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inslaw controversy refers to the highly publicized legal and political dispute surrounding the
ownership and use of the software known as PROMIS (Prosecutor's Management Information
System) developed by InsLAW Inc. during the 1980s. This controversy involved allegations of
intellectual property theft, government misconduct, and complex litigation between InsLAW and the
U.S. Department of Justice. The case has been notable for its intricate legal battles, claims of
whistleblowing, and implications for government contracting and software rights. The inslaw
controversy also attracted significant media attention and congressional inquiries, highlighting
concerns about transparency and fairness in government dealings. This article explores the origins
of the controversy, the key players involved, the legal proceedings, and the broader impact of the
dispute. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how this controversy unfolded and why
it remains a significant episode in the history of software law and government accountability.
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Background of InsLAW and PROMIS Software
The inslaw controversy centers on InsLAW Inc., a small Washington, D.C.-based company founded in
the early 1980s by William A. Hamilton. InsLAW developed PROMIS, a sophisticated case
management software intended to help prosecutors track and manage cases more efficiently.
PROMIS was initially designed to streamline legal workflows, improve data management, and
enhance prosecution capabilities by automating administrative tasks. The software gained attention
for its innovative approach and was contracted by the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) for use in the
federal prosecution system.

Development and Features of PROMIS
PROMIS was created as proprietary software that integrated database management with user-
friendly interfaces tailored for legal professionals. Its key features included case tracking, document
management, and automated scheduling, which promised to revolutionize prosecutorial operations.
InsLAW’s version of PROMIS was seen as a valuable asset with significant potential for wider
government and law enforcement applications.



Initial Government Contracts
The DOJ initially contracted InsLAW to supply and implement PROMIS software in several U.S.
Attorney offices. The government’s interest in PROMIS reflected the growing need for technological
solutions to manage increasing volumes of legal cases and data. However, tensions soon arose over
contract terms, software delivery, and payment schedules, setting the stage for the ensuing
controversy.

Emergence of the Controversy
The inslaw controversy erupted when InsLAW alleged that the DOJ had unlawfully appropriated its
PROMIS software without proper compensation or authorization. InsLAW claimed that the
government had copied and distributed a modified version of PROMIS to other agencies and foreign
governments without recognizing InsLAW’s intellectual property rights. These allegations led to
accusations of fraud, breach of contract, and government misconduct.

Allegations of Intellectual Property Theft
InsLAW argued that the DOJ deliberately withheld payments and then transferred the software to
other parties, effectively stealing the company’s proprietary technology. This allegation was central
to the dispute and raised questions about government accountability and protection of private
intellectual property in federal contracts.

Whistleblower Claims and Media Attention
During the controversy, whistleblowers came forward with claims supporting InsLAW’s allegations,
suggesting that high-level officials within the DOJ and other government entities were involved in a
cover-up. These claims attracted media scrutiny, bringing the inslaw controversy into the public eye
and fueling congressional interest in investigating the matter further.

Legal Battles and Court Proceedings
The core of the inslaw controversy involved a series of protracted legal battles between InsLAW and
the U.S. government. InsLAW filed multiple lawsuits alleging breach of contract and intellectual
property violations, while the government denied wrongdoing. These court cases were marked by
complex legal arguments over software ownership, contract interpretation, and jurisdictional issues.

Initial Lawsuits and Trial Outcomes
InsLAW’s initial lawsuits sought damages and recognition of ownership rights over the PROMIS
software. Early trial outcomes were mixed, with some courts rejecting InsLAW’s claims while others
acknowledged the legitimacy of certain allegations. The litigation extended over several years, with
appeals and counterclaims prolonging the dispute.



Key Legal Issues Addressed
The lawsuits addressed several critical legal issues, including:

The scope of government rights under the original contracts

The enforceability of intellectual property protections for software developed under
government contracts

The validity of alleged modifications made by the government

Whether government actions constituted fraud or bad faith

Final Judgments and Settlements
After years of litigation, some cases resulted in settlements or rulings favorable to InsLAW, awarding
damages for unauthorized use. However, many aspects of the controversy remained unresolved,
with lingering disputes over the extent of government use and distribution of PROMIS technology.

Government Investigations and Congressional Inquiries
The inslaw controversy prompted several government investigations and congressional hearings
aimed at uncovering the truth behind the allegations. These inquiries examined the actions of DOJ
officials, procurement processes, and the role of intelligence agencies in the distribution of PROMIS
software.

Congressional Hearings
Congressional committees held hearings to investigate claims of government misconduct related to
the inslaw controversy. These hearings featured testimonies from InsLAW representatives, DOJ
officials, and whistleblowers, highlighting conflicting accounts and raising questions about
transparency in government contracting.

Inspector General and DOJ Reviews
The Department of Justice’s Office of Inspector General conducted internal reviews to assess the
validity of the claims and the integrity of DOJ actions. While some findings acknowledged
administrative errors, the broader allegations of criminal misconduct were not definitively
substantiated by these investigations.



Broader Intelligence Community Involvement
There were also speculations and assertions that intelligence agencies had appropriated modified
versions of PROMIS for surveillance purposes. Though these claims are part of the broader narrative
surrounding the inslaw controversy, definitive proof remains limited and subject to debate.

Impact and Legacy of the InsLAW Controversy
The inslaw controversy had lasting effects on government contracting practices, intellectual
property law, and public awareness of software rights. It underscored the complexities involved
when proprietary technology intersects with government interests and national security concerns.

Changes in Government Contracting and Software Rights
In the aftermath of the controversy, policies and contractual language concerning software
ownership and rights were revisited to prevent similar disputes. The case highlighted the need for
clear terms regarding intellectual property and usage rights in government procurement
agreements.

