
mass hysteria psychology

mass hysteria psychology explores the complex social and psychological
dynamics behind collective episodes of irrational behavior and panic among
groups of people. This phenomenon, also known as collective hysteria or mass
psychogenic illness, involves the rapid spread of symptoms or beliefs without
an identifiable organic cause. Understanding mass hysteria psychology
requires examining underlying psychological mechanisms, social influences,
historical cases, and its impact on communities and individuals. This article
delves into the causes, symptoms, notable examples, and the role of media and
social factors in mass hysteria. Additionally, it discusses how psychology
interprets and addresses such events to mitigate their effects and prevent
recurrence. The following sections outline the fundamental aspects of mass
hysteria psychology and provide a comprehensive overview of this intriguing
subject.

Definition and Characteristics of Mass Hysteria

Psychological Mechanisms Behind Mass Hysteria

Historical and Contemporary Examples

Social and Cultural Influences

Role of Media and Communication

Implications and Management Strategies

Definition and Characteristics of Mass Hysteria

Mass hysteria psychology refers to the occurrence of spontaneous outbreaks of
irrational behavior, anxiety, or physical symptoms within a group, typically
without an identifiable physical cause. It is characterized by shared
beliefs, emotions, or symptoms that spread rapidly through populations, often
fueled by fear and suggestibility.

Key Features of Mass Hysteria

Mass hysteria displays several distinct characteristics that help
differentiate it from other psychological or medical phenomena:

Collective Behavior: The phenomenon involves groups rather than isolated
individuals.

Rapid Spread: Symptoms or beliefs propagate quickly through social
networks.

Lack of Organic Cause: No physical or biological explanations account
for the symptoms.

Psychogenic Origin: Symptoms are psychologically induced, often related



to stress or anxiety.

Temporary Duration: Episodes are usually transient but can have lasting
social effects.

Distinguishing Mass Hysteria from Related Concepts

Mass hysteria is often confused with mass panic or mass psychogenic illness,
but each term has unique implications. While mass panic is an acute, fear-
driven flight response, mass hysteria encompasses a broader range of symptoms
and behaviors, including somatic complaints and irrational beliefs. Mass
psychogenic illness specifically refers to the physical manifestation of
symptoms without organic causes within a group.

Psychological Mechanisms Behind Mass Hysteria

Understanding the psychological underpinnings of mass hysteria is essential
to grasp how and why these phenomena occur. Several cognitive and emotional
mechanisms interact to facilitate the spread and maintenance of mass
hysteria.

Role of Suggestibility and Social Contagion

Individuals in groups often exhibit heightened suggestibility, making them
more susceptible to adopting behaviors, beliefs, or symptoms exhibited by
others. Social contagion theory explains how emotions and behaviors can
spread rapidly through populations as if through infection, amplifying
collective anxiety and symptom reporting.

Stress and Anxiety as Catalysts

High levels of stress or anxiety within a population can trigger mass
hysteria episodes. Situations involving uncertainty, perceived threats, or
social tension create fertile ground for collective psychological responses.
Stress-induced physiological changes may contribute to the development of
psychosomatic symptoms among affected individuals.

Conformity and Group Dynamics

Group conformity pressures encourage individuals to align their thoughts and
behaviors with those of the majority, reinforcing the collective experience
of hysteria. Social identity and the desire for acceptance can further
perpetuate the spread of symptoms or irrational beliefs.

Historical and Contemporary Examples

Mass hysteria psychology is illuminated by numerous historical and modern
case studies that demonstrate its varied manifestations and consequences



across time and cultures.

The Salem Witch Trials

One of the most infamous early examples occurred in late 17th-century Salem,
Massachusetts, where widespread fear of witchcraft led to a series of trials
and executions. Psychological stress, social tensions, and mass hysteria
combined to produce collective delusions and accusations.

The Dancing Plague of 1518

In Strasbourg, hundreds of people reportedly danced uncontrollably for days,
some until death. Modern interpretations suggest this was an episode of mass
psychogenic illness triggered by social, religious, or psychological
stressors.

