
mimicry definition

mimicry definition refers to the biological phenomenon where an organism
evolves to imitate the appearance, behavior, sound, or scent of another
species or object. This adaptation serves various ecological purposes, such
as defense against predators, enhancing predatory success, or facilitating
reproduction. The concept of mimicry is widely studied in evolutionary
biology, ecology, and ethology, revealing complex interactions within
ecosystems. Understanding mimicry involves exploring its types, mechanisms,
and examples across different taxa. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of mimicry definition, its significance, and classifications, along
with illustrative cases from nature. The following sections will delve into
the fundamental aspects of mimicry, its evolutionary basis, and practical
implications.
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What is Mimicry?

Mimicry is a biological concept where one organism, the mimic, evolves to
closely resemble another organism, known as the model, or sometimes an
inanimate object. The resemblance can be in terms of physical appearance,
behavior, sound, or even chemical signals. This evolutionary adaptation
enhances the mimic’s chances of survival or reproduction by confusing
predators, prey, or competitors. The mimicry definition is rooted in the idea
that such imitation is not coincidental but shaped by natural selection to
provide specific advantages.

Historical Background

The study of mimicry began in the 19th century with naturalists like Henry
Walter Bates and Fritz Müller, who documented examples of species resembling
others for protective purposes. Batesian mimicry, named after Bates,
describes harmless species mimicking harmful ones, while Müllerian mimicry



refers to mutual resemblance among harmful species. These foundational
studies established mimicry as a crucial evolutionary strategy.

Key Characteristics

Mimicry involves several defining features:

Resemblance: The mimic resembles the model in a way that is perceivable
by other organisms.

Adaptive Advantage: The mimic gains survival or reproductive benefits
through the resemblance.

Selective Pressure: Natural selection favors mimicry traits in the
population.

Context-Dependent: The effectiveness of mimicry depends on the
ecological context and the perception of predators or other species.

Types of Mimicry

Mimicry is broadly categorized into several types based on the nature of
mimic-model relationships and the benefits derived. Each type highlights
different evolutionary strategies organisms employ to survive or thrive in
their environments.

Batesian Mimicry

Batesian mimicry occurs when a harmless species evolves to imitate the
warning signals of a harmful or unpalatable species. Predators tend to avoid
the mimic, mistaking it for the dangerous model. This form of mimicry is
common among insects, such as certain butterflies and hoverflies.

Müllerian Mimicry

Müllerian mimicry involves two or more harmful or unpalatable species
evolving to resemble each other. This mutual resemblance reinforces predator
learning and avoidance, providing a collective protective benefit. Many
species of stinging wasps and bees exhibit Müllerian mimicry.



Aggressive Mimicry

Aggressive mimicry describes predators or parasites that imitate harmless
species or signals to deceive their prey or hosts. For example, some
anglerfish use lures resembling prey to attract victims. This type of mimicry
enhances the predator’s ability to capture food or the parasite’s ability to
exploit hosts.

Automimicry or Intraspecific Mimicry

Automimicry occurs within a single species, where one body part mimics
another to confuse predators or rivals. Examples include eyespots on
butterfly wings that resemble eyes to deter birds, or tail markings that
divert attacks away from vital body parts.

Mechanisms Behind Mimicry

The development of mimicry is driven by genetic, ecological, and behavioral
mechanisms that enable organisms to evolve traits closely resembling others.
Understanding these mechanisms helps clarify how mimicry arises and persists
in nature.

Genetic Basis

Mimicry traits often have a genetic foundation, controlled by specific genes
or gene complexes. Mutations and genetic recombination introduce variation,
while natural selection favors individuals with mimicry traits that enhance
survival. In some butterflies, a single gene can determine wing patterns that
mimic toxic species.

Natural Selection and Evolution

Natural selection plays a pivotal role in the evolution of mimicry. Predators
exert selective pressure by preferentially targeting non-mimetic individuals,
leading to increased frequency of mimicry traits over generations. This
process can result in highly accurate imitations that are difficult to
distinguish from the model species.



Behavioral Adaptations

Mimicry is not limited to physical traits but may include behaviors that
enhance the resemblance. For instance, some mimics adopt the movement
patterns, sounds, or postures of their models to improve the effectiveness of
their disguise.

