
mississippi coming of age stories

mississippi coming of age stories capture the unique blend of cultural, historical, and social elements that
shape the journey from childhood to adulthood in the Deep South. These narratives often explore themes of
identity, race, family, and resilience against the backdrop of Mississippi's rich yet complex history. From classic
literature to contemporary works, mississippi coming of age stories provide profound insights into the
struggles and triumphs of youth navigating a world marked by change and tradition. This article delves into
the defining characteristics of these stories, notable examples in literature and film, and the cultural
significance they hold. Additionally, it examines the common themes and narrative styles that make mississippi
coming of age stories distinctive. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how these tales reflect
broader societal issues while remaining deeply personal and evocative.
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Defining Mississippi Coming of Age Stories

Mississippi coming of age stories are narratives that focus on the transition from youth to adulthood within
the specific cultural and historical setting of Mississippi. These stories often highlight the unique challenges
faced by young protagonists as they confront issues such as racial segregation, economic hardship, and
familial expectations. Unlike generic coming of age tales, those set in Mississippi are deeply influenced by the
state's social dynamics, including its legacy of the Civil Rights Movement and the rural Southern lifestyle.

Characteristics of Mississippi Coming of Age Stories

These stories typically feature young protagonists who undergo significant personal growth and self-
discovery. They often portray a strong sense of place, with Mississippi's landscape, dialects, and traditions
playing an integral role in shaping the narrative. The protagonists' journeys frequently involve confronting
societal injustices and negotiating complex family relationships.

Importance of Setting

The setting in Mississippi coming of age stories is not merely a backdrop but a vital component that influences
characters' development. The juxtaposition of Mississippi's natural beauty with its troubled social history
adds depth and tension to these narratives, making the setting almost a character itself.



Notable Literary Works

Several acclaimed novels and short stories exemplify mississippi coming of age stories, offering diverse
perspectives on growing up in the state. These works have contributed significantly to American literature and
continue to resonate with readers worldwide.

“The Sound and the Fury” by William Faulkner

William Faulkner's classic novel explores the decline of a Southern family through multiple perspectives,
including that of Quentin Compson, whose internal struggles symbolize the loss of innocence and the
complexities of coming of age in Mississippi's aristocratic society.

“Where the Line Bleeds” by Jesmyn Ward

Jesmyn Ward's debut novel focuses on twin brothers growing up in rural Mississippi, dealing with poverty,
violence, and the pursuit of a better life. The story poignantly captures the challenges of adolescence in a
community shaped by economic and racial tensions.

Other Influential Works

“A Time to Kill” by John Grisham – exploring justice and morality through a young protagonist's
perspective.

“The Help” by Kathryn Stockett – highlighting the experiences of young women amidst racial divides.

“Salvage the Bones” by Jesmyn Ward – depicting a young girl's resilience in the face of natural and
social disasters.

Common Themes in Mississippi Coming of Age Stories

Themes in mississippi coming of age stories often reflect the broader social and cultural realities of the region.
These recurrent motifs help define the genre and provide insight into the struggles and growth of young
characters.

Race and Identity

Race relations are a central theme, with many stories addressing the impact of segregation, racism, and the
Civil Rights Movement on youth identity formation. Characters often grapple with societal expectations and
personal beliefs in a racially divided environment.



Family and Community

Strong family ties and community connections play a crucial role in shaping protagonists. These narratives
frequently explore intergenerational conflicts, loyalty, and the influence of family heritage on individual
growth.

Resilience and Survival

Mississippi coming of age stories commonly highlight resilience as young characters face adversity, whether
economic hardship, violence, or personal loss. Their journeys often emphasize endurance and hope amidst
challenging circumstances.

Nature and Environment

The Mississippi landscape, including the Delta region and rural settings, is frequently depicted as both nurturing
and harsh. Nature serves as a metaphor for growth, change, and the unpredictability of life.

Representation in Film and Media

Mississippi coming of age stories have also found expression in film, television, and other media, broadening their
reach and impact. These adaptations and original works continue to explore the complexities of growing up in
Mississippi.