Recent School Outbreaks of Psychogenic Illness

Contemporary instances often occur in schools, where clusters of students
report symptoms such as fainting, nausea, or headaches with no medical
explanation. These outbreaks highlight how mass hysteria psychology continues
to manifest in modern contexts.

Social and Cultural Influences

Mass hysteria psychology does not occur in a vacuum; social and cultural
contexts heavily influence its development and characteristics.

Impact of Cultural Beliefs and Norms

Cultural interpretations of illness, supernatural beliefs, and societal fears
shape how mass hysteria presents and is understood by affected communities.
For example, in some cultures, symptoms may be attributed to spirit
possession or curse, reinforcing collective anxiety and symptom expression.

Community Stress and Social Unrest

Periods of social upheaval, economic hardship, or political instability
increase vulnerability to mass hysteria by elevating stress levels and
collective uncertainty.

Group Cohesion and Identity

Strong group identities can contribute to the spread of mass hysteria, as
individuals prioritize group norms and beliefs, sometimes at the expense of
objective reality.



Role of Media and Communication

Modern mass hysteria psychology is increasingly influenced by media coverage
and communication technologies, which can both exacerbate and mitigate
episodes.

Media Amplification of Fear

News reports, social media, and other communication channels can amplify
fears and misconceptions, hastening the spread of mass hysteria.
Sensationalist coverage often reinforces anxiety and validates irrational
beliefs.

Information Dissemination and Rumor Propagation

Rapid dissemination of unverified information and rumors through digital
platforms can trigger or prolong episodes of mass hysteria by creating a
feedback loop of fear and misinformation.

Strategies for Responsible Communication

Effective communication by authorities and media outlets, emphasizing factual
information and calming messaging, can help reduce the impact of mass
hysteria and restore social stability.

Implications and Management Strategies

The study of mass hysteria psychology has practical implications for public
health, crisis management, and social cohesion. Identifying and managing
outbreaks requires multidisciplinary approaches.

Identifying Mass Hysteria

Accurate diagnosis involves ruling out organic causes, understanding social
contexts, and recognizing psychological triggers. Mental health professionals
play a crucial role in assessment and intervention.

Intervention and Prevention Techniques

Strategies to address mass hysteria include:

Providing clear, factual information to reduce uncertainty.

Reducing stressors within affected communities.

Implementing psychological support and counseling.

Encouraging critical thinking and skepticism.



Coordinating with media to prevent misinformation.

Long-Term Social and Psychological Effects

Mass hysteria can leave lasting impacts on communities, including mistrust,
stigma, and psychological trauma. Understanding these effects is essential
for recovery and resilience-building.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is mass hysteria in psychology?

Mass hysteria, also known as collective hysteria or collective obsessional
behavior, is a phenomenon where a group of people exhibit similar hysterical
symptoms, such as anxiety, irrational behavior, or physical symptoms, often
triggered by fear or rumors without a clear organic cause.

What are common causes of mass hysteria?

Common causes include stress, fear, social and cultural factors, rumors,
misinformation, and sometimes environmental triggers. It often arises in
groups under high stress or uncertainty.

How does mass hysteria spread among groups?

Mass hysteria spreads through social contagion, where emotions and behaviors
are transmitted from person to person via communication, observation, and
social interaction, often amplified by media and social networks.

What are typical symptoms of mass hysteria?

Symptoms can include physical complaints like headaches, dizziness, nausea,
fainting, as well as psychological symptoms like anxiety, panic attacks,
irrational fears, and unusual behaviors.

Can mass hysteria have physical effects on
individuals?

Yes, while mass hysteria is psychological in origin, it can manifest with
real physical symptoms such as fainting, muscle spasms, or other somatic
complaints, even though no organic cause is found.

How is mass hysteria different from a contagious
disease outbreak?

Mass hysteria involves psychological and social factors causing symptoms
without an infectious agent, whereas contagious diseases spread through
pathogens causing physical illness.



What historical examples illustrate mass hysteria?

Famous examples include the Salem witch trials, the dancing mania of the
Middle Ages, and the Tanganyika laughter epidemic, where groups exhibited
shared irrational behaviors or symptoms.

How do psychologists treat or manage mass hysteria?

