
interview with the devil plot
interview with the devil plot revolves around a chilling and thought-provoking narrative that
explores the depths of evil through a unique conversational format. This story, often categorized as a
psychological thriller or horror, delves into the mind of the devil himself, revealing sinister motives,
dark philosophies, and the nature of human sin and morality. The plot typically unfolds as an intense
dialogue or interrogation, where the protagonist engages with the devil, unraveling secrets that
challenge conventional beliefs about good and evil. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of
the interview with the devil plot, examining its key elements, characters, themes, and narrative
structure. Furthermore, it explores various adaptations and interpretations that have brought this
compelling storyline to life in literature, film, and other media.
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Overview of the Interview with the Devil Plot

The interview with the devil plot typically centers on a direct conversation between a human
character and the devil, often serving as a metaphorical or literal representation of evil. This setup
allows for an exploration of philosophical questions about morality, temptation, and the nature of
sin. The plot usually begins with the human protagonist seeking answers or confronting inner
demons, leading to a face-to-face encounter with the devil. Through their dialogue, the story exposes
the complexities of human nature and the influence of evil forces. The plot's tension arises from the
psychological battle of wits and the moral dilemmas faced by the protagonist during the interview.

Core Plot Elements

Several core elements define the interview with the devil plot:

The Interview Setting: Often confined to a single location, such as a room or a symbolic
space, emphasizing the intensity of the interaction.

The Protagonist's Motivation: Usually driven by curiosity, desperation, or a quest for truth.



The Devil's Persona: Portrayed as cunning, manipulative, and sometimes charismatic,
embodying evil's multifaceted nature.

Philosophical Dialogue: The heart of the plot, where themes of good versus evil, free will,
and human nature are debated.

Psychological Conflict: The protagonist's internal struggle with temptation, fear, and moral
ambiguity.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The success of the interview with the devil plot largely depends on the depth and complexity of its
characters. The interaction between the human and the devil forms the narrative's backbone, with
each character representing opposing forces and ideologies.

The Protagonist

The human protagonist is often depicted as an inquisitive, troubled, or morally conflicted individual.
Their role is to challenge the devil’s assertions, seek understanding, or confront their own darker
impulses. This character serves as the audience’s surrogate, navigating the moral and existential
questions posed during the interview.

The Devil

The devil character is crafted with a blend of menace and charm, reflecting evil’s seductive and
manipulative qualities. This figure often embodies temptation, cynicism, and the darker truths about
human nature. The devil’s dialogue is designed to provoke doubt, fear, and introspection, making the
character a powerful antagonist and philosophical foil.

Supporting Characters

While the central focus remains on the interview, some versions of the plot include secondary
characters who provide context or contrast. These may be witnesses, victims of the devil’s influence,
or symbolic figures representing broader themes.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism



The interview with the devil plot is rich with thematic content and symbolic meaning, making it a
fertile ground for analysis and interpretation. The narrative explores timeless questions and moral
dilemmas through its dialogue and character interactions.

Good vs. Evil

At its core, the plot examines the eternal struggle between good and evil, often blurring the lines
between the two. The devil’s arguments challenge simplistic moral binaries, suggesting complexity
and ambiguity in human ethics.

Temptation and Free Will

The story frequently addresses the concept of temptation and the human capacity for choice. The
devil tempts the protagonist, testing their resolve and highlighting the consequences of moral
decisions.

The Nature of Sin and Redemption

Discussions within the interview often delve into the origins and implications of sin, as well as the
possibility of redemption. These themes invite reflection on personal responsibility and the potential
for change.

Symbolism in the Setting and Dialogue

The confined setting of the interview symbolizes the introspective and inescapable nature of the
protagonist’s confrontation with evil. The devil’s language is often laced with metaphor and allegory,
reinforcing the story’s deeper meanings.

Narrative Structure and Style

The interview with the devil plot employs a distinctive narrative structure and style that enhance its
psychological and philosophical impact. The storytelling is typically dialogue-driven, with a focus on
tension and intellectual engagement.

