
montessori and natural development
montessori and natural development form the cornerstone of a progressive
educational philosophy that emphasizes the inherent potential of each child. This approach
nurtures a child’s innate curiosity and promotes learning through exploration, autonomy,
and hands-on experiences. Rooted in Dr. Maria Montessori’s observations, the Montessori
method aligns closely with natural development stages, supporting cognitive, social,
emotional, and physical growth. Understanding how Montessori education integrates with
natural developmental processes helps educators and parents facilitate environments that
respect individual rhythms and encourage meaningful learning. This article explores the
fundamental principles of Montessori and natural development, the role of the prepared
environment, the significance of sensitive periods, and how this approach fosters holistic
growth in children. The discussion also highlights practical applications and benefits,
providing a comprehensive overview of this influential educational framework.
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The Principles of Montessori and Natural
Development
The principles of Montessori and natural development are deeply intertwined, focusing on
honoring the child’s innate drive to learn and grow. Montessori education is built on the
premise that children develop naturally if provided with the right conditions and stimuli.
This educational philosophy prioritizes self-directed activity, hands-on learning, and
collaborative play.

Natural development refers to the sequence of physical, cognitive, social, and emotional
changes that occur as a child matures. The Montessori method respects these stages,
allowing children to progress at their own pace without undue pressure or artificial
constraints. This respect for the child’s natural rhythms creates an environment conducive
to deep, meaningful learning experiences.

Key Montessori Principles Aligned with Natural
Development
Several core Montessori principles closely align with natural developmental processes:



Respect for the Child: Recognizing each child as an individual with unique needs
and timing.

Autoeducation: Encouraging children to educate themselves through exploration
and discovery.

Prepared Environment: Designing spaces that support independent learning and
freedom within limits.

Observation: Teachers act as guides, observing and responding to children’s
developmental cues.

Freedom within Structure: Allowing children choice and autonomy within a
carefully structured framework.

The Prepared Environment and Its Role
The prepared environment is a fundamental aspect of Montessori education that directly
supports natural development. This environment is thoughtfully arranged to facilitate
independent learning, exploration, and interaction with age-appropriate materials. It is
designed to meet the developmental needs of children at various stages.

Characteristics of the Prepared Environment
The environment is intentionally organized to foster concentration, coordination, and a
sense of order. Key characteristics include:

Accessibility: Materials and activities are within reach and tailored to the child’s
size and abilities.

Orderliness: A structured layout promotes clarity and reduces distractions, aiding
focus.

Natural Materials: Use of wood, metal, and other natural elements connects
children with the real world.

Freedom of Movement: Children can move freely, supporting physical development
and independence.

Minimal Adult Intervention: Educators observe and guide subtly, allowing
children to lead their learning.

This environment not only supports cognitive development but also nurtures emotional
and social growth by promoting responsibility, cooperation, and respect for others.



Sensitive Periods in Child Development
Sensitive periods are critical windows in natural development during which children are
particularly receptive to certain types of learning. The Montessori method leverages these
periods by providing targeted materials and activities that align with these heightened
sensitivities.

Identifying and Supporting Sensitive Periods
Children pass through sensitive periods for language acquisition, order, movement,
sensory refinement, and social interaction, among others. Understanding and supporting
these phases is essential in Montessori education:

Language: Between birth and six years, children absorb language effortlessly,
making early exposure vital.

Order: Young children seek consistency and routine, which helps develop a sense of
security.

Movement: Gross and fine motor skills develop rapidly, necessitating activities that
encourage coordination.

Senses: Sensory materials help refine perception and cognitive skills.

Social Skills: Interaction with peers is crucial for developing empathy and
cooperation.

The Montessori approach ensures that the learning environment and curriculum are
responsive to these sensitive periods, facilitating natural development and maximizing
learning potential.

Holistic Growth Through Montessori Education
Montessori education embraces a holistic approach, recognizing that natural development
encompasses physical, cognitive, emotional, and social dimensions. By addressing all these
areas, Montessori supports well-rounded growth that prepares children not only
academically but also for life.

Physical Development
Montessori activities promote fine and gross motor skills through practical life exercises
and manipulative materials. Children develop coordination, balance, and dexterity in an
environment that respects their developmental timeline.

