iran foreign policy history

iran foreign policy history reflects a complex and evolving narrative shaped by geopolitical challenges,
regional dynamics, and ideological shifts. From its ancient imperial roots to the modern Islamic
Republic, Iran's approach to international relations has been marked by periods of both cooperation
and confrontation. Understanding this history is crucial to grasping contemporary Middle Eastern
politics and global diplomacy. This article explores key phases in Iran's foreign policy, including the
Qajar and Pahlavi dynasties, the impact of the 1979 Islamic Revolution, and Iran’s role in regional and
global affairs today. The discussion highlights how Iran’s strategic interests, religious ideology, and
external pressures have influenced its diplomatic conduct over time. The following sections provide a

detailed overview of Iran’s foreign policy trajectory and its implications for international relations.

Early Foundations of Iran’s Foreign Policy

Foreign Policy During the Pahlavi Era

The Islamic Revolution and Its Impact on Foreign Relations

Iran’s Regional Policies and Strategic Goals

e Contemporary Challenges and International Engagements

Early Foundations of Iran’s Foreign Policy



The Qajar Dynasty and Diplomatic Challenges

During the Qajar dynasty (1789-1925), Iran’s foreign policy was heavily influenced by the
encroachment of imperial powers, particularly Russia and Britain. The country faced territorial losses in
the Caucasus and Central Asia, which shaped a defensive and reactive diplomatic stance. The Great
Game—a strategic rivalry between Russia and Britain—placed Iran at the center of geopolitical
competition, limiting its sovereignty and forcing concessions through treaties such as the Treaty of

Turkmenchay (1828) and the Treaty of Gulistan (1813).

Early Modernization Efforts and International Relations

In response to foreign pressures, some Qajar rulers sought to modernize Iran’s military and
bureaucracy. Efforts were made to establish diplomatic missions abroad and engage with European
powers, but internal instability and corruption often undermined these attempts. Iran’s foreign policy
during this period was largely about maintaining independence and preventing further territorial

disintegration.

Foreign Policy During the Pahlavi Era

Reza Shah’s Nationalist Diplomacy

With the establishment of the Pahlavi dynasty in 1925, Reza Shah sought to strengthen Iran’s
sovereignty through modernization and centralization. His foreign policy emphasized neutrality and
non-alignment, aiming to reduce dependence on foreign powers while fostering economic
development. Reza Shah also expanded diplomatic ties, notably with Germany prior to World War I, to

diversify Iran’s international partnerships.



Mohammad Reza Shah and Alignment with the West

Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, who succeeded his father in 1941, shifted Iran’s foreign policy
towards closer alignment with the United States and Western Europe. This period saw Iran become a
key U.S. ally during the Cold War, participating in the Baghdad Pact and benefiting from military and
economic aid. The Shah’s government pursued policies of modernization and Westernization, which

influenced diplomatic relations and internal politics.

Oil Diplomacy and International Influence

Control over oil resources was central to Iran’s foreign policy during the Pahlavi era. The
nationalization of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company in 1951 under Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh
was a pivotal moment that strained relations with Britain and the United States. The subsequent 1953
coup, orchestrated with Western support, reinstated the Shah’s power and reaffirmed Western

influence over Iran’s oil industry, shaping future diplomatic interactions.

The Islamic Revolution and Its Impact on Foreign Relations

Shift to an ldeologically Driven Foreign Policy

The 1979 Islamic Revolution marked a radical departure in Iran’s foreign policy history. The
establishment of the Islamic Republic introduced a theocratic regime with an emphasis on exporting its
revolutionary ideology. This led to a confrontational stance towards the United States and Western
countries, epitomized by the hostage crisis at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. Iran’s foreign policy
became defined by opposition to Western influence and support for Islamic movements across the

region.



Relations with Neighboring Countries and Regional Conflicts

Post-revolutionary Iran sought to assert itself as a regional power, often clashing with neighboring Arab
states and Israel. The Iran-Irag War (1980-1988) was a significant event that shaped Iran’s military
and diplomatic strategies. During this conflict, Iran’s foreign policy focused on survival, garnering
support from non-aligned and sympathetic states while facing embargoes and isolation from much of

the international community.