Dialogue-Driven Narrative

The plot relies heavily on extended conversations between characters, emphasizing rhetoric,



persuasion, and debate. This approach allows for nuanced exploration of complex ideas and moral
questions.

Psychological Tension and Suspense

Despite minimal physical action, the narrative maintains suspense through psychological conflict
and the unpredictability of the devil’s motives. The protagonist’s mental and emotional state evolves
as the interview progresses.

Use of Monologues and Soliloquies

Monologues by the devil or protagonist provide insight into their inner thoughts and philosophies,
adding depth to the characterization and thematic development.

Minimalist Setting

The often sparse and confined setting focuses the audience’s attention on the dialogue and the
characters’ interactions, intensifying the dramatic effect.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The interview with the devil plot has inspired numerous adaptations across different media,
reflecting its enduring appeal and versatility. These adaptations reinterpret the core themes and
structure to suit various cultural contexts and artistic styles.

Literary Works

Many authors have employed the interview with the devil plot in novels, short stories, and plays.
These works often serve as allegories or critiques of social, religious, or philosophical issues, using
the devil as a symbol of ultimate evil or moral challenge.

Film and Television

In visual media, the plot has been adapted into psychological thrillers and horror films, where the
intense dialogue is complemented by atmospheric settings and visual symbolism. These adaptations
emphasize suspense and character development.



Influence on Popular Culture

The concept of interviewing or confronting the devil has permeated popular culture, inspiring
references in music, theater, and art. The plot’s exploration of evil and morality resonates widely,
making it a powerful narrative device.

Notable Examples

Classic literary works featuring devil interviews or dialogues.1.

Modern psychological thrillers employing similar plot devices.2.

Stage plays that dramatize the moral and philosophical debates.3.

Films that visualize the confrontation between human and devil.4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Interview with the Devil'?
The main plot of 'Interview with the Devil' revolves around a journalist conducting a chilling
interview with the Devil, uncovering dark secrets about human nature, evil, and morality.

Who are the central characters in 'Interview with the Devil'?
The central characters typically include the journalist or interviewer and the Devil, who reveals his
perspective and stories during the interview.

What themes are explored in the plot of 'Interview with the
Devil'?
The plot explores themes such as good versus evil, temptation, human sinfulness, morality, and the
nature of evil from the Devil's point of view.

Is 'Interview with the Devil' based on a book or original
screenplay?
Depending on the version, 'Interview with the Devil' can be an original screenplay or inspired by
literary works that depict dialogues with the Devil, but specific adaptations vary.



How does the plot of 'Interview with the Devil' develop
throughout the story?
The plot develops through a series of intense conversations and revelations during the interview,
gradually exposing the Devil's influence on humanity and challenging the interviewer's beliefs.

What genre does the plot of 'Interview with the Devil' fall
under?
The plot generally falls under the horror, thriller, or supernatural genres, often incorporating
psychological and philosophical elements.

What is the significance of the interview format in the plot?
The interview format allows for a deep, direct exploration of evil through dialogue, making the plot
engaging by presenting conflicting viewpoints and moral dilemmas.

Additional Resources
1. Conversations with Lucifer: A Journey into Darkness
This gripping novel explores a surreal interview between a journalist and the devil himself. Through
intense dialogue, the story delves into themes of temptation, morality, and the nature of evil. The
journalist uncovers unsettling truths that challenge his perception of good and evil.

2. The Devil's Advocate: Inside the Mind of Evil
In this psychological thriller, a lawyer finds himself entangled in a sinister conversation with a
mysterious figure claiming to be the devil. The narrative probes into human flaws and the seductive
power of corruption, blurring the lines between reality and nightmare.

3. Interviewing the Prince of Darkness
A paranormal investigator conducts a chilling interview with the devil to uncover the origins of evil.
The book blends elements of horror and philosophy, offering readers a unique perspective on
temptation and free will.