Iconic Films

Films such as “Mississippi Burning” and “The Help” depict various aspects of coming of age within the state's
historical context, focusing on racial tensions and personal transformation. These movies often blend regional
authenticity with universal themes of growth and self-awareness.

Television and Documentaries

Documentaries and television series have also contributed to the portrayal of Mississippi youth, offering real-
life perspectives on coming of age against the backdrop of social change and cultural heritage.

Impact of Media Representation

The representation of mississippi coming of age stories in media helps raise awareness about the state's cultural
complexities and challenges. It also provides diverse role models and narratives that resonate with audiences
beyond Mississippi's borders.



Cultural and Historical Context

The cultural and historical backdrop of Mississippi is essential to understanding the depth of its coming of age
stories. The state's past, marked by slavery, segregation, and civil rights struggles, profoundly influences
these narratives.

Historical Influences

Events such as the Jim Crow era and the Civil Rights Movement serve as critical contexts for many mississippi
coming of age stories. These historical moments shape characters' experiences and the social environment in
which they mature.

Southern Traditions and Values

Southern cultural elements, including religious beliefs, social customs, and community values, permeate these
stories. They often highlight the tension between tradition and change faced by young protagonists.

Evolution of Mississippi Coming of Age Narratives

Over time, mississippi coming of age stories have evolved to incorporate contemporary issues such as economic
challenges, globalization, and shifting social norms. This evolution reflects the dynamic nature of Mississippi's
society and its youth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some well-known coming of age stories set in Mississippi?

Some well-known coming of age stories set in Mississippi include "The Help" by Kathryn Stockett, "Where the
Crawdads Sing" by Delia Owens, and "A Time to Kill" by John Grisham, which explore themes of growth,
identity, and social issues.

How does Mississippi's culture influence coming of age stories in the state?

Mississippi's rich cultural heritage, including its history of racial tensions, Southern traditions, and strong
sense of community, deeply influences coming of age stories by shaping characters' experiences and challenges
during their transition to adulthood.

Are there any famous authors from Mississippi known for coming of age
narratives?

Yes, authors like Eudora Welty and Richard Wright, both from Mississippi, have written influential coming of
age stories that address personal growth amid the social and racial complexities of the South.



What themes are commonly explored in Mississippi coming of age stories?

Common themes include racial identity and injustice, family dynamics, personal resilience, the struggle for
independence, and the impact of historical and social change on young protagonists.

How do Mississippi coming of age stories address racial issues?

These stories often depict the realities of segregation, discrimination, and racial conflict, showing how young
characters navigate these challenges while forming their own identities and moral compasses.

Can you recommend a contemporary Mississippi coming of age novel?

"Where the Crawdads Sing" by Delia Owens is a contemporary novel set in Mississippi that blends coming of age
with mystery, highlighting the protagonist's growth in a complex natural and social environment.

What role does the Mississippi landscape play in coming of age stories?

The Mississippi landscape, with its rivers, swamps, and small towns, often serves as a vivid backdrop that
shapes the characters' experiences, symbolizing freedom, isolation, or the passage from childhood to adulthood.

How do Mississippi coming of age stories differ from those set in other
Southern states?

While sharing common Southern themes, Mississippi stories often emphasize the state's unique historical
struggles with racial violence and poverty, providing a distinct context that profoundly impacts the coming
of age journey.

Additional Resources
1. The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd
Set in 1960s Mississippi, this novel follows Lily Owens, a young girl who escapes her troubled home life and
embarks on a journey to uncover the truth about her mother. Through her interactions with a trio of strong
African American women beekeepers, Lily experiences growth, healing, and a deeper understanding of love and race
relations in the South. The story beautifully captures the complexities of coming of age amid social change.

2. Where the Line Bleeds by Jesmyn Ward
This poignant novel centers on twin brothers, Joshua and Christophe, growing up in rural Mississippi. As they
face limited opportunities and economic hardship, their paths begin to diverge, forcing them to confront the
challenges of identity, loyalty, and survival. Ward’s vivid storytelling highlights the struggles and hopes of
youth in the Deep South.