Treatment focuses on reassurance, reducing stress, providing accurate
information, and sometimes counseling. Addressing underlying social or
environmental factors is also important.

Can mass hysteria occur in modern digital
environments?

Yes, social media and online communities can facilitate rapid spread of mass
hysteria by amplifying rumors, misinformation, and emotional contagion among
large groups.

Additional Resources
1. Mass Hysteria: Psychology and Social Dynamics
This book explores the psychological mechanisms behind mass hysteria,
examining how emotions and social influences can trigger collective panic. It
analyzes historical case studies and modern examples to reveal patterns in
group behavior. The author delves into the role of media and communication in
amplifying these phenomena.

2. The Anatomy of Mass Panic: Psychological Perspectives
Focusing on the anatomy of mass panic, this book breaks down the cognitive
and emotional processes that lead to widespread fear and irrational behavior.
It discusses the interplay between individual psychology and social
contagion. Readers gain insight into how mass hysteria can emerge quickly in
communities and societies.

3. Collective Delusions and the Mind: Understanding Mass Hysteria
This work investigates the concept of collective delusions and how they
contribute to episodes of mass hysteria. The author integrates psychological
theories with sociological insights to explain why groups sometimes adopt
false beliefs en masse. The book also looks at ways to prevent and manage
such outbreaks.

4. Fear and the Crowd: Psychological Roots of Mass Hysteria
Examining the roots of fear in crowds, this book highlights the psychological
triggers that can lead to mass hysteria. It reviews famous historical
incidents and applies contemporary psychological research to understand crowd
behavior. The narrative emphasizes the importance of leadership and
communication in mitigating panic.

5. The Social Psychology of Mass Hysteria
This text delves into social psychological concepts such as conformity,
suggestibility, and social identity to explain mass hysteria. Through case
studies and experimental data, it demonstrates how social context influences
individual behavior during crises. The book is a comprehensive resource for
understanding the social dimensions of hysteria.



6. Mass Psychogenic Illness: Exploring the Psychology Behind Epidemics
Focusing on mass psychogenic illness, this book explores how psychological
factors can manifest as physical symptoms across groups without an organic
cause. It examines the role of stress, anxiety, and social factors in
triggering these outbreaks. The author also discusses diagnostic challenges
and intervention strategies.

7. Hysteria in Groups: Psychological Mechanisms and Social Effects
This book investigates the psychological mechanisms that drive hysteria in
group settings and the subsequent social consequences. It covers topics like
emotional contagion, rumor spread, and groupthink. The author offers
practical advice for mental health professionals and policymakers on managing
mass hysteria.

8. The Psychology of Rumors and Mass Hysteria
Analyzing the connection between rumors and mass hysteria, this book explains
how misinformation and fear propagate through populations. It highlights
cognitive biases and emotional responses that fuel rumor-driven panics. The
book also explores modern challenges with social media and rapid information
dissemination.