Iran’s Regional Policies and Strategic Goals

Support for Proxy Groups and Regional Influence

Iran’s foreign policy history in recent decades has been characterized by support for proxy groups and
non-state actors to extend its influence. Organizations such as Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in
Palestine, and various militias in Iraq and Syria have been central to Tehran’s strategy to

counterbalance adversaries and project power.

Balancing Relations with Major Powers

Iran has pursued a complex diplomacy involving regional rivals and global powers. While maintaining
antagonistic relations with the United States and Israel, Iran has developed pragmatic ties with Russia
and China. This balancing act aims to mitigate sanctions and diplomatic isolation while securing

strategic partnerships.

Key Objectives in Regional Security

Iran’s strategic goals include:



¢ Maintaining regime security and preventing external intervention
¢ Promoting Shi’a political and religious interests
¢ Controlling strategic waterways such as the Strait of Hormuz

¢ Countering Sunni extremist groups and regional adversaries

Contemporary Challenges and International Engagements

Sanctions and Nuclear Diplomacy

In recent years, Iran’s foreign policy has been dominated by issues surrounding its nuclear program.
International sanctions have significantly impacted its economy and diplomatic relations. The Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) agreement of 2015 represented a high point in diplomatic
engagement, although its subsequent partial collapse has led to renewed tensions and negotiation

efforts.

Engagement with Global Institutions and Regional Organizations

Despite challenges, Iran continues to engage with international organizations such as the United
Nations and regional bodies like the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO). Diplomatic efforts
focus on reducing isolation, promoting economic cooperation, and addressing regional security

concerns.



Future Directions in Iran’s Foreign Policy

Looking ahead, Iran’s foreign policy history suggests a continued emphasis on preserving sovereignty,
expanding regional influence, and navigating great power rivalries. The balance between ideological
commitments and pragmatic diplomacy will likely shape Tehran’s approach to emerging global and

regional challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main goals of Iran's foreign policy during the Pahlavi
dynasty?

During the Pahlavi dynasty (1925-1979), Iran's foreign policy focused on modernization, strengthening
ties with Western countries, particularly the United States and the United Kingdom, and asserting

regional influence while maintaining sovereignty against colonial powers.

How did the 1979 Iranian Revolution impact Iran's foreign policy?

The 1979 Iranian Revolution drastically shifted Iran's foreign policy from pro-Western alignment to anti-
Western and anti-imperialist stances, emphasizing support for Islamic movements, opposition to the

United States and Israel, and promoting the concept of exporting the Islamic Revolution.

What role does the concept of 'Resistance Economy' play in Iran's
recent foreign policy?

The 'Resistance Economy' is a strategic framework in Iran's recent foreign policy aimed at reducing
dependency on foreign powers and sanctions by focusing on domestic production, economic self-

sufficiency, and strengthening regional partnerships to withstand external pressures.



How has Iran's foreign policy evolved in relation to its neighbors in the

Middle East?

Iran's foreign policy toward its Middle Eastern neighbors has evolved from regional cooperation to
assertive involvement in regional conflicts and proxy wars, supporting allied groups in Iraq, Syria,

Lebanon, and Yemen to expand its influence and counter rival states like Saudi Arabia.

What was the significance of the Iran Nuclear Deal (JCPOA) in Iran's
foreign policy history?

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), signed in 2015, marked a significant moment in
Iran's foreign policy by temporarily easing sanctions in exchange for nuclear program limitations,
signaling a willingness to engage diplomatically with the international community, although its future

remains uncertain.

How did Iran's foreign policy respond to U.S. sanctions and isolation?

In response to U.S. sanctions and diplomatic isolation, Iran's foreign policy has emphasized building
strategic partnerships with countries like China, Russia, and regional allies, expanding economic ties

beyond the West, and promoting self-reliance to mitigate the impact of sanctions.

What historical events shaped Iran's stance on Israel in its foreign
policy?

Iran's stance on Israel was shaped significantly by the 1979 Revolution, which led to Iran severing
diplomatic ties and adopting a policy of non-recognition and opposition to Israel, supporting Palestinian
causes and opposing Israeli influence in the region as part of its broader ideological and geopolitical

objectives.



Additional Resources

1. All the Shah’s Men: An American Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror

This book by Stephen Kinzer explores the 1953 ClA-led coup that overthrew Iran’s democratically
elected Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh. It delves into the historical context of U.S. and British
involvement in Iran’s oil industry and the long-term consequences of foreign intervention on Iranian
politics and the broader Middle East. The book provides a critical perspective on the origins of Iran’s

modern foreign policy challenges.