Influence on Legal Precedents
The litigation surrounding the inslaw controversy contributed to evolving legal precedents on
software copyright and licensing, especially in the context of government contracts. These
developments influenced how courts interpret software ownership and usage rights in subsequent
cases.

Public Perception and Media Representation
The inslaw controversy remains a notable example of alleged government overreach and secrecy,
often cited in discussions about whistleblowing and accountability. Its portrayal in media and
literature has contributed to ongoing debates about transparency and ethics in federal agencies.

Summary of Key Lessons from the InsLAW Controversy

The importance of explicit intellectual property clauses in government contracts

The potential risks of proprietary software development for government agencies

The critical role of transparency and oversight in government procurement

The challenges of resolving disputes involving classified or sensitive technologies



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the InsLAW controversy about?
The InsLAW controversy centers around allegations that the U.S. Department of Justice
misappropriated proprietary software developed by the company InsLAW, called PROMIS, without
proper authorization or compensation.

Who founded InsLAW and developed the PROMIS software?
InsLAW was founded by William Hamilton, who developed the PROMIS (Prosecutor's Management
Information System) software intended to help prosecutors manage case information efficiently.

When did the InsLAW controversy begin?
The controversy began in the late 1980s when InsLAW alleged that the U.S. Department of Justice
had illegally taken their PROMIS software and distributed it without paying for it or recognizing
InsLAW's intellectual property rights.

What was the PROMIS software used for?
PROMIS was designed as a case management system to track and manage legal cases, evidence, and
related data for prosecutors and law enforcement agencies.

What legal actions were taken by InsLAW in the controversy?
InsLAW filed multiple lawsuits against the U.S. Department of Justice, claiming theft of intellectual
property and breach of contract. These legal battles spanned several years and involved
congressional investigations.

Did the U.S. government admit to misappropriating the
PROMIS software?
The U.S. government denied knowingly misappropriating the software, but the controversy led to
congressional hearings and scrutiny over the handling of the PROMIS software rights.

How did the InsLAW controversy impact U.S. government
software procurement policies?
The controversy highlighted issues of intellectual property rights and contractual transparency,
leading to increased oversight and reforms in government software procurement and licensing
practices.

Are there conspiracy theories related to the InsLAW



controversy?
Yes, various conspiracy theories emerged suggesting that modified versions of PROMIS software
were used for espionage and surveillance by U.S. intelligence agencies, although these claims
remain unproven.

What is the current status of the InsLAW controversy?
While the major legal battles have concluded, the InsLAW controversy remains a notable case study
in intellectual property disputes involving government contracts, and discussions about it
occasionally resurface in legal and cybersecurity contexts.

Additional Resources
1. Controlled Access: The InsLAW Affair and the Battle Over Software Ownership
This book delves into the origins of the InsLAW controversy, focusing on the development and
licensing of the PROMIS software. It explores the legal disputes between InsLAW Inc. and the U.S.
Department of Justice, highlighting the alleged misappropriation of proprietary technology. The
narrative provides a detailed examination of the complex intellectual property issues involved.

2. Inside PROMIS: The Software That Sparked a National Scandal
Offering an insider’s perspective, this book chronicles the rise and fall of the PROMIS software
system created by InsLAW. It uncovers the political and legal battles that ensued after the
government’s contested use of the technology. Readers gain insight into how software innovation
intersected with government secrecy and controversy.

3. Justice Denied: The InsLAW Case and the Fight for Software Rights
This account emphasizes the legal struggles InsLAW faced in seeking recognition and compensation
for their software. It details court proceedings, allegations of conspiracy, and the broader
implications for software developers’ rights. The book also discusses the impact of the case on
government contracting practices.

4. Shadow Networks: The InsLAW Controversy and Covert Government Operations
Focusing on the more conspiratorial aspects of the InsLAW case, this book investigates claims that
the PROMIS software was modified and distributed covertly by intelligence agencies. It explores
theories about surveillance, espionage, and the use of technology for clandestine purposes. The
narrative combines investigative journalism with documented evidence.

5. Software Wars: Intellectual Property Battles in the Age of PROMIS
This title situates the InsLAW controversy within the larger context of software intellectual property
disputes of the 1980s and 1990s. It analyzes how the PROMIS case influenced legal standards and
business practices in the tech industry. The book also examines the evolving relationship between
private developers and government entities.

6. The PROMIS Puzzle: Unraveling the InsLAW Controversy
A comprehensive overview, this book breaks down the technical, legal, and political elements of the
InsLAW controversy. It provides readers with a clear understanding of the software’s capabilities,
the contractual disagreements, and the subsequent fallout. The author carefully traces the timeline
of events that fueled the dispute.



7. Hidden Code: The Untold Story of InsLAW and Government Software Theft
This investigative work delves into allegations that the U.S. government illicitly appropriated
InsLAW’s PROMIS software. Through interviews, documents, and court records, the book reveals
the complexities and ethical questions surrounding the case. It also discusses the broader
implications for transparency and accountability in government technology use.

8. From Innovation to Litigation: The Rise and Fall of InsLAW
Tracing the journey of InsLAW from a promising tech startup to a central figure in a high-profile
legal battle, this book provides a narrative rich with business, legal, and technological insights. It
explores how the company’s innovations were challenged and how legal conflicts shaped its destiny.
The story is a case study in the risks of government contracting.

9. The PROMIS Conspiracy: Software, Spies, and the InsLAW Controversy
This book investigates the more controversial and speculative claims tied to the PROMIS software,
including its alleged use in intelligence operations worldwide. It examines the intertwining of
technology, espionage, and government secrecy. The author presents a critical analysis of
conspiracy theories alongside documented facts, inