
merrick garland supreme court

merrick garland supreme court has been a topic of significant discussion and
interest in American legal and political circles. Merrick Garland, a
distinguished jurist, was nominated to the United States Supreme Court in
2016, a nomination that became one of the most contentious in recent history.
His extensive judicial career, legal philosophy, and the political dynamics
surrounding his nomination have shaped public and scholarly discourse on the
Supreme Court’s evolution. Understanding Merrick Garland’s role and potential
impact on the Supreme Court involves examining his background, the nomination
process, and the broader implications for the judiciary. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of Merrick Garland and the Supreme Court,
highlighting key aspects such as his professional history, nomination
controversy, judicial philosophy, and future prospects within the highest
court of the United States.
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Merrick Garland’s Judicial Background

Merrick Garland has had a distinguished career in the American judiciary,
marked by decades of legal experience and service. Before his Supreme Court
nomination, Garland served as a judge on the United States Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia Circuit, often regarded as the second most
powerful court in the country. His tenure on this court showcased his
expertise in administrative law, constitutional cases, and complex federal
litigation.

Early Career and Education

Garland’s legal journey began with an impressive academic record. He
graduated from Harvard College and Harvard Law School, where he was an editor
of the Harvard Law Review. Following law school, Garland clerked for Judge
Henry J. Friendly of the U.S. Court of Appeals and later for Supreme Court



Justice William J. Brennan Jr., experiences that significantly shaped his
judicial perspective.

Federal Prosecutor and Judicial Appointment

Prior to his appointment to the D.C. Circuit, Garland served as a federal
prosecutor, gaining a reputation for integrity and effectiveness. His
appointment to the D.C. Circuit came in 1997, where he earned bipartisan
respect for his methodical and balanced rulings. Garland’s reputation as a
moderate and pragmatic judge has been a defining feature of his judicial
career.

The 2016 Supreme Court Nomination

Merrick Garland’s nomination to the Supreme Court in 2016 followed the death
of Justice Antonin Scalia, creating a vacancy on the nation’s highest court.
President Barack Obama nominated Garland to fill this seat, selecting a
candidate with a strong judicial record and centrist views. However, the
Senate, controlled by the opposing party, refused to hold hearings or a vote
on his nomination, leading to a historic standoff.

Nomination Announcement and Senate Response

The nomination was announced on March 16, 2016, with the expectation that
Garland would receive a fair confirmation process. Contrary to precedent,
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell declared that the Senate would not
consider the nomination, arguing that the next president should fill the
vacancy. This unprecedented blockade left the seat open for over a year.

Impact on the Supreme Court’s Composition

The refusal to confirm Garland had lasting effects on the Supreme Court’s
composition. The seat eventually was filled by Justice Neil Gorsuch,
nominated by President Donald Trump, shifting the ideological balance of the
court. Garland’s stalled nomination remains a pivotal moment in the
politicization of Supreme Court appointments.

Legal Philosophy and Judicial Approach



Merrick Garland is widely recognized for his centrist and pragmatic approach
to the law. His judicial philosophy is characterized by careful consideration
of precedent, respect for the rule of law, and a reluctance to engage in
judicial activism. Garland’s decisions often emphasize legal reasoning over
ideological outcomes.

Commitment to Precedent

Garland has consistently demonstrated a strong commitment to stare decisis,
the principle of respecting precedent. This approach suggests that, as a
Supreme Court justice, he would prioritize stability and continuity in the
law, avoiding radical shifts in legal interpretation unless firmly justified
by compelling reasons.

Moderation and Bipartisanship

Throughout his judicial career, Garland has been known for earning the
respect of both Republican and Democratic lawmakers. His moderate judgments
and avoidance of polarizing opinions position him as a consensus-building
figure, potentially bridging divides within the Court.