3. The Sound of Gravel by Ruth Wariner
A memoir recounting Ruth’s upbringing in a polygamist Mormon family in rural Mississippi. The narrative explores
her resilience and quest for independence as she navigates a difficult childhood filled with poverty, abuse, and
strict religious doctrine. It is a powerful coming-of-age story about breaking free and finding one’s own voice.

4. Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward
Set in the days leading up to Hurricane Katrina, this novel follows Esch, a teenage girl in rural Mississippi, as
she grapples with her family’s struggles and her own burgeoning womanhood. The harsh natural environment
parallels Esch’s internal turmoil and growth. Ward’s lyrical writing offers a raw and intimate portrayal of
adolescence and survival.

5. Mississippi Trial, 1955 by Chris Crowe
This historical novel tells the story of Hiram Hill, a white teenager who becomes involved in the investigation
of Emmett Till’s murder. Through Hiram’s eyes, readers witness the racial tensions and moral challenges of



1950s Mississippi. The book serves as a coming-of-age tale that confronts issues of justice and conscience.

6. Peace Like a River by Leif Enger
Though not exclusively set in Mississippi, this novel features a young boy named Reuben growing up in the
Midwest with a deep faith and a close-knit family. The story blends adventure and spirituality as Reuben faces
extraordinary circumstances that test his courage and belief. It’s a heartfelt coming-of-age narrative with
themes resonant to Southern readers.

7. The Help by Kathryn Stockett
Set in Jackson, Mississippi, during the early 1960s, this novel follows Skeeter Phelan, a young white woman
who aspires to be a writer. Through her relationships with African American maids, Skeeter confronts societal
norms and racial injustice. The novel explores themes of friendship, courage, and personal growth in a racially
divided South.

8. Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns
This classic coming-of-age story is set in a small Mississippi town in 1906 and narrated by 14-year-old Will
Tweedy. The novel captures a pivotal summer filled with family secrets, love, and change. Will’s observations
and experiences reflect the complexities of growing up in the South during a time of transition.

