
iranian history

iranian history is one of the most ancient and rich histories in the world, spanning
thousands of years and encompassing a vast region that has been home to numerous
civilizations, empires, and cultural advancements. This history reflects the development of
one of the world’s earliest major civilizations and the evolution of a unique cultural identity
shaped by geography, religion, and politics. From the ancient Elamite kingdoms and the
rise of the Persian Empires to the Islamic conquest and the modern era, iranian history
provides insight into the resilience and complexity of its people. The key dynasties, such as
the Achaemenids, Parthians, and Sassanids, played pivotal roles not only in regional
dominance but also in shaping global history. Furthermore, iranian history is marked by
significant contributions in art, literature, science, and architecture, influencing neighboring
cultures and beyond. This article explores the main periods and themes of iranian history,
offering a comprehensive overview of its enduring legacy.
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Ancient Civilizations and Early Empires
The origins of iranian history trace back to some of the earliest known civilizations in the
region, including the Elamites, who established one of the first urban centers in
southwestern Iran. This period laid the groundwork for the cultural and political
developments that followed. Archaeological evidence shows that ancient Iran was a melting
pot of various tribes and cultures, which eventually coalesced into larger political entities.

The Elamite Civilization
The Elamites, flourishing around 2700 to 539 BCE, were one of the earliest civilizations in
Iran. Their capital, Susa, became a prominent city and a center of trade and administration.
The Elamites developed a unique language and script, and their art and architecture
influenced later Iranian cultures.



The Median Kingdom
The Medes, an Iranian people, established a kingdom in the 7th century BCE that played a
crucial role in uniting various tribes and setting the stage for the rise of the Achaemenid
Empire. The Median Kingdom is often credited with the first large-scale political unification
of Iranian peoples.

The Achaemenid Empire
The Achaemenid Empire (c. 550–330 BCE), founded by Cyrus the Great, represents one of
the most significant periods in iranian history. It was the first Persian empire to conquer
vast territories extending from the Indus Valley in the east to the Balkans and Egypt in the
west, creating one of the largest empires in ancient history.

Cyrus the Great and the Foundation
Cyrus II, known as Cyrus the Great, established the Achaemenid Empire by overthrowing
the Median dynasty and expanding Persian control. His policies of tolerance and respect for
the customs and religions of conquered peoples were innovative and helped maintain
stability across the diverse empire.

Administration and Culture
The empire was notable for its administrative sophistication, including the use of satrapies
(provinces) governed by satraps (governors). The Royal Road facilitated communication
and trade across the empire. The Achaemenids also promoted Zoroastrianism, which
influenced religious thought in the region.

Key Achievements

Creation of an extensive road system for efficient governance

Development of an imperial postal system

Architectural marvels such as Persepolis

Promotion of human rights and cultural tolerance

Parthian and Sassanian Periods
Following the fall of the Achaemenid Empire to Alexander the Great, iranian history entered
new phases with the Parthian and Sassanian dynasties, which restored Persian power and



culture in different ways from the Hellenistic influence.

The Parthian Empire
The Parthians (247 BCE–224 CE) were known for their military prowess and ability to resist
Roman expansion. They established a feudal system and maintained a delicate balance
between Greek and Iranian cultures, preserving many Persian traditions while incorporating
Hellenistic elements.

The Sassanian Empire
The Sassanian dynasty (224–651 CE) marked the last great pre-Islamic Persian empire. It is
renowned for its revival of Persian art, culture, and statecraft, as well as its conflicts with
the Roman-Byzantine Empire. The Sassanians strengthened Zoroastrianism as the state
religion and left a lasting legacy in architecture and urban development.

Islamic Conquest and Medieval Iran
The 7th-century Islamic conquest transformed iranian history profoundly, introducing Islam
and integrating Iran into the broader Islamic world. This period saw the synthesis of Persian
culture with Islamic traditions, resulting in a flourishing of arts and sciences.