9. Mass Hysteria and the Brain: Neuroscientific Insights
This volume presents neuroscientific research related to mass hysteria,
focusing on brain regions involved in fear, empathy, and social behavior. It
bridges psychology and neuroscience to explain why individuals are
susceptible to collective emotional experiences. The book provides a cutting-
edge perspective on the biological underpinnings of mass hysteria.
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  mass hysteria psychology: Mass Psychogenic Illness M. J. Colligan, J. W. Pennebaker, L. R.
Murphy, 2013-10-31 First published in 1982. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
  mass hysteria psychology: Detective Psychology Serena Cortez, AI, 2025-05-05 Detective
Psychology explores the fascinating intersection of psychology and true crime by analyzing the
cognitive processes and behavioral patterns of fictional detectives. The book examines how these
characters use deductive reasoning, observation, and ethical decision-making, offering a unique lens
through which to understand both fictional narratives and real-world criminal investigations.
Interestingly, many of these fictional techniques, while dramatized, reflect fundamental principles of
cognitive psychology. The book traces the evolution of the detective archetype from Edgar Allan
Poe's groundbreaking methods to modern, psychologically complex characters. Itâ��s structured in
three parts: core psychological concepts are introduced, then applied to specific detective
archetypes like Sherlock Holmes, and finally, the ethical implications and real-world applications are
addressed. By dissecting these fictional methodologies, readers gain valuable insights into human
behavior and the complexities of criminal investigation, connecting psychology, criminology, literary
studies, and even law enforcement.
  mass hysteria psychology: The Psychology and Science of Pseudoscience Terence Hines,
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2025-03-18 This book provides a comprehensive review of numerous areas of pseudoscience and
related pathological science. It not only describes the factual bases for rejecting pseudoscientific
claims, but also emphasizes the psychological processes that lead to the acceptance of such claims.
This book is timely, given the increase in misinformation over the past decade. Using three
principles of cognitive psychology, this book helps explain why people are hard-wired to accept and
continue to believe in pseudoscientific claims. It provides up-to-date discussions of numerous
paranormal and pseudoscientific topics, including the usual suspects-UFOs and alien abductions,
astrology, cryptozoology, and more-but also belief in conspiracy theories, laboratory parapsychology,
bogus forensic science techniques, the pseudopsychologies of Freud, medical fraud, and the
unethical practices of Big Pharma. Older research that was foundational in the critical examination
of several topics is woven throughout to situate them in a historical context.
  mass hysteria psychology: Case Studies in Social Psychology Dr Thomas Heinzen, Thomas
Heinzen, Wind Goodfriend, 2018-03-21 Employing a mix of unique, contemporary research and
hallmark studies to illustrate classic concepts, this book encourages students to think about
foundational course concepts in new ways, encouraging discussion and deeper critical thinking.
  mass hysteria psychology: Abnormal Psychology Ronald J. Comer, 2010-07-27 Taking a look at
the field of abnormal psychology, including major theoretical models of abnormality, research
directions, clinical experiences, therapies and controversies, this book covers personality disorders,
the psychodynamic perspective, neuroscience, the 'empirically-based treatment' movement, and
more.
  mass hysteria psychology: Religion and its Origins in Human Psychology: A View through
History Michael Kay, 2024-03-01 In an era of scientific dominance, why does religion still maintain
an unshakeable grip over so many lives, dramatically impacting world events? Why did humanity
first develop religious constructs and institutions? How has our relationship with the divine evolved
over civilisation’s history? This book chronicles religion’s enduring role across millennia - its
profound shaping of both individuals and societies. Reviewing psychological theories, it explores the
evolution of our inherent need to interact with gods and the supernatural. Religion was our original
“science” - humanity’s first response to the natural world and our place within it. Since then, two
major transitions have revolutionised our religious approach. First, the emergence of teachers like
Zoroaster, Jesus and Mohammed introduced personal and social accountability. Today, science and
nationalism inherit many attributes once exclusive to faiths. Throughout history, religion also
empowered rulers who claimed special divine sanction to exert authority and wage war. Despite an
uneasy coexistence with science, religion perseveres because it continues answering profound
human requirements at personal and collective levels. This is the innate legacy that ensures
religion’s hold over life and world affairs is unlikely to ever diminish.
  mass hysteria psychology: Mass Hysteria Lisa Blackman, Valerie Walkerdine, 2001 Assuming
no previous knowledge of psychology, this text provides an introduction to a field that is central to
media studies. Using approaches such as discourse analysis, semiotics and post-structuralism, the
book gently introduces the reader to psychology and its importance within media studies. Written in
an accessible style, it has case studies and examples, chapter objectives and summaries, illustrative
material and further reading sections.
  mass hysteria psychology: The Rough Guide to Psychology Christian Jarrett, 2011-04-01 Why
are we the way we are? For over a hundred years psychologists have been conducting scientific
experiments to find out. The Rough Guide to Psychology starts with you, your mind and brain,
broadens out to your friends and other relationships, then onto crowds, mobs and religion. There are
also sections on real-life psychology, showing how the latest research is relevant to crime, schooling,
sports, politics, shopping, and health. There are opportunities to test your own memory, intelligence,
personality, and much more, as well as advice on everything from pick-up lines to creativity. This
book takes a fresh look at the classic cases and studies, from Phineas Gage to Milgram, and
combines this with a cutting-edge round-up of the latest research. The last section deals with what
happens when the mind falters, covering depression, anxiety, schizophrenia, as well as more unusual