Examples of Mimicry in Nature

Numerous examples across the animal kingdom illustrate the diversity and
complexity of mimicry. These cases highlight how mimicry functions in
different ecological contexts and taxonomic groups.

Butterflies and Insects

Butterflies provide classic examples of mimicry, especially in tropical
regions. The Viceroy butterfly mimics the Monarch butterfly, which is toxic
to predators. Similarly, hoverflies mimic stinging bees and wasps, deterring
predators despite being harmless.

Marine Animals

Marine species also employ mimicry, such as the mimic octopus, which can
imitate the appearance and movements of various venomous sea creatures like
lionfish and sea snakes to avoid predation. Some anglerfish use
bioluminescent lures to attract prey, a form of aggressive mimicry.

Birds and Mammals

Birds like the cuckoo engage in brood parasitism, where their eggs mimic the
appearance of host species' eggs to deceive foster parents. Some mammals use
mimicry for communication or defense, although it is less common than in
insects or marine life.

List of Notable Mimicry Examples

Viceroy butterfly mimicking Monarch butterfly (Batesian mimicry)



Various species of stinging wasps and bees resembling each other
(Müllerian mimicry)

Mimic octopus imitating multiple marine animals (Aggressive mimicry)

Hoverflies resembling bees and wasps (Batesian mimicry)

Cuckoo eggs mimicking host species eggs (Brood parasitism mimicry)

Ecological and Evolutionary Significance

Mimicry has profound implications for ecological interactions and
evolutionary processes. It influences predator-prey dynamics, species
coexistence, and biodiversity patterns.

Predator-Prey Relationships

By confusing predators or prey, mimicry alters the survival rates of multiple
species. Predators learn to avoid certain signals, which can reduce predation
pressure on both models and mimics. This dynamic shapes food web structures
and community composition.

Co-evolutionary Dynamics

Mimicry often results from co-evolution, where models and mimics exert
reciprocal selective pressures on each other. For instance, models may evolve
more distinct warning signals to differentiate themselves from mimics, while
mimics improve their resemblance, leading to an evolutionary arms race.

Conservation Considerations

Understanding mimicry is important in conservation biology. Disruption of
mimic-model relationships due to habitat loss or species decline can affect
ecosystem balance. Protecting model species is sometimes crucial to
maintaining the survival of their mimics.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of mimicry in biology?
Mimicry in biology is a phenomenon where one organism evolves to resemble
another organism or natural object, often to gain a survival advantage such
as protection from predators.

How does mimicry differ from camouflage?
Mimicry involves one species imitating another species or object to deceive
predators or prey, whereas camouflage is the ability of an organism to blend
into its environment to avoid detection.

What are the main types of mimicry?
The main types of mimicry include Batesian mimicry, where a harmless species
mimics a harmful one, and Müllerian mimicry, where two harmful species
resemble each other to reinforce predator avoidance.

Why is mimicry important in nature?
Mimicry is important because it enhances an organism's chances of survival
and reproduction by deterring predators, attracting prey, or facilitating
reproduction through deception.

Can mimicry occur in humans or human-made objects?
Yes, mimicry can occur in humans through behaviors like imitation for social
learning, and in human-made objects through design elements that imitate
natural forms or other objects to influence perception.

Additional Resources
1. The Art of Mimicry: Understanding Nature’s Copycats
This book explores the fascinating world of mimicry in nature, detailing how
various species imitate others to survive and thrive. It covers different
types of mimicry, including Batesian and Müllerian, and explains the
evolutionary advantages behind these adaptations. Richly illustrated, it
offers insights for both amateur naturalists and biology students.

2. Mimicry and Evolution: The Biology of Imitation
A comprehensive scientific examination of mimicry from an evolutionary
perspective, this book delves into the genetic, ecological, and behavioral
aspects that drive mimicry in animals and plants. It includes case studies
and recent research findings, making it an essential read for biologists and
evolutionary theorists.



3. Camouflage and Deception: The Science of Mimicry in Animals
Focusing on the mechanisms behind mimicry, this book explains how animals use
camouflage, mimicry, and other forms of deception to avoid predators or lure
prey. It combines biology with psychology to reveal the complexity of animal
behavior and survival strategies.