The Arab Conquest
The Arab Muslim armies conquered the Sassanian Empire by 651 CE, ending the
Zoroastrian state. Despite the initial upheaval, Persian culture and language survived and
even thrived under Islamic rule, influencing the development of Islamic civilization.

Cultural and Scientific Contributions
During the medieval period, Iran became a center for advancements in literature, medicine,
astronomy, and philosophy. Persian scholars and poets such as Ferdowsi, Avicenna, and Al-
Farabi made enduring contributions that shaped both Persian and Islamic intellectual
traditions.

Safavid Dynasty and the Rise of Modern Iran
The Safavid dynasty (1501–1736) played a crucial role in shaping modern iranian history by
establishing Twelver Shi’a Islam as the state religion and consolidating Iranian identity. This
period marked a renaissance in Persian art, architecture, and state formation.



Shi’a Islam as State Religion
The Safavids enforced Shi’a Islam throughout their territories, distinguishing Iran religiously
and politically from its Sunni neighbors. This decision has had a lasting impact on the
religious landscape of Iran and the region.

Art and Architecture
The Safavid era is known for its artistic achievements, including intricate tile work, mosque
construction, and the flourishing of Persian miniature painting. Cities like Isfahan became
cultural capitals with iconic architectural landmarks.

Qajar and Pahlavi Dynasties
The Qajar dynasty (1789–1925) and the subsequent Pahlavi dynasty (1925–1979) represent
periods of modernization, foreign influence, and political upheaval in iranian history. These
eras set the stage for contemporary Iran’s political and social dynamics.

Qajar Era Challenges
The Qajar rulers faced internal instability and increasing foreign intervention by Russia and
Britain. Despite efforts at modernization, the dynasty struggled with corruption and
nationalist movements demanding reform.

Pahlavi Reforms
Reza Shah Pahlavi and his son Mohammad Reza Shah initiated wide-ranging reforms to
modernize Iran’s economy, military, and infrastructure. These included the establishment of
secular education, industrialization, and centralization of power, though they also faced
opposition.

Contemporary Iranian History
The 20th and 21st centuries have been marked by profound changes in iranian history,
including the 1979 Islamic Revolution, the establishment of the Islamic Republic, and
ongoing social, political, and economic developments.

The Islamic Revolution of 1979
The revolution ended the Pahlavi monarchy and led to the creation of the Islamic Republic
under Ayatollah Khomeini. This event dramatically altered Iran’s political system, foreign
relations, and societal structure.



Modern Challenges and Developments
Contemporary iranian history involves navigating complex issues such as international
sanctions, domestic reforms, cultural preservation, and regional influence. Iran continues to
balance its ancient heritage with modern aspirations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key periods in Iranian history?
Iranian history is traditionally divided into several key periods including the ancient Persian
Empires (Achaemenid, Parthian, Sassanian), the Islamic conquest and the Islamic Golden
Age, the Safavid dynasty, the Qajar dynasty, and the modern era including the Pahlavi
dynasty and the Islamic Republic.

Who was Cyrus the Great and why is he significant in
Iranian history?
Cyrus the Great was the founder of the Achaemenid Empire in the 6th century BCE. He is
significant for creating one of the largest empires in history and for his progressive
approach to governance, including respect for the cultures and religions of the lands he
conquered.

What was the impact of the Islamic conquest on Iranian
culture?
The Islamic conquest in the 7th century CE led to the Islamization of Iran, profoundly
influencing its culture, language, and society. While Persian language and identity
persisted, Islamic religion and political structures became central, leading to a rich fusion of
Persian and Islamic traditions.

How did the Safavid dynasty shape modern Iran?
The Safavid dynasty (1501-1736) established Twelver Shi'a Islam as the state religion,
which remains a defining characteristic of modern Iran. They unified the country, fostered a
renaissance in Persian art and architecture, and laid the foundations for the modern Iranian
state.

What were the causes and consequences of the Iranian
Constitutional Revolution?
The Iranian Constitutional Revolution (1905-1911) was sparked by dissatisfaction with
autocratic rule, foreign influence, and economic problems. It led to the establishment of a
parliament (Majlis) and a constitution, marking the beginning of modern political
movements and constitutionalism in Iran.



