modern art history textbook

modern art history textbook serves as an essential resource for students, educators, and enthusiasts
seeking a comprehensive understanding of the evolution of modern art. This type of textbook typically
covers key movements, influential artists, and the social and cultural contexts that shaped the
development of modern art from the late 19th century through the 20th century. A well-crafted modern
art history textbook not only provides factual information but also encourages critical analysis by
exploring the styles, techniques, and philosophies that define the era. It integrates visual analysis with
historical background, offering a multidimensional approach to learning. This article will explore the
defining features of a modern art history textbook, its coverage of significant art movements, the role of
prominent artists, and the pedagogical approaches that make these textbooks effective educational
tools. Readers will gain insight into what makes a modern art history textbook valuable for both

academic study and general appreciation.
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Characteristics of a Modern Art History Textbook

A modern art history textbook is designed to provide a thorough and structured overview of modern
art, typically spanning from the late 1800s to the mid-20th century. These textbooks emphasize both
chronological and thematic presentations, allowing readers to understand the progression of artistic
styles alongside the cultural and political contexts that influenced them. A defining characteristic is the
inclusion of high-quality images and detailed descriptions of artworks, enabling visual literacy alongside
textual analysis. Furthermore, such textbooks often incorporate critical essays, timelines, and

glossaries to support comprehension.

Comprehensive Coverage

The scope of a modern art history textbook usually encompasses major art movements such as
Impressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, Abstract Expressionism, and more. It also addresses lesser-known

movements and cross-cultural influences, providing a broad perspective on modern art’s diversity.

Integration of Visual and Contextual Analysis

Effective textbooks balance detailed visual examination of artworks with historical, social, and
philosophical contexts. This integration helps readers appreciate not only the aesthetics but also the

significance and impact of modern art.

Use of Supplementary Materials

Many modern art history textbooks include supplementary tools such as timelines, artist biographies,
and thematic glossaries. These features enhance the educational value by making complex information

more accessible and organized.



Key Movements Covered in Modern Art History

Modern art history textbooks systematically explore the major artistic movements that shaped the
modern era. Each movement is presented with its defining characteristics, historical background, and

representative artists.

Impressionism and Post-Impressionism

Impressionism, emerging in the late 19th century, marked a break from traditional academic painting
with its focus on light, color, and everyday subjects. Post-Impressionism followed, emphasizing

emotional depth and symbolic content through artists like Vincent van Gogh and Paul Gauguin.

Cubism and Futurism

Cubism, pioneered by Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque, revolutionized art by fragmenting objects
into geometric forms. Futurism celebrated technology and movement, reflecting the rapidly changing

modern world.

Surrealism and Dada

Surrealism explored the unconscious mind and dream imagery, while Dada challenged traditional
notions of art through absurdity and anti-establishment themes. Both movements responded to the

upheavals of World War | and the interwar period.

Abstract Expressionism and Beyond

Abstract Expressionism emphasized spontaneous, gestural painting as a form of personal expression.
This movement set the stage for later developments in modern and contemporary art, including

Minimalism and Pop Art.



Influential Artists Featured in Modern Art History Textbooks

Modern art history textbooks highlight key figures whose work significantly impacted the course of art

history. These artists are studied for their innovations, styles, and contributions to various movements.

Pablo Picasso

Picasso’s role as a co-founder of Cubism and his prolific career make him a central figure in modern

art. Textbooks examine his evolving styles and influence on 20th-century art.

Henri Matisse

Matisse’s use of color and form in Fauvism and later works is widely discussed. His contributions to

modern art theory and practice are essential learning components.

Jackson Pollock

As a leading Abstract Expressionist, Pollock’s drip painting technique is analyzed for its innovative

approach to composition and emotional expression.

Frida Kahlo and Georgia O’Keeffe

These artists represent important voices in modern art, with Kahlo’s introspective self-portraits and
O’Keeffe’s abstracted natural forms offering diverse perspectives and expanding the narrative beyond

predominantly male artists.



Pedagogical Approaches and Features

Modern art history textbooks employ various educational strategies to facilitate learning and

engagement. These approaches address different learning styles and academic levels.

Chronological and Thematic Organization

Textbooks often combine chronological timelines with thematic chapters, allowing readers to
understand both the sequence of historical developments and cross-cutting themes such as identity,

politics, and technology.

Visual Analysis Exercises

Many textbooks include guided visual analysis questions and activities that help students develop
critical observation and interpretation skills. These exercises encourage active engagement with the

artworks.

