
is merrick garland conservative

is merrick garland conservative is a question that has attracted significant attention in political and legal
circles. As the Attorney General of the United States and a former federal judge, Merrick Garland's judicial
philosophy and political leanings have been scrutinized extensively. Understanding whether Garland is
conservative involves examining his career, judicial decisions, and public statements. This article delves into
Garland’s background, his tenure on the bench, and his role as Attorney General to provide a comprehensive
perspective. It will also explore how his approach aligns or diverges from conservative principles and what
that means for his influence on American law and policy. This analysis seeks to clarify the nuances behind the
question and offer a well-rounded understanding of Merrick Garland’s ideological stance.
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Background and Career Overview

Merrick Garland has had a distinguished career in law, serving in various capacities that have shaped his
reputation. Born in 1952, Garland graduated from Harvard Law School and quickly established himself as a
formidable legal mind. He clerked for influential Supreme Court Justice William J. Brennan Jr., known for his
progressive views, which provides early insight into Garland's exposure to a broad spectrum of judicial
thought.

Garland later served as a federal prosecutor and then as a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C.
Circuit, often regarded as the second most powerful court in the country. His judicial tenure was marked by a
moderate and meticulous approach to cases, often emphasizing the importance of precedent and legal stability.
Garland’s nomination to the Supreme Court by President Obama in 2016 was notable for his reputation as a
consensus builder rather than a partisan figure, yet the Senate did not hold hearings, leaving his judicial
philosophy a subject of debate.

Judicial Philosophy and Record

Examining Merrick Garland’s judicial philosophy is essential to understanding whether he aligns with
conservative principles. Garland is often described as a centrist or moderate, focusing on legal pragmatism
rather than ideological extremes. His rulings typically reflect a careful balancing of legal interpretation and
deference to legislative intent.

Approach to Constitutional Interpretation

Garland’s approach to constitutional law tends to avoid originalism, a favored method among conservatives.
Instead, he demonstrates a preference for a more pragmatic and precedent-based methodology. His judicial
opinions often emphasize the importance of context and the evolving nature of law, distinguishing him from
strict conservative jurists who prioritize the framers’ original intent.



Notable Cases and Decisions

During his time on the D.C. Circuit, Garland participated in decisions involving administrative law, national
security, and civil rights. Some of his rulings supported expanded governmental authority, aligning with more
liberal or moderate views, while others reflected restraint in judicial activism, a trait admired by
conservatives.

Supported government regulatory power in environmental and administrative cases

Upheld individual rights in certain civil liberties cases

Demonstrated deference to executive authority in national security matters

Overall, his record does not fit neatly into a conservative mold but rather presents a nuanced legal
philosophy focused on balance and moderation.

Political Affiliations and Public Perception

While Merrick Garland is a registered Democrat, his career has been characterized by a low-profile, nonpartisan
image. Unlike many judges whose decisions clearly reflect partisan leanings, Garland has maintained a reputation
for impartiality and judicial restraint.

Senate Confirmation and Political Controversy

Garland’s 2016 Supreme Court nomination was blocked by Senate Republicans, who argued that his judicial
philosophy was too liberal or activist for their liking. However, some conservative commentators
acknowledged his moderate record. This political impasse contributed to public confusion about whether
Garland should be labeled conservative, liberal, or moderate.

Media and Public Opinion

In public discourse, Garland is sometimes portrayed as a centrist or a pragmatic moderate rather than a
staunch conservative. His appointment as Attorney General by President Joe Biden further reinforced perceptions
of Garland as aligned with mainstream Democratic policies, especially in areas like civil rights enforcement and
criminal justice reform.

Merrick Garland’s Role as Attorney General

As the U.S. Attorney General since 2021, Merrick Garland’s actions and policies offer additional insight into
his ideological stance. His tenure reflects priorities consistent with the Biden administration’s agenda, focusing
on justice equity, protecting voting rights, and upholding federal law enforcement integrity.

