass, 2013-10 This is a
new release of the original 1931 edition.
  metaphysical dictionary: Metaphysical Dictionary Sunny Tangas, 2012-10-11 A 2nd Edition
resource book on healing, meditation, channeling, visualization, distant visualization and much
more. Cultural spiritualism. Metaphysical dictionary is an umbrella word for definitions of many
avenues of spiritual belief such as new age, new thought, Eastern beliefs, Asian beliefs, African
beliefs and much more. It is meant to help and enhance one's own beliefs and growth.
  metaphysical dictionary: The Metaphysical Thesaurus and Metaphysical Dictionary
Sarah Flowers, 2013-10 This is a new release of the original 1942 edition.



  metaphysical dictionary: Spiritual Interpretation of Scripture Joel S. Goldsmith, In this
profound spiritual classic, Joel S. Goldsmith invites readers to look beyond the surface level of the
Bible to uncover the eternal wisdom hidden within. With deep insight and clarity, Goldsmith
illuminates the inner meaning of sacred stories and symbols, revealing how they point to timeless
spiritual truths. As he masterfully interprets key scriptural passages, Goldsmith shows how the Bible
is not merely a record of historical events, but a living testament to the ever-present reality of God
and our own true nature as expressions of the Divine. Through this eye-opening book, readers will
gain a new appreciation for the Bible as a transformative spiritual guide. Goldsmith's unique
perspective on Scripture will inspire readers to approach the Bible with fresh eyes, uncovering the
profound insights waiting to be discovered in this ancient and sacred text. Whether you are a
longtime spiritual seeker or new to the path, Spiritual Interpretation of Scripture offers a doorway to
a deeper understanding of both the Bible and your own true Self.
  metaphysical dictionary: The Revealing Word Charles Fillmore, 2025-01-14 The Revealing
Word: A Dictionary of Metaphysical Terms by Charles Fillmore is a comprehensive guide to
understanding metaphysical concepts from a spiritual and New Thought perspective. This work
reflects the teachings of Unity, the spiritual movement co-founded by Charles Fillmore and his wife,
Myrtle Fillmore
  metaphysical dictionary: Deliverance and Spiritual Warfare Manual John Eckhardt,
2014-08-05 Demons want to take your peace, joy, health, and prosperity. Fight back with this
easy-to-use guide. God has established the victory for you over the powers of the enemy. Deliverance
will give you rest, and spiritual warfare will give you the training, strategies, and endurance so that
you can live abundantly under the covenant blessings of God. Bringing much-needed light to expose
the works of darkness, the Deliverance and Spiritual Warfare Manual provides essential information
on spiritual warfare basics and strategies, including: · The names of demons and strongholds and
specific prayers against them · The ministry of deliverance and prayers for self-deliverance · Fasting,
prayer, and intercession for others, and much more! Don't let fear keep you or those you love from
peace and freedom. No matter what issue you are facing, this powerful guide gives you the tools you
need to confront the enemy head-on.
  metaphysical dictionary: Metafrustration Lynette Asmar, 2012-05-06 Metafrustration
specifically deals with the problems you might face when trying to meditate-but just can't seem to
get there. It shows you how to release blockages and impediments that cause frustration with any
meditative system and teaches precise techniques that enable you to enter the alpha state and
beyond quickly and easily. Once you know these secrets, your meditation practice will take on a
more profound meaning as you move into various altered states of consciousness. The more you
practice, the deeper you will go. Being a qualified meditation instructor, healer, and metaphysical
priest, Lyn Asmar has dedicated the last 35 years to those who have sought the teachings of the
Ancient Wisdom. These dynamic, life-changing teachings are now available in a format
understandable to modern humanity and also through a very profound, but practical form of
channeled meditation. Much information about the many aspects of meditation is found on Lyn's
metaphysical website at: http: //www.EsotericCollege.or
  metaphysical dictionary: Metaphysical Thesaurus of Positive and Negative Words and
Chronological History of the Metaphysical Religious Movements from 500 B.C. to Date Sarah
Flowers, 1942
  metaphysical dictionary: Life Beyond Death Reverend Dr. Charles B. Broadway,Ph.D, 2013 Do
we have reasonable and rational hope of life after the event I call death? Knowledge is powerful.
This book is powerful because it presents knowledge, information, insights, discoveries, experiences,
and rational, compelling evidence of life and consciousness after the event I call death. Life Beyond
Death, if read, digested, and experienced with an open mind, will greatly help you to understand
and, most likely, not be afraid of death anymore as you attain a position and level of consciousness
with insights and truths that humans have searched for down through the ages and the search by
numerous civilizations for this information and insights. The book addresses, responds, and answers