Contextual Essays and Case Studies

Supplementary essays provide deeper insight into specific movements, artists, or social contexts. Case

studies highlight particular artworks or exhibitions, fostering a detailed understanding.

Review Questions and Glossaries

End-of-chapter review questions and glossaries reinforce key concepts and terminology, supporting

retention and comprehension.



Choosing the Right Modern Art History Textbook

Selecting an appropriate modern art history textbook depends on the intended audience, educational
goals, and desired level of depth. Different textbooks cater to high school students, undergraduate

courses, or advanced scholars.

Factors to Consider

e Coverage breadth and depth of art movements and artists

¢ Quality and quantity of visual reproductions

¢ Clarity and accessibility of writing style

¢ Inclusion of pedagogical features like timelines, essays, and exercises

e Alignment with curriculum standards and course objectives

Recommendations for Various Audiences

Introductory textbooks often emphasize broad overviews with accessible language, while advanced
texts provide in-depth critical analysis and extensive references. Selecting a textbook that matches the

learner’s needs ensures effective study and appreciation of modern art history.

Frequently Asked Questions



What topics are typically covered in a modern art history textbook?

A modern art history textbook usually covers major art movements from the late 19th century to the
present, including Impressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, Abstract Expressionism, Pop Art, Minimalism,

and contemporary digital art.

How does a modern art history textbook differ from a traditional art
history textbook?

A modern art history textbook focuses on recent movements and contemporary artists, emphasizing
innovation, cultural context, and new media, whereas traditional textbooks often concentrate on

classical art and historical periods.

What are some essential features to look for in a modern art history

textbook?

Key features include high-quality images, critical essays, diverse artist representation, chronological

and thematic organization, and discussions on social and political influences on art.

Why is it important to study modern art history through textbooks?

Studying modern art history through textbooks helps understand the evolution of artistic expression,

the impact of historical events on art, and the cultural shifts that shape contemporary visual culture.

Are there digital or interactive versions of modern art history
textbooks available?

Yes, many publishers now offer digital and interactive versions of modern art history textbooks,

including multimedia content, virtual museum tours, and interactive timelines to enhance learning.



How do modern art history textbooks address diversity and inclusion?

Modern art history textbooks increasingly include works by women, artists of color, and non-Western

artists, highlighting diverse perspectives and challenging traditional Eurocentric narratives.

Can modern art history textbooks be used for self-study effectively?

Absolutely, many modern art history textbooks are designed with clear explanations, visual aids, and

discussion questions that make them suitable for self-study by students and art enthusiasts.

What role do modern art history textbooks play in contemporary art
education?

They serve as foundational resources that provide context, critical frameworks, and comprehensive

overviews necessary for understanding and analyzing contemporary art practices and trends.

Additional Resources

1. Modern Art: A History from Impressionism to Today

This comprehensive textbook offers a detailed overview of modern art movements, beginning with
Impressionism and progressing through to contemporary practices. It explores key artists, artworks,
and cultural contexts that shaped the development of modern art. Richly illustrated, the book provides
critical analysis and historical background to help students understand the evolution of artistic styles

and ideas.

2. The Story of Modern Art

Authored by Norbert Lynton, this book presents a clear and engaging narrative of modern art history. It
covers major movements such as Fauvism, Cubism, Surrealism, and Abstract Expressionism,
highlighting influential artists and their contributions. The text balances scholarly insight with accessible

language, making it ideal for both students and general readers.



3. Art Since 1900: Modernism, Antimodernism, Postmodernism

This textbook offers an in-depth examination of twentieth-century art, focusing on the dynamic shifts
between modernism and postmodernism. It discusses key theoretical frameworks and artistic practices,
emphasizing the social, political, and cultural factors influencing art. The book is designed to foster

critical thinking and contextual understanding of modern art movements.

4. Modernism: The Lure of Heresy

Exploring the rebellious spirit of modernism, this book delves into the ways artists challenged
traditional norms and conventions. It covers various modernist movements and highlights the
experimental approaches that defined the era. The text situates modernism within broader historical

and philosophical debates, offering students a nuanced perspective on the period.

5. Art in Theory 1900-2000: An Anthology of Changing Ideas

This anthology compiles essential writings by artists, critics, and theorists that shaped modern art
theory throughout the twentieth century. It provides primary source material alongside contextual
commentary, enabling readers to engage directly with the intellectual currents behind modern art. The
book is an invaluable resource for understanding the debates and ideas that influenced artistic

developments.