4. Mimicry in Insects: Patterns, Functions, and Adaptations
This specialized text examines mimicry among insect species, highlighting the
diversity of mimicry patterns and their ecological functions. It discusses
mimicry’s role in predator-prey interactions and how insects evolve to blend
into their environment or imitate harmful species.

5. Human Mimicry: Psychological and Social Dimensions
Exploring mimicry beyond the natural world, this book investigates how humans
unconsciously imitate gestures, speech, and behaviors in social settings. It
links mimicry to empathy, communication, and social bonding, offering
insights relevant to psychology and social sciences.

6. Mimicry in Plants: Survival Through Deception
This book uncovers the intriguing ways plants employ mimicry to attract
pollinators or deter herbivores. It describes various mimicry strategies in
flowers and foliage, emphasizing the evolutionary benefits and ecological
significance of these adaptations.

7. The Evolutionary Ecology of Mimicry
An advanced text that integrates ecological principles with evolutionary
biology to explain the dynamics of mimicry systems. It provides models and
empirical data on how mimicry influences species interactions and ecosystem
balance.

8. Mimicry and Deception in Marine Life
Focusing on the aquatic environment, this book highlights the diverse mimicry
strategies used by marine organisms. From color changes to shape adaptations,
it reveals how mimicry functions in coral reefs, deep oceans, and coastal
habitats.

9. Visual Mimicry: The Role of Appearance in Animal Survival
This visually-rich book explores how visual mimicry aids animals in blending
with their surroundings or mimicking other species. It covers coloration,
patterns, and morphological adaptations, providing detailed examples from
various animal groups worldwide.
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  mimicry definition: Mimicry and Meaning: Structure and Semiotics of Biological Mimicry Timo
Maran, 2017-01-11 The present book analyses critically the tripartite mimicry model (consisting of
the mimic, model and receiver species) and develops semiotic tools for comparative analysis. It is
proposed that mimicry has a double structure where sign relations in communication are in constant
interplay with ecological relations between species. Multi-constructivism and toolbox-like conceptual
methods are advocated for, as these allow taking into account both the participants’ Umwelten as
well as cultural meanings related to specific mimicry cases. From biosemiotic viewpoint, mimicry is
a sign relation, where deceptively similar messages are perceived, interpreted and acted upon.
Focusing on living subjects and their communication opens up new ways to understand mimicry.
Such view helps to explain the diversity of mimicry as well as mimicry studies and treat these in a
single framework. On a meta-level, a semiotic view allows critical reflection on the use of mimicry
concept in modern biology. The author further discusses interpretations of mimicry in contemporary
semiotics, analyses mimicry as communicative interaction, relates mimicry to iconic signs and
focuses on abstract resemblances in mimicry. Theoretical discussions are illustrated with detailed
excursions into practical mimicry cases in nature (brood parasitism, eyespots, myrmecomorphy,
etc.). The book concludes with a conviction that mimicry should be treated in a broader
semiotic-ecological context as it presumes the existence of ecological codes and other sign
conventions in the ecosystem.
  mimicry definition: Mimicry, Crypsis, Masquerade and other Adaptive Resemblances Donald L.
J. Quicke, 2017-08-02 Deals with all aspects of adaptive resemblance Full colour Covers everything
from classic examples of Batesian, Mullerian, aggressive and sexual mimicries through to human
behavioural and microbial molecular deceptions Highlights areas where additonal work or specific
exeprimentation could be fruitful Includes, animals, plants, micro-organisms and humans
  mimicry definition: Empathy and Its Development Nancy Eisenberg, Janet Strayer, 1990-08-31
A study of empathy from developmental, biological, clinical, social and historical perspectives,
covering topics such as developmental changes and gender differences in empathy, the role of
cognition in empathy, the socialization of empathy, its role in child abuse and the measurement of
empathy.
  mimicry definition: Emotional Mimicry in Social Context Ursula Hess, Agneta H. Fischer,
2016-03-11 In everyday life we actively react to the emotional expressions of others, responding by
showing matching, or sometimes contrasting, expressions. Emotional mimicry has important social
functions such as signalling affiliative intent and fostering rapport, and is considered one of the
cornerstones of successful interactions. This book provides a multidisciplinary overview of research
into emotional mimicry and empathy, and explores when, how and why emotional mimicry occurs.
Focusing on recent developments in the field, the chapters cover a variety of approaches and
research questions, such as the role of literature in empathy and emotional mimicry, the most
important brain areas involved in the mimicry of emotions, the effects of specific psychopathologies
on mimicry, why smiling may be a special case in mimicry, whether we can also mimic vocal
emotional expressions, individual differences in mimicry and the role of social contexts in mimicry.
  mimicry definition: Floral Mimicry Steven D. Johnson, Florian P. Schiestl, 2016-10-13
Mimicry is a classic example of adaptation through natural selection. The traditional focus of
mimicry research has been on defence in animals, but there is now also a highly-developed and
rapidly-growing body of research on floral mimicry in plants. This has coincided with a revolution in
genomic tools, making it possible to explore which genetic and developmental processes underlie
the sometimes astonishing changes that give rise to floral mimicry. Being literally rooted to one spot,
plants have to cajole animals into acting as couriers for their pollen. Floral mimicry encompasses a
set of evolutionary strategies whereby plants imitate the food sources, oviposition sites, or mating
partners of animals in order to exploit them as pollinators. This first definitive book on floral mimicry
discusses the functions of visual, olfactory, and tactile signals, integrating them into a broader
theory of organismal mimicry that will help guide future research in the field. It addresses the