Political Implications of Garland’s Nomination

The political controversy surrounding Merrick Garland’s Supreme Court
nomination underscored the increasing partisanship in judicial appointments.
The Senate’s unprecedented refusal to consider his nomination highlighted the
strategic importance attached to Supreme Court vacancies and their long-term
impact on American law and society.

Senate’s Role in Confirmation

The Senate’s constitutional role in providing advice and consent was tested
during Garland’s nomination. The decision to delay hearings set a new
standard for political maneuvering, influencing how future nominations have
been handled. This incident demonstrates the deep entanglement of politics
and judicial appointments in the United States.

Public and Political Reactions



Garland’s nomination sparked wide-ranging reactions from the public, legal
experts, and politicians. Supporters viewed him as a fair-minded jurist
deserving of confirmation, while opponents argued for delaying the
appointment until after the presidential election. The debate reflected
broader national divisions over the Supreme Court’s direction.

Potential Impact on the Supreme Court

Had Merrick Garland been confirmed to the Supreme Court, his presence would
have influenced the Court’s decisions and ideological balance. His moderate
judicial philosophy suggested a potential for nuanced rulings on contentious
issues, affecting areas such as administrative law, civil rights, and
constitutional interpretation.

Areas of Influence

Garland’s expertise in administrative law and constitutional matters would
have been particularly impactful. His cautious approach might have tempered
more ideologically driven decisions, fostering a measured legal discourse
within the Court.

Legacy and Ongoing Influence

Even without confirmation, Merrick Garland’s nomination has left a lasting
mark on the Supreme Court nomination process and judicial politics. His legal
philosophy continues to be cited in discussions about the Court’s future, and
his career remains a model of judicial professionalism and restraint.

Summary of Key Points

Garland’s extensive judicial background includes service on the
influential D.C. Circuit Court.

The 2016 nomination was historically blocked by the Senate, altering the
Court’s composition.

His judicial philosophy emphasizes precedent, moderation, and careful
legal analysis.

The political controversy highlighted increasing partisanship in Supreme
Court appointments.



Garland’s potential impact would have brought a centrist and pragmatic
voice to the Court.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Merrick Garland in relation to the Supreme
Court?
Merrick Garland is not a Supreme Court Justice; he is the U.S. Attorney
General, appointed by President Joe Biden in 2021.

Has Merrick Garland ever served as a Supreme Court
Justice?
No, Merrick Garland has never served as a Supreme Court Justice; he is a
federal judge and currently the Attorney General.

What is Merrick Garland's connection to the Supreme
Court nomination process?
Merrick Garland was nominated by President Barack Obama in 2016 to the
Supreme Court, but the Senate, controlled by Republicans, refused to hold
hearings or a vote on his nomination.

Why was Merrick Garland's Supreme Court nomination
controversial?
The controversy stemmed from the Senate's refusal to consider Garland's
nomination in 2016, arguing that the next president should fill the vacancy
during an election year, which was unprecedented.

What impact did Merrick Garland's Supreme Court
nomination deadlock have?
The deadlock delayed filling the Supreme Court vacancy, leading to the
nomination and confirmation of Justice Neil Gorsuch by President Donald Trump
after the 2016 election.

Is Merrick Garland currently involved with the
Supreme Court?
While Merrick Garland is not a Supreme Court Justice, as Attorney General, he
oversees the Department of Justice, which may be involved in cases that reach



the Supreme Court.

What is Merrick Garland's judicial background before
becoming Attorney General?
Before becoming Attorney General, Merrick Garland served as Chief Judge of
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, a highly influential federal
appellate court.

How did Merrick Garland's Supreme Court nomination
affect political dynamics?
Garland's stalled nomination intensified partisan divisions over Supreme
Court appointments and contributed to ongoing debates about Senate rules and
the politicization of the Court.

Could Merrick Garland be nominated to the Supreme
Court again?
While there is no current indication, it is theoretically possible for
Merrick Garland to be nominated to the Supreme Court again if a vacancy
arises and a president chooses to nominate him.