4. Dialogues in the Abyss
Set in a surreal underworld café, a journalist's interview with the devil reveals humanity’s darkest
secrets. The story is a thought-provoking exploration of sin, redemption, and the complexity of
human nature.

5. The Devil Speaks: Confessions from the Underworld
This novel presents a series of interviews where the devil confesses his role in human history and
personal lives. It challenges readers to reconsider the source of evil and the power of choice.

6. Echoes from Hell: An Interview with Evil
A detective interviews the devil to solve a string of supernatural crimes. The narrative combines
suspense with philosophical inquiry, examining the eternal struggle between good and evil.

7. Whispers of the Fallen: Conversations with Satan



Through a series of intense dialogues, the book explores the devil’s perspective on humanity’s
failures and virtues. It is a haunting and introspective tale that questions the nature of sin and
forgiveness.

8. In the Shadow of the Devil
A journalist’s exclusive interview with the devil exposes hidden truths about temptation and human
desires. The story is a dark, reflective journey into the heart of darkness within every person.

9. The Last Interview: Face to Face with the Devil
This novel dramatizes the final interview between a dying man and the devil, revealing profound
insights into life, death, and the afterlife. It is a compelling exploration of fear, hope, and the choices
that define us.
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  interview with the devil plot: The Jihadist Plot John Rosenthal, 2013-03-12 “How could this
happen in a country we helped liberate?” Secretary of State Hillary Clinton pondered in the
aftermath of the September 11, 2012 attacks in Benghazi that left American ambassador to Libya
Chris Stevens and three other Americans dead. The Jihadist Plot: The Untold Story of Al-Qaeda and
the Libyan Rebellion shows how it could have happened and why it did happen. It happened because
in supporting the Libyan rebellion against Muammar al-Qaddafi, America and its allies, in effect,
changed sides in the war on terror, securing the victory of some of the very Islamic extremist forces
that they had been fighting for the previous decade. The result is a Libya that is today under the
sway of heavily-armed jihadist brigades that make no secret of their allegiance to al-Qaeda, proudly
flying the al-Qaeda flag in broad daylight in Benghazi and other Libyan cities. Moreover, as the
September 11 Benghazi attacks make clear, if America reversed course in Libya in order to join
forces with jihadists, the jihadists remain exactly as they ever were, with the same ideology and the
same hatred of America. Exploding the myth of NATO’s “humanitarian intervention,” The Jihadist
Plot tells the real story of the Libyan rebellion. It traces the itineraries of some of the notorious
veterans of international jihad who served as the rebellion’s leading commanders and strategists and
shows how NATO helped to create a new jihadist hero at the siege of Sirte. And it reveals that long
before the onset of the so-called Arab Spring, Libya’s own al-Qaeda affiliate, the Libyan Islamic
Fighting Group, had devised a plan to bring down the Qaddafi regime using some of the classic
methods of jihadist terror: a plan that would be put into practice in the rebellion of February 2011.
  interview with the devil plot: The Dickens dictionary, a key to the plot and characters in
the tales of Charles Dickens, with copious indexes and bibliography; by Gilbert A. Pierce,
with additions by William A. Wheeler. New and rev. ed Charles Dickens, 1894
  interview with the devil plot: Rainbolt, The Ranger; Or, The Aerial Demon Of The Mountain
Oll Coomes, 2025-04-21 Rainbolt, The Ranger; Or, The Aerial Demon of the Mountain by Oll Coomes
is an exhilarating adventure that takes readers deep into the rugged terrain of the American
wilderness. This thrilling tale weaves elements of action, suspense, and folklore into a narrative that
captivates the imagination, drawing readers into a world where the line between reality and myth
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blurs in the shadow of the mountains. Coomes evokes a sense of wonder through his vivid
descriptions of landscapes and the colorful characters that inhabit them, making this work a
remarkable contribution to the genre of early American adventure literature. At the heart of the