Key Policy Initiatives

Garland has overseen efforts to combat domestic terrorism, address civil rights violations, and reform
policing practices. These initiatives align more closely with progressive and moderate Democratic priorities
than with conservative ones.



Interactions with Conservative Issues

Despite leading a department often criticized by conservatives, Garland has sought to maintain the DOJ’s
independence and avoid overt politicization. His stewardship is marked by upholding the rule of law, even in
contentious areas such as election security and immigration enforcement.

Analysis of Conservative Alignment

Determining whether Merrick Garland is conservative requires synthesizing his judicial philosophy, career
history, and current policy priorities. Garland’s record suggests a legal thinker committed to moderation,
balance, and deference to institutional processes rather than ideological rigidity.

Factors Supporting Conservative Label

Judicial restraint and respect for precedent

Deference to executive authority in national security cases

Emphasis on rule of law and avoiding judicial activism

Factors Against Conservative Label

Registered Democrat with mainstream Democratic policy alignment

Support for civil rights expansion and voting rights protections

Pragmatic constitutional interpretation rather than originalism

Overall, Merrick Garland is best described as a centrist or moderate legal figure rather than a conservative in
the traditional sense. His approach balances respect for legal tradition with a commitment to justice and
equity, distinguishing him from more ideologically driven conservative jurists.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is Merrick Garland considered a conservative judge?

Merrick Garland is generally viewed as a moderate to liberal judge rather than a conservative. His judicial
record reflects centrist and pragmatic decisions.

What is Merrick Garland's political ideology?

Merrick Garland is often characterized as a centrist or moderate with a pragmatic approach, avoiding strong
ideological positions commonly associated with conservative or liberal labels.



How has Merrick Garland ruled on conservative issues?

Merrick Garland's rulings have sometimes aligned with conservative views, but overall, he tends to balance
legal principles without a clear conservative bias.

Did Merrick Garland receive support from conservatives?

Merrick Garland received limited support from conservative politicians, as many viewed him as more aligned with
moderate or liberal perspectives.

Is Merrick Garland's appointment seen as a conservative or liberal move?

Merrick Garland's appointment by President Obama was seen as a moderate to liberal choice, not a
conservative one.

How does Merrick Garland's judicial philosophy compare to conservative
justices?

Merrick Garland's judicial philosophy is more centrist and focused on consensus and legal precedent,
contrasting with the more ideologically conservative approach of some Supreme Court justices.

Additional Resources
1. The Judicial Philosophy of Merrick Garland: A Conservative Perspective
This book explores the legal philosophies and decisions of Merrick Garland, analyzing whether his judicial
approach aligns with conservative principles. It delves into his rulings on key cases, examining his stance on
constitutional interpretation, federal power, and individual rights. The author provides a balanced view,
comparing Garland's record to other conservative judges.

2. Merrick Garland and the Conservative Court: Myth or Reality?
This book investigates the claim that Merrick Garland embodies conservative judicial values. By reviewing his
career, from the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals to his nomination to the Supreme Court, the author assesses
Garland’s political and ideological leanings. It discusses the implications of his potential confirmation on the
balance of the Court.

3. Conservative or Centrist? Unpacking Merrick Garland’s Legal Legacy
Focusing on Garland’s judicial record, this book examines whether he should be classified as a conservative or a
centrist. It provides case studies illustrating Garland’s decisions on issues like healthcare, executive power,
and civil rights. The analysis highlights the complexity of labeling judges within strict ideological categories.

4. The Garland Nomination Debate: Conservatism on Trial
This title covers the political and legal debates surrounding Merrick Garland’s Supreme Court nomination in
2016. It discusses the Republican Senate’s refusal to hold hearings and the arguments about Garland’s
conservatism or liberalism. The book offers insights into the partisan struggles over judicial appointments.

5. Merrick Garland’s Role in Shaping Conservative Jurisprudence
This book traces Garland’s influence on conservative legal thought through his judgments and writings. It
argues that despite being considered a moderate, Garland’s decisions often reflect conservative judicial
principles like restraint and respect for precedent. The author evaluates his impact on the broader conservative
legal movement.