Who was Reza Shah Pahlavi and what reforms did he
implement?
Reza Shah Pahlavi was the founder of the Pahlavi dynasty and ruler of Iran from 1925 to
1941. He implemented modernization reforms including secularization, infrastructure
development, centralization of power, education expansion, and efforts to reduce foreign
influence.

What triggered the Iranian Revolution of 1979 and what
were its outcomes?
The Iranian Revolution of 1979 was triggered by widespread dissatisfaction with the Shah's
autocratic rule, corruption, and Westernization policies. It resulted in the overthrow of the
monarchy and the establishment of the Islamic Republic under Ayatollah Khomeini,
drastically changing Iran's political and social landscape.

How has Iran's ancient history influenced its
contemporary identity?
Iran's ancient history, including its Persian empires and contributions to art, science, and
governance, plays a crucial role in national pride and identity. Contemporary Iran often
references its rich pre-Islamic heritage alongside its Islamic culture to shape a unique
historical narrative.

What role did Iran play during the Silk Road era?
During the Silk Road era, Iran served as a critical cultural and commercial hub connecting
the East and West. Its cities were centers of trade, culture, and knowledge exchange,
facilitating the spread of goods, ideas, and technologies across Eurasia.

Additional Resources
1. Persepolis: The History of Iran from the Achaemenid Empire to the Islamic Republic
This comprehensive book traces the history of Iran beginning with the rise of the
Achaemenid Empire under Cyrus the Great. It explores key events such as the conquests of
Alexander the Great, the Sassanian Empire, and the impact of Islamic conquest. The
narrative continues through the Safavid dynasty and the modern era, providing insights
into Iran's cultural and political transformations. It is an essential read for understanding
the deep historical roots of Iranian civilization.

2. The Persian Empire: A Historical Encyclopedia
This encyclopedia offers an extensive overview of the Persian Empire's history, culture, and
influence. It covers a vast time span from ancient Persia through various dynasties,
highlighting significant rulers, battles, and cultural achievements. The book is richly
illustrated and provides detailed entries that make it a valuable reference for students and
enthusiasts of Iranian history.



3. Iran: A Modern History by Abbas Amanat
Abbas Amanat presents a detailed and nuanced account of Iran's history from the 16th
century Safavid era to the contemporary Islamic Republic. The book explores the social,
political, and cultural developments that have shaped modern Iran. It offers a balanced
view of Iran's struggles and achievements, making it a critical resource for understanding
its complex modern identity.

4. The History of the Iranian Revolution by Misagh Parsa
This book provides a thorough analysis of the causes, events, and aftermath of the 1979
Iranian Revolution. It examines the political climate under the Shah, the role of religious
leaders, and the socio-economic factors that contributed to the revolution. Parsa also
discusses the revolution's impact on Iran and the broader Middle East, offering insights into
its ongoing significance.

5. Ancient Iran and Its Neighbors
Focusing on the ancient period, this book explores Iran's early civilizations such as Elam
and the Medes, along with interactions with neighboring regions like Mesopotamia and
Central Asia. It delves into archaeological findings and ancient texts to reconstruct Iran's
early history. The book is ideal for readers interested in the origins of Iranian culture and its
early geopolitical landscape.

6. The Safavid Dynasty and Iranian Identity
This work examines the rise and rule of the Safavid dynasty, which established Shi'a Islam
as the state religion of Iran. It explores how the Safavids shaped Iranian national identity
and culture. The book also discusses their political achievements and conflicts with the
Ottoman Empire and other neighbors, highlighting their lasting influence on Iran’s religious
and political fabric.

7. Qajar Persia: Political and Social History
This book covers the Qajar dynasty period, focusing on Iran’s attempts at modernization
and its interactions with European powers. It discusses internal reforms, social changes,
and the challenges faced by the dynasty, including territorial losses and political instability.
The narrative provides context for understanding Iran’s transition into the 20th century.