6. Modern Art and Modernism: A Critical Anthology

This collection gathers critical essays and excerpts that illuminate the diverse perspectives on modern
art and modernism. It addresses aesthetic, cultural, and political dimensions, offering a multifaceted
view of the movements and figures involved. The anthology supports students in developing analytical

skills and a deeper appreciation of modern art’s complexity.

7. Theories and Documents of Contemporary Art: A Sourcebook of Artists' Writings

Focusing on the latter half of the twentieth century, this sourcebook presents writings by contemporary
artists that reveal their intentions and conceptual frameworks. It helps readers understand the
motivations behind avant-garde and postmodern art through firsthand accounts. The book
complements historical overviews by providing insight into the creative processes and ideas of modern

artists.



8. The Shock of the New: The Hundred-Year History of Modern Art

Based on Robert Hughes’ acclaimed documentary series, this book offers a vivid and accessible
survey of modern art’s first century. It emphasizes the revolutionary impact of new artistic styles and
the cultural upheavals that accompanied them. The narrative style and rich illustrations make it suitable

for both academic study and general interest.

9. Modern Art and Its Critics: A Documentary History

This volume compiles critical reviews, essays, and responses to modern art from its inception to the
contemporary period. It highlights the evolving reception and controversies surrounding modern art
movements and individual artists. The documentary approach provides students with a textured

understanding of how modern art was perceived and debated over time.
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modern art history textbook: History of Modern Art H. Arnason, Elizabeth Mansfield, 2013
« History of Modern Art is a visual comprehensive overview of the modern art field. It traces the
trends and influences in painting, sculpture, photography and architecture from the mid-nineteenth
century to the present day. The seventh edition deepens its discussions on social conditions that
have affected the production and reception of modern and contemporary art. »--

modern art history textbook: A Social History of Modern Art, Volume 2 Albert Boime,
1991-05-07 In this second volume, Albert Boime continues his work on the social history of Western
art in the Modern epoch. This volume offers a major critique and revisionist interpretation of
Western European culture, history, and society from Napoleon's seizure of power to 1815. Boime
argues that Napoleon manipulated the production of images, as well as information generally, in
order to maintain his political hegemony. He examines the works of French painters such as
Jacques-Louis David and Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres, to illustrate how the art of the time helped
to further the emperor's propagandistic goals. He also explores the work of contemporaneous
English genre painters, Spain's Francisco de Goya, the German Romantics Philipp Otto Runge and
Caspar David Friedrich, and the emergence of a national Italian art. Heavily illustrated, this volume
is an invaluable social history of modern art during the Napoleonic era. Stimulating and informative,
this volume will become a valuable resource for faculty and undergraduates.—R. W. Liscombe,
Choice

modern art history textbook: Approaches to Art Ferdinanda Florence, 2020-05-03 Written to
engage and inspire students with little or no previous experience in studio art or art history, the
third edition of Approaches to Art: A New Introduction to Art History employs an accessible
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postmodern approach to a general education course, introducing readers to seminal works of art
throughout time. This edition features increased coverage of art by people of color and women,
exposing students to diverse artists and restructuring the ways in which key figures and important
artists are introduced to them. The text features more than 100 new images and a timely focus on
issues of agency, identity, and social equity. The book includes the essential information presented
in an introductory art history course--visual elements, principles of design, style, media, and
historical context--in a compelling format that encourages critical thinking and multicultural visual
literacy. Students learn not only the parts of art, but also develop a deeper understanding of art's
power to communicate on multiple levels--universal, cultural, and personal.

modern art history textbook: Modern Art Pam Meecham, Julie Sheldon, 2000 This textbook
provides a comprehensive guide to modern and post-modern art. The authors bring together history,
theory and the art works themselves to help students understand how and why art has developed
during the 20th century.

modern art history textbook: History of Modern Art H. H. Arnason, Elizabeth C. Mansfield,
2012-12-20 ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus
to ensure that youselect the correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab & Mastering
products exist for each title, including customized versions for individual schools, and registrations
are not transferable. In addition,you may need a CourselD, provided by your instructor, to register
for and use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products. Packages Access codes for Pearson's MyLab &
Mastering products may not be included when purchasing or renting from companies other than
Pearson; check with the seller before completing your purchase. Used or rental books If you rent or
purchase a used book with an access code, the access code may have been redeemed previously and
you may have to purchase a new access code. Access codes Access codes that are purchased from
sellers other than Pearson carry a higher risk of being either the wrong ISBN or a previously
redeemed code. Check with the seller prior to purchase. -- A Comprehensive Overview - available in
digital and print formats History of Modern Art is a visual comprehensive overview of the modern art
field. It traces the trends and influences in painting, sculpture, photography and architecture from
the mid-nineteenth century to the present day. The seventh edition deepens its discussions on social
conditions that have affected the production and reception of modern and contemporary art.
Learning Goals Upon completing this book, readers should be able to: Understand the origins of
modern art Provide an analysis of artworks based on formal and contextual elements Recognize the
influences of social conditions on modern art NOTE: MySearchLab does not come automatically
packaged with this text. If you want just History of Modern Art Volume 1 with MySearchLab order
the ISBN below: 0205955509 / 9780205955503 History of Modern Art Volume I Plus MySearchLab
with eText Package consists of: 0205239927 / 9780205239924 MySearchLab with Pearson eText --
Access Card 0205259480 / 9780205259489 History of Modern Art Volume I If you want the
complete History of Modern Art with MySearchLab order the ISBN below: 0205955517 /
9780205955510 History of Modern Art Plus MySearchLab with eText -- Access Card Package
Package consists of: 0205239927 / 9780205239924 MySearchLab with Pearson eText -- Valuepack
Access Card 0205259472 / 9780205259472 History of Modern Art (Paperback)

modern art history textbook: Art History after Modernism Hans Belting, 2003-08-01 Art
history after modernism does not only mean that art looks different today; it also means that our
discourse on art has taken a different direction, if it is safe to say it has taken a direction at all. So
begins Hans Belting's brilliant, iconoclastic reconsideration of art and art history at the end of the
millennium, which builds upon his earlier and highly successful volume, The End of the History of
Art?. Known for his striking and original theories about the nature of art, according to the
Economist, Belting here examines how art is made, viewed, and interpreted today. Arguing that
contemporary art has burst out of the frame that art history had built for it, Belting calls for an
entirely new approach to thinking and writing about art. He moves effortlessly between
contemporary issues—the rise of global and minority art and its consequences for Western art
history, installation and video art, and the troubled institution of the art museum—and questions



central to art history's definition of itself, such as the distinction between high and low culture, art
criticism versus art history, and the invention of modernism in art history. Forty-eight black and
white images illustrate the text, perfectly reflecting the state of contemporary art. With Art History
after Modernism, Belting retains his place as one of the most original thinkers working in the visual
arts today.

modern art history textbook: Modern Art And Modernism Francis Frascina, 2018-05-04
Modern Art and Modernism offers firsthand material for the study of issues central to the
development of modern art, its theory, and criticism. The history of modern art is not simply a
history of works of art, it is also a history of ideas interpretations. The works of critics and theorists
have not merely been influential in deciding how modern art is to be seen and understood, they have
also influenced the course it has taken. The nature of modern art cannot be understood without
some analysis of the concept of Modernism itself. Modern Art and Modernism presents a selection of
texts by the major contributors to debate on this subject, from Baudelaire and Zola in the nineteenth
century to Greenberg and T. ]J. Clark in our own times. It offers a balanced section of essays by
contributors to the mainstream of Modernist criticism, representative examples of writing on the
themes of abstraction and expression in modern art, and a number of important contributions to the
discussion of aesthetics and the social role of the artist. Several of these are made available in
English translation for the first time, and others are brought together from a wide range of
periodicals and specialized collections.This book will provide an invaluable resource for teachers and
students of modern art, art history, and aesthetics, as well as for general readers interested in the
place of modern art in culture and history.

modern art history textbook: Art History Marilyn Stokstad, 2007 In tune with today's
readersa€” rich but never effetea€“this is theart history book of choice for a new generation.
Presenting a broad view of art from the early Renaissance in Europe through the Avant Garde since
1945, it sympathetically and positively introduces the works of all artists. This includes women,
artists of color, and the arts of other continents and regions, as well as those of Western Europe and
the United States. The new edition contains even more full-color reproductions, larger images,
redrawn maps and timelines, and new photographs and higher quality images. Balancing both the
traditions of art history and new trends of the present, Art Historyis the most comprehensive,
accessible, and magnificently illustrated work of its kind.Broad in scope and depth, this beautifully
illustrated work features art from the following time periods and places: Renaissance art; Baroque
art; art of the Pacific cultures; the rise of modern art; and the international Avant-Garde since
1945.An excellent reference work and beautiful edition for any visual artist.