9. Ruby by Cynthia Bond
While primarily a story of trauma and redemption, this novel also follows the journey of a young African
American girl, Ruby, growing up in East Texas and Mississippi. Ruby’s coming-of-age is marked by hardship and
violence, but also by a fierce determination to survive and heal. Bond’s rich prose delves into the resilience of
the human spirit in the face of adversity.
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  mississippi coming of age stories: Coming of Age in Mississippi Anne Moody, 1992-01-04
The unforgettable memoir of a woman at the front lines of the civil rights movement—a harrowing
account of black life in the rural South and a powerful affirmation of one person’s ability to affect
change. “Anne Moody’s autobiography is an eloquent, moving testimonial to her courage.”—Chicago
Tribune Born to a poor couple who were tenant farmers on a plantation in Mississippi, Anne Moody
lived through some of the most dangerous days of the pre-civil rights era in the South. The week
before she began high school came the news of Emmet Till’s lynching. Before then, she had “known
the fear of hunger, hell, and the Devil. But now there was . . . the fear of being killed just because I
was black.” In that moment was born the passion for freedom and justice that would change her life.
A straight-A student who realized her dream of going to college when she won a basketball
scholarship, she finally dared to join the NAACP in her junior year. Through the NAACP and later
through CORE and SNCC, she experienced firsthand the demonstrations and sit-ins that were the
mainstay of the civil rights movement—and the arrests and jailings, the shotguns, fire hoses, police
dogs, billy clubs, and deadly force that were used to destroy it. A deeply personal story but also a
portrait of a turning point in our nation’s destiny, this autobiography lets us see history in the
making, through the eyes of one of the footsoldiers in the civil rights movement. Praise for Coming
of Age in Mississippi “A history of our time, seen from the bottom up, through the eyes of someone
who decided for herself that things had to be changed . . . a timely reminder that we cannot now
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relax.”—Senator Edward Kennedy, The New York Times Book Review “Something is new here . . .
rural southern black life begins to speak. It hits the page like a natural force, crude and undeniable
and, against all principles of beauty, beautiful.”—The Nation “Engrossing, sensitive, beautiful . . . so
candid, so honest, and so touching, as to make it virtually impossible to put down.”—San Francisco
Sun-Reporter
  mississippi coming of age stories: Coming of Age in Mississippi Anne Moody, 2016-07-20
Written without a trace of sentimentality or apology, this is an unforgettable personal story-the truth
as a remarkable young woman named Anne Moody lived it. To read her book is to know what it is to
have grown up black in Mississippi in the forties an fifties-and to have survived with pride and
courage intact. In this now classic autobiography, she details the sights, smells, and suffering of
growing up in a racist society and candidily reveals the soul of a black girl who had the courage to
challenge it. The result is a touchstone work: an accurate, authoritative portrait of black family life
in the rural South and a moving account of a woman's indomitable heart.
  mississippi coming of age stories: Coming of Age in Mississippi (SparkNotes Literature
Guide) SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Coming of Age in Mississippi (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by
Anne Moody Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students
everywhere, SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what
today's students need to know, SparkNotes provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key
themes, motifs, and symbols a review quiz and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are
perfect for late-night studying and writing papers.
  mississippi coming of age stories: Coming of age in Mississippi : an autobiography Anne
Moody, 1982
  mississippi coming of age stories: Life Stories Maureen O'Connor, 2011-08-23 Memoirs,
autobiographies, and diaries represent the most personal and most intimate of genres, as well as one
of the most abundant and popular. Gain new understanding and better serve your readers with this
detailed genre guide to nearly 700 titles that also includes notes on more than 2,800 read-alike and
other related titles. The popularity of this body of literature has grown in recent years, and it has
also diversified in terms of the types of stories being told—and persons telling them. In the past,
readers' advisors have depended on access by names or Dewey classifications and subjects to help
readers find autobiographies they will enjoy. This guide offers an alternative, organizing the
literature according to popular genres, subgenres, and themes that reflect common reading
interests. Describing titles that range from travel and adventure classics and celebrity
autobiographies to foodie memoirs and environmental reads, Life Stories: A Guide to Reading
Interests in Memoirs, Autobiographies, and Diaries presents a unique overview of the genre that
specifically addresses the needs of readers' advisors and others who work with readers in finding
books.
  mississippi coming of age stories: Southern Selves James Watkins, 2007-12-18 The
memoirist seek to capture not just a self but an entire world, and in this marvelous anthology
thirty-one of the South's finest writers—writers like Kaye Gibbons and Reynolds Price, Eudora Welty
and Harry Crews, Richard Wright and Dorothy Allison—make their intensely personal contributions
to a vibrant collective picture of southern life. In the hands of these superb artists, the South's rich
tradition of storytelling is brilliantly revealed. Whether slave or master, intellectual or redneck, each
voice in this moving and unforgettable collection is proof that southern literature richly deserves its
reputation for irreverent humor, exquisite language, a feeling for place, and an undying, often
heartbreaking sense of the past.
  mississippi coming of age stories: The Mississippi Encyclopedia Ted Ownby, Charles Reagan
Wilson, Ann J. Abadie, Odie Lindsey, James G. Thomas Jr., 2017-05-25 Recipient of the 2018 Special
Achievement Award from the Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters and Recipient of a 2018
Heritage Award for Education from the Mississippi Heritage Trust The perfect book for every
Mississippian who cares about the state, this is a mammoth collaboration in which thirty subject
editors suggested topics, over seven hundred scholars wrote entries, and countless individuals made