the following questions, among many others. 1) What is a near-death experience? 2) What happens
at our death? 3) What are God (Yahweh, Elohim) and Jesus Christ like? 4) How big is God according
to Jesus Christ of the Holy Bible? 5) Are animals/pets in heaven? 6) Are our physically deceased
loved ones in heaven? 7) What is the relationship between life, soul, spirit, breath, essence, and
consciousness, and what do they tell us about death? 8) What are the rational proof and compelling
anecdotal evidence to support life beyond death? There is life after death. I know by experience and
a lot of research. This book will bring you closer to God our Father, Creator, and Supreme Level of
Consciousness. If you have questions or concerns about death and the afterlife, this book is a
must-read. Faith and reason (thinking) go together as they are connected. This book will reduce your
fear of death and make you a happier and more fulfilled person.
  metaphysical dictionary: Heroes, Sages & Madmen A. Roy Horn, 2009-08-12 Heroes, Sages
and Madmen is not a book for everyone, but its potent message is about everyone. It reveals a direct
and honest no nonsense revelation for spiritual aspirants who with courage, heroism, and sincerity
are ready to go beyond the limitations of popular religion, academic philosophy, physical exercise
yoga, and mental meditation. It is a revealing new, fresh, and amazing look into the four major
traditional Paths of Enlightenment. It takes you where very few will go. It takes you into the midst of
the personal attainments, blisses, challenges, pitfalls, and dangers of spiritual practices. And, it
takes you into the consciousness and personal strategies of the far reaching socially popular and
pretentious pop-guru. The seventy-nine short conversations in this book are guaranteed to convey
many key secret spiritual teachings of the past. These secret spiritual teachings are traditionally
known only by true and ripe spiritual Heroes and authentic Sages, Saints, and Yogis. Within these
pages, you can discover what causes the social bondage, personal dissatisfaction, and the failing
habitual struggles for inner Happiness and Peace. In the midst of the enigma and quagmire of
ordinary thinking and analytical minds, the author reveals and restates many ancient esoteric
secrets of spirituality. And, most importantly, the author shows how you can find a way out of your
spiritual, social, and personal dilemmas. In the questions and answers in these conversations, many
universal truths are delineated from major philosophies, religions, and spiritual practices and then
their apparent differences are explored, summed up, and reconciled. The questions and answers in
this book originated from dozens of sincere spiritual aspirants from group sessions, e-mails, personal
notes, formal letters, telephone conversations, and one-on-one sessions since the early 1980s. Each
question and answer is paraphrased by the author. The information, knowledge, and wisdom in this
book have been distilled directly from personal experience from a lifetime of spiritual study and
practices. The questions and answers are direct and sometimes surprising. At other times, the
authors direct answers may challenge the spiritual assumptions of many neophyte and mature
spiritual aspirants. The purpose of each answer was to directly serve the sincere spiritual aspirants
spiritual development and awakening beyond their popular religious, academic philosophical, and
social belief assumptions. In addition, popular misunderstandings surrounding classical spiritual
teachings and their four major traditional Paths of Enlightenment and practice of yoga are
described, evaluated, and discussed in depth. And lastly, the thinking-analytical meditation methods
of popular spiritual movements in the West (European cultures) are considered in contrast to the
contemplative meditations of the great Sages, Saints, and Yogis of the classical East (Non-European
cultures). Unfortunately, the English language does not lend itself to explain and define the
metaphysical principles and concepts of contemplative spirituality. Contemporary English is
predominately a language of definitions, names, forms, and objects as demonstrated in English as
used throughout the material world for business and commerce. Other languages such as Sanskrit,
Pali, Tamil, and Hebrew are spoken and written to understand and verbally communicate both the
dual physical world of objects and the multidimensional transcendental spiritual world beyond social
psychology and formulative physics. For this reason, the author has modified many spelling,
grammar, and syntax rules to emphasize and endeavor to explain contemplative concepts that
cannot be explained by academic English. Therefore, you may discover that many sections may
contain imperfect spelling, grammar, and syntax that are ordinarily absent from professionally



produced books. To assure the authors metaphysical meani
  metaphysical dictionary: New Thought, Ancient Wisdom Glenn Mosley, 2006-04 In this book,
Glenn R. Mosley chronicles the history of the movement, including biographical sketches and the
philosophies of pioneers and influential leaders linked to the movement's development and growth.
These include Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, the founders of Unity; Ernest Holmes, founder of the
Science of Mind; Mary Baker Eddy, founder of the Church of Christ Science; Ralph Waldo Trine,
philosopher, mystic, teacher, and early mentor of New Thought; Joel Goldsmith, founder of The
Infinite Way, among others.
  metaphysical dictionary: Decolonisation of Materialities or Materialisation of
(Re-)Colonisation Nhemachena, Artwell, Kangira, Jairos, 2017-11-28 Contemporary scholarly
discourses about decolonising materialities are taking two noticeable trajectories, the first trajectory
privileges establishing “connections”, “relationships” and “associations” between human beings and
nature. The second trajectory privileges restoration, restitution, reparations for colonial
dispossessions, lootings and disinheritance. While the first trajectory presupposes that colonialism
was merely about “separation”, “alienation”, and “disconnections” between human beings and
nature, the second trajectory stresses the colonialists’ dispossession, disinheritance and privations
of Africans. Drawing on contemporary discourses about materialities in relation to semiotics,
(non-)representationalism, rhetoric, ecocriticism, territorialisation, deterritorialisation and
reterritorialisation, translation, animism, science and technology studies, this book teases out the
intellectually rutted terrain of African materialities. It argues that in a world of increasing
impoverishment, the significance of materialities cannot be overemphasised: more so for the
continent of Africa where impoverishment “materialises” in the midst of resource opulence. The
book is a pacesetter in no holds barred interrogation of African materialities.
  metaphysical dictionary: Unity , 1919
  metaphysical dictionary: A Metaphysics for the Future Robert Allinson, 2024-11-01 This title
was first published in 2001. This work is intended to serve not only as an expression of a new idea of
a philosophy, but as an apologia for philosophy as a legitimate and independent discipline in its own
right. It argues that in the 20th century, truth has not been abandoned, but merely modified. The
text proposes a return to truth and suggests that it is only after apprehending the truths of
consciousness that the philosopher's mirror may become a kaleidoscope through which reality may
be contemplated. First order truth lies in the realm of discovery, and discovery takes place only
within the moment of subjective re-enactment.
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