2. The Iran-Iraq War: A Military and Strategic History

Written by Williamson Murray and Kevin M. Woods, this book offers an in-depth analysis of the eight-
year conflict between Iran and Iraq from 1980 to 1988. It examines the geopolitical motivations behind
the war, the involvement of foreign powers, and the impact on Iran’s regional posture. The work is

essential for understanding how the war shaped Iran’s defense and diplomatic strategies.

3. Iran’s Foreign Policy in the Post-Soviet Era: Resisting the New International Order

This book by Anoushiravan Ehteshami investigates Iran’s foreign policy adjustments after the collapse
of the Soviet Union. It discusses Iran’s efforts to assert its regional influence amid changing global
dynamics and Western pressures. The author provides insight into Iran’s strategic calculations and its

relations with neighboring countries and major powers.

4. The Rise and Fall of the Pahlavi Dynasty

Fakhreddin Azimi’s work chronicles the history of the Pahlavi dynasty, focusing on Reza Shah and his
son Mohammad Reza Shah’s foreign policy decisions. The book highlights Iran’s modernization
efforts, alignment with Western powers, and the eventual fallout that led to the 1979 Islamic
Revolution. It offers valuable context for understanding subsequent shifts in Iran’s international

relations.

5. Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs
By Ray Takeyh, this book examines Iran’s foreign policy following the 1979 Islamic Revolution. It
analyzes the ideological foundations of the Islamic Republic’s diplomacy, including its support for proxy

groups and resistance to U.S. influence. The book provides a nuanced view of how revolutionary



ideals have shaped Iran’s interactions on the global stage.

6. The Persian Puzzle: The Conflict Between Iran and America

Kenneth M. Pollack offers a comprehensive look at the complex and often adversarial relationship
between Iran and the United States. The book covers historical episodes, including the hostage crisis,
sanctions, and nuclear negotiations, providing insights into the strategic distrust and attempts at

diplomacy. It is a key resource for understanding the bilateral tensions affecting Iran’s foreign policy.

7. Iran and the United States: An Insider’s View on the Failed Past and the Road to Peace

This memoir by Seyyed Hossein Mousavian, a former Iranian diplomat, provides an insider’s
perspective on Iran-U.S. relations. Mousavian discusses diplomatic efforts, misunderstandings, and
missed opportunities for rapprochement. The book sheds light on the complexities of Iran’s foreign

policy and the challenges of achieving peaceful engagement.

8. The Shia Revival: How Conflicts within Islam Will Shape the Future

Vali Nasr explores the rise of Shia political power, with a significant focus on Iran’s role as the leader
of the Shia world. The book connects Iran’s religious identity to its foreign policy ambitions, particularly
in Iraqg, Lebanon, and Syria. It offers a broader understanding of how sectarian dynamics influence

Iran’s regional strategies.

9. Iran’s Nuclear Diplomacy: Power Politics and Conflict Resolution

This book by Nasser Hadian provides a detailed account of Iran’s nuclear program and the
international negotiations surrounding it. It examines the interplay between Iran’s domestic priorities
and foreign policy objectives, as well as the responses from global actors. The analysis is crucial for

comprehending one of the most contentious aspects of Iran’s foreign relations.
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iran foreign policy history: US Foreign Policy and the Iranian Revolution C. Emery,
2013-10-15 This book provides a fresh perspective on the origins of the confrontation between the

US and Iran. It demonstrates that, contrary to the claims of Iran's leaders, there was no instinctive
American hostility towards the Revolution, and explains why many assumptions guiding US policy
were inappropriate for dealing with the new reality in Iran.

iran foreign policy history: Foreign Policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran Przemyslaw
Osiewicz, 2020-11-29 Providing a well-balanced and impartial perspective on the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, this book contributes to a better understanding of the current foreign
policy of Iran, especially its internal and external determinants. Combining theoretical and practical
aspects, it provides readers with a short analysis of Iranian foreign policy. The first part is dedicated
to the Pahlavi era between 1925-1979. The second consists of three chapters covering issues
relating to ideological and institutional aspects of Iranian foreign policy after 1979. The last part
incorporates eight case studies which best present both regional and global dimensions. This
comprehensive study contains a synthesis of views and opinions of commentators and scholars who
often represent contradictory perspectives. Serving as a key reference and starting point for further
studies, this book will be of interest to students and researchers studying Iranian foreign policy,
international relations, and Middle Eastern studies.