suggestions. The volume will appeal to anyone who wants to know more about Mississippi and the
people who call it home. The book will be especially helpful to students, teachers, and scholars
researching, writing about, or otherwise discovering the state, past and present. The volume
contains entries on every county, every governor, and numerous musicians, writers, artists, and
activists. Each entry provides an authoritative but accessible introduction to the topic discussed. The
Mississippi Encyclopedia also features long essays on agriculture, archaeology, the civil rights
movement, the Civil War, drama, education, the environment, ethnicity, fiction, folklife, foodways,
geography, industry and industrial workers, law, medicine, music, myths and representations,
Native Americans, nonfiction, poetry, politics and government, the press, religion, social and
economic history, sports, and visual art. It includes solid, clear information in a single volume,
offering with clarity and scholarship a breadth of topics unavailable anywhere else. This book also
includes many surprises readers can only find by browsing.
  mississippi coming of age stories: The Young Crusaders V. P. Franklin, 2021-02-23 An
authoritative history of the overlooked youth activists that spearheaded the largest protests of the
Civil Rights Movement and set the blueprint for future generations of activists to follow. Some of the
most iconic images of the Civil Rights Movement are those of young people engaged in social
activism, such as children and teenagers in 1963 being attacked by police in Birmingham with dogs
and water hoses. But their contributions have not been well documented or prioritized. The Young
Crusaders is the first book dedicated to telling the story of the hundreds of thousands of children
and teenagers who engaged in sit-ins, school strikes, boycotts, marches, and demonstrations in
which Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and other national civil rights leaders played little or no part. It was
these young activists who joined in the largest civil rights demonstration in US history: the
system-wide school boycott in New York City on February 3, 1964, where over 360,000 elementary
and secondary school students went on strike and thousands attended freedom schools. Later that
month, tens of thousands of children and teenagers participated in the “Freedom Day” boycotts in
Boston and Chicago, also demanding “quality integrated education.” Distinguished historian V. P.
Franklin illustrates how their ingenuity made these and numerous other campaigns across the
country successful in bringing about the end to legalized racial discrimination. It was these
unheralded young people who set the blueprint for today’s youth activists and their campaigns to
address poverty, joblessness, educational inequality, and racialized violence and discrimination.
Understanding the role of children and teenagers transforms how we understand the Civil Rights
Movement and the broader part young people have played in shepherding social and educational
progress, and it serves as a model for the youth-led “reparatory justice” campaigns seen today
mounted by Black Lives Matter, March for Our Lives, and the Sunrise Movement. Highlighting the
voices of the young people themselves, Franklin offers a redefining narrative, complemented by
arresting archival images. The Young Crusaders reveals a radical history that both challenges and
expands our understanding of the Civil Rights Movement.
  mississippi coming of age stories: Encyclopedia of African American Women Writers Yolanda
Williams Page, 2007-01-30 African American women writers published extensively during the
Harlem Renaissance and have been extraordinarily prolific since the 1970s. This book surveys the
world of African American women writers. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on more
than 150 novelists, poets, playwrights, short fiction writers, autobiographers, essayists, and
influential scholars. The Encyclopedia covers established contemporary authors such as Toni
Morrison and Gloria Naylor, along with a range of neglected and emerging figures. Each entry is
written by an expert contributor and provides a brief biography, a discussion of major works, a
survey of the author's critical reception, and primary and secondary bibliographies. Literature
students will value this book for its exploration of African American literature, while social studies
students will appreciate its examination of social issues through literature. African American women
writers have made an enormous contribution to our culture. Many of these authors wrote during the
Harlem Renaissance, a particularly vital time in African American arts and letters, while others have
been especially active since the 1970s, an era in which works by African American women are