Cognitive Development
The Montessori curriculum encourages problem-solving, critical thinking, and creativity by



engaging children with hands-on, self-correcting materials. This nurtures intrinsic
motivation and fosters deep understanding rather than rote memorization.

Emotional and Social Development
Through collaborative activities and community involvement, children develop empathy,
self-regulation, and interpersonal skills. The Montessori environment cultivates respect for
self and others, essential components of emotional intelligence.

Practical Applications and Benefits
Implementing Montessori principles in alignment with natural development has numerous
practical applications and benefits for children, educators, and families.

Applications in Educational Settings
Montessori classrooms are structured to facilitate self-paced learning, with teachers
serving as facilitators rather than traditional instructors. Materials are organized in a
manner that encourages exploration and mastery. Schools often incorporate outdoor
activities and nature-based learning to further support natural development.

Benefits for Children
Children educated under the Montessori method experience:

Increased independence and confidence through self-directed activities.1.

Enhanced concentration and focus due to a calm, orderly environment.2.

Improved social skills from cooperative learning and respect for diversity.3.

Strong foundational skills in language, math, and sensory processing.4.

Lifelong love of learning fostered by intrinsic motivation and curiosity.5.

These benefits contribute to children’s success both within and beyond academic settings,
supporting their natural development into well-rounded individuals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Montessori education and how does it relate to
natural development?
Montessori education is a child-centered educational approach developed by Dr. Maria



Montessori that emphasizes hands-on, self-directed learning. It aligns with natural
development by allowing children to learn at their own pace, following their innate
curiosity and developmental stages.

How does Montessori support a child's natural
development?
Montessori supports natural development by providing a prepared environment with
materials that encourage exploration and independence, catering to sensitive periods in a
child’s growth and fostering cognitive, emotional, social, and physical skills in alignment
with their natural progression.

What role does the environment play in Montessori and
natural development?
In Montessori education, the environment is carefully designed to be orderly, accessible,
and stimulating, enabling children to engage freely with materials that promote learning
and development naturally, supporting autonomy and self-discipline.

How are Montessori materials designed to facilitate
natural development?
Montessori materials are concrete, self-correcting, and purposeful, helping children learn
concepts through hands-on experience, which aligns with their natural developmental
stages and encourages sensory exploration and problem-solving.

Can Montessori education be adapted to different
natural developmental stages?
Yes, Montessori education is flexible and respects individual developmental timelines, with
materials and activities tailored to different age groups and sensitive periods, ensuring
each child’s unique natural development is supported.

What is the importance of freedom within limits in
Montessori in relation to natural development?
Freedom within limits allows children to make choices and learn independently while
maintaining a structured environment, promoting natural development by fostering
autonomy, decision-making skills, and self-regulation.

How does Montessori address emotional development
through natural development principles?
Montessori encourages emotional development by fostering independence, respect, and
social interaction, allowing children to understand and manage their emotions naturally as
they engage in purposeful activities and collaborative learning.



Why is observation important in Montessori for
supporting natural development?
Observation is crucial in Montessori to understand each child's developmental needs and
interests, enabling educators to tailor the environment and activities to support the child's
natural growth and learning process effectively.

Additional Resources
1. The Montessori Method by Maria Montessori
This foundational book by Maria Montessori outlines the principles and practices of the
Montessori educational approach. It emphasizes child-led learning, hands-on activities,
and fostering independence. The book explores how natural development drives learning
and how prepared environments support this process.

2. Montessori from the Start: The Child at Home, from Birth to Age Three by Paula Polk
Lillard and Lynn Lillard Jessen
Focusing on the earliest years, this book guides parents and educators on applying
Montessori principles at home. It highlights the importance of observing and respecting a
child’s natural developmental stages from birth through toddlerhood. Practical advice
helps nurture independence and curiosity in everyday settings.

3. The Absorbent Mind by Maria Montessori
In this insightful work, Montessori delves into the unique way children absorb information
effortlessly during early childhood. She discusses how natural development shapes the
mind’s ability to learn language, social skills, and motor functions. The book provides a
philosophical and practical framework for supporting this critical period.

4. Natural Learning for a Free Life: The Montessori Approach to Education by Tim Seldin
Tim Seldin explores how Montessori education aligns with children’s natural tendencies to
explore and learn freely. The book emphasizes creating environments that foster intrinsic
motivation and respect for the child’s individual pace. It offers guidance for educators and
parents committed to natural developmental processes.

