
meaning of gurbani in punjabi

meaning of gurbani in punjabi is a profound concept central to Sikh spirituality and religious practices.
Gurbani, literally translating to "the words of the Guru," refers to the sacred hymns and verses composed
by the Sikh Gurus and other enlightened saints, primarily written in the Punjabi language. Understanding
the meaning of Gurbani in Punjabi not only involves linguistic translation but also requires an appreciation
of its spiritual, philosophical, and cultural dimensions. This article delves into the significance of Gurbani, its
linguistic characteristics, and its role in Sikh worship and daily life. It also explores how the essence and
teachings of Gurbani are conveyed through Punjabi, connecting devotees to the divine wisdom of Sikhism.
The discussion will cover the historical background, language features, thematic elements, and the impact
of Gurbani on Punjabi literature and identity.

Definition and Historical Context of Gurbani

Linguistic Characteristics of Gurbani in Punjabi

Spiritual and Philosophical Themes in Gurbani

Role of Gurbani in Sikh Worship and Practice

Impact of Gurbani on Punjabi Culture and Literature

Definition and Historical Context of Gurbani
Gurbani, meaning "Guru's word," is a term specifically used to describe the sacred compositions found in the
Sikh holy scripture, Guru Granth Sahib. These compositions are primarily hymns written by the Sikh
Gurus from the 15th to the 17th century, along with writings of various saints of different backgrounds
who shared similar spiritual insights. The term "Gurbani" is derived from two Punjabi words: "Gur,"
meaning Guru or spiritual teacher, and "Bani," meaning speech or utterance.

Origins and Compilation
The origin of Gurbani dates back to Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of Sikhism, who composed divine
hymns that emphasize devotion, equality, and the oneness of God. Subsequent Gurus continued this
tradition, contributing to the spiritual canon that was later compiled into the Guru Granth Sahib by Guru
Arjan Dev Ji, the fifth Sikh Guru. The compilation sought to preserve the sacred teachings and provide a
unified source of spiritual guidance for Sikhs.



Historical Significance
Gurbani holds immense historical importance as it marks the spiritual and cultural foundation of Sikhism. It
represents a revolutionary movement in the Indian subcontinent that challenged social inequalities,
ritualism, and religious dogmas of the time. Through Gurbani, the Sikh Gurus propagated universal
messages of love, justice, and devotion to God, which continue to inspire millions worldwide.

Linguistic Characteristics of Gurbani in Punjabi
The language of Gurbani is predominantly Punjabi, enriched with elements from several regional
languages such as Sanskrit, Braj, Persian, and Arabic. This linguistic blend not only reflects the
multicultural milieu of the Indian subcontinent but also serves to make the spiritual messages accessible to a
wide audience.

Script and Dialects
Gurbani is primarily written in the Gurmukhi script, which was standardized by Guru Angad Dev Ji, the
second Sikh Guru. The use of Gurmukhi helped unify the Sikh community linguistically and culturally.
The dialects used in Gurbani vary but mainly include Majhi, the standard dialect of Punjabi, along with
influences from other regional dialects.

Poetic and Musical Elements
The poetic structure of Gurbani is intricate, featuring various meters and rhythmic patterns. This poetic
form is essential for its musical rendition during Sikh worship. The hymns are meant to be sung in specific
ragas (musical modes), which enhance the spiritual experience and emotional resonance of the messages
contained within the verses.

Spiritual and Philosophical Themes in Gurbani
Gurbani encapsulates a wide range of spiritual and philosophical teachings that form the core of Sikh
theology. These themes address the nature of God, human life, morality, and the path to spiritual liberation.

Concept of God in Gurbani
The Gurbani presents God as one, eternal, formless, and all-pervading. This monotheistic conception rejects
idolatry and emphasizes direct personal experience of the Divine through meditation and righteous living.
The Supreme Being is referred to by various names such as Waheguru, Akal Purakh, and Satnam,
highlighting different aspects of the divine nature.

Ethical and Moral Teachings
Central to Gurbani are teachings that promote truthfulness, humility, compassion, and selfless service. The



hymns encourage living a life of integrity and social justice, rejecting caste distinctions and superstitions.
The concept of "Naam Simran" (meditation on God's name) is emphasized as the means to purify the mind
and achieve spiritual enlightenment.

Oneness of God and equality of all beings

Importance of truthful living and honest work

Rejection of ritualism and blind superstition

Emphasis on compassion and community service

Path of meditation and devotion for liberation

Role of Gurbani in Sikh Worship and Practice
Gurbani is central to Sikh religious life and forms the basis of all Sikh worship and rituals. It is recited, sung,
and meditated upon by devotees daily, serving as a guide for spiritual growth and ethical conduct.