conditions. Care is taken throughout to ensure conclusions are tied to the latest high quality
psychological science.
  mass hysteria psychology: The Handbook of Forensic Psychology Irving B. Weiner, Randy
K. Otto, 2013-11-18 A revised new edition of one of the top references for forensic psychologists This
top professional and academic reference in forensic psychology is an established presence as both a
professional reference and graduate text. This Fourth Edition is completely revised and updated for
the new and rapidly growing demands of the field to reflect the new tools available to, and functions
required of, present-day practitioners. The new edition expands coverage of neuropsychological
assessment, eyewitness testimony, ad jury competence and decision-making, including selection,
process and authority. In addition, the new ethics guidelines approved by the American
Psychological Association (APA) are included and interpreted. Updated to include reframed content
and the introduction of new chapter topics and authors Ideal for professional forensic psychologists
and graduate students Written by experts in the field, a clinical professor of psychiatry and an
associate professor of mental health policy
  mass hysteria psychology: The Dictionary of Psychology Ray Corsini, 2016-12-05 With more
than three times as many defined entries, biographies, illustrations, and appendices than any other
dictionary of psychology ever printed in the English language, Raymond Corsini's Dictionary of
Psychology is indeed a landmark resource. The most comprehensive, up-to-date reference of its kind,
the Dictionary also maintains a user-friendliness throughout. This combination ensures that it will
serve as the definitive work for years to come. With a clear and functional design, and highly
readable style, the Dictionary offers over 30,000 entries (including interdisciplinary terms and
contemporary slang), more than 125 illustrations, as well as extensive cross-referencing of entries.
Ten supportive appendices, such as the Greek Alphabet, Medical Prescription Terms, and
biographies of more than 1,000 deceased contributors to psychology, further augment the
Dictionary's usefulness. Over 100 psychologists as well as numerous physicians participated as
consulting editors, and a dozen specialist consulting editors reviewed the material. Dr. Alan
Auerbach, the American Psychological Association's de facto dictionary expert, served as the senior
consulting editor. As a final check for comprehensiveness and accuracy, independent review editors
were employed to re-examine, re-review, and re-approve every entry.
  mass hysteria psychology: Psychology: The Key Concepts Graham Richards, 2008-08-18
Psychology: The Key Concepts is a comprehensive overview of 200 concepts central to a solid
understanding of Psychology and includes the latest recommendations from the British Psychology
Society (BPS). The focus is on practical uses of Psychology in settings such as nursing, education
and human resources, with topics ranging from Gender to Psychometrics and Perception.
  mass hysteria psychology: The Political Revolution: A Practical Guide for Empowering
Political Actors and Achieving Social Transformation R.ANANDA RAJU, 2023-07-07
Introducing The Political Revolution: A Practical Guide for Empowering Political Actors and
Achieving Social Transformation - a groundbreaking handbook that holds the key to reshaping the
future of society. In this captivating and empowering book, acclaimed author and political strategist
dive deep into the heart of the political landscape, unveiling a powerful roadmap for change. With
expert insights and tangible strategies, this indispensable guide illuminates the path towards a true
political revolution. Drawing upon years of experience and meticulous research, the author weaves
together a tapestry of knowledge, guiding readers through the intricate world of politics with clarity
and conviction. From grassroots movements to legislative battles, every page brims with practical
wisdom and actionable steps that enable political actors to harness their potential and effect real
social transformation. The Political Revolution transcends mere theory, immersing readers in a
compelling narrative that showcases successful case studies and the remarkable stories of
change-makers who have defied the status quo. By exploring both historical revolutions and
contemporary movements, this book uncovers the timeless principles and innovative approaches that
have fueled societal shifts throughout the ages. Prepare to be inspired as you uncover the secrets of
effective advocacy, persuasive communication, and coalition building. From organizing impactful