modern art history textbook: A Degree in a Book: Art History John Finlay, 2023-01-17
Spanning from the classical sculpture of Ancient Rome to contemporary performance art, this
vibrantly illustrated guide provides a rich overview of art history, covering many topics explored in a
history of art degree. Learn to distinguish Impressionism from Post-Impressionism, analyze a
painting's brush strokes and discover the influences of Pablo Picasso. Written by expert art historian
John Finlay, A Degree in a Book: Art History is presented in an attractive landscape format in
full-color, featuring iconic works of art through the ages. With timelines, feature spreads and
information boxes, readers will quickly get to grips with the fundamentals of art and its fascinating
evolution across history. ABOUT THE SERIES: Get the knowledge of a degree for the price of a book
in Arcturus Publishing's A Degree in a Book series. Featuring handy timelines, information boxes,
feature spreads and margin annotations, these illustrated books are perfect for anyone wishing to
master seemingly complex subject with ease and enjoyment.

modern art history textbook: “"Ace History of Modern Art, 1969

modern art history textbook: A History of Art History Christopher S. Wood, 2019-09-03 An
authoritative history of art history from its medieval origins to its modern predicaments In this
wide-ranging and authoritative book, the first of its kind in English, Christopher Wood tracks the
evolution of the historical study of art from the late middle ages through the rise of the modern
scholarly discipline of art history. Synthesizing and assessing a vast array of writings, episodes, and




personalities, this original account of the development of art-historical thinking will appeal to
readers both inside and outside the discipline. The book shows that the pioneering chroniclers of the
Italian Renaissance—Lorenzo Ghiberti and Giorgio Vasari—measured every epoch against fixed
standards of quality. Only in the Romantic era did art historians discover the virtues of medieval art,
anticipating the relativism of the later nineteenth century, when art history learned to admire the art
of all societies and to value every work as an index of its times. The major art historians of the
modern era, however—Jacob Burckhardt, Aby Warburg, Heinrich Wolfflin, Erwin Panofsky, Meyer
Schapiro, and Ernst Gombrich—struggled to adapt their work to the rupture of artistic modernism,
leading to the current predicaments of the discipline. Combining erudition with clarity, this book
makes a landmark contribution to the understanding of art history.

modern art history textbook: Theories of Modern Art Herschel Browning Chipp, 1969

modern art history textbook: Janson's History of Art: The ancient world Penelope ]J. E. Davies,
2012 For courses in the History of Art. Rewritten and reorganized, this new edition weaves together
the most recent scholarship, the most current thinking in art history, and the most innovative online
supplements, including MyArtsLab and the Prentice Hall Digital Art Library. Experience the new
Janson and re-experience the history of art. The Portable Edition of Janson's History of Art, Eighth
Edition features four lightweight, paperback books packaged together along with optional access to
a powerful student website, www.myartslab.com, making the text more student friendly than ever.
Janson's History of Art is still available in the original hardcover edition and in Volume I and Volume
IT splits. The Portable Edition is comprised of four books, each representing a major period of art
history. Long established as the classic and seminal introduction to art of the Western world, the
Eighth Edition of Janson's History of Art is groundbreaking. When Harry Abrams first published the
History of Art in 1962, John F. Kennedy occupied the White House, and Andy Warhol was an
emerging artist. Janson offered his readers a strong focus on Western art, an important
consideration of technique and style, and a clear point of view. The History of Art, said Janson, was
not just a stringing together of historically significant objects, but the writing of a story about their
interconnections, a history of styles and of stylistic change. Janson's text focused on the visual and
technical characteristics of the objects he discussed, often in extraordinarily eloquent language.
Janson's History of Art helped to establish the canon of art history for many generations of scholars.
The new Eighth Edition, although revised to remain current with new discoveries and scholarship,
continues to follow Janson's lead in important ways: It is limited to the Western tradition, with a
chapter on Islamic art and its relationship to Western art. It keeps the focus of the discussion on the
object, its manufacture, and its visual character. It considers the contribution of the artist as an
important part of the analysis. This edition maintains an organization along the lines established by
Janson, with separate chapters on the Northern European Renaissance, the Italian Renaissance, the
High Renaissance, and Baroque art, with stylistic divisions for key periods of the modern era. Also
embedded in this edition is the narrative of how art has changed over time in the cultures that
Europe has claimed as its patrimony.