story is the enigmatic character known as Rainbolt, a skilled ranger who possesses an uncanny
ability to navigate the treacherous mountain trails and survive the brutal elements. Renowned for
his bravery and resourcefulness, Rainbolt becomes entangled in a series of thrilling escapades that
pit him against various foes, both human and supernatural. The title hints at a mysterious
figure—the Aerial Demon—that adds a layer of intrigue and tension throughout the narrative,
compelling the ranger to confront not only physical threats but also the haunting legends that
populate the region. Coomes captivates readers with a tale that celebrates the spirit of adventure,
embodying the ethos of exploration that characterizes early American frontier life. As Rainbolt
traverses the wilderness, he encounters a host of challenges, including fierce adversaries, eerie
happenings, and the constant struggle for survival in a harsh and unforgiving environment. Through
these trials, the ranger demonstrates unwavering courage, fortitude, and a deep respect for nature,
embodying the characteristics of a classic hero. Furthermore, the interplay between Rainbolt and
the Aerial Demon serves as an allegory for the internal battles we all face. This supernatural element
fosters rich themes surrounding fear, belief, and the unknown. Readers are invited to ponder the
significance of legends and how they shape our understanding of the world around us, as well as the
role of courage in confronting fears—both tangible and intangible. Set against the breathtaking
backdrop of mountainous landscapes and perilous adventures, Rainbolt, The Ranger takes readers
on a journey that is not only a thrilling escapade but a reflection of humanity's struggle against the
elements and its constant quest for meaning. Coomes masterfully balances excitement with
introspection, exploring the duality of man in a world replete with wonders and dangers. The
author’s keen understanding of the wilderness and his skillful storytelling create a visceral reading
experience that resonates with those who yearn for adventure, while also appealing to fans of
folklore and mythology. As readers accompany Rainbolt on his quests, they are reminded of the
power of storytelling to connect us to our roots, our fears, and our dreams. In the end, Rainbolt, The
Ranger; Or, The Aerial Demon of the Mountain emerges as more than just a tale of adventure; it’s an
invitation to embrace the challenges life presents and to face our own demons with bravery and an
open heart. With its enduring themes and rich narrative, Coomes’ work continues to inspire and
entertain, ensuring its place in the canon of American adventure literature.
  interview with the devil plot: The Demon of Geopolitics Holger H. Herwig, 2016-03-10 Karl
Haushofer, a Bavarian general and professor, is widely recognized as the “father of geopolitics.” In
1945 the United States sought to put him on trial at Nuremberg as a major war criminal for being
“Hitler’s intellectual godfather” and the true author of Mein Kampf. In this definitive biography,
noted historian Holger H. Herwig assesses the fiction and reality behind these claims. Making
comprehensive use of Haushofer’s previously unavailable private papers, Herwig analyzes
Haushofer’s geopolitical concepts, his relations with his student Rudolf Hess, and his mentorship of
Hitler and Hess at Landsberg Prison in 1924. Herwig offers unique insights into Haushofer’s crucial
behind-the-scenes influence in providing the Nazis with his theories of Autarky and Lebensraum, the
rationale for Germany’s control of Europe and the world. This riveting book ends with Haushofer’s
final verdict on himself: “I want to be forgotten and forgotten.” But the author concludes with the
admonition that the “demon” of Geopolitik demands much closer scrutiny in this new age of
geopolitics.
  interview with the devil plot: The Palgrave Handbook of Contemporary Gothic Clive
Bloom, 2020-07-10 “Simply put, there is absolutely nothing on the market with the range of ambition
of this strikingly eclectic collection of essays. Not only is it impossible to imagine a more
comprehensive view of the subject, most readers – even specialists in the subject – will find that
there are elements of the Gothic genre here of which they were previously unaware.” - Barry
Forshaw, Author of British Gothic Cinema and Sex and Film The Palgrave Handbook of
Contemporary Gothic is the most comprehensive compendium of analytic essays on the modern