adapted into films and are widely read in book clubs. Literature by African American women is
important for its aesthetic qualities, and it also illuminates the social issues which these authors
have confronted. This book conveniently surveys the lives and works of African American women
writers. Included are alphabetically arranged entries on more than 150 African American women
novelists, poets, playwrights, short fiction writers, autobiographers, essayists, and influential
scholars. Some of these figures, such as Toni Morrison and Gloria Naylor, are among the most
popular authors writing today, while others have been largely neglected or are recently emerging.
Each entry provides a biography, a discussion of major works, a survey of the writer's critical
reception, and primary and secondary bibliographies. The Encyclopedia closes with a selected,
general bibliography. Students and general readers will welcome this guide to the rich achievement
of African American women. Literature students will value its exploration of the works of these
writers, while social studies students will appreciate its examination of the social issues these
women confront in their works.
  mississippi coming of age stories: Black America Alton Hornsby Jr., 2011-08-23 This
two-volume encyclopedia presents a state-by-state history of African Americans in the 50 states and
the District of Columbia. African American populations are established in every area of the United
States, including Hawaii and Alaska (more than10 percent of the population of Fairbanks, Alaska, is
African American). Black Americans have played an invaluable role in creating our great nation in
myriad ways, including their physical contributions and labor during the slavery era; intellectually,
spiritually, and politically; in service to our country in military duty; and in areas of popular culture
such as music, art, sports, and entertainment. The chapters extend chronologically from the colonial
period to the present. Each chapter presents a timeline of African American history in the state, a
historical overview, notable African Americans and their pioneering accomplishments, and
state-specific traditions or activities. This state-by-state treatment of information allows readers to
take pride in what happened in their state and in the famous people who came from their state.
  mississippi coming of age stories: Mississippi's Black Cotton John Obee, MacArthur
Cotton, 2025-05-01 The literature of the civil rights movement is replete with stories about the major
actors in the movement, including, for example, Martin Luther King, but there is little focus on the
MacArthur Cottons of the era: the young Black men and women who at great risk to their physical
and mental health chose to become involved in the movement when so many others chose not to.
Without these young Black people there would have been no movement, and what was accomplished
with the Civil Rights Acts of the 1960s would never have happened. This was particularly true in
Mississippi, the most repressive of all fifty states, and one that had sponsored state terrorism to
ensure that white supremacy reigned supreme. Despite having no real reason to believe that change
could happen, MacArthur Cotton and those like him believed that they had to act. In MacArthur’s
case, his actions were in the tradition of his activist family, and he relates his involvement with many
of the important figures in the Mississippi movement, such as Medgar Evers and Fannie Lou Hamer.
Importantly, he also honors others like him, who are largely unknown to history, such as the Greenes
and McGees in Greenwood, who were waging their own war against their oppressive state. While
having been imprisoned many times and having lived in a constant state of terror, Cotton persisted
as a foot soldier in a war and, as with all veterans of wars, was left with emotional and psychological
scars. Despite the toll that it took on him as a person, however, he remains a committed activist to
this day.
  mississippi coming of age stories: The Freedom Schools Jon N. Hale, 2016-06-07 Created
in 1964 as part of the Mississippi Freedom Summer, the Mississippi Freedom Schools were launched
by educators and activists to provide an alternative education for African American students that
would facilitate student activism and participatory democracy. The schools, as Jon N. Hale
demonstrates, had a crucial role in the civil rights movement and a major impact on the development
of progressive education throughout the nation. Designed and run by African American and white
educators and activists, the Freedom Schools counteracted segregationist policies that inhibited
opportunities for black youth. Providing high-quality, progressive education that addressed issues of