Additional Resources
1. Merrick Garland and the Supreme Court: A Judicial Journey
This book explores the life and career of Merrick Garland, focusing on his
path to becoming a pivotal figure in the U.S. judiciary. It provides detailed
insights into his judicial philosophy and the landmark cases he has presided
over. Readers gain an understanding of how Garland’s role shapes the Supreme
Court and American law.

2. The Garland Nomination: Politics and the Supreme Court
An in-depth analysis of Merrick Garland’s 2016 Supreme Court nomination and
the political controversies surrounding it. The book examines the Senate's
refusal to hold hearings and the implications for the balance of the Court.
It offers a comprehensive look at the intersection of law, politics, and the
judiciary.

3. Justice in Waiting: Merrick Garland’s Supreme Court Legacy
This work chronicles Garland’s years on the U.S. Court of Appeals and his
influence on federal jurisprudence. It delves into his legal decisions and
the enduring impact he may have had on the Supreme Court’s direction. The
narrative also reflects on his potential future contributions to the highest
court.

4. Supreme Court Battles: The Garland Episode



Focusing on the contentious political battle over Garland’s Supreme Court
appointment, this book details the strategic maneuvers by various political
actors. It frames the episode within the broader context of Supreme Court
nominations and their significance in American governance. The book provides
a critical look at how the Court’s composition can be influenced by politics.

5. Merrick Garland’s Judicial Philosophy and the Supreme Court
This title offers a scholarly examination of Garland’s approach to
constitutional interpretation and his judicial reasoning. It discusses his
commitment to precedent, judicial restraint, and the rule of law. The book is
essential for understanding how his philosophy fits within the Supreme
Court’s evolving landscape.

6. The Supreme Court Without Garland: Consequences and Controversies
Exploring the aftermath of the Senate’s decision not to confirm Garland, this
book discusses the broader consequences for the Supreme Court and American
politics. It analyzes how the vacancy and subsequent appointments have
shifted the Court’s ideological balance. The book also reflects on the long-
term effects on judicial appointments.

7. From Appeals to the Apex: Merrick Garland’s Road to the Supreme Court
This biography traces Garland’s career from his early days as a federal
prosecutor to his tenure on the Court of Appeals, and his eventual role as
Attorney General. The narrative highlights key moments that defined his
judicial career and his relationship with the Supreme Court. Readers gain
insight into the challenges and triumphs of a prominent legal figure.

8. The Politics of Supreme Court Nominations: The Garland Case Study
An analytical work focusing on the political dynamics and institutional
challenges during Garland’s nomination process. The book places his
experience within the broader history of Supreme Court nominations,
emphasizing partisanship and procedural strategies. It offers lessons on the
evolving nature of judicial appointments in the U.S.