Gothic now available, covering the vast and highly significant period from 1918 to 2019. The Gothic
sensibility, over 200 years old, embraces its dark past whilst anticipating the future. From demons
and monsters to post- apocalyptic fears and ecological fantasies, Gothic is thriving as never before in
the arts and in popular culture. This volume is made up of 62 comprehensive chapters with notes
and extended bibliographies contributed by scholars from around the world. The chapters are
written not only for those engaged in academic research but also to be accessible to students and
dedicated followers of the genre. Each chapter is packed with analysis of the Gothic in both theory
and practice, as the genre has mutated and spread over the last hundred years. Starting in 1918
with the impact of film on the genre's development, and moving through its many and varied
international incarnations, each chapter chronicles the history of the gothic milieu from the movies
to gaming platforms and internet memes, television and theatre. The volume also looks at how
Gothic intersects with fashion, music and popular culture: a multi-layered, multi-ethnic, even a
trans-gendered experience as we move into the twenty first century.
  interview with the devil plot: The Devil’s Music Randall J. Stephens, 2018-03-19 Randall
Stephens traces rock’s inspiration to the Pentecostal churches where Elvis, Little Richard, and
others worshipped. Faith, which served as a vehicle for whites’ fears, led them to condemn the
godless music of blacks and hippies. But in a reversal of strategy, evangelicals later embraced
Christian rock as a way to project Jesus’s message.
  interview with the devil plot: Folk Horror Dawn Keetley, Ruth Heholt, 2023-04-15 While the
undisputed heyday of folk horror was Britain in the 1960s and 1970s, the genre has not only a rich
cinematic and literary prehistory, but directors and novelists around the world have also been
reinventing folk horror for the contemporary moment. This study sets out to rethink the assumptions
that have guided critical writing on the genre in the face of such expansions, with chapters exploring
a range of subjects from the fiction of E. F. Benson to Scooby-Doo, video games, and community
engagement with the Lancashire witches. In looking beyond Britain, the essays collected here
extend folk horror’s geographic terrain to map new conceptualisations of the genre now seen
emerging from Italy, Ukraine, Thailand, Mexico and the Appalachian region of the US.
  interview with the devil plot: Shakespearean Gothic Christy Desmet, Anne Williams,
2009-09-15 This book explores the paradox that the Gothic (today’s werewolves, vampires, and
horror movies) owe their origins (and their legitimacy) to eighteenth-century interpretations of
Shakespeare. As Shakespeare was being established as the supreme British writer throughout the
century, he was cited as justification for early Gothic writers’ fascination with the supernatural, their
abandoning of literary “decorum,” and their fascination with otherness and extremes of every kind.
This book addresses the gap for an up to date analysis of Shakespeare’s relation to the Gothic. An
authority on the Gothic, E.J. Clery, has stated that “It would be impossible to overestimate the
importance of Shakespeare as touchstone and inspiration for the terror mode, even if we feel the
offspring are unworthy of their parent. Scratch the surface of any Gothic fiction and the debt to
Shakespeare will be there.” This book therefore addresses Shakespeare’s importance to the Gothic
tradition as a whole and also to particular, well-known and often studied Gothic works. It also
considers the influence of the Gothic on Shakespeare, both in-print and on stage in eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century Britain. The introductory chapter places the chapters within the historical
development of both Shakespearean reception and Gothic Studies. The book is divided into three
parts: 1) Gothic Appropriations of “Shakespeare”; 2) Rewriting Shakespearean Plays and
Characters; 3) Shakespeare Before/After the Gothic.
  interview with the devil plot: Devil's Game Robert Dreyfuss, 2006-10-03 The first complete
account of America's most dangerous foreign policy miscalculation--60 years of support for Islamic
fundamentalism--is the gripping story of America's misguided efforts, stretching across decades, to
dominate the strategically vital Middle East by courting and cultivating Islamic fundamentalism.
  interview with the devil plot: The Short Story Anthology and Women's Writing Aleix Tura
Vecino, 2025-08-14 Hundreds of anthologies of women’s short stories have appeared in the literary
market between the 1970s and now. This publishing and cultural phenomenon is considered for the