fundamental question of whether the evolutionary and ecological principles that were developed for
protective mimicry in animals can also be applied to floral mimicry in plants. The book also deals
with the functions of floral rewardlessness, a condition which often serves as a precursor to the
evolution of mimicry in plant lineages. The authors pay particular attention to the increasing body of
research on chemical cues: their molecular basis, their role in cognitive misclassification of flowers
by pollinators, and their implications for plant speciation. Comprehensive in scope and conceptual in
focus, Floral Mimicry is primarily aimed at senior undergraduates, graduate students, and
researchers in plant science and evolutionary biology.
  mimicry definition: Advances in Parasitology , 1994-07-22 Advances in Parasitology is a
series of up-to-date reviews of all areas of interest in contemporary parasitology. It includes medical
studies on parasites of major influence, such as typanosomiasis and scabies, and more traditional
areas, such as zoology, taxonomy, and life history, which shape current thinking and applications.
  mimicry definition: Fight, Flight, Mimic Diego Gambetta, 2024 'Fight, Flight, Mimic' is a
systematic study of deceptive mimicry in the context of wars. Deceptive mimicry - the manipulation
of individual or group identity - includes passing off as a different individual, as a member of a group
to which one does not belong, or, for a group, to 'sign' its action as another group. Mimicry exploits
the reputation of the model it mimics to avoid capture (flight), to strike undetected at the enemy
(fight), or to hide behind or besmirch the reputation of the model group ('false flag' operations).
These tactics have previously been described anecdotally, mixed in with other ruses de guerre, but
the authors show that mimicry is a distinct form of deception with its own logic and particularly
consequential effects on those involved.
  mimicry definition: Dictionary of Philosophy and Psychology James Mark Baldwin, 1911
  mimicry definition: Becoming the Other, Being Oneself Iain Walker, 2020-05-15 The island of
Ngazidja lies at the southern end of the monsoon wind system and its inhabitants, the Wangazidja,
have participated in the trading networks of the Indian Ocean for two millennia. The enduring
contacts between the Wangazidja and their trading partners have subjected them to a variety of
social and cultural influences—from the Swahili coast, from the African hinterland, from the Arabian
peninsula, from Indonesia and, more recently, from Europe. This book looks at the strategies called
into play by Wangazidja in negotiating this encounter with the outside world; it discusses how they
incorporate this variety of influences into their own social and cultural modes of practice while all
the time remaining (in the words of one observer) “authentic.” Drawing on the work of thinkers such
as Theodor Adorno, René Girard and Michael Taussig, the author develops the theoretical concept of
mimesis in an analysis of these transformations, increasingly relevant in the contemporary context of
globalization, showing how firmly anchored social structures are able to incorporate what seem to
be practices imitative of the Other.
  mimicry definition: Silent Poetry Nicholas Mirzoeff, 2019-01-15 This book explores the
dynamic interaction between art and the sign language of the deaf in France from the philsopheRs
to the introduction of the sound motion picture. Nicholas Mirzoeff shows how the French Revolution
transformed the ancienT regime metaphor of painting as silent poetry into a nineteenth-century
school of over one hundred deaf artists. Painters, sculptors, photographers, and graphic artists all
emanated from the Institute for the Deaf in Paris, playing a central role in the vibrant deaf culture of
the period. With the rise of Darwinism, eugenics, and race science, however, the deaf found
themselves categorized as savages, excluded and ignored by the hearing. This book is concerned
with the process and history of that marginalization, the constitution of a center from which the
abnormal could be excluded, and the vital role of visual culture within this discourse. Based on
groundbreaking archival and pictorial research, Mirzoeff's exciting and intertextual analysis of what
he terms the silent screen of deafness produces an alternative hIstory of nineteenth-century art that
challenges canonical view of the history of art, the inheritance of the Enlightenment, and the
functions, status, and meanings of visual culture itself. Fusing methodologies from cultural studies,
poststructuralism and art history, his study will be important for students and scholars of art history,
cultural and deaf studies, and the history of medicine, and will interest a general audience