5. Montessori Today: A Comprehensive Approach to Education from Birth to Adulthood by
Paula Polk Lillard
This comprehensive guide covers the full spectrum of Montessori education, emphasizing
continuity from infancy through adolescence. It explains how the Montessori method
respects and nurtures natural development over time. Rich with examples, it shows how to
create supportive environments at every stage.

6. The Child, Society and the World: Montessori and Social Development by Maren
Schmidt
This book explores the interplay between a child’s natural development and their social
environment through a Montessori lens. It highlights how Montessori education fosters
social responsibility and global awareness. Readers gain insight into nurturing
compassionate, confident learners.

7. Montessori and Natural Development: A Guide for Parents and Educators by Sally



Goddard Blythe
Sally Goddard Blythe combines Montessori philosophy with developmental neuroscience
to explain how natural development unfolds. The book offers practical strategies to
support motor, cognitive, and emotional growth in young children. It’s a valuable resource
for those wanting to align Montessori methods with developmental science.

8. Montessori: The Science Behind the Genius by Angeline Stoll Lillard
Lillard presents research supporting the effectiveness of Montessori education, linking it
to natural developmental processes. The book examines how Montessori environments
promote executive function, creativity, and social skills. It bridges scientific evidence with
Montessori principles in an accessible way.

9. Child of the World: Montessori, Global Education for Age 3-12 by Susan Mayclin
Stephenson
This book emphasizes Montessori’s approach to integrating cultural awareness and
natural development. It guides educators in fostering respect for diversity and the natural
world as part of holistic child development. The text is rich with activities and ideas to
connect children to their global community.
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  montessori and natural development: Good and Evil Perspectives to Know D. G. Reagle,
2025-04-11 In writing this book, I set out with two main goals: to create an accessible resource for
anyone curious about life’s big questions, and to satisfy my own quest for answers. While I often find
the answers I seek, they frequently lead to more questions—especially on the nature of good and
evil. This concept has long intrigued me, and for many, it’s a central question about God. Over the
past forty years, I’ve explored these questions across the globe and contemplating the universe’s
mysteries. While my conclusions may not resonate with everyone, I hope to guide readers in finding
answers that bring them peace. Understanding good and evil can be deeply personal, and I believe
there’s no single “right” answer—what matters is discovering a perspective that aligns with your
beliefs. Various perspectives on good and evil emerge from religion, philosophy, and influential
thinkers, each offering unique insights. Some overlap, while others diverge significantly. I invite you
to consider questions like: What defines good and evil for you? Are they universal or culturally
specific? Is there a moral foundation, and, if so, whose morals are they? These reflections can
encourage deeper exploration and build empathy.
  montessori and natural development: Understanding Multiage Education Sandra J.
Stone, Kathleen G. Burriss, 2019-04-30 Presenting a compelling case for changing our system of
education from a graded, curriculum-centered approach to a multiage, child-centered approach,
Understanding Multiage Education is a comprehensive exploration of the philosophy and
foundations of multiage education. Veteran educators Stone and Burriss examine the why of
multiage education, exploring how multiage classrooms' structure, environment, strategies, and
assessments unfold and complement the multiage philosophy and pedagogy. Delineating the
differences between a standard and a mixed-age approach, each chapter features Inside Insights,
short vignettes, case studies, examples of multiage in practice and discussion questions challenging
readers to engage with the core concepts and examine how we might define success in a multiage
classroom. Designed for graduate-level students of early childhood, elementary, and general
education courses, as well as experienced practitioners, this is an essential guide for anyone
interested in understanding the rationale, implementation, and benefits of multiage education.
  montessori and natural development: Philosophy of Education in Action David W.
Nicholson, 2016-01-13 Philosophy of Education in Action is an innovative, inquiry-based introductory
text that invites readers to study philosophy of education through the lens of their own observations
and experiences. Structured according to a Wonder Model of Inquiry, each chapter begins by posing
a fundamental What if question about curriculum, pedagogy, and the role of the school before
investigating the various philosophical perspectives that guide and influence educational practices.
Classroom vignettes and examples of actual schools and educational programs help to ground
philosophical perspectives in real-world scenarios, while the book’s unique inquiry-based approach
leads students to both think critically about philosophical questions and apply the concepts to their
own teaching. Features of the text include: What if questions that structure each chapter to pique
students' curiosity, stimulate creativity, and promote critical thinking. Authentic classroom vignettes
that encourage students to analyze what it means to do philosophy and to reflect upon their own
practices, examine their role in the educational process, and articulate their own philosophical
beliefs. A concluding section asking readers to imagine and design their own hypothetical school or
classroom as a project-based means of analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating the different
philosophies discussed. Accessible and thought-provoking, Philosophy of Education in Action
provides a dynamic learning experience for readers to understand and apply philosophy in
educational practice.
  montessori and natural development: Journals of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd,
2003-2008 Mary Fox, 2009
  montessori and natural development: Italian Americans Eric Martone, 2016-12-12 The entire
Italian American experience—from America's earliest days through the present—is now available in
a single volume. This wide-ranging work relates the entire saga of the Italian-American experience
from immigration through assimilation to achievement. The book highlights the enormous