iran foreign policy history: History of International Relations and Russian Foreign Policy in
the 20th Century (Volume II) Boris F. Martyn, Anatoly V. Torkunov, William C. Wohlforth,
2020-01-08 This second volume, focusing on 1945-1991, unpacks the reasons for the Cold War and
takes the reader through its ebbs, flows and unexpected end. How did the allies of World War II
become enemies? The authors argue that the Cold War controversy could have been avoided, or at
least mitigated, had the sides been guided by healthy pragmatism instead of ideology and
megalomania. Contradictory relations between the superpowers, regional wars and conflicts, and
the scramble to escape a nuclear Holocaust—all of this reads sometimes as a good detective story.
Perestroika and Glasnost, useful as they might be, came too late to radically improve the poisonous
atmosphere of enmity in East-West relations. The end of the Cold War did not mean the end of
rivalry. Good will in this case did not guarantee good outcomes. As civilizational, cultural, personal
and religious contradictions begin to replace economic and social divides, we need to be fully aware
of our past if we are to do our best to resolve these issues.

iran foreign policy history: The Cambridge History of Iran William Bayne Fisher, P. Avery, G.
R. G. Hambly, C. Melville, 1968 Iran from 1722-1979: political, social, economic and religious
aspects of Iran.

iran foreign policy history: Islamic Republic of Iran’s Foreign Policy in the South
Caucasus Shabnam Dadparvar, 2023-10-09 This book delves into the connections between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the countries of the southern Caucasus region following the 1979
revolution. It focuses on their political, economic, and cultural interactions and elaborates on Iran's
foreign policy principles, discourses, and significant decision-making institutions. It also addresses
the process of nation-state building in the southern Caucasus, the challenges involved, and the
geopolitical and strategic importance of this area for Iran. Factors influencing the relations are
scrutinised, alongside an evaluation of the proposed accession of the Republic of Azerbaijan into
Iran, based on insights from Hashemi Rafsanjani's diary. The work further investigates the legal
framework of the Caspian Sea and Aras River, examines the strategic implications of the 2020
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict for Iran and other relevant actors, and analyses the repercussions of the
Ukraine war on transportation routes. This book will help researchers of the Middle East and the
Caucasus better understand Iran's relations with the region.

iran foreign policy history: The Routledge History of U.S. Foreign Relations Tyson Reeder,
2021-12-29 The Routledge History of U.S. Foreign Relations provides a comprehensive view of U.S.
diplomacy and foreign affairs from the founding to the present. With contributions from recognized
experts from around the world, this volume unveils America’s long and complicated history on the



world stage. It presents the United States’ evolution from a weak player, even a European pawn, to a
global hegemonic leader over the course of two and a half centuries. The contributors offer an
expansive vision of U.S. foreign relations—from U.S.-Native American diplomacy in eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries to the post-9/11 war on terror. They shed new light on well-known events and
suggest future paths of research, and they capture lesser-known episodes that invite reconsideration
of common assumptions about America’s place in the world. Bringing these discussions to a single
forum, the book provides a strong reference source for scholars and students who seek to
understand the broad themes and changing approaches to the field. This book will be of interest to
students and scholars of U.S. history, political science, international relations, conflict resolution,
and public policy, amongst other areas.

iran foreign policy history: Iran's Foreign Policy in the Post-Soviet Era Shireen T. Hunter,
2010-05-20 A comprehensive exploration of postrevolution Iranian foreign policy analyzes the
country's relations with key nations and regions and the impact of both Iran's domestic situation and
the developing global system. Iran's Foreign Policy in the Post-Soviet Era: Resisting the New
International Order provides the first truly comprehensive, in-depth survey of Iranian foreign policy,
issue by issue and country by country, since the Islamic Revolution. To help readers understand both
the what and the why of Iran's role in the world and formulate useful responses to that role, the
author provides a detailed analysis of Iranian foreign policy in all its dimensions. The first part of the
book places Iranian actions, particularly its relations with the United States and other key players,
within the context of the emerging international system, while also showing how domestic
developments impact foreign policy. The second part surveys Iranian relations with specific actors,
notably the United States and Russia, and with key regions, including Europe, Central Asia, the Arab
world, Latin America, and Africa. Providing an antidote to existing preconceptions, this incisive
analysis lays an analytically sound basis for shaping policies toward Iran—policies with potentially
high payoff in terms of regional security and stability.

iran foreign policy history: US Foreign Policy and the Modernization of Iran Ben Offiler,
2015-07-19 US Foreign Policy and the Modernization of Iran examines the evolution of US-Iranian
relations during the presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Richard M. Nixon. It
demonstrates how successive administrations struggled to exert influence over the Shah of Iran's
regime domestic and foreign policy.

iran foreign policy history: Iran's Regional Relations Seyed Mohammad Houshisadat,
2020-10-05 Focusing on the interplay between domestic-level changes and region-wide interaction,
this book provides a comprehensive analytical and theoretical survey of Iranian foreign relations in
the Middle East from Antiquity until the Islamic Republic. It charts developments from the earliest
regimes in Persia, including the Median kingdom and the Sassanid Empire, through rule by,
amongst others, Abbasids, Mongols, Safavids and Qajars, up to the modern states of the Shah and
the Islamic Republic. Throughout the author reflects on the enduring factors which have shaped
Iran’s relations with the rest of the region, factors such as geography, culture, the belief systems of
policy makers, the structures of decision-making and government, and sub-regional systems. Overall,
the book provides a deep analysis of Iranian foreign relations in the Middle East over 4,700 years.

iran foreign policy history: Iranian Foreign Policy Since 2001 Thomas Juneau, Sam Razavi,
2013-07-24 Examining Iranian foreign policy, with a focus on the years since 2001, this book
analyses the defining feature of Iran’s international and regional posture, its strategic loneliness,
and the implications of this for the Islamic Republic’s foreign policy. Iranian Foreign Policy since
2001 offers an in-depth analysis of the key drivers behind Iran’s foreign policy; power, strategic
culture, and ideology. In addition, the authors examine Iran’s relations with key countries and
regions, including its often tenuous relations with China, Russia and America, as well as its bilateral
relations with non-state actors such as Hezbollah. The common thread running throughout the
volume is that Iran is alone in the world: regardless of its political manoeuvrings, the Islamic
Republic’s regional and international posture is largely one of strategic loneliness. Assimilating
contributions from the US, Canada, Europe and Iran, this book provides an international




perspective, both at the theoretical and practical levels and is essential reading for those with an
interest in Middle Eastern Politics, International Relations and Political Science more broadly.

iran foreign policy history: US Foreign Policy and Iran Donette Murray, 2009-09-11 US
Foreign Policy and Iran is a study of US foreign policy decision-making in relation to Iran and its
implications for Middle Eastern relations. It offers a new assessment of US-Iranian relations by
exploring the rationale, effectiveness and consequences of American policy towards Iran from the
aftermath of the 1979 Iranian Revolution to the present day. As a key country in a turbulent region
and the recipient of some of the most inconsistent treatment meted out during or after the Cold War,
Iran has been both one of America's closest allies and an 'axis of evil' or 'Togue' state, targeted by
covert action and contained by sanctions, diplomatic isolation and the threat of overt action.
Moreover, since the attacks of 11 September 2001, Iran has played a significant role in the war on
terror while also incurring American wrath for its links to international terror and its alleged pursuit
of a nuclear weapons programme. US Foreign Policy and Iran will be of interest to students of US
foreign policy, Iran, Middle Eastern Politics and international security in general Donette Murray is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Defence and International Affairs at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst. She was awarded a PhD in International History by the University of Ulster in
1997.

iran foreign policy history: The Foreign Relations of Iran Sepehr Zabih, Shahram Chubin,
2023-11-15 This study of the foreign relations of a small state in a zone of Great-Power conflict
focuses on the evolution of Iranian foreign policy from a struggle for national survival to the
achievement of preponderance in an otherwise unstable region. The topic is of special interest
because of the continuing proliferation of new actors on the international stage and the paucity of
published studies of their foreign affairs. It is also particularly timely because of the increasing
importance of the Persian Gulf and of oil in world politics. Recognizing that international politics
exercises a major influence on the diplomacy of a small state by imposing constraints as well as
offering options, the author argue that the success of Iranian diplomacy in achieving a balanced
international posture and a strong regional policy is primarily a result of two factors: the gradual
transformation of Soviet policy toward Iran from expansionism to accommodation, and Iran's
enhanced economic and political capabilities. A perceptive interpretation of the international
political environment and a realistic recognition of the constraints and opportunities involved have
redounded to the advantage of Iran. Consequently Iran has been able to use its proximity to a Great
Power with a long history of expansionist aspirations in order to pursue a posture of de facto
nonalignment without abandoning a generally pro-Western orientation. The authors have designed
their book to provide a detailed case study of Iranian foreign policy within an analytical framework
conductive to theorizing about the foreign policy of other comparable small states. Previous
treatments of the subject have ignored insights afforded by contemporary international relations,
and have been largely historical and descriptive. The present volume, taking a different approached,
should serve both the specialist on Iranian affairs and the student of international relations and
comparative foreign policy. This study of the foreign relations of a small state in a zone of
Great-Power conflict focuses on the evolution of Iranian foreign policy from a struggle for national
survival to the achievement of preponderance in an otherwise unstable region. The topic

iran foreign policy history: US Foreign Policy and Iran Donette Murray, 2009-09-11 US
Foreign Policy and Iran is a study of US foreign policy decision-making in relation to Iran and its
implications for Middle Eastern relations. It offers a new assessment of US-Iranian relations by
exploring the rationale, effectiveness and consequences of American policy towards Iran from the
aftermath of the 1979 Iranian Revolution to the present day. As a key country in a turbulent region
and the recipient of some of the most inconsistent treatment meted out during or after the Cold War,
Iran has been both one of America's closest allies and an 'axis of evil' or 'rogue’ state, targeted by
covert action and contained by sanctions, diplomatic isolation and the threat of overt action.
Moreover, since the attacks of 11 September 2001, Iran has played a significant role in the war on
terror while also incurring American wrath for its links to international terror and its alleged pursuit




of a nuclear weapons programme. US Foreign Policy and Iran will be of interest to students of US
foreign policy, Iran, Middle Eastern Politics and international security in general Donette Murray is
a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Defence and International Affairs at the Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst. She was awarded a PhD in International History by the University of Ulster in
1997.

iran foreign policy history: The Political History of Modern Iran Ali Rahnema, 2023-08-10
From the rise of constitutionalism during the rule of despotic Qajars, foreign invasions, the Pahlavi
regimes' destructive politics, economic, cultural and social modernization efforts and the oil
nationalization movement, to the Iranian Revolution, its high hopes, broken promises, repression
and intolerance causing national discontent and another socio-political upheaval today, the history of
modern Iran has been eventful, unstable and turbulent. In this textbook, Ali Rahnema draws on his
experience teaching and researching on modern Iran to render one hundred years of modern Iranian
politics and history into easy-to-follow episodic chapters. Step by step, and taking a chronological
approach, students are given the core information, analysis, and critical assessment to understand
the flow of contemporary Iranian history. This is a comprehensive and exhaustive guide for
undergraduate and graduate level courses on modern Iranian history and politics. The textbook is
complete with the following pedagogical features: * An initial chapter on how to study Iranian
history and how to approach historiography * Images of key individuals discussed in each chapter *
Text boxes throughout to highlight key episodes, concepts, and ideas *Three types of exam
questions; factual and analytical, seminar, and discussion at the end of each chapter * Glossaries at
the end of each chapter *A comprehensive timeline Topics covered include: party formations; the
flourishing of the press; the expansion or reduction of political and civil rights; repression and
human right abuses; foreign intervention and influence; obsessions over conspiracies; the influence
of Western ideologies, the role of nationalism, cultural and historical Persian chauvinism; and Shi'i
Islam and competing Shiisms.

iran foreign policy history: Arms Control and Iranian Foreign Policy Bobi Pirseyed;,
2012-10-12 Since 2003, when the world learned that the Islamic Republic of Iran had succeeded in
secretly developing a capability to enrich uranium and separate plutonium, the question of Iran’s
nuclear program has ranked high on the international political and arms control agenda. This book
studies the IRI’s diplomatic operations in the issue area of arms control and demonstrates how arms
control diplomacy has formed an integral part of the IRI’s foreign policy during the various phases of
its history. Furthermore, it fills a gap in the research literature on Iran’s foreign and security
policies by providing the first comprehensive account of Iranian arms control diplomacy under the
Islamic regime. This book aims at reconstructing Iran’s diplomatic operations in four distinct
thematic areas of arms control: conventional, chemical, biological, and nuclear arms control. It also
looks at the diplomatic means by which the IRI’s leadership has tried to achieve its arms control
objectives. This text also seeks to identify and examine the individual objectives that have guided
Iranian policy choices in the domain of arms control. Finally, it places the reconstructed Iranian
objectives into a broader context by elaborating on the fundamental values or foreign policy goals
that the IRI's arms control objectives have served. This highly informative and thought provoking
volume will be valuable reading for students, researchers and academics, as well as for
commentators and policy-makers interested in Middle East studies, Iranian studies, international
relations and arms control.

iran foreign policy history: [ran's Foreign Policy in the South Caucasus Marzieh
Kouhi-Esfahani, 2019-01-10 Iran’s role as a regional power is more significant than many in the West
may realise. The country lies between Central Asia/the Caucasus and the Gulf region on the one
hand, and, on the other, between the Mediterranean/Levant region and South Asia. Many of these
areas are of increasing strategic importance. This book explores Iran’s role as a regional power,
focusing on relations with South Caucasus countries - Azerbaijan and Armenia. It outlines the
historical context, including Persia’s rule of these countries before the nineteenth century, and
discusses Iran’s approach to foreign and regional policy and how both internal and international



factors shape these policies. The book assesses Iran-Azerbaijan and Iran-Armenia bilateral relations
to demonstrate how those policies translate in Iran's regional and bilateral relations. The book
concludes by considering how Iran's relations in the region are likely to develop in the future.

iran foreign policy history: Iranian History at a Glance , 2005

iran foreign policy history: Iran and Its Place among Nations Alidad Mafinezam, Aria
Mehrabi, 2007-11-30 Iran and Its Place among Nations takes a bird's-eye view of where Iran has
been in the international community, where it is today, and where it may ideally end up in the
future. Is Iran an Eastern country, bound by traditions that hinder economic development? Or does
it also have some attributes of Western countries, given its history, geographic location, culture, and
politics? Among the key insights in this book is the observation that Iran is a bridge between East
and West. Is Iran a fomenter of Islamic radicalism in the Middle East and beyond, or can it be a
promoter of moderation and reform within its own borders and in other Muslim countries? How
effectively can the religious and national sources of Iran's identity by reconciled, or must the country
choose one over the other and overcome the inherent tensions of this dual identity? This book
addresses these and similar questions regarding one of the most important and newsworthy
countries in the world. Combining description and prescription, the authors shed light on the
tumultuous history of Iran in the twentieth century and uncover the domestic and foreign factors
that have aided and retarded the country's development in modern times. Providing a close look at
the backgrounds and identities of key pre- and post-revolutionary leaders in Iran, the authors make
insightful recommendations to Iranians and the international community on how to integrate Iran
into harmonious and stable relationships that benefit Iranians, the region that surrounds them, and
the world. Grounded in solid scholarship yet written accessibly, this is a must-read for all Iran
watchers today.

iran foreign policy history: Routledge Library Editions: Iran Mini-Set A: History 10 vol
set Various, 2021-11-17 Mini-set A:History re-issues 10 volumes originally published between 1902
and 1984 and examines the legacy of British control in Persia and the origins of the conflict between
Iran & Iraq. For institutional purchases for e-book sets please contact online.sales@tandf.co.uk
(customers in the UK, Europe and Rest of World)

iran foreign policy history: Iran's Political Economy since the Revolution Suzanne
Maloney, 2015-08-13 Over three decades after the Iranian Revolution reconfigured the strategic
landscape in the Middle East, scholars are still trying to decipher its aftereffects. Suzanne Maloney
provides the first comprehensive overview of Iran's political economy since the 1979 revolution and
offers detailed examinations of two aspects of the Iranian economy of direct interest to scholars and
non-specialist readers of Iran: the energy sector and the role of sanctions. Based on the author's
research as both a scholar and government advisor, the book also features interviews with American
and Iranian government officials. Moving chronologically from the early years under Khomeini,
through the economic deprivations of the 1980s during the Iran-Iraq war, through liberalization
under Khatami to the present, Maloney offers fascinating insights into Iran's domestic politics and
how economic policies have affected ideology, leadership priorities, and foreign relations.
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