concerned with the relationship of the deaf and the larger society. Nicholas Mirzoeff is Assistant
Professor of Art History at the University of Wisconsin. Originally published in 1995. The Princeton
Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously
out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.
  mimicry definition: Automatic Imitation Oliver Genschow, Emiel Cracco, 2024-11-11 People
spontaneously imitate a wide range of different behaviors. The interest in this phenomenon dates
back to at least the 18th century when Adam Smith (1759) argued that imitation can be seen as a
primitive form of sympathy. Despite the longstanding interest, it was not until the 20th century that
different research fields within psychology and neuroscience started empirically investigating this
social phenomenon. This book brings together leading researchers from various domains to provide
readers with a recent overview of developments in automatic imitation research. This is an open
access book.
  mimicry definition: Acoustic Communication in Birds Kroodsma, 1983-05-10 Acoustic
Communication in Birds, Volume 2: Song Learning and Its Consequences investigates acoustic
communication in birds, with emphasis on song learning and its consequences. Some issues in the
study of bird sounds are discussed, with particular reference to evolutionary considerations. The
ontogeny of acoustic behavior in birds is also considered, along with sound production, neural
control of song, and auditory perception. Comprised of nine chapters, this volume begins with an
introduction to the nature, extent, and evolution of vocal learning in birds. Several well-documented
examples in which vocal development appears to proceed independently of audition (and therefore
independently of vocal learning) are presented, together with aspects of selective vocal learning; the
timing of vocal learning; and selective forces that may have promoted the evolution of vocal learning
in birds. Subsequent chapters explore the role of subsong and plastic song in the vocal learning
process; the function and evolution of avian vocal mimicry; the ecological and social significance of
duetting in birds; and microgeographic and macrogeographic variation in the acquired vocalizations
of birds. The book also examines genetic population structure and vocal dialects in Zonotrichia
(Emberizidae). This monograph will be of interest to ornithologists, evolutionary biologists, and
zoologists, as well as to students of communication and bioacoustics.
  mimicry definition: Slapstick: An Interdisciplinary Companion Ervin Malakaj, Alena E. Lyons,
2021-10-25 Despite its unabated popularity with audiences, slapstick has received rather little
scholarly attention, mostly by scholars concentrating on the US theater and cinema traditions.
Nonetheless, as a form of physical humor slapstick has a long history across various areas of cultural
production. This volume approaches slapstick both as a genre of situational physical comedy and as
a mode of communicating an affective situation captured in various cultural products. Contributors
to the volume examine cinematic, literary, dramatic, musical, and photographic texts and
performances. From medieval chivalric romance and nineteenth-century theater to contemporary
photography, the contributors study treatments of slapstick across media, periods and geographic
locations. The aim of a study of such wide scope is to demonstrate how slapstick emerged from a
variety of complex interactions among different traditions and by extension, to illustrate that
slapstick can be highly productive for interdisciplinary research.
  mimicry definition: Foreign Objects Craig N. Cipolla, 2017-04-11 Foreign Objects is a critical
look at consumption through the lens of indigenous knowledge and archeological theory--Provided
by publisher.
  mimicry definition: Encyclopedia of the Sciences of Learning Norbert M. Seel, 2011-10-05
Over the past century, educational psychologists and researchers have posited many theories to
explain how individuals learn, i.e. how they acquire, organize and deploy knowledge and skills. The
20th century can be considered the century of psychology on learning and related fields of interest