6. Is Merrick Garland a Conservative? Analyzing His Court Opinions
A detailed examination of Garland's court opinions, this book assesses whether his rulings align with
conservative ideology. It looks closely at his interpretations of the Constitution, administrative law, and
criminal justice matters. Readers gain a nuanced understanding of Garland’s judicial approach.



7. The Conservative Legal Mind and Merrick Garland: Compatibility Examined
This work explores the compatibility of Garland’s legal reasoning with conservative jurisprudence. It discusses
foundational conservative legal theories and compares them with Garland’s documented opinions and speeches.
The book provides a framework for understanding where Garland fits on the ideological spectrum.

8. Merrick Garland: Balancing Conservatism and Progressivism on the Bench
Highlighting Garland’s moderate reputation, this book discusses how he balances conservative and progressive
values in his judicial decisions. It explores his approach to controversial issues like religious freedom,
affirmative action, and regulatory power. The author argues that Garland’s jurisprudence defies simple
categorization.

9. The Politics of Merrick Garland: Conservative Claims and Realities
This book examines the political narratives surrounding Garland’s judicial identity, particularly claims of
conservatism. It analyzes media portrayals, political rhetoric, and Garland’s own statements to separate
fact from perception. The work offers a comprehensive view of Garland’s place in contemporary judicial
politics.
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  is merrick garland conservative: Who Are Conservatives and What Do They Believe In?
Cathleen Small, 2019-07-15 Since the modern conservative movement began nearly a century ago,
conservatives have made up a large segment of the American population. Readers will trace
conservatism from the Great Depression of the 1930s through the modern day under the Trump
administration. Conservatism experienced a unifying shift under President Ronald Reagan in the
early 1980s and has been thrust into the forefront in the twenty-first century, whereas it had been
more of a quiet majority for many years before. Readers will follow that journey and learn more
about what it means to be a fiscal conservative or a social conservative, how the ideology of
conservatism differs from specific political parties, and how the current political parties break down
into conservatives and liberals.
  is merrick garland conservative: MAGA and the White Social Conservative Worldview Arthur
H. Garrison, 2024-02-15 MAGA and the White Social Conservative Worldview: The Rhetoric that
Colonized the Republican Party examines how political narratives of the American myth created the
road that Donald Trump used to colonize and take control of not only the Republican Party but the
Republican base voter that was created through the political narratives of politicians including
Thomas Jefferson, John Calhoun, Strom Thurmond, George Wallace, Barry Goldwater, Ronald
Reagan, Richard Nixon, Pat Buchanan, and Newt Gingrich. All of which culminated in the rhetoric
and politics of the Tea Party and its subsequent champion Donald Trump. MAGA and the White
Social Conservative Worldview examines how Trump benefited from decades of resentment,
Southern Strategy politics and narratives within White social conservatism within the Republican
Party. Donald Trump is the heir of the party, with the seismic party change of Strom Thurmond and
a large bloc of Southern voters in reaction to Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts of the 1960s and
the Republican's ultimate adoption of the politics of states' rights and fear of tyranny from the
federal government. This book summarizes foundational rhetorical narratives of the Whitesocial
conservative worldview that formed the basis for the rise of its newest incantation – Trumpism and
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how this newest iteration of ideas dating back to Jefferson and Calhoun colonized the modern
Republican Party.
  is merrick garland conservative: The Conservative Revolution of Antonin Scalia Howard
Schweber, David A Schultz, 2020-07-07 Many hoped or feared that Antonin Scalia’s appointment to
the Supreme Court in 1986 would guarantee a conservative counter-revolution that would reverse