Liturgical Use
The recitation of Gurbani takes place in Gurdwaras (Sikh temples) and homes, often accompanied by
musical instruments such as the harmonium and tabla. Key prayers and hymns like the Japji Sahib, Rehras
Sahib, and Kirtan Sohila are integral parts of Sikh daily prayers. These recitations reinforce the teachings
and create a collective spiritual atmosphere.

Educational and Inspirational Function
Gurbani serves as an educational tool, imparting religious knowledge and moral values to Sikhs of all ages.
It inspires followers to embody the virtues taught by the Gurus and maintain a disciplined spiritual
practice. The study of Gurbani in Punjabi helps preserve the linguistic heritage and deepens the connection
to Sikh identity.

Impact of Gurbani on Punjabi Culture and Literature
The influence of Gurbani extends beyond religion, significantly shaping Punjabi culture, language, and
literature. Its poetic richness and philosophical depth have inspired generations of poets, scholars, and artists.

Cultural Integration
Gurbani has contributed to fostering a distinct Punjabi cultural identity rooted in spirituality and social



equality. Festivals, music, and rituals inspired by Gurbani continue to play a vital role in community life,
reinforcing shared values and traditions.

Literary Contributions
The language of Gurbani has enriched Punjabi literature by introducing profound spiritual themes
conveyed through poetic forms. Many Punjabi literary works draw inspiration from Gurbani's style,
vocabulary, and ethical messages, thereby preserving its legacy in contemporary literature.

Preservation of Punjabi language through Gurmukhi script1.

Inspiration for Punjabi poetry and musical compositions2.

Promotion of social justice and community values in literature3.

Integration of spiritual themes in cultural expressions4.

Enhancement of Punjabi identity through Gurbani teachings5.
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  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Sikhism and Spirituality Rabinder Singh Bhamra,
2015-07-16 A spiritual person is when their mind becomes one with the Creator God. Then, the mind
absorbs the qualities of God and acts like a spiritual master. He is no more under the effects of
Maya, which is another of Gods creation in which the mind is prisoner and to its five vices (lust,
anger, greed, attachments and ego). It becomes calm, quiet, peaceful, acts to the Will of God and is
in bliss always. It happens when the Mind is meditating on God and thinks about God always. For
this spiritual mind, everything happening in the world is OK as its happening to His Will. He lives a
life of truthful dealings with other persons, earns an honest living and shares with others. He
becomes pure in thoughts, words and deeds. His mind becomes pure like its Creator, Himself. He is
the most dependable friend and reliable companion. The above qualities can be achieved by one who
only lives for the service of people and to whom everybody is the child of God. This person has no
desires for him and lives for his family and others. His happiness lies in service and the welfare of
others. Such a person has no desires and attachments in this world and lives a worry free life;
always content with his/her lot. This book tells how to achieve such a state of mind. The mind is
Gods child and we here, on Earth, to play in the hands of God as per destiny written by Him. If we
accept Him, pray to Him and meditate on him in the way this book guides, there is a chance to win
freedom from the cycle of births and deaths and live with him in peace and bliss forever. The path to
bliss and peace is fully explained in this book.
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: The Guru Granth Sahib Pashaura Singh, 2003-09-26 This
book examines three closely related questions in the process of canon formation in the Sikh
tradition: how the text of the Adi Granth came into being, the meaning of gurbani, and how the Adi
Granth became the Guru Granth Sahib. The censure of scholarly research on the Adi Granth was
closely related to the complex political situation of Punjab and brought the whole issue of academic
freedom into sharper focus. This book addresses some of these issues from an academic perspective.
The Adi Granth, the sacred scripture of the Sikhs, means ‘first religious book’ (from the word ‘adi’
which means ‘first’ and ‘granth’ which means ‘religious book’). Sikhs normally refer to the Adi
Granth as the Guru Granth Sahib to indicate a confession of faith in the scripture as Guru. The
contents of the Adi Granth are commonly known as bani (utterance) or gurbani (the utterance of the
Guru). The transcendental origin (or ontological status) of the hymns of the Adi Granth is termed
dhur ki bani (utterance from the beginning). This particular understanding of revelation is based
upon the doctrine of the sabad, or divine word, defined by Guru Nanak and the succeeding Gurus.
This book also explores the revelation of the bani and its verbal expression, devotional music in the
Sikh tradition, the role of the scripture in Sikh ceremonies, and the hymns of Guru Nanak and Guru
Arjan.
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Historical Dictionary of Sikhism Louis E. Fenech, W. H.
McLeod, 2014-06-11 Sikhism traces its beginnings to Guru Nanak, who was born in 1469 and died in
1538 or 1539. With the life of Guru Nanak the account of the Sikh faith begins, all Sikhs
acknowledging him as their founder. Sikhism has long been a little-understood religion and until
recently they resided almost exclusively in northwest India. Today the total number of Sikhs is
approximately twenty million worldwide. About a million live outside India, constituting a significant
minority in the United Kingdom, Canada, and the United States. Many of them are highly visible,
particularly the men, who wear beards and turbans, and they naturally attract attention in their new
countries of domicile. This third edition of Historical Dictionary of Sikhism covers its history through
a chronology, an introductory essay, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over
1000 cross-referenced entries on key persons, organizations, the principles, precepts and practices
of the religion as well as the history, culture and social arrangements. This book is an excellent
access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Sikhism.
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: AKASHVANI All India Radio (AIR), New Delhi , 1969-12-28
Akashvani (English) is a programme journal of ALL INDIA RADIO, it was formerly known as The
Indian Listener. It used to serve the listener as a bradshaw of broadcasting ,and give listener the
useful information in an interesting manner about programmes, who writes them, take part in them