social justice, the schools prepared African American students to fight for freedom on all fronts.
Forming a political network, the Freedom Schools taught students how, when, and where to engage
politically, shaping activists who trained others to challenge inequality. Based on dozens of first-time
interviews with former Freedom School students and teachers and on rich archival materials, this
remarkable social history of the Mississippi Freedom Schools is told from the perspective of those
frequently left out of civil rights narratives that focus on national leadership or college protestors.
Hale reveals the role that school-age students played in the civil rights movement and the crucial
contribution made by grassroots activists on the local level. He also examines the challenges
confronted by Freedom School activists and teachers, such as intimidation by racist Mississippians
and race relations between blacks and whites within the schools. In tracing the stories of Freedom
School students into adulthood, this book reveals the ways in which these individuals turned training
into decades of activism. Former students and teachers speak eloquently about the principles that
informed their practice and the influence that the Freedom School curriculum has had on education.
They also offer key strategies for further integrating the American school system and politically
engaging today's youth.
  mississippi coming of age stories: The Shame of Southern Politics Leslie Dunbar, 2021-11-21
As a leader of the Southern Regional Council in the early 1960s, and later as executive director of
the Field Foundation, Leslie Dunbar's advocacy and behind-the-scenes organizing made him one of
the most significant (but least recognized) people in the civil rights movement. His essays and
speeches often helped set the agenda. They also continue to offer a prophetic voice in our struggle
to create a more humane and fully integrated America. The Shame of Southern Politics gathers for
the first time fourteen of Dunbar's essays and speeches on the courage and values of the southern
civil rights movement. Dunbar's selected writings, ranging from the classic 1961 essay The
Annealing of the South to a post-September 11th meditation, give eloquent voice to the best of
America's liberal tradition. A new essay entitled 1968 offers Dunbar's unique take on that
transformational year.
  mississippi coming of age stories: Remembering Medgar Evers Minrose Gwin, 2013-02-25
As the first NAACP field secretary for Mississippi, Medgar Wiley Evers put his life on the line to
investigate racial crimes (including Emmett Till's murder) and to organize boycotts and voter
registration drives. On June 12, 1963, he was shot in the back by white supremacist Byron De La
Beckwith as the civil rights leader unloaded a stack of Jim Crow Must Go T-shirts in his own
driveway. His was the first assassination of a high-ranking public figure in the civil rights movement.
While Evers's death ushered in a decade of political assassinations and ignited a powder keg of
racial unrest nationwide, his life of service and courage has largely been consigned to the periphery
of U.S. and civil rights history. In her compelling study of collective memory and artistic production,
Remembering Medgar Evers, Minrose Gwin engages the powerful body of work that has emerged in
response to Evers's life and death--fiction, poetry, memoir, drama, and songs from James Baldwin,
Margaret Walker, Eudora Welty, Lucille Clifton, Bob Dylan, and Willie Morris, among others. Gwin
examines local news accounts about Evers, 1960s gospel and protest music as well as contemporary
hip-hop, the haunting poems of Frank X Walker, and contemporary fiction such as The Help and
Gwin's own novel, The Queen of Palmyra. In this study, Evers springs to life as a leader of plural
singularity, who modeled for southern African Americans a new form of cultural identity that both
drew from the past and broke from it; to quote Gwendolyn Brooks, He leaned across tomorrow. Fifty
years after his untimely death, Evers still casts a long shadow. In her examination of the body of
work he has inspired, Gwin probes wide-ranging questions about collective memory and art as
instruments of social justice. Remembered, Evers's life's legacy pivots to the future, she writes,
linking us to other human rights struggles, both local and global. A Sarah Mills Hodge Fund
Publication.
  mississippi coming of age stories: The Flying Circus Susan Crandall, 2016-02-16 Set in the
rapidly changing world of 1920s America, this is a story of three people from very different
backgrounds ... Set adrift by life-altering circumstances, they find themselves bound together by