8. The Silk Road and Iranian Cultural Exchange
Exploring Iran’s role as a key hub on the ancient Silk Road, this book highlights the cultural,
economic, and political exchanges between Iran and other civilizations. It details the flow of
goods, ideas, and religions that passed through Iranian territory, shaping its diverse
heritage. The book is a valuable resource for understanding Iran’s historical
interconnectedness with the broader world.

9. The Rise and Fall of the Pahlavi Dynasty
This book chronicles the history of the Pahlavi dynasty from its establishment in the early
20th century to its downfall during the 1979 revolution. It examines the modernization
efforts under Reza Shah and Mohammad Reza Shah, as well as the political repression and
social unrest that led to their decline. The book provides insight into a pivotal era in Iran’s
modern history.
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  iranian history: The ^AOxford Handbook of Iranian History Touraj Daryaee, 2012-02-16 The
Oxford Handbook of the History of Iran proceeds chronologically through the history of Iran, from
ancient times to the present. This reliable and accessible collection of essays can serve as an
introduction to the field of Iranian studies and a useful review for practicing scholars.
  iranian history: Iranian History at a Glance , 2005
  iranian history: The History of Iran Elton L. Daniel, 2012-01-16 This comprehensive survey of
Iran's historical development covers everything from its origins in ancient empires to its status as a
modern nation-state. Iran is a vast country with a storied, ancient past, a great diversity of cultures
and ethnicities, and a location in arguably the most unstable area of the world. Iran's history over
the last two centuries—developing as a modern nation-state, freeing itself from foreign domination,
and asserting its influence in both the region and the world—has been particularly fascinating. This
title gives an overview of Iranian history written for a general audience. It is intended to acquaint
readers with the important events and personalities that have shaped that long history. In this
second edition of The History of Iran, the author has thoroughly revised the original content and has
added two new chapters, one of which is dedicated to Iran in the 21st century. Particular attention is
paid to explaining the forces that led to the revolution of 1979 and the establishment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, as well as the controversies of its domestic and foreign policies.
  iranian history: Revolutions in World History Michael D. Richards, 2004 This broad
comparative survey traces the origins, developments, and outcomes of revolutions, starting with the
English Revolutions in the 17th century, and going on to the Mexican, Russian, Vietnamese and
Iranian Revolutions.
  iranian history: The American Institute of Iranian Studies Erica Ehrenberg, 2025-06-17 The
American Institute of Iranian Studies is devoted to fostering research in the field of Iranian studies
and promoting scholarly exchange between the United States and Iran. This collection of essays
addresses the history and development of Iranian studies in the United States and the pivotal role of
the Institute in furthering research in the field. The purview of the Institute is vast, covering
Iranology—the study of Iranian peoples and cultures both within and across regions of Central and
South Asia and the Middle East, where various forms of the Persian language are spoken. In keeping
with the Institute’s dedication to facilitating research in Iran, the chapters in this volume represent
fields of inquiry that have benefited from direct access to materials in the country. The essays
describe the founding and work of the Institute, the emergence of Iranian studies in American
universities, the Encyclopaedia Iranica, early archaeological research in Iran by the University of
Pennsylvania and the University of Chicago, the birth and development of American museum
collections of art from Iran, and case histories of areas of Iranian Studies that have been the
traditional focus of Institute-sponsored research, including art history, history, philology, religion,
and sociology. The contributors to this volume are Ahmad Ashraf, Shiva Balaghi, Medhi Bozorgmehr,
Elton L. Daniel, Erica Ehrenberg, Carl W. Ernst, Stephen C. Fairbacks, Prudence O. Harper, Linda
Komaroff, Judith A. Lerner, Franklin D. Lewis, Beatrice Forbes Manz, Alessandro Pezzati, Holly
Pittman, D. T. Potts, Richard L. Spees, Mathew W. Stolper, Keyvan Tabari, and Christopher
Thortnon.
  iranian history: Iran Abbas Amanat, 2017-10-24 A masterfully researched and compelling
history of Iran from 1501 to 2009 This history of modern Iran is not a survey in the conventional