the liberal jurisprudence of the Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl Warren and which was
continued to some extent under the Burger Court though the influence of Justice William Brennan.
In addition, President Reagan described Scalia’s nomination as part of a project to remake the role
of the Court, promote an interpretive approach of originalism, and shift authority and discretion to
the States. Yet by the time of his death in 2016 it was unclear to what extent Scalia had effected the
legal, institutional, or political revolutions that had been anticipated. While the Court did move to
the right doctrinally, and reversed or modified many Vinson-Warren-Burger precedents, Scalia’s
influence on constitutional jurisprudence turned out to be far less than it could have been, and his
ability to persuade other Justices to adopt his legal views—both substantively and
methodologically—was less than many mainstream media accounts recognize. Scalia’s institutional
and political legacies are similarly complex: he was neither as transformative a figure as some of his
allies might have hoped nor so unimportant as some of his detractors might have wished. The fact
that his death and the controversy surrounding his replacement is so intense speaks to the fragile
legacy that Scalia really has had on the Supreme Court after 30 years. This book will assess Scalia’s
legacy in an edited volume that assembles leading legal and political science scholars who will
evaluate his impact across a range of jurisprudential, institutional, and political issues.
  is merrick garland conservative: The Rights Turn in Conservative Christian Politics
Andrew R. Lewis, 2017-10-19 Explains how abortion politics influenced a fundamental shift in
conservative Christian politics, teaching conservatives to embrace rights arguments.
  is merrick garland conservative: The Republican Resistance Jeff R. DeWitt, Andrew L.
Pieper, 2020-10-23 The election of Donald Trump as President of the United States in November
2016 was a political earthquake, one supporters and detractors alike agree has changed the course
of history. The policy implications have been stark and will continue well beyond his presidency. The
political implications have been perhaps even more drastic—for both political parties. Trump has
shaken the 40-year-old coalition of traditional conservatives, orthodox religious voters, and
free-market libertarians that has long-composed the Republican Party. The Republican Resistance:
#NeverTrump Conservatives and the Future of the GOP explores the members of that coalition,
especially traditional, establishment-oriented Republicans and conservative intellectuals who
opposed his candidacy, who generally still oppose his presidency, and who represent the
elite-in-waiting that believes it will have to rebuild the GOP when the Trump coalition implodes. In
the end, The Republican Resistance argues that the Trump presidency and the #NeverTrump
countermovement reflect key features of modern American politics which both major political
parties must contend: the rise of a populist insurgency intent on overtaking the parties from within
and challenges of embracing demographic and structural realities on the one hand while catering to
a political base often built to oppose those trends on the other.
  is merrick garland conservative: American Public Opinion and the Modern Supreme Court,
1930-2020 Thomas R. Marshall, 2022-04-29 The United States Supreme Court is commonly thought
to be an institution far removed from American public opinion. Yet nearly two-thirds of modern
Supreme Court decisions reflect popular attitudes. Comparing over 500 Supreme Court decisions
with timely nationwide poll questions since the mid-1930s, Thomas R. Marshall shows that most
Supreme Court decisions agree with poll majorities or pluralities across time and across issues and
often represent Americans’ views to the same degree as federal policymakers. This book looks
beyond the litigants, economic interests, social movements, organized interest groups, or units of
governments typically involved and instead examines how well the Court or the justices represent
Americans’ views. Using nationwide public opinion, broken down by key subgroups, race, gender,
education, and party affiliation, better describes exactly whom Supreme Court decisions and the