need and torn apart by blind obsessions and conflicting goals. Each one holds a secret that, if
exposed, would destroy their friendship. But their journey of adventure and self-discovery has a
price--and one of them won't be able to survive it. As they crisscross the heartland, exploring the
rapidly expanding role of aviation from barnstorming to bootlegging, from a flying circus to the
dangerous sport of air racing, the three companions form a makeshift family--
  mississippi coming of age stories: The Companion to Southern Literature Joseph M. Flora,
Lucinda Hardwick MacKethan, 2001-11-01 Selected as an Outstanding Academic Title by Choice
Selected as an Outstanding Reference Source by the Reference and User Services Association of the
American Library Association There are many anthologies of southern literature, but this is the first
companion. Neither a survey of masterpieces nor a biographical sourcebook, The Companion to
Southern Literature treats every conceivable topic found in southern writing from the
pre-Columbian era to the present, referencing specific works of all periods and genres. Top scholars
in their fields offer original definitions and examples of the concepts they know best, identifying the
themes, burning issues, historical personalities, beloved icons, and common or uncommon
stereotypes that have shaped the most significant regional literature in memory. Read the copious
offerings straight through in alphabetical order (Ancestor Worship, Blue-Collar Literature, Caves) or
skip randomly at whim (Guilt, The Grotesque, William Jefferson Clinton). Whatever approach you
take, The Companion’s authority, scope, and variety in tone and interpretation will prove a boon and
a delight. Explored here are literary embodiments of the Old South, New South, Solid South, Savage
South, Lazy South, and “Sahara of the Bozart.” As up-to-date as grit lit, K Mart fiction, and
postmodernism, and as old-fashioned as Puritanism, mules, and the tall tale, these five hundred
entries span a reach from Lady to Lesbian Literature. The volume includes an overview of every
southern state’s belletristic heritage while making it clear that the southern mind extends beyond
geographical boundaries to form an essential component of the American psyche. The South’s
lavishly rich literature provides the best means of understanding the region’s deepest nature, and
The Companion to Southern Literature will be an invaluable tool for those who take on that exciting
challenge. Description of Contents 500 lively, succinct articles on topics ranging from Abolition to
Yoknapatawpha 250 contributors, including scholars, writers, and poets 2 tables of contents —
alphabetical and subject — and a complete index A separate bibliography for most entries
  mississippi coming of age stories: Hattiesburg, Mississippi Benjamin Morris, 2014-11-18
Founded by William Hardy at the confluence of rivers and rail lines, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, is
today a capital of education, healthcare, commerce and the armed forces in the Gulf South. In this
new biography of the Hub City, experience its story as you never have before. Hunt and forage
alongside Native American tribes centuries before European settlement. Build a cabin with pioneer
lumbermen on the edge of the forest, jostling for profit in the cavernous Piney Woods. Train with
soldiers at Camp Shelby on the eve of deployment in World War II, and march alongside civil rights
activists during Freedom Summer in 1964. In this narrative history, author and Hattiesburg native
Benjamin Morris offers a captivating account of the Hub City from its prehistory to the present day,
from its darkest hours to its brightest futures.
  mississippi coming of age stories: My Mississippi , 2000-01-01 A father and son present an
eloquent portrait and personal evocations of modern Mississippi in this book which contemplates the
realities of the present day, assesses the most vital concerns of the citizens, gauges how the state
has changed, and beholds what the state is like as it enters the 21st century. 105 full-color photos.
  mississippi coming of age stories: Gender in Germany and Beyond Jennifer V. Evans, Shelley
E. Rose, 2023-05-12 Jean Quataert redefined the boundaries of at least five historical fields including
European socialism, women’s history and gender history, and international law and human rights. In
this volume dedicated to her pioneering work, established and emerging scholars showcase the
signature ways in which Quataert, as one of the discipline’s first women’s historians, has influenced
how subsequent generations think about history writing as a form of intellectual activism. Gender in
Germany and Beyond presents cutting edge historiographical commentary alongside new work
which address subjects such as the history of German colonialism and women’s colonial leagues,



human rights advocacy during the Cold War, and the complexities of turn of the century gay and
lesbian rights organizing.
  mississippi coming of age stories: Boy Culture Shirley R. Steinberg, Michael Kehler, Lindsay
Cornish, 2010-06-17 In this two-volume set, a series of expert contributors look at what it means to
be a boy growing up in North America, with entries covering everything from toys and games,
friends and family, and psychological and social development. Boy Culture: An Encyclopedia spans
the breadth of the country and the full scope of a pivotal growing-up time to show what a boy's life is
really like today. With hundreds of entries across two volumes, it offers a series of vivid snapshots of
boys of all kinds and ages at home, school, and at play; interacting with family or knocking around
with friends, or pursuing interests alone as they begin their journey to adulthood. Boy Culture shows
an uncanny understanding of just how exciting, confusing, and difficult the years between childhood
and young adulthood can be. The toys, games, clothes, music, sports, and feelings—they are all a
part of this remarkable resource. But most important is the book's focus on the things that shape
boyhood identities—the rituals of masculinity among friends, the enduring conflict between fitting in
and standing out, the effects of pop culture images, and the influence of role models from parents
and teachers to athletes and entertainers to fictional characters.
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