and produce them along with photographs of performing artists. It also contains the information of
major changes in the policy and service of the organisation. The Indian Listener (fortnightly
programme journal of AIR in English) published by The Indian State Broadcasting Service, Bombay,
started on 22 December, 1935 and was the successor to the Indian Radio Times in English, which
was published beginning in July 16 of 1927. From 22 August ,1937 onwards, it used to published by
All India Radio, New Delhi. From 1950,it was turned into a weekly journal. Later, The Indian listener
became Akashvani (English ) w.e.f. January 5, 1958. It was made fortnightly journal again w.e.f July
1,1983. NAME OF THE JOURNAL: AKASHVANI LANGUAGE OF THE JOURNAL: English DATE,
MONTH & YEAR OF PUBLICATION: 28 DECEMBER, 1969 PERIODICITY OF THE JOURNAL:
Weekly NUMBER OF PAGES: 80 VOLUME NUMBER: Vol. XXXV. No. 1 BROADCAST PROGRAMME
SCHEDULE PUBLISHED (PAGE NOS): 12-80 ARTICLE: 1. Gandhiji and Martin Luther King 2. Air
Pollution: Can The Peril Be Averted ? 3. The Philosophy of Guru Nanak AUTHOR: 1. G. L. Mehta 2.
Dr. C. A. Sastry 3. Khushwant Singh KEYWORDS : 1. A merical Gandhi, fascinated by Gandhi, a
deeper commitment, noble place prize 2. Major sources o f pollution, the deadly motor vehicles,
effect on materials, lethal to human beings, situation can be remedied 3.The ‘sahaj’ method
Document ID : APE-1969 (D-F-M) Vol-I-01 Prasar Bharati Archives has the copyright in all matters
published in this “AKASHVANI” and other AIR journals. For reproduction previous permission is
essential.
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Shri Guru Nanak Dev'S Japji G.S. Chauhan, 2005
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: The Sloaks of Guru Tegh Bahadur & The Facts About
the Text of Ragamala ,
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Young Sikhs in a Global World Knut A. Jacobsen, Kristina
Myrvold, 2016-03-09 In attempting to carve out a place for themselves in local and global contexts,
young Sikhs mobilize efforts to construct, choose, and emphasize different aspects of religious and
cultural identification depending on their social setting and context. Young Sikhs in a Global World
presents current research on young Sikhs with multicultural and transnational life-styles and
considers how they interpret, shape and negotiate religious identities, traditions, and authority on
an individual and collective level. With a particular focus on the experiences of second generation
Sikhs as they interact with various people in different social fields and cultural contexts, the book is
constructed around three parts: 'family and home', 'public display and gender', and 'reflexivity and
translations'. New scholarly voices and established academics present qualitative research and
ethnographic fieldwork and analyse how young Sikhs try to solve social, intellectual and
psychological tensions between the family and the expectations of the majority society, between
Punjabi culture and religious values.
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Sikhism ,
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Annual Review of South Asian Languages and
Linguistics Rajendra Singh, 2008-12-19 South Asia is home to a large number of languages and
dialects. Although linguists working on this region have made significant contributions to our
understanding of language, society, and language in society on a global scale, there is as yet no
recognized international forum for the exchange of ideas amongst linguists working on South Asia.
The Annual Review of South Asian Languages and Linguistics is designed to be just that forum. It
brings together empirical and theoretical research and serves as a testing ground for the
articulation of new ideas and approaches which may be grounded in a study of South Asian
languages but which have universal applicability. Each volume will have three major sections: I.
Invited contributions consisting of state-of-the-art essays on research in South Asian languages. II.
Refereed open submissions focusing on relevant issues and providing various viewpoints. III.
Reports from around the world, book reviews and abstracts of doctoral theses.
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Secrets & Mysteries Harjit Singh, 2017-09-08 Maskeen ji’s
most outshining quality was his simplicity and humility truly justifying his name. Paradoxically
enough, his pious mother named him Sant and sure enough the Mighty God turned him into a
‘Saint’. It is not great men who change the world, but meek and humble men in the hands of Great