9. Merrick Garland and the Future of the Supreme Court
This forward-looking book speculates on Garland’s potential influence on the
Supreme Court as Attorney General and beyond. It discusses how his legal
philosophy might affect future court decisions and the Justice Department’s
role. The book is a thoughtful exploration of Garland’s impact on the
judiciary and American legal policy.
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  merrick garland supreme court: Merrick Garland Carolyn Kreshner, 2016-03-16 Everyone is
curious about who the next Supreme Court Justice will be. Now that President Obama has
nominated Merrick Garland, this brief book will give you insight into the man who may just become
the next Supreme Court Justice.
  merrick garland supreme court: Judge Merrick Garland Collin Weber, 2016-12 On 16 March
2016, President Obama nominated Judge Merrick Garland of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit (D.C. Circuit) to fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court created by the
unexpected death of Justice Antonin Scalia in February. Judge Garland was appointed to the D.C.
Circuit by President Clinton in 1997, and is currently its chief judge, an administrative position that
rotates among the active judges on the circuit. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Garland
served in the Criminal Division of the U.S. Department of Justice, where he notably oversaw the
prosecution of the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing case, as well as other cases. It remains to be seen
whether or how the Senate might proceed in considering Judge Garlands nomination; however, the
nomination remains effective until it is withdrawn or this term of Congress ends, whichever occurs
first. This book provides an overview of Judge Garlands jurisprudence and discusses what the impact
on the Court might be if he, or a judge of a similar judicial approach, were to be confirmed to
succeed Justice Scalia.
  merrick garland supreme court: Merrick Garland's Nomination to the Supreme Court ,
2016
  merrick garland supreme court: The Justice of Contradictions Richard L. Hasen, 2018-03-20
“Superbly written, filled with brilliant insights . . . Both liberals and conservatives will see Scalia and
his legacy in a new and more illuminating light.” —Adam Winkler, author of Gunfight: The Battle
Over the Right to Bear Arms in America Engaging but caustic and openly ideological, Antonin Scalia
was among the most influential justices ever to serve on the United States Supreme Court. In this
fascinating new book, legal scholar Richard L. Hasen assesses Scalia’s complex legacy as a
conservative legal thinker and disruptive public intellectual. The left saw Scalia as an unscrupulous
foe who amplified his judicial role with scathing dissents and outrageous public comments. The right
viewed him as a rare principled justice committed to neutral tools of constitutional and statutory
interpretation. Hasen provides a more nuanced perspective, demonstrating how Scalia was crucial
to reshaping jurisprudence on issues from abortion to gun rights to separation of powers. A jumble
of contradictions, Scalia promised neutral tools to legitimize the Supreme Court, but his
jurisprudence and confrontational style moved the Court to the right, alienated potential allies, and
helped to delegitimize the institution he was trying to save. “Absorbing . . . [a] book that, at least for
this reader, shed new light on the law and how it is made, interpreted, and applied.” —Los Angeles
Review of Books
  merrick garland supreme court: Political Control of America's Courts Helena Silverstein,
2023-01-18 This volume explores the many ways in which politics shapes the allegedly nonpartisan
judicial system in America, ranging from how judges are selected to the bench to how they rule
when they get there. Each title in the Contemporary Debates series examines the veracity of
controversial claims or beliefs surrounding a major political/cultural issue in the United States. Each
book gives readers a clear and unbiased understanding of current high-interest issues by informing
them about falsehoods, half-truths, and misconceptions-and confirming the factual validity of other
assertions-that have gained traction in America's cultural and political discourse. This volume in the
series provides a deeply researched and even-handed account of the relationship between America's
judicial branch-which is supposed to view law through a nonpartisan lens-and the sometimes
poisonous partisanship that is such a notorious factor in the nation's other two branches of
government. Is political combat over judicial nominations worse than ever before? What impact is
the politicization of the courts having on public faith in the legitimacy of the courts and our wider
political system? Was former Supreme Court justice Sandra Day right when she asserted that
judicial independence is a bedrock principle of our court system, and we are losing it? This work will