justices’ individual votes best represent. His book will be of interest to scholars in political science,
legal studies, history, and sociology.
  is merrick garland conservative: The Supreme Court Lawrence Baum, 2018-09-12 Connecting
recent events to their effects on the courts, policy, and society, the Thirteenth Edition of The
Supreme Court provides a brief yet comprehensive introduction to the U.S. Supreme Court. In
successive chapters, the book examines major aspects of the Court, including the selection,
backgrounds, and departures of justices; the creation of the Court's agenda; the decision-making
process and the factors that shape the Court's decisions; the substance of the Court's policies; and
the Court's impact on government and American society. Delving deeply into personalities and
procedures, author Lawrence Baum provides a balanced explanation of the Court’s actions and the
behavior of its justices as he reveals its complexity, reach, and influence. Updated with the most
recent data displayed in a lively photo program, the new edition of this bestseller is one of the most
engaging books on this subject available.
  is merrick garland conservative: May It Please the Court Brian L. Porto, 2017-07-28 This
practical, comprehensive, and engaging introduction to the American judicial system is designed
primarily for undergraduate students in criminal justice, liberal arts, political science, and beginning
law. It differs from other texts not only by delivering an insider’s view of the courts, but also by
demonstrating how the judicial process operates at the intersection of law and politics. Unlike the
many dull and inaccessible texts in this field, May It Please The Court conveys the human drama of
civil and criminal litigation. With an updated epilogue, case studies, and discussion questions, this
third edition is a robust resource for criminal justice students.
  is merrick garland conservative: The Democracy Fix Caroline Fredrickson, 2019-04-23 The
former special assistant for legislative affairs to President Clinton, president of the American
Constitution Society, and author of the damn fine (Elle) Under the Bus shows how the left can undo
the right's damage and take the country back Despite representing the beliefs of a minority of the
American public on many issues, conservatives are in power not just in Washington, DC, but also in
state capitals and courtrooms across the country. They got there because, while progressives fought
to death over the nuances of policy and to bring attention to specific issues, conservatives focused
on simply gaining power by gaming our democracy. They understood that policy follows power, not
the other way around. Now, in a sensational new book, Caroline Fredrickson—who has had a
front-row seat on the political drama in DC for decades while working to shape progressive policies
as special assistant for legislative affairs to President Clinton, chief of staff to Senator Maria
Cantwell, deputy chief of staff to Senator Tom Daschle, and president of the American Constitution
Society—argues that it's time for progressives to focus on winning. She shows us how we can learn
from the Right by having the determination to focus on judicial elections, state power, and voter
laws without stooping to their dishonest, rule-breaking tactics. We must be ruthless in thinking
through how to change the rules of the game to regain power, expand the franchise, end voter
suppression, win judicial elections, and fight for transparency and fairness in our political system,
and Fredrickson shows us how.
  is merrick garland conservative: Lawyers and the Rule of Law Andrew Boon, 2022-10-20 This
book examines lawyers' contributions to creating and maintaining the rule of law, one of the pillars
of a liberal democracy. It moves from the European Enlightenment to the modern day, exploring the
role of judges, government lawyers, and private practitioners in creating, defining, and being
defined by, the demands of modern society. The book is divided into 4 parts representing the big
themes. The first part considers lawyers' contribution to the growth of constitutionalism, the second,
the formulation of roles and identities, and the third the formation of values. The fourth part focuses
on the challenges faced by lawyers and the rule of law in the past 50 years, the neoliberal period,
and how they challenge both conceptions of lawyers and the rule of law. Each part is illustrated by
defining events, from the execution of Charles I, through the Nuremberg Trials, to the insurrection
by supporters of Donald Trump in January 2021. Although the focus is on England and Wales,
parallel developments in other jurisdictions, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the USA, are