modern art history textbook: Modern Art and Modernism FRANCIS. FRASCINA, Taylor &
Francis Group, 2019-07-10

modern art history textbook: The Routledge Companion to Decolonizing Art History
Tatiana Flores, Florencia San Martin, Charlene Villasenor Black, 2023-11-27 This companion is the
first global, comprehensive text to explicate, theorize, and propose decolonial methodologies for art
historians, museum professionals, artists, and other visual culture scholars, teachers, and
practitioners. Art history as a discipline and its corollary institutions - the museum, the art market -
are not only products of colonial legacies but active agents in the consolidation of empire and the
construction of the West. The Routledge Companion to Decolonizing Art History joins the growing
critical discourse around the decolonial through an assessment of how art history may be rethought
and mobilized in the service of justice - racial, gender, social, environmental, restorative, and more.
This book draws attention to the work of artists, art historians, and scholars in related fields who
have been engaging with disrupting master narratives and forging new directions, often within a




hostile academy or an indifferent art world. The volume unpacks the assumptions projected onto
objects of art and visual culture and the discourse that contains them. It equally addresses the
manifold complexities around representation as visual and discursive praxis through a range of
epistemologies and metaphors originated outside or against the logic of modernity. This companion
is organized into four thematic sections: Being and Doing, Learning and Listening, Sensing and
Seeing, and Living and Loving. The book will be of interest to scholars working in art history, visual
culture, museum studies, race and ethnic studies, cultural studies, disability studies, and women’s,
gender, and sexuality studies.

modern art history textbook: History of Modern Art H. Harvard Arnason, Marla Prather, 1998
Revised with more biographical information on each artist, this fourth edition is an authoritative,
encyclopedic history of painting, photography, sculpture, and architecture from the mid-19th
century, when modern art emerged, to the present day. 1,438 illustrations, 504 in color.

modern art history textbook: The Art of Art History Donald Preziosi, 2009 This anthology is a
guide to understanding art history through critical reading of the field's most innovative and
influential texts, focusing on the past two centuries.

modern art history textbook: Art History: The Basics Diana Newall, Grant Pooke,
2021-03-28 Now in its second edition, this volume is an accessible introduction to the history of art.
Using an international range of examples, it provides the reader with a toolkit of concepts, ideas and
methods relevant to understanding art history. This new edition is fully updated with colour
illustrations, increased coverage of non-western art and extended discussions of contemporary art
theory. It introduces key ideas, issues and debates, exploring questions such as: What is art and
what is meant by art history? What approaches and methodologies are used to interpret and
evaluate art? How have ideas regarding medium, gender, identity and difference informed
representation? What perspectives can psychoanalysis, semiotics and social art histories bring to the
study of the discipline? How are the processes of postcolonialism, decolonisation and globalisation
changing approaches to art history? Complete with helpful subject summaries, a glossary,
suggestions for future reading and guidance on relevant image archives, this book is an ideal
starting point for anyone studying art history as well as general readers with an interest in the
subject.

modern art history textbook: A History of Modern Art H. H. Arnason, 1966

modern art history textbook: History of Japanese Art after 1945 Kitazawa Noriaki, Kuresawa
Takemi, Mitsuda Yuri, 2023-03-20 English edition of key essays on Japanese art history History of
Japanese Art after 1945 surveys the development of art in Japan since WWII. The original Japanese
work, which has become essential reading for those with an interest in modern and contemporary
Japanese art and is a foundational resource for students and researchers, spans a period of 150
years, from the 1850s to the 2010s. Each chapter is dedicated to a specific period and written by a
specialist. The English edition first discusses the formation and evolution of Japanese contemporary
art from 1945 to the late 1970s, subsequently deals with the rise of the fine-art museum from the
late 1970s to the 1990s, and concludes with an overview of contemporary Japanese art dating from
the 1990s to the 2010s. These three parts are preceded by a new introduction that contextualizes
both the original Japanese and the English editions and introduces the reader to the emergence of
the concept of art (bijutsu) in modern Japan. This English-language edition provides valuable reading
material that offers a deeper insight into contemporary Japanese art. With an introduction by Kajiya
Kenji. Contributors: Kitazawa Noriaki (editor), Mori Hitoshi (editor), Sato Doushin (editor), Tom Kain
(translation editor), Alice Kiwako Ashiwa (translator), Kenneth Masaki Shima (translator), Ariel
Acosta (translator), and Sara Sumpter (translator) Translated from the original Japanese edition
published with Tokyo Bijutsu, 2014 In cooperation with Art Platform Japan / The Agency for Cultural
Affairs, Government of Japan Art Platform Japan is an initiative by the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
Government of Japan, to maintain the sustainable development of the contemporary art scene in
Japan.
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