campaigns to leveraging the power of social media, this comprehensive guide equips political actors
with the tools they need to navigate complex systems and create lasting change. Immerse yourself in
the pages of The Political Revolution and discover how ordinary individuals can become
extraordinary catalysts for progress. This book is an invitation to embrace your role as an agent of
transformation, to challenge the norms, and to ignite a powerful movement that resonates with the
aspirations of the people. Now is the time to take action. Are you ready to join the revolution?
  mass hysteria psychology: The Ghostly Connection Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-14 Prepare
to embark on a thrilling journey into the unknown with The Ghostly Connection, the definitive guide
to the world of ghosts and the afterlife from renowned paranormal investigator Pasquale De Marco.
For centuries, humans have been fascinated by the possibility of life after death. From ancient myths
to modern ghost stories, the belief in ghosts has permeated cultures and societies around the globe.
But what is the truth behind these supernatural encounters? Are ghosts real, or are they merely
figments of our imagination? In The Ghostly Connection, Pasquale De Marco takes readers on a
journey to uncover the truth about ghosts. Through engaging storytelling and meticulous research,
Pasquale De Marco examines the different types of ghostly phenomena, from hauntings and
poltergeists to near-death experiences and reincarnation. Pasquale De Marco also delves into the
psychology of fear and the power of suggestion, exploring how our own minds can play tricks on us
and create the illusion of paranormal activity. But Pasquale De Marco doesn't stop there. Pasquale
De Marco also examines the latest scientific research on ghosts, including electronic voice
phenomena, electromagnetic fields, and the use of artificial intelligence in paranormal
investigations. With a clear and accessible writing style, Pasquale De Marco unravels the
complexities of the paranormal world, separating fact from fiction and providing readers with a
deeper understanding of the mysteries that lie beyond the veil of death. Whether you're a seasoned
ghost hunter, a skeptic, or simply curious about the afterlife, The Ghostly Connection is the
definitive guide to the world of ghosts. So, gather your courage and prepare to embark on a thrilling
journey into the unknown. The Ghostly Connection awaits, where the boundaries between life and
death blur, and the secrets of the afterlife are waiting to be revealed. If you like this book, write a
review!
  mass hysteria psychology: Little Green Men, Meowing Nuns and Head-Hunting Panics Robert
E. Bartholomew, 2001-06-06 For a two week period in 1956, residents in the vicinity of Taipei,
Taiwan, lived in fear that they would be the next victims of a crazed villain who was prowling the
streets and slashing people at random with a razor or similar weapon. At least 21 victims were
reported during this period, mostly women and children of low income and education. A thorough
investigation revealed however, that: five slashings were innocent false reports, seven were
self-inflicted cuts, eight were due to cuts rather than razors, and one was complete fantasy. This is
one example of many cases of what has traditionally been called mass hysteria that are examined in
this comprehensive study of human beings' fear of the unknown. Beginning with a concise history of
mass hysteria and social delusions, the author differentiates between the two and investigates mass
hysteria in closed settings such as work and school, and mass hysteria in communities with incidents
such as gassings, Pokemon illnesses in Japan, and medieval dance crazes. Also examined are
collective delusions, with information on five major types: immediate threat, symbolic scare, mass
wish fulfillment, urban legends and mass panics. The book ends with a discussion of major issues in
the area of mass hysteria and a look toward the future of this intriguing subject.
  mass hysteria psychology: Outbreak! Hilary Evans, Robert E. Bartholomew, 2009 From fads,
crazes, and manias to collective delusions, scares, panics, and mass hysterias, history is replete with
examples of remarkable social behavior. Many are fueled by fear and uncertainty; others are driven
by hope and expectation. For others still, the causes are more obscure. This massive collection of
extraordinary social behaviors spans more than two millennia, and attempts to place many of the
episodes within their greater historical and cultural context. Perhaps the most well known example
of unusual collective behavior occurred in 1938, when a million or more Americans were frightened
or panicked after listening to a realistic radio drama about a Martian invasion of New Jersey, based