(such as motivation, cognition, metacognition etc.) and it is fascinating to see the various
mainstreams of learning, remembered and forgotten over the 20th century and note that basic
assumptions of early theories survived several paradigm shifts of psychology and epistemology.
Beyond folk psychology and its naïve theories of learning, psychological learning theories can be
grouped into some basic categories, such as behaviorist learning theories, connectionist learning
theories, cognitive learning theories, constructivist learning theories, and social learning theories.
Learning theories are not limited to psychology and related fields of interest but rather we can find
the topic of learning in various disciplines, such as philosophy and epistemology, education,
information science, biology, and – as a result of the emergence of computer technologies –
especially also in the field of computer sciences and artificial intelligence. As a consequence,
machine learning struck a chord in the 1980s and became an important field of the learning sciences
in general. As the learning sciences became more specialized and complex, the various fields of
interest were widely spread and separated from each other; as a consequence, even presently, there
is no comprehensive overview of the sciences of learning or the central theoretical concepts and
vocabulary on which researchers rely. The Encyclopedia of the Sciences of Learning provides an
up-to-date, broad and authoritative coverage of the specific terms mostly used in the sciences of
learning and its related fields, including relevant areas of instruction, pedagogy, cognitive sciences,
and especially machine learning and knowledge engineering. This modern compendium will be an
indispensable source of information for scientists, educators, engineers, and technical staff active in
all fields of learning. More specifically, the Encyclopedia provides fast access to the most relevant
theoretical terms provides up-to-date, broad and authoritative coverage of the most important
theories within the various fields of the learning sciences and adjacent sciences and communication
technologies; supplies clear and precise explanations of the theoretical terms, cross-references to
related entries and up-to-date references to important research and publications. The Encyclopedia
also contains biographical entries of individuals who have substantially contributed to the sciences
of learning; the entries are written by a distinguished panel of researchers in the various fields of
the learning sciences.
  mimicry definition: A Dictionary of Entomology , 2011 Incorporating an estimated 43,000
definitions, this major reference work is a comprehensive, fully cross-referenced collection of terms,
names and phrases used in entomology. It is the only listing that covers insect anatomy, behaviour,
biology, ecology, histology, molecular biology, morphology, pest management, taxonomy and
systematics. Common names, scientific binomen and taxonomic classifications are provided as well
as order, suborder, superfamily, family and subfamily names and diagnostic features of orders and
families. With new and updated terms, particularly in molecular biology, phylogeny and spatial
technology, this revised new edition of A Dictionary of Entomology is an essential reference for
researchers and students of entomology and related disciplines.
  mimicry definition: The Encyclopaedia Britannica Thomas Spencer Baynes, 1902
  mimicry definition: Homi K. Bhabha ,
  mimicry definition: Encyclopedia of Cancer Manfred Schwab, 2008-09-23 This
comprehensive encyclopedic reference provides rapid access to focused information on topics of
cancer research for clinicians, research scientists and advanced students. Given the overwhelming
success of the first edition, which appeared in 2001, and fast development in the different fields of
cancer research, it has been decided to publish a second fully revised and expanded edition. With an
A-Z format of over 7,000 entries, more than 1,000 contributing authors provide a complete reference
to cancer. The merging of different basic and clinical scientific disciplines towards the common goal
of fighting cancer makes such a comprehensive reference source all the more timely.
  mimicry definition: The Secret Agent (Norton Critical Editions) Joseph Conrad, 2016-10-14
“[A] masterly study of the inner workings of the disordered minds whose aim is destruction,
violence, and the overturning of law and order by means of bombs.” —The (London) Observer (1907)
This Norton Critical Edition includes: - The first English book edition of the novel (1907),
accompanied by explanatory footnotes. - Four illustrations. - Contemporary sources that informed



Conrad’s writing of the novel, including newspaper accounts of the “Greenwich Bomb Outrage,”
articles from the anarchist press, earlier fictional treatments of the Martial Bourdin case (the
inspiration for Adolph Verloc), and important texts related to anarchism and fin-de-siecle culture. -
Seven wide-ranging critical essays by Ian Watt, Terry Eagleton, Martin Ray, Hugh Epstein, Gail
Fincham, Peter Lancelot Mallios, and Michael Newton. - A Chronology and a Selected Bibliography.
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