first time in this book, which argues that, during this period, anthologies have become a literary
technology used not only to make visible female short story writers, but also to think about, and
mould ideas of, womanhood. Through creative and contextualised readings of the most important
anthologies produced in this period, this study shows that this literary form has contributed to, and
in some cases pioneered, key developments in gender theory and feminist thought, including
questions of political combination among women which underlie contemporary global movements
such as #MeToo. In doing so, the book also develops the first book-length conceptualisation of the
features and meaning-making mechanisms of the short story anthology as a literary form. This book
will benefit academics and students working in the fields of short fiction, publishing, and women’s
studies, as well as feminist scholars and a growing number of specialists interested in the anthology
as a literary form worldwide.
  interview with the devil plot: The Devil’s Historians Amy Kaufman, Paul Sturtevant,
2020-05-26 Amy S. Kaufman and Paul B. Sturtevant examine the many ways in which the medieval
past has been manipulated to promote discrimination, oppression, and murder. Tracing the fetish for
“medieval times” behind toxic ideologies like nationalism, antisemitism, Islamophobia, misogyny,
and white supremacy, Kaufman and Sturtevant show us how the Middle Ages have been twisted for
political purposes in every century that followed. The Devil’s Historians casts aside the myth of an
oppressive, patriarchal medieval monoculture and reveals a medieval world not often shown in
popular culture: one that is diverse, thriving, courageous, compelling, and complex.
  interview with the devil plot: Plays of the 19th and 20th Centuries , 1914
  interview with the devil plot: Muggins on the Warpath J. M. G. Wood, 1902
  interview with the devil plot: Collection of Plays Ca. 1870-1914 , 1906
  interview with the devil plot: Raising the Devil Bill Ellis, 2014-07-11 Raising the Devil reveals
how the Christian Pentecostal movement, right-wing conspiracy theories, and an opportunistic
media turned grassroots folk traditions into the Satanism scare of the 1980s. During the
mid-twentieth century, devil worship was seen as merely an isolated practice of medieval times. But
by the early 1980s, many influential experts in clinical medicine and in law enforcement were
proclaiming that satanic cults were widespread and dangerous. By examining the broader context
for alleged cult activity, Bill Ellis demonstrates how the image of contemporary Satanism emerged
during the 1970s. Blaming a wide range of mental and physical illnesses on in-dwelling demons, a
faction of the Pentecostal movement became convinced that their gifts of the spirit were being
opposed by satanic activities. They attributed these activities to a cult that was the evil twin of true
Christianity. In some of the cases Ellis considers, common folk beliefs and rituals were
misunderstood as evidence of devil worship. In others, narratives and rituals themselves were used
to combat satanic forces. As the media found such stories more and more attractive, any activity
with even remotely occult overtones was demonized in order to fit a model of absolute good
confronting evil. Ellis's wide-ranging investigation covers ouija boards, cattle mutilation, graveyard
desecration, and diabolical medicine—the psychiatric community's version of exorcism. He offers a
balanced view of contentious issues such as demonic possession, satanic ritual abuse, and the
testimonies of confessing ex-Satanists. A trained folklorist, Ellis seeks to navigate a middle road in
this dialog, and his insights into informal religious traditions clarify how the image of Satanism both
explained and created deviant behavior.
  interview with the devil plot: Devil's Game Carman Cumming, 2010-10-01 The first
book-length study of one of the Civil War's most outlandish and mysterious characters Devil's Game
traces the amazing career of Charles A. Dunham, Civil War spy, forger, journalist, and master of
dirty tricks. Writing for a variety of New York papers under alternate names, Dunham routinely
faked stories, created new identities, and later boldly cast himself to play those roles. He achieved
his greatest infamy when he was called to testify in Washington concerning Abraham Lincoln's
assassination. Many parts of Dunham's career remain shadowy, but Cumming offers the first
detailed tour of Dunham's convoluted, high-stakes, international deceits, including his effort to sell
Lincoln on plans for a raid to capture Jefferson Davis. Exhaustively researched and unprecedented in