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sense but an ambitious exploration of the story of a nation. It offers a revealing look at how events,
people, and institutions are shaped by currents that sometimes reach back hundreds of years. The
book covers the complex history of the diverse societies and economies of Iran against the
background of dynastic changes, revolutions, civil wars, foreign occupation, and the rise of the
Islamic Republic. Abbas Amanat combines chronological and thematic approaches, exploring events
with lasting implications for modern Iran and the world. Drawing on diverse historical scholarship
and emphasizing the twentieth century, he addresses debates about Iran’s culture and politics.
Political history is the driving narrative force, given impetus by Amanat's decades of research and
study. He layers the book with discussions of literature, music, and the arts; ideology and religion;
economy and society; and cultural identity and heritage.
  iranian history: A CONCISE HISTORY OF IRAN Saeed Shirazi, 2017-01-06
  iranian history: Making History in Iran Farzin Vejdani, 2014-11-05 Iranian history was long
told through a variety of stories and legend, tribal lore and genealogies, and tales of the prophets.
But in the late nineteenth century, new institutions emerged to produce and circulate a coherent
history that fundamentally reshaped these fragmented narratives and dynastic storylines. Farzin
Vejdani investigates this transformation to show how cultural institutions and a growing
public-sphere affected history-writing, and how in turn this writing defined Iranian nationalism.
Interactions between the state and a cross-section of Iranian society—scholars, schoolteachers,
students, intellectuals, feminists, and poets—were crucial in shaping a new understanding of nation
and history. This enlightening book draws on previously unexamined primary sources—including
histories, school curricula, pedagogical materials, periodicals, and memoirs—to demonstrate how
the social locations of historians writ broadly influenced their interpretations of the past. The
relative autonomy of these historians had a direct bearing on whether history upheld the status quo
or became an instrument for radical change, and the writing of history became central to debates on
social and political reform, the role of women in society, and the criteria for citizenship and
nationality. Ultimately, this book traces how contending visions of Iranian history were increasingly
unified as a centralized Iranian state emerged in the early twentieth century.
  iranian history: The Literature of the Iranian Diaspora Sanaz Fotouhi, 2015-04-03 The
1979 Revolution in Iran caused the migration of millions of Iranians, many of whom wrote, and are
still writing, of their experiences. Formed at the junctions of Iranian culture, English language and
Western cultures, this body of work has not only formed a unique literary space, offering an
insightful reflection of Iranian diasporic experiences and its shifting nature, but it has also been
making a unique and understudied contribution to World Literatures in English as significant as
Indian, African and Asian writing in English. Sanaz Fotouhi here traces the origins of the emerging
body of diasporic Iranian literature in English, and uses these origins to examine the socio-political
position and historical context from which they have emerged. Fotouhi brings together, introduces
and analyses, for the first time, a significant range of diasporic Iranian writers alongside each other
and alongside other diasporic literatures in English. While situating this body of work through
existing theories such as postcolonialism, Fotouhi sheds new light on the role of Iranian literature
and culture in Western literature by showing that these writings distinctively reflect experiences
unique to the Iranian diaspora. Analysing the relationship between Iranians and their new
surroundings, by drawing on theories of migration, narration and identity, Fotouhi examines how the
literature borne out of the Iranian diaspora reconstructs, maintains and negotiates their Individual
and communal identities and reflects today's socio-political realities. This book will be vital for
researchers of Middle Eastern literature and its relationship with writings from the West, as well as
those interested in the cultural history of the Middle East.
  iranian history: A History of Iran Michael Axworthy, 2016-05-24 The definitive history of Iran,
from the ancient Persian empires to today Iran is a land of contradictions. It is an Islamic republic,
but one in which only 1.4 percent of the population attend Friday prayers. Iran's religious culture
encompasses the most censorious and dogmatic Shi'a Muslim clerics in the world, yet its poetry
insistently dwells on the joys of life: wine, beauty, sex. Iranian women are subject to one of the most