contributions that Italian Americans—the fourth largest European ethnic group in the United
States—have made to the professions, politics, academy, arts, and popular culture of America. Going
beyond familiar names and stories, it also captures the essence of everyday life for Italian Americans
as they established communities and interacted with other ethnic groups. In this single volume,
readers will be able to explore why Italians came to America, where they settled, and how their
distinctive identity was formed. A diverse array of entries that highlight the breadth of this
experience, as well as the multitude of ways in which Italian Americans have influenced U.S. history
and culture, are presented in five thematic sections. Featured primary documents range from a 1493
letter from Christopher Columbus announcing his discovery to excerpts from President Barack
Obama's 2011 speech to the National Italian American Foundation. Readers will come away from
this book with a broader understanding of and greater appreciation for Italian Americans'
contributions to the United States.
  montessori and natural development: The Psychology Book , 2014-02-06 The Psychology
Book clearly and simply explains more than one hundred groundbreaking ideas of the great
scientists and thinkers who contributed to the development of psychological thought. Using
easy-to-follow graphics and artworks, succinct quotations, and thoroughly accessible text, The
Psychology Book makes abstract concepts concrete. The Psychology Book includes innovative ideas
from ancient and medieval thinkers ranging from Galen and Rene Descartes to the leaders of
psychotherapy, such as Sigmund Freud and Abraham Maslow. The voices that continue to shape
modern psychology, from Nico Fridja to David Rosenhan, are also included, giving anyone with an
interest in psychology an essential resource to psychological thinking and history. The Psychology
Book includes: - More than 100 key ideas and principles in psychology, from antiquity to present day
- Brief biographies and context boxes to give the full historical context of each idea - A reference
section with a glossary of psychological terms and a directory of psychology's great thinkers The
clear and concise summaries, graphics, and quotations in The Psychology Book will help even the
complete novice understand the fascinating world of psychological thought.
  montessori and natural development: First Lessons in Geography James Monteith,
2019-11-20 In 'First Lessons in Geography,' James Monteith presents a meticulously crafted
educational text that bridges the complexities of geographic knowledge with accessible pedagogical
techniques. The book employs a clear and engaging narrative style, combining descriptive prose
with illustrative maps to enhance the learning experience. Contextually, it emerges from the
mid-19th century, a period marked by burgeoning interest in world cultures, and scientific
exploration, embodying the educational reform movements that sought to make geography a
fundamental part of the curriculum for young learners. James Monteith, an influential educator and
geographer, was driven by a commitment to elevating the standards of education during a
transformative era in American schooling. His experiences as a teacher informed his approach to
presenting geographic concepts in a digestible format, aiming to ignite curiosity and foster a deeper
understanding of the world among students. Monteith's dedication to educational improvement is
evident through the structured layout and engaging content of the book. I highly recommend 'First
Lessons in Geography' not only for its historical significance but for its effective teaching strategies
applicable today. This work is indispensable for educators looking to enrich their geographic
curriculum, as well as for anyone seeking to appreciate the evolution of geographical education.
  montessori and natural development: The New Education Scott Nearing, 2021-04-24 In The
New Education, Scott Nearing presents a transformative vision of education that challenges the
conventional paradigms of early 20th-century schooling. Utilizing a blend of personal narrative,
educational theory, and practical insights, Nearing argues for an education rooted in experiential
learning and social relevance, favoring holistic development over rote memorization. This work
reflects the progressive educational movements of its time, advocating for a curriculum that
prepares individuals not just for jobs, but for meaningful participation in democratic society.
Nearing'Äôs clear prose and passionate arguments aim to provoke thought and inspire action among
educators and reformers alike. Scott Nearing, a key figure in the Progressive Era, was deeply



influenced by his experiences as a lifelong educator and social activist. His commitment to social
justice, egalitarian principles, and sustainable living is evident throughout his oeuvre, enhancing the
credibility of his educational philosophies. Nearing'Äôs alignment with the disciplines of economics
and sociology adds a multidisciplinary approach to his ideas, reflecting his belief that education
must serve broader societal needs. This book is highly recommended for educators, policymakers,
and anyone interested in innovative approaches to learning and teaching. The New Education not
only informs but also uplifts, encouraging readers to envision a more equitable and impactful
educational system.
  montessori and natural development: PHILOSOPHICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL BASES OF
EDUCATION, SECOND EDITION RAVI, S. SAMUEL, 2021-01-01 Education and philosophy go
hand-in-hand. It is through the power of knowledge, our philosophers laid a foundation of
educational theories, and set a stepping stone for the modern day education system and educational
institutions. This book gives a comprehensive account of the fundamental theories laid by the
philosophers, and the society's role in shaping them up. The special feature of the book is that it
teaches and explains more than what an ordinary teacher does in a limited time. It stresses on the
understanding and practice of the concepts learnt rather than mere memorisation. NEW TO THE
SECOND EDITION Now, the book comprises 40 chapters, out of which 15 have been newly
introduced and are tactically placed under the three units of the book. • Unit 1: Philosophy and
Education - Realism, Humanism, Awakenism, Existentialism, Education for 21st century, Indian
Philosophy and Education, Philosophy and Branches of Knowledge • Unit 2: Eastern and Western
Philosophers - Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Jiddu Krishnamurty, Pestalozzi, Maria Montessori • Unit 3:
Education and Society - Education for Peace, Education for New Social Order, Education for Human
Rights and Education for Modernisation Primarily designed for the undergraduate and postgraduate
students of education, the book is equally beneficial for the teaching faculties, trainees, research
scholars and those who are preparing for competitive examinations in education. TARGET
AUDIENCE • B Ed/ BA (Education) • M Ed/MA (Education) • M Phil (Education) • PhD (Education)
  montessori and natural development: Sociology of Education James Ainsworth, 2013-04-11
The sociology of education is a rich interdisciplinary field that studies schools as their own social
world as well as their place within the larger society. The field draws contributions from education,
sociology, human development, family studies, economics, politics and public policy. Sociology of
Education: An A-to-Z Guide introduces students to the social constructions of our educational
systems and their many players, including students and their peers, teachers, parents, the broader
community, politicians and policy makers. The roles of schools, the social processes governing
schooling, and impacts on society are all critically explored. Despite an abundance of textbooks and
specialized monographs, there are few up-to-date reference works in this area. Features & Benefits:
335 signed entries fill 2 volumes in print and electronic formats, providing the most comprehensive
reference resource available on this topic. Cross-References and Suggestions for Further Reading
guide readers to additional resources. A thematic Reader's Guide groups related articles by broad
topic areas as one handy search feature on the e-Reference platform, which also includes a
comprehensive index of search terms, facilitating ease of use by both on-campus students and
distance learners. A Chronology provides students with historical perspective on the sociology of
education.
  montessori and natural development: Theories and Approaches to Learning in the Early
Years Linda Miller, Linda Pound, 2010-12-10 By focusing on key figures in early years education and
care, this book considers the influential thinkers and ground-breaking approaches that have
revolutionized practice. With contributions from leading authorities in the field, chapters provide an
explanation of the approach, an analysis of the theoretical background, case studies, questions and
discussion points to facilitate critical thinking. Included are chapters on: - Froebel - Psychoanalytical
theories - Maria Montessori - Steiner Waldorf education - High/Scope - Post-modern and
post-structuralist perspectives - Forest Schools - Vivian Gussin Paley - Te Whatilderiki Written in an
accessible style and relevant to all levels of early years courses, the book has staggered levels of