God! Secondly revered Maskeen ji was an ardent lover of God who sacrificed his life for the ultimate
good of humanity. Men of God do not want money, they want souls of people to convert them into
lovers of God. During his course of ‘Hari Katha’, Maskeen ji displayed that drunkenness of lovers
comes from the soul. His discourses (Katha) are an entire ‘SPIRITUAL CULTURE’. One learns from
his ‘Katha’ that a lover may be solitary but he or she is never alone. For companionship he has
always the hidden ‘Beloved’ (God).
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: The Last Rites in Sikhism ,
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Directory of Periodicals Published in India , 1994
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: The Making of the Sikh Rehatnamas ,
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: New Trends in Creative Writing in Indian Languages ,
1990
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Guru Granth Sahib an Advance Study Sukhbir Singh
Kapoor, 2002
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: The Evening Prayers Rahras Sahib and Kirtan Sohila ,
2003
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: AKASHVANI Publications Division (India),New Delhi,
1961-11-19 Akashvani (English) is a programme journal of ALL INDIA RADIO, it was formerly known
as The Indian Listener.It used to serve the listener as a bradshaw of broadcasting ,and give listener
the useful information in an interesting manner about programmes, who writes them,take part in
them and produce them along with photographs of performing artists. It also contains the
information of major changes in the policy and service of the organisation. The Indian Listener
(fortnightly programme journal of AIR in English) published by The Indian State Broadcasting
Service, Bombay, started on 22 december, 1935 and was the successor to the Indian Radio Times in
english, which was published beginning in July 16 of 1927. From 22 August ,1937 onwards, it used
to published by All India Radio,New Delhi. From 1950,it was turned into a weekly journal. Later,The
Indian listener became Akashvani (English ) w.e.f. January 5, 1958. It was made fortnightly journal
again w.e.f July 1,1983. NAME OF THE JOURNAL: AKASHVANI LANGUAGE OF THE JOURNAL:
English DATE,MONTH & YEAR OF PUBLICATION: 19/11/1961 PERIODICITY OF THE JOURNAL:
Weekly NUMBER OF PAGES: 64 VOLUME NUMBER: Vol. XXVI. No. 47. BROADCAST PROGRAMME
SCHEDULE PUBLISHED(PAGE NOS): 11-63 ARTICLE: 1.Tagore as an Educationist 2. Second String
to my Bow :Sport 3. Training For Employment 4. William Makepeace Thackeray AUTHOR: 1.
Harindranath Chattopadhyay 2. David Abraham 3. P. M. Menon , Secretary,Ministry of Labour and
Employment 4. R. E. Cavaliero Document ID : 21 Prasar Bharati Archives has the copyright in all
matters published in this “AKASHVANI” and other AIR journals.For reproduction previous
permission is essential.
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: International Bibliography of Sikh Studies Rajwant Singh
Chilana, 2006-01-16 The International Bibliography of Sikh Studies brings together all books,
composite works, journal articles, conference proceedings, theses, dissertations, project reports, and
electronic resources produced in the field of Sikh Studies until June 2004, making it the most
complete and up-to-date reference work in the field today. One of the youngest religions of the
world, Sikhism has progressively attracted attention on a global scale in recent decades. An
increasing number of scholars is exploring the culture, history, politics, and religion of the Sikhs.
The growing interest in Sikh Studies has resulted in an avalanche of literature, which is now for the
first time brought together in the International Bibliography of Sikh Studies. This monumental work
lists over 10,000 English-language publications under almost 30 subheadings, each representing a
subfield in Sikh Studies. The Bibliography contains sections on a wide variety of subjects, such as
Sikh gurus, Sikh philosophy, Sikh politics and Sikh religion. Furthermore, the encyclopedia presents
an annotated survey of all major scholarly work on Sikhism, and a selective listing of electronic and
web-based resources in the field. Author and subject indices are appended for the reader’s
convenience.
  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Abstracts of Sikh Studies , 2007



  meaning of gurbani in punjabi: Guru Nanak's Asa Di Var Mohinder Kaur Kapoor, Sukhbir
Singh Kapoor, Nānak, Sukhbir Singh Kapoor, Mohinder Kaur Kapoor, 2004
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