restrictive dress codes in the Islamic world, but make up nearly 60 percent of the student population
of the nation's universities. In A History of Iran, acclaimed historian Michael Axworthy chronicles
the rich history of this complex nation from the Achaemenid Empire of sixth century BC to the
revolution of 1979 to today, including a close look at Iran's ongoing attempts to become a nuclear
power. A History of Iran offers general readers an essential guide to understanding this volatile
nation, which is once again at the center of the world's attention.
  iranian history: Perceptions of Iran Ali M. Ansari, 2013-11-30 I.B.Tauris in association with
the Iran Heritage Foundation From the Sasanian to the Safavid Empire, and from Qajar Iran to the
current Islamic Republic, the history of Iran is one which has been coloured by a rich tradition of
myths and narratives and shaped by its wealth of philosophers, cultural theorists and political
thinkers. Perceptions of Iran dissects the construction of Iranian identity, to reveal how nationalism
has been continually re-formulated and how Iran's self-perception has been moulded by its literary
past. Here, Ali M. Ansari gathers together a varied and wide-ranging account of the long history of
Iranian encounters with the Western world, whether via the observations of Herodotus, or the
knowledge – via the Old Testament – of Cyrus liberating the Jews from Babylon, or into the modern
era when nineteenth and twentieth century interactions reflect the unequal power relationship
between Iran and the West. Perceptions of Iran also explores the salient elements in the country's
narrative which helped to form Iran's identity, such as Ferdowsi's creation of the Shahnameh – the
national epic – the exquisite architecture of Safavid Isfahan or the unfulfilled promise of the
Constitutional Movement in the early twentieth century. It offers analysis of the Qajar Shahs' use of
a mythical and dynastic past, as they drew on the narratives of Jamshid's glory and Khusraw's
splendour in order to legitimise their rule. At the same time, it examines the ways in which foreign
travellers and diplomats understood and conceived of the royal courts of Safavid Persia. As it covers
2,500 years of political and intellectual history, Perceptions of Iran ties together the diverse threads
of Iranian experience that have underpinned the country's social and cultural movements, spanning
Mirza Agha Khan Kermani's writing on Persian history and liberal nationalism, through to the
strident anti- Western discourses of Seyyed Jamal al-Afghani, Jalal Al-e Ahmad and Ayatollah
Khomeini. The book is therefore vital for researchers of Iranian history and those interested in the
use of myth in the construction of national identity more widely.
  iranian history: Modern Iran Since 1921 Ali M. Ansari, 2003 This is fundamentally a book
about change and the politics of managing that change, as successive governments and political
elites sought, and continue to seek, to navigate a stable and sustainable route from a perception of
tradition to a particular conception of modernity. -- introd.
  iranian history: The History of Ancient Iran Richard Nelson Frye, 1984
  iranian history: Iran in the 20th Century Touraj Atabaki, 2009-06-17 Political upheaval has
marked Iran's history throughout the twentieth century. Wars, revolutions, coups and the impact of
modernism have shaped Iran's historiography, as they have the country's history. Originally based
on oral and written sources, which underpinned traditional genealogical and dynastic history, Iran's
historiography was transformed in the early 20th century with the development of a 'new' school of
presenting history. Here emphasis shifted from the anecdotal story-telling genre to social, political,
economic, cultural and religious history-writing. A new understanding of the nation state and the
importance of identity and foreign relations in defining Iran's place in the modern world all served to
transform the perspective of Iranian historiography. Touraj Atabaki here brings together a range of
rich contributions from international scholars who cover the leading themes of the historiography of
20th-century Iran, including constitutional reform and revolution, literature and architecture,
identity, women and gender, nationalism, modernism, Orientalism, Marxism and Islamism.
  iranian history: Britain and the Iranian Constitutional Revolution of 1906-1911 Mansour
Bonakdarian, 2006-06-30 In this thoroughly researched account, Mansour Bonakdarian provides an
in-depth exploration of the substantial British support for the Iranian constitutional and national
struggle of 1906-1911, illuminating the opposition in Britain to Anglo-Russian imperialist
intervention in Iran. In painstaking and compelling detail Bonakdarian analyzes, in particular, the