Further Reading that encourage reflection and promotes progression. Linda Miller is Professor
Emeritus of Early Years, The Open University Linda Pound is a consultant and author, renowned for
her work in early years education and care.
  montessori and natural development: Nature Preschools and Forest Kindergartens David
Sobel, 2015-12-01 Everything you need to get started and succeed in a nature preschool or forest
kindergarten.
  montessori and natural development: THE BRAIN OF CHILDREN Paoletti, 2024-09-27 The
brain of a child is a fascinating, ever-expanding universe, a place where every experience, every
word, and every gesture leaves an indelible mark, contributing to the formation of the person they
will become. During childhood, the brain develops at an extraordinary pace, shaped by external and
internal stimuli that mold thought, emotions, and behavior. Understanding how this complex organ
functions in the early years of life not only allows us to appreciate the miracle of human growth, but
also provides valuable insights into how we can help children reach their full potential. In this book,
we will explore the child's brain, uncovering the mysteries of how it learns, interacts with the world,
and adapts to life's challenges. We will delve into the neurological mechanisms underlying language
acquisition, emotional development, behavioral control, and memory formation. Through the latest
discoveries in neuroscience and child psychology, we will discover how the environment,
relationships, and education critically influence brain development in the early years of life.
  montessori and natural development: Gender Un/Bound Susanne Gannon, Ampersand
Pasley, Jayne Osgood, 2024-12-11 This collection is focused on the possibilities for unbinding people
from gendered expectations in and around educational spaces, and accounts for the ways gender is
reconstituted in and through education. This book presents a broad interpretation of gender, of what
education might mean, and where educational experiences manifest. It explores more conventional
schooling spaces to communally generated inclusive spaces, families and marginalised sites where
gender is realised and contested. Alongside more familiar framings, the book incorporates decolonial
and Indigenous contestations, theoretical innovations and methodological experiments that pry open
the ways that gender binds and limits individuals. The chapters are organised in smaller conceptual
clusters, offering multiple and overlapping reading paths according to the interests of the reader. A
mapping of clusters and potential reading paths is included at the opening of the book, designed for
instructors to expand course content. Written to enrich reading for preservice teacher education
students and to challenge researchers, postgraduate and doctoral candidates, this book provides
essential new perspectives on gender, education and the various ways in which they are un/bound
together and apart.
  montessori and natural development: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary Early
Childhood Education Donna Couchenour, J. Kent Chrisman, 2016-03-15 The general public often
views early childhood education as either simply babysitting or as preparation for later learning. Of
course, both viewpoints are simplistic. Deep understanding of child development, best educational
practices based on development, emergent curriculum, cultural competence and applications of
family systems are necessary for high-quality early education. Highly effective early childhood
education is rare in that it requires collaboration and transitions among a variety of systems for
children from birth through eight years of age. The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary Early
Childhood Education presents in three comprehensive volumes advanced research, accurate
practical applications of research, historical foundations and key facts from the field of
contemporary early childhood education. Through approximately 425 entries, this work includes all
areas of child development – physical, cognitive, language, social, emotional, aesthetic – as well as
comprehensive review of best educational practices with young children, effective preparation for
early childhood professionals and policy making practices, and addresses such questions as: · How is
the field of early childhood education defined? · What are the roots of this field of study? · How is the
history of early childhood education similar to yet different from the study of public education? ·
What are the major influences on understandings of best practices in early childhood education?
  montessori and natural development: A Handbook of American Private Schools , 1923



  montessori and natural development: Journals of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
2019-2023 The United States Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 2024-07-30 A
compilation of the annual Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Journal with indexes for easy reference.
The annual Journal includes art and prayers from children in the atria and reflections by catechists
on developments and themes relevant to the work. The overarching theme of this compilation, which
spans the years 2019–2023, is the Montessori foundations of CGS. Each year, the United States
Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd produces a journal for members and catechists,
a publication that focuses on the religious life of the child and the essentials of the Christian faith.
The Journal’s mission is to provide those concerned with children’s theological education a reflective
resource for ongoing formation with serious scholarship to support their work with children. In
continuing to learn what the child has to teach adults about God, the Journal chooses themes
centered on children’s innate spirituality and religious development as described in the work of
Maria Montessori, Sofia Cavalletti, and Gianna Gobbi. The theological artwork, prayers, and
observations of children in the atrium are vital. Of particular interest are works of the child that
show the synthesis of themes presented in the atrium.
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