provide insights into all these questions and more.
  merrick garland supreme court: The Gallup Poll Frank Newport, 2019-01-31 This work is
the only complete compilation of polls taken by the Gallup Organization, the world's most reliable
and widely quoted research firm, in calendar year 2016. It is an invaluable tool for ascertaining the
pulse of American public opinion as it evolves over the course of a given year, and—over
time—documents changing public perceptions of crucial political, economic, and societal issues. It is
a necessity for any social science research.
  merrick garland supreme court: You're Fired Paul Begala, 2020-08-04 Donald Trump
became famous bellowing, “You’re fired!” on TV in a make-believe boardroom. Now, millions of
Americans want to yell it right back at him—but Trump has seemed to almost defy the laws of
political physics. Paul Begala, one of America’s greatest political talents, lays out the strategy that
will defeat Trump and send him and his industrial-strength spray-on tan machine back to
Mar-a-Lago. In You’re Fired, Paul Begala tells us how Trump uses division to distract from the actual
reality of his record. Distraction, he argues, is Trump’s superpower. And this book is Kryptonite. In
it, the man who helped elect Bill Clinton and reelect Barack Obama, details: —The special weapons
and tactics needed in the unconventional war against this most unconventional politician —How to
drive a wedge—or, rather, a pickup truck—between Trump and many of his supporters, especially
blue-collar workers and farmers —Where the votes to defeat Trump will come from, and how the
Rising American Electorate can catch Trump flat-footed —How Democrats can run on issues ranging
from Coronavirus and healthcare to the economy, as well as climate change and Trump’s long-term
plan to dominate the federal judiciary —There is one chapter called simply, “This Chapter Will Beat
Trump.” Find out why Begala is so confident and what issue he says will sink the Trumptanic Full of
memorable advice and Begala’s trademark wit, You’re Fired focuses on the lessons we can learn
from the party’s successes and failures—and the crucial tools Democrats need to beat Trump.
  merrick garland supreme court: Harvard Law Review: Volume 131, Number 1 -
November 2017 Harvard Law Review, 2017-11-07 The November issue is the special annual review
of the U.S. Supreme Court's previous Term. Each year, the Supreme Court issue is introduced by
noteworthy and extensive contributions from recognized scholars. In this issue, for the 2016 Term,
articles include: • Foreword: 1930s Redux: The Administrative State Under Siege, by Gillian E.
Metzger • Essay: Unprecedented? Judicial Confirmation Battles and the Search for a Usable Past, by
Josh Chafetz • Comment: Churches, Playgrounds, Government Dollars — and Schools?, by Douglas
Laycock • Comment: Equality, Sovereignty, and the Family in Morales-Santana, by Kristin A. Collins
In addition, the first issue of each new volume provides an extensive summary of the important cases
of the previous Supreme Court docket, covering a wide range of legal, political, and constitutional
subjects. Student commentary is thus provided on eighteen of the Leading Cases of the 2016 Term,
including such subjects as racial gerrymandering, freedom of speech, regulatory takings, right to
effective counsel, equal protection, appellate jurisdiction, fair housing, immigration law, insider
trading, venue in patent cases, and remedies for constitutional violations. Complete statistical
graphs and tables of the Court's actions and results during the Term are included; these summaries
and statistics, including voting patterns of individual Justices, have long been considered very useful
to scholars of the Court in law and political science. Finally, the issue includes a linked Index of
Cases and citations for the discussed opinions. The Harvard Law Review is offered in a quality
digital edition, featuring active Contents, linked footnotes, active URLs, legible tables, and proper
ebook and Bluebook formatting. This current issue of the Review is November 2017, the first issue of
academic year 2017-2018 (Volume 131). The Review is a student-run organization whose primary
purpose is to publish a journal of legal scholarship. It comes out monthly from November through
June and has roughly 2500 pages per volume. Student editors make all editorial and organizational
decisions.
  merrick garland supreme court: Barack Obama Burton I. Kaufman, 2022-03-15 In this
insightful biography, Burton I. Kaufman explores how the political career of Barack Obama was
marked by conservative tendencies that frustrated his progressive supporters and gave the lie to



socialist fearmongering on the right. Obama's was a landmark presidency that paradoxically,
Kaufman shows, resulted in few, if any, radical shifts in policy. Following his election, President
Obama's supporters and detractors anticipated radical reform. As the first African American to serve
as president, he reached the White House on a campaign promise of change. But Kaufman finds in
Obama clear patterns of classical conservativism of an ideological sort and basic policy-making
pragmatism. His commitment to usher in a multiracial, multiethnic, and multicultural society was
fundamentally connected to opening up, but not radically altering, the existing free enterprise
system. The Affordable Care Act, arguably President Obama's greatest policy achievement, was a
distillation of his complex motivations for policy. More conservative than radical, the ACA fitted the
expansion of health insurance into the existing system. Similarly, in foreign policy, Obama eschewed
the use of force to affect regime change. Yet he kept boots on the ground in the Middle East and
supported ballot-box revolts geared toward achieving in foreign countries the same principles of
liberalism, free enterprise, and competition that existed in the United States. In estimating the
course and impact of Obama's full political life, Kaufman makes clear that both the desire for and
fear of change in the American polity affected the popular perception but not the course of action of
the forty-fourth US president.
  merrick garland supreme court: Historic Documents of 2016 Heather Kerrigan,
2017-06-22 Published annually since 1972, the Historic Documents series has made primary source
research easy by presenting excerpts from documents on the important events of each year for the
United States and the World. Each volume pairs 60 to 70 original background narratives with well
over 100 documents to chronicle the major events of the year, from official reports and surveys to
speeches from leaders and opinion makers, to court cases, legislation, testimony, and much more.
Historic Documents is renowned for the well-written and informative background, history, and
context it provides for each document. Organized chronologically, each volume covers the same
wide range of topics: business, the economy and labor; energy, environment, science, technology,
and transportation; government and politics; health and social services; international affairs;
national security and terrorism; and rights and justice. Each volume begins with an insightful essay
that sets the year’s events in context, and each document or group of documents is preceded by a
comprehensive introduction that provides background information on the event. Full-source
citations are provided. Readers have easy access to material through a detailed, thematic table of
contents, and each event includes references to related coverage and documents from the last ten
editions of the series.
  merrick garland supreme court: Trumping Obama Matt Margolis, 2019-07-30 The Presidency
of Barack Obama was characterized by radical policy shifts—the implementation of Obamacare (the
first steps toward socialized medicine); unprecedented expansion of the big government regulatory
state; the prioritization of pie-in-the-sky environmental concerns over jobs and economic growth; a
foreign policy based on secret dealings, appeasement, and “leading from behind”; and a concerted
effort to institutionalize political correctness in colleges, high schools, and even elementary schools
across the nation. But within the blink of an eye, nearly the entire Obama legacy has been undone
before the end of Donald Trump’s first term in office. This remarkable book details the scope of the
Trump upheaval, exploring the destructive path Obama set the nation toward, how Trump has begun
to right the ship…and how much more still needs to be done. Many of the Americans who voted for
Donald Trump did so simply to oppose the Clinton machine and to block a continuation of the Obama
era. They had little hope or expectation that Trump would make good on his promises to undo the
entire Obama agenda. This book not only details how Trump made good on those promises and
saved America from Obama's legacy, but also makes the case for why Trump deserves reelection in
2020.
  merrick garland supreme court: The Judicial Tug of War Adam Bonica, Maya Sen, 2021
Presents a novel theory explaining how and why politicians and lawyers politicise courts.
  merrick garland supreme court: After Obama Todd Shaw, Robert A Brown, Joseph P
McCormick II, 2021-02-16 Examines the complicated political legacy of our first black president



Written during the presidency of Donald Trump, After Obama examines the impact President Barack
Obama and his administration have continued to have upon African American politics. In this
comprehensive volume, Todd C. Shaw, Robert A. Brown, and Joseph P. McCormick II bring together
more than a dozen scholars to explore his complex legacy, including his successes, failures, and
contradictions. Contributors focus on a wide range of topics, including how President Obama
affected aspects of African American politics, how his public policies influenced the quality of Black
citizenship and life, and what future administrations can learn from his experiences. They also
examine the present-day significance of Donald Trump in relation to African American politics. A
timely and thorough work, After Obama provides the first examination of the Obama administration
in its entirety, and the lasting impact it has had on African American politics.
  merrick garland supreme court: Why We're Polarized Ezra Klein, 2020-01-28 ONE OF
BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS OF 2022 One of Bill Gates’s “5 books to read this summer,”
this New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller shows us that America’s political system isn’t
broken. The truth is scarier: it’s working exactly as designed. In this “superbly researched” (The
Washington Post) and timely book, journalist Ezra Klein reveals how that system is polarizing
us—and how we are polarizing it—with disastrous results. “The American political system—which
includes everyone from voters to journalists to the president—is full of rational actors making
rational decisions given the incentives they face,” writes political analyst Ezra Klein. “We are a
collection of functional parts whose efforts combine into a dysfunctional whole.” “A thoughtful, clear
and persuasive analysis” (The New York Times Book Review), Why We’re Polarized reveals the
structural and psychological forces behind America’s descent into division and dysfunction. Neither
a polemic nor a lament, this book offers a clear framework for understanding everything from
Trump’s rise to the Democratic Party’s leftward shift to the politicization of everyday culture.
America is polarized, first and foremost, by identity. Everyone engaged in American politics is
engaged, at some level, in identity politics. Over the past fifty years in America, our partisan
identities have merged with our racial, religious, geographic, ideological, and cultural identities.
These merged identities have attained a weight that is breaking much in our politics and tearing at
the bonds that hold this country together. Klein shows how and why American politics polarized
around identity in the 20th century, and what that polarization did to the way we see the world and
one another. And he traces the feedback loops between polarized political identities and polarized
political institutions that are driving our system toward crisis. “Well worth reading” (New York
magazine), this is an “eye-opening” (O, The Oprah Magazine) book that will change how you look at
politics—and perhaps at yourself.
  merrick garland supreme court: The Trump Administration Toby S. James, 2022-04-27 The
Trump presidency has been one of the most eventful and controversial in American history, with
consequences for the governance and policy of the US and beyond. While Trump left office claiming
a long list of ‘Trump Administration Accomplishments’, his time in office was also marked by a
hailstorm of criticism. But beyond the sensationalist tweets and news stories, what policy effects did
he bring? This volume provides an extensive and authoritative set of studies evaluating Donald
Trump’s impact on American society and beyond. It provides a new layered framework for assessing
the policy impact of leaders, which can be used for understanding presidential and prime ministerial
leadership more widely. Chapters explore his impact on American democracy, Congress, the
Supreme Court, the economy, the COVID-19 pandemic, the environment, American soft power, the
international system and more. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue
of the journal Policy Studies.
  merrick garland supreme court: The Positive Second Amendment Joseph Blocher, Darrell
A.H. Miller, 2018-09-13 Provides the first comprehensive post-Heller account of the Second
Amendment as constitutional law - dispelling many myths along the way.
  merrick garland supreme court: Obama v. Trump Harrington Clodagh Harrington,
2020-09-21 Examines how Trump's election as President signals a rollback of the Obama
yearsEstablishes what can be regarded as Obama's legacy, in both domestic and foreign policy



Investigates how far the Trump administration (up to the 2018 mid-terms) undoes Obama's legacy
legacyFocuses on meaningful shifts in presidential priorities, policy changes, and the imprint of
presidential leadershipCase studies on specific policy areas where presidential 'undoing' has had a
significant impact or has been thwarted, such as health care reform and immigration policyIn 2008,
in what seemed a seminal moment for the country's politics, the United States elected an African
American as President. Yet, eight years later, in the form of Donald Trump, the nation put in office a
man who was the very antithesis of his predecessor. This book determines what can legitimately be
regarded as the legacy of the Obama presidency and investigates how far the Trump administration
has reversed it. The analysis is embedded in a historical context, based on examination and scrutiny
of how, and how successfully, presidents in the modern era have overturned the work of their
predecessor when they have attempted to do so. The authors focus on meaningful priority shifts,
policy changes and the imprint of presidential leadership, providing a framework for assessing
Obama's legacy, which in turn affords context to a discussion of the Trump administration's capacity
to fulfil its promise to reverse the direction taken by the Obama White House. Looking beyond the
noise and hyperbole, the book examines how robust the Obama legacy has proved to be in the face
of Trump's challenge.
  merrick garland supreme court: Filibustered! Senator Jeff Merkley, Mike Zamore, 2024-01-09
The U.S. Senator from Oregon who is leading the fight to restore the talking filibuster explains how
changing just one rule could save our democracy In a compelling and powerfully argued book,
Senator Jeff Merkley and his longtime chief of staff tell the insiders’ story of how the Senate used to
work and how the filibuster came to cripple the self-styled “World’s Greatest Deliberative Body” with
paralyzing gridlock. And they make the surprising case that restoring a modified version of the
old-style, talking filibuster may just be our democracy’s path back from the brink. For nearly two
centuries, the Senate designed by the Founders served the purpose they envisioned: it was a
deliberative legislative body where the nation’s thorniest challenges were hashed out. Senators had
the ability to speak at length and offer any manner of amendments to influence bills, and then when
all had had a say, the Senate voted. Senators who objected to passing a bill could wage a defiant
filibuster—in the spirit of fictional Senator Smith who talked until he collapsed in order to block a
corrupt railroad deal in the classic 1939 film Mr. Smith Goes to Washington. But at the end of the
day, nearly all legislation, amendments, and nominations went to a vote, and the majority prevailed.
Today, however, thanks to abuse of a fifty-year-old reform intended to make it easier for the Senate
to pass legislation, the exceedingly difficult, rare filibuster has morphed, plunging the Senate into
dysfunction and threatening the very foundations of our democracy. Now, the minority party can
simply declare a “no-talk” filibuster, insisting on a supermajority of sixty votes to pass nearly any bill
or a lengthy process to confirm any of the president’s nominees—giving themselves a veto over the
majority’s agenda. Wildly popular bills languish, judgeships and administrative posts remain unfilled,
but ordinary citizens can’t see why because the obstruction all takes place behind closed doors.
Filibustered! combines a marvelous romp through key moments in filibuster history—from the first
filibuster in 1841 through Southern Dixiecrat filibusters of civil rights legislation, up through Mitch
McConnell’s transformation of the filibuster into a routine tool of perennial gridlock—with firsthand
accounts of recent high-profile legislative fights, and a compelling argument that the key to the
Senate’s future may be found in its past.
  merrick garland supreme court: Judicial Process and Judicial Policymaking G. Alan Tarr,
2024-01-22 An excellent introduction to judicial politics as a method of analysis, the eighth edition of
Judicial Process and Judicial Policymaking focuses on policy in the judicial process. Rather than
limiting the text to coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court, G. Alan Tarr examines the judiciary as the
third branch of government, and weaves four major premises throughout the text: (1) Courts in the
United States have always played an important role in governing and their role has increased in
recent decades; (2) Judicial policymaking is a distinctive activity; (3) Courts make policy in a variety
of ways; and (4) Courts may be the objects of public policy, as well as creators. New to the Eighth
Edition Discusses appointments by Presidents Donald Trump and Joseph Biden to the federal courts,



including the confirmations of Gorsuch, Kavanaugh, Coney Barrett, and Jackson to the Supreme
Court Introduces the controversy of the Supreme Court’s “shadow docket” Analyzes the legal and
political aftermath of the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization overruling Roe v. Wade
Examines other key state and federal rulings on non-unanimous verdicts in criminal cases,
gerrymandering, climate change, and separation between church and state
  merrick garland supreme court: The Rather Ridiculous Ruses that Fuel Revolutionary Unrest
Tiffany Twain, 2017-01-19 This Eleventh Book of the Earth Manifesto is a compendium of thoughts
and ideas that began in 2016 and evolved quickly in 2022 and 2023 in response to tumultuous
events. It provides compelling understandings of the challenges we face in the world today with
growing reactionary movements that are creating global discord and unrest, and authoritarian
governments, and it provides positive ideas on how we should best cope with these problems to
make our societies fairer and healthier. This compilation is a work in process that also contains a
lengthy analysis of Supreme Court Politics, Chicanery and Corruption, and a dated and provisional
Film Script for the Earth Manifesto.
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