considered. This allows analysis of lawyers' historical and contemporary engagement with the rule of
law in jurisdictional systems based on the Common Law. Each chapter is thematic, but the passage
through the book is broadly chronological.
  is merrick garland conservative: Amy Coney Barrett: Supreme Court Justice Kate Conley,
2021-08-01 This title examines the life and career of the lawyer and judge who was confirmed to the
US Supreme Court in 2020. Nominated by President Donald Trump in the final months of his term,
Barrett became the fifth female justice in the history of the Supreme Court. Features include a
glossary, web resources, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and
correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  is merrick garland conservative: Political Control of America's Courts Helena Silverstein,
2023-01-18 This volume explores the many ways in which politics shapes the allegedly nonpartisan
judicial system in America, ranging from how judges are selected to the bench to how they rule
when they get there. Each title in the Contemporary Debates series examines the veracity of
controversial claims or beliefs surrounding a major political/cultural issue in the United States. Each
book gives readers a clear and unbiased understanding of current high-interest issues by informing
them about falsehoods, half-truths, and misconceptions-and confirming the factual validity of other
assertions-that have gained traction in America's cultural and political discourse. This volume in the
series provides a deeply researched and even-handed account of the relationship between America's
judicial branch-which is supposed to view law through a nonpartisan lens-and the sometimes
poisonous partisanship that is such a notorious factor in the nation's other two branches of
government. Is political combat over judicial nominations worse than ever before? What impact is
the politicization of the courts having on public faith in the legitimacy of the courts and our wider
political system? Was former Supreme Court justice Sandra Day right when she asserted that
judicial independence is a bedrock principle of our court system, and we are losing it? This work will
provide insights into all these questions and more.
  is merrick garland conservative: The Cycles of Constitutional Time Jack M. Balkin,
2020-08-01 What will happen to American democracy? The nation's past holds vital clues for
understanding where we are now and where we are headed. In The Cycles of Constitutional Time,
the eminent constitutional theorist Jack Balkin explains how America's constitutional system
changes through the interplay among three cycles: the rise and fall of dominant political parties, the
waxing and waning of political polarization, and alternating episodes of constitutional decay and
constitutional renewal. If America's politics seems especially fraught today, it is because we are
nearing the end of the Republican Party's political dominance, at the height of a long cycle of
political polarization, and suffering from an advanced case of what he calls constitutional rot. In fact,
when people talk about constitutional crisis, Balkin explains, they are usually describing
constitutional rot--the historical process through which republics become less representative and
less devoted to the common good. Brought on by increasing economic inequality and loss of trust,
constitutional rot threatens our constitutional system. But Balkin offers a message of hope: We have
been through these cycles before, and we will get through them again. He describes what our
politics will look like as polarization lessens and constitutional rot recedes. Balkin also explains how
the cycles of constitutional time shape the work of the federal courts and theories about
constitutional interpretation. He shows how the political parties have switched sides on judicial
review not once but twice in the twentieth century, and what struggles over judicial review will look
like in the coming decades. Drawing on literatures from history, law, and political science, this is a
fascinating ride through American history with important lessons for the present and the future.
  is merrick garland conservative: The Court v. The Voters Joshua A. Douglas, 2024-05-14 An
urgent and gripping look at the erosion of voting rights and its implications for democracy, told
through the stories of 9 Supreme Court decisions—and the next looming case In The Court v. The
Voters, law professor Joshua Douglas takes us behind the scenes of significant cases in voting
rights—some surprising and unknown, some familiar—to investigate the historic crossroads that
have irrevocably changed our elections and the nation. In crisp and accessible prose, Douglas tells



the story of each case, sheds light on the intractable election problems we face as a result, and
highlights the unique role the highest court has played in producing a broken electoral system.
Douglas charts infamous cases like: Bush v. Gore, which opened the door to many election law
claims Citizens United, which contributed to skewed representation—but perhaps not in the way you
might think Shelby County v. Holder, which gutted the vital protections of the Voting Rights Act
Crawford v. Marion County Elections Board, which allowed states to enforce voter ID laws and make
it harder for people to vote The Court v. The Voters powerfully reminds us of the tangible, real-world
effects from the Court’s voting rights decisions. While we can—and should—lament the democracy
that might have been, Douglas argues that we can—and should—double down in our efforts to
protect the right to vote.
  is merrick garland conservative: Politics by Any Other Name Benjamin Ginsberg, 2025-08-15
This book critiques a modern U.S. political system characterized by the partisan weaponization of
bureaucratic systems and institutions. Competition for political power in the United States today is
not just about winning elections. Competing political forces attempt to win at the polls, but they do
not bet all their chips on electoral outcomes. Each party has built an institutional bastion within
portions of the federal bureaucracy. Each party makes use of judicial and criminal proceedings for
partisan purposes—a practice dubbed “lawfare” by the national media. And, acting through various
surrogates, each party sponsors “violence by proxy,” to achieve its ends. To the extent that political
struggles are fought outside the electoral arena, ordinary Americans have little or no voice in public
affairs. And, unfortunately, in the United States today, a good deal of political struggle takes place
outside the electoral arena. This book will be used in undergraduate and graduate classes in political
parties, electoral politics, and in general U.S. government classes.
  is merrick garland conservative: The Death of Affirmative Action? Carter, J. Scott, Lippard,
Cameron D., 2021-07-14 Affirmative action in college admissions has been a polarizing policy since
its inception, decried by some as unfairly biased and supported by others as a necessary corrective
to institutionalized inequality. In recent years, the protected status of affirmative action has become
uncertain, as legal challenges chip away at its foundations. This book looks through a sociological
lens at both the history of affirmative action and its increasingly tenuous future. J. Scott Carter and
Cameron D. Lippard first survey how and why so-called colorblind rhetoric was originally used to
frame affirmative action and promote a political ideology. The authors then provide detailed
examinations of a host of recent Supreme Court cases that have sought to threaten or undermine it.
Carter and Lippard analyze why the arguments of these challengers have successfully influenced
widespread changes in attitude toward affirmative action, concluding that the discourse and
arguments over these policies are yet more unfortunate manifestations of the quest to preserve the
racial status quo in the United States.
  is merrick garland conservative: Keeping the Republic Christine Barbour, Gerald C. Wright,
2019-01-02 I consistently recommend the book to [colleagues] who are teaching American
government for the first time. It is easy to use, and it provides all of the basics that any student
would ever need to know. It is easy for students to read, and it challenges their preconceived notions
about the world... —James W. Stoutenborough, Idaho State University Keeping the Republic gives
students the power to examine the narrative of what′s going on in American politics, distinguish fact
from fiction and balance from bias, and influence the message through informed citizenship.
Keeping the Republic draws students into the study of American politics, showing them how to think
critically about who gets what, and how while exploring the twin themes of power and citizenship.
Students are pushed to consider how and why institutions and rules determine who wins and who
loses in American politics, and to be savvy consumers of political information. The thoroughly
updated Ninth Edition considers how a major component of power is who controls the information,
how it is assembled into narratives, and whether we come to recognize fact from fiction. Citizens
now have unprecedented access to power – the ability to create and share their own narratives –
while simultaneously being even more vulnerable to those trying to shape their views. The political
landscape of today gives us new ways to keep the republic, and some high-tech ways to lose it.



Throughout the text and its features, authors Christine Barbour and Gerald Wright show students
how to effectively apply the critical thinking skills they develop to the political information they
encounter every day. Students are challenged to deconstruct prevailing narratives and effectively
harness the political power of the information age for themselves. Up-to-date with 2018 election
results and analysis, as well as the impact of recent Supreme Court rulings, shifting demographics,
and emerging and continuing social movements, Keeping the Republic, Ninth Edition is a
much-needed resource to help students make sense of politics in America today. Keeping the
Republic, The Essentials is identical to the full version of the text, minus the three policy chapters. A
Complete Teaching & Learning Package SAGE Vantage Digital Option Engage, Learn, Soar with
SAGE Vantage, an intuitive digital platform that delivers Keeping the Republic, Ninth Essentials
Edition textbook content in a learning experience carefully designed to ignite student engagement
and drive critical thinking. Built with you and your students in mind, it offers easy course set-up and
enables students to better prepare for class. Learn more. Assignable Video Assignable Video
(available on the SAGE Vantage platform) is tied to learning objectives and curated exclusively for
this text to bring concepts to life and appeal to different learning styles. Watch a sample video now.
SAGE Coursepacks FREE! Easily import our quality instructor and student resource content into
your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Learn more. SAGE Edge FREE
online resources for students that make learning easier. See how your students benefit. SAGE
course outcomes: Measure Results, Track Success Outlined in your text and mapped to chapter
learning objectives, SAGE course outcomes are crafted with specific course outcomes in mind and
vetted by advisors in the field. See how SAGE course outcomes tie in with this book’s chapter-level
objectives at edge.sagepub.com/ barbour9e. CQ Press Lecture Spark Designed to save you time and
ignite student engagement, these free weekly lecture launchers focus on current event topics tied to
key concepts in American government. Access this week’s topic. Contact your rep to learn more.
  is merrick garland conservative: Supreme Inequality Adam Cohen, 2021-02-23 “With
Supreme Inequality, Adam Cohen has built, brick by brick, an airtight case against the Supreme
Court of the last half-century...Cohen’s book is a closing statement in the case against an institution
tasked with protecting the vulnerable, which has emboldened the rich and powerful instead.”
—Dahlia Lithwick, senior editor, Slate A revelatory examination of the conservative direction of the
Supreme Court over the last fifty years. In Supreme Inequality, bestselling author Adam Cohen
surveys the most significant Supreme Court rulings since the Nixon era and exposes how, contrary
to what Americans like to believe, the Supreme Court does little to protect the rights of the poor and
disadvantaged; in fact, it has not been on their side for fifty years. Cohen proves beyond doubt that
the modern Court has been one of the leading forces behind the nation’s soaring level of economic
inequality, and that an institution revered as a source of fairness has been systematically making
America less fair. A triumph of American legal, political, and social history, Supreme Inequality holds
to account the highest court in the land and shows how much damage it has done to America’s ideals
of equality, democracy, and justice for all.
  is merrick garland conservative: Congress A to Z Chuck McCutcheon, 2022-06-13 Congress
A to Z provides ready-reference insight into the national legislature, its organization, processes,
major legislation, and history. No other volume so clearly and concisely explains every key aspect of
the national legislature. The Seventh Edition of this classic, easy-to-use reference is updated with
new entries covering the dramatic congressional events of recent years, including a demographically
younger Congress, the urban-rural divide, and climate change. Each of the more than 250 entries,
arranged in encyclopedic A-to-Z format, provides insight into the key questions readers have about
the U.S. Congress and helps them make sense of the continued division between Republicans and
Democrats, the methods members use to advance their agendas, the influence of lobby groups, the
role of committees and strong-willed leaders, and much more. Key Features: Available in both
electronic and print formats Quick answers to questions as well as in-depth background on the U.S.
Congress Detailed tables and index Entries now include cross-references and lists of further
readings to help readers continue the research journey



  is merrick garland conservative: American Politics and Society David McKay, 2021-11-08
Provides an up-to-date introduction and analysis of the US political scene written from a
comparative perspective, newly revised and updated throughout American Politics and Society in an
accessible introduction to the main institutions of the US federal government, discussing the most
recent developments in broader economic, social, and comparative contexts. Now in its tenth
edition, this popular textbook applies an international perspective to the relevance of historical
trends, research findings in political science, and present-day governmental procedures, structures,
and debates. Acclaimed author David McKay guides students through the complexities of the
American political system while encouraging them to evaluate the widening ideological divide that
now defines American political life and public discourse. Since the publication of the previous
edition, America has undergone some of the most dramatic events in its history—from the COVID-19
pandemic, to the widespread protests against racial and economic injustice, to the aggressive
populist rhetoric of Donald Trump, to the bitterly contested 2020 presidential election that
culminated in the violent assault on the US Capitol. In this edition, the author addresses the
escalating ideological conflict, the rise of extremism in the Republican Party, arguments over the
proper role of government, the public’s expectations of politicians and political processes, and more.
Offering valuable insights into both the social-political past and present of America, this classic
textbook: Examines the policy process in such areas as civil rights, social policy, economic policy,
the environment, and foreign policy Evaluates the performance of US government over the last
decade and audits the broader American political system Encourages students to critically assess the
US government in areas of democratic responsiveness and public accountability Compares
international social-political perspectives to those that are uniquely American Discusses of the role
of beliefs and values in American politics and how they influence broader society and economy
Thanks to its clear and engaging narrative and its wealth of pedagogical features, American Politics
and Society, Tenth Edition remains the ideal introductory textbook for courses exploring the
institutions and processes of the US government and the most important events in the current
American social and political landscape.
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