role of the Persia Committee, a lobbying group founded in 1908 for the sole purpose of changing
Britain's policy toward Iran. This book's strength lies in its coverage of how Sir Edward Grey's policy
toward Iran was shaped and the extent to which this policy was affected by sustained criticism from
a number of disparate groups including dissenters, radicals, socialists, liberal imperialists, and
conservatives. The volume and breadth of primary archival materials used is extensive. Not only
have all the standard collections been examined, such as the Foreign Office files and the Cabinet
and Grey papers, but also numerous private archives in international libraries have been consulted.
Bonakdarian's deep understanding of the Iranian issues yields a rich and balanced approach to the
literature in the field. With clear and systematic arguments, he offers an account of diplomatic
history that is accessible and persuasive. His scholarship is certain to reinvigorate dialogue on the
subject of Anglo-Iranian relations.
  iranian history: Iran in World History Richard C. Foltz, 2016 One of the world's most ancient
and enduring civilizations, Iran has long played a central role in human events and continues to do
so today. This book traces the spread of Iranian culture among diverse populations ranging from the
Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean, and along the Silk Roads as far as China, from prehistoric times
up to the present day. From paradise gardens and Persian carpets to the mystical poetry of Rumi
and Hafez, Iran's contributions have earned it a place among history's greatest and most influential
civilizations. Encompassing the fields of religion, literature and the arts, politics, and higher
learning, this book provides a holistic history of this important culture.
  iranian history: Introduction to Iran Gilad James, PhD, Iran is a country located in Western
Asia, bordered by Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, and Turkey. The
country has a population of approximately 83 million, and its capital city is Tehran. Iran is a
predominantly Muslim country, with over 99% of the population practicing the Islamic religion, and
the official language is Persian. Iran is known for its rich history, culture, and traditions, including
its famous Persian carpets, poetry, and cuisine. Iran's economy is heavily reliant on its oil and gas
industry, with petroleum products accounting for nearly 80% of the country's exports. However,
after years of economic sanctions, the Iranian economy has been struggling to grow, and its
currency has been steadily decreasing in value. The country has also faced political unrest, with
tensions between the Iranian government and the United States and its allies contributing to the
current political climate. Despite these challenges, Iran remains an important player in the Middle
East, with a rich cultural heritage and a strategic location at the crossroads of major trade routes.
  iranian history: The Iranian Constitutional Revolution, 1906-1911 Janet Afary, 1996 During the
Iranian Constitutional Revolution of 1906 to 1911 a variety of forces played key roles in
overthrowing a repressive regime. Afary sheds new light on the role of ordinary citizens and
peasantry, the status of Iranian women, and the multifaceted structure of Iranian society.
  iranian history: Revolutionary Iran Michael Axworthy, 2016-03-10 In Revolutionary Iran,
Michael Axworthy offers a richly textured and authoritative history of Iran from the 1979 revolution
to the present.
  iranian history: British Diplomacy and the Iranian Revolution, 1978-1981 Luman Ali,
2018-07-19 This book investigates how British diplomats in Tehran and London reacted to the
overthrow of the Shah and the creation of an Islamic Republic in Iran, which had previously been a
major political and commercial partner for London in the Middle East. Making substantial use of
recently declassified archival material, the book explores the role of a significant diplomatic
institution – the resident embassy – and the impact of revolutions on diplomatic relations. It
evaluates the performance of those charged with British diplomacy during the Iranian Revolution, as
Britain’s position fell from favour under the post-revolutionary regime. Examining the views of key
diplomatic personnel at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and British ministers, this study
seeks to explain how British policy towards Iran was shaped and the means of diplomacy employed.
In charting the evolution of Britain’s diplomatic relationship with Iran during this period, a number
of factors are considered, including historical experience, geography, economics, world politics and
domestic concerns. It also highlights the impact of events within the Iranian domestic political scene



which were beyond London’s control but which shaped British policy significantly.
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