on an adaptation of the H.G. Wells novel War of the Worlds. Less known but equally remarkable
scares based on Wells' book occurred in Chile in 1944 (when Army units were mobilized), in Ecuador
in 1949 (when riots broke out, leaving more than a dozen dead), as well as in Buffalo in 1968, Rhode
Island in 1974, and Europe in 1988 and 1998. The modern civilized world is by no means immune to
such peculiar episodes. In the late 20th century, scores of people in the U.S. and Europe were
wrongly incarcerated following claims of Satanic ritual abuse by authorities untutored in False
Memory Syndrome. This episode recalls the European witch terror of the late Middle Ages, when
innocent people were tortured and executed for consorting with the Devil based on the flimsiest of
evidence. OUTBREAK! THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXTRAORDINARY SOCIAL BEHAVIOR is an
authoritative reference on a broad range of topics: collective behavior, deviance, social and
perceptual psychology, sociology, history, folklore, religious studies, political science, social
anthropology, gender studies, critical thinking, and mental health. Never before have so many
sources been brought together on the mesmerizing topic of collective behavior.
  mass hysteria psychology: A Social Cognition Perspective of the Psychology of Religion
Luke Galen, 2023-06-15 An exploration of how psychological mechanisms produce intuitions, beliefs,
behaviors, and experiences that are misattributed as being unique outcomes of religious or spiritual
influences. Written from a social psychology perspective, this book proposes that religious and
spiritual content represent one possible interpretation of the output of processes that also produce
and govern nonreligious content. In looking at why people believe in God, and why belief in God is
often linked with a range of positive outcomes such as prosociality, morality, health, and happiness,
the author uses a critical lens that challenges past theories of religion's functions and adds new
perspectives into a discipline that is often limited by an exclusive focus on evolutionary theory. This
book features several cross-cutting themes-including “dual process” theory and an exploration of
how various social cognition mechanisms and biases can channel or shape religious content-and
provides a continuous through-line linking the underlying building blocks of thought, as studied in
the cognitive sciences of religion (CSR) to specific religious and spiritual concepts using a social
cognition lens.
  mass hysteria psychology: From Crowd Psychology to the Dynamics of Large Groups Carla
Penna, 2022-08-25 From Crowd Psychology to the Dynamics of Large Groups offers transdisciplinary
research on the history of the study of social formations, ranging from nineteenth-century crowd
psychology in France and twentieth-century Freudian mass psychology, including the developments
in critical theory, to the study of the psychodynamics of contemporary large groups. Carla Penna
presents a unique combination of sociology, psychoanalysis, and group analysis in the study of social
formations. This book revisits the epistemological basis of group analysis by introducing and
discussing its historical path, especially in connection with the study of large groups and
investigations of the social unconscious in persons, groups, and societies. It also explores early work
on group relations and contemporary research on the basic-assumption group in England,
particularly Hopper’s theory of Incohesion as a fourth basic assumption. From Crowd Psychology to
the Dynamics of Large Groups enables the reader to map out the field of the unconscious life of
crowds illuminating the darkness of twenty-first century collective movements. The reflections in
this book present new perspectives for psychologists, psychoanalysts, group analysts, sociologists,
and historians to investigate the psychodynamics of contemporary crowds, masses, and social
systems.
  mass hysteria psychology: Psychology of Terrorism Bruce Michael Bongar, 2007 Publisher
description
  mass hysteria psychology: False Joe Pierre, 2025-03-03 This book illuminates the psychology
of false belief that lies at the root of the kind of science denialism, political polarization, and rampant
belief in misinformation and disinformation alike that has become so common in today's post-truth
world.
  mass hysteria psychology: The Covid-19 Pandemic Panagiotis Karadimas, 2023-02-10 This
monograph evaluates public policy responses to the Covid-19 pandemic through a public choice lens.



The book compares two prominent, albeit mutually exclusive, theories in social sciences—public
interest theory and public choice theory—and explores how their predictions perform within the
framework of the Covid-19 pandemic. The chapters present different pandemic policies alongside
empirical data in order to draw conclusions about their efficacy, and, in turn, draw conclusions
about the veracity of each theory. By the end of the volume, the reader will be able to draw their
own conclusions about whether the pandemic policy responses served the public interest, as public
interest theory suggests, or the personal interests of the politicians who implemented them, as
public choice theory holds.
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