depth, this carefully crafted assessment of Dunham's motives, personality, and the complex effects of
his schemes changes assumptions about covert operations during the Civil War.
  interview with the devil plot: Ron Carey and the Teamsters Ken Reiman, 2024-04-09 Probes
the enduring impact, and devastating fall, of one of the greatest union organizers of the 20th century
In this riveting account, retired UPS driver and unionist, Ken Reiman, gives us the first in-depth
portrait of Ron Carey as he rose from a local union officer in the mid-1960s, to president of what
was, in 1991, the largest labor union in the United States. For many years, the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters was one of this country's most corrupt unions, with close ties to organized
crime. Hundreds of officers drew enormous salaries while doing no work. Pension funds were
drained to build Las Vegas casinos. Ultimately many Teamster leaders were either sent to prison or
killed. But because he was willing to put members first, Carey and the Teamsters were able to defeat
UPS and the major trucking companies along with their many enemies in the mob, in corporate
boardrooms, and in the halls of Congress. In the process Carey tangibly transformed the lives of
countless workers. Drawing on transcripts from court hearings, public records, newspaper
references and over fifty first-person interviews—including several off-the-record
conversations—Reiman brings us the untold story of Carey’s meteoric rise and demise.
  interview with the devil plot: Argosy All-story Weekly Frank Andrew Munsey, 1897
  interview with the devil plot: In a Spider's Web C. F. Kinnaman, Mrs. C. F. Kinnaman, 1900
  interview with the devil plot: The Devil's Gentleman Harold Schechter, 2008-09-30 From
renowned true-crime historian Harold Schechter, whom The Boston Book Review hails as “America’s
principal chronicler of its greatest psychopathic killers,” comes the riveting exploration of a
notorious, sensational New York City murder in the 1890s, the fascinating forensic science of an
earlier age, and the explosively dramatic trial that became a tabloid sensation at the turn of the
century. Death was by poison and came in the mail: A package of Bromo Seltzer had been
anonymously sent to Harry Cornish, the popular athletic director of Manhattan’s elite Knickerbocker
Athletic Club. Cornish barely survived swallowing a small dose; his cousin Mrs. Katherine Adams
died in agony after ingesting the toxic brew. Scandal sheets owned by Hearst and Pulitzer eagerly
jumped on this story of fatal high-society intrigue, speculating that the devious killer was a chemist,
a woman, or “an effeminate man.” Forensic studies suggested cyanide as the cause of death;
handwriting on the deadly package and the vestige of a label glued to the bottle pointed to a
handsome, athletic society scamp, Roland Molineux. The wayward son of a revered Civil War
general, Molineux had clashed bitterly with Cornish before. He had even furiously denounced
Cornish when penning his resignation from the Knickerbocker Club, a letter that later proved a
major clue. Bon vivant Molineux had recently wed the sensuous Blanche Chesebrough, an opera
singer whose former lover, Henry Barnet, had also recently died . . . after taking medicine sent to
him through the mail. Molineux’s subsequent indictment for murder led to two explosive trials, a
sex-infused scandal that shocked the nation, and a lurid print-media circus that ended in madness
and a proud family’s disgrace. In bold, brilliant strokes, Schechter captures all the colors of the
tumultuous legal case, gathering his own evidence and tackling subjects no one dared address at the
time–all in hopes of answering the tantalizing question: What powerfully dark motives could drive
the wealthy scion of an eminent New York family to foul murder? Schechter vividly portrays the
case’s fascinating cast of characters, including Julian Hawthorne, son of Nathaniel Hawthorne, a
prolific yellow journalist who covered the story, and proud General Edward Leslie Molineux, whose
son’s ignoble deeds besmirched a dignified national hero’s final years. All the while Schechter brings
alive Manhattan’s Gilded Age: a gaslit world of elegant town houses and hidden bordellos, chic
restaurants and shabby opium dens, a city peopled by men and women fighting and losing the battle
against urges an upright era had ordered suppressed. Superbly researched and powerfully written,
The Devil’s Gentleman is an insightful, gripping work, a true-crime historian’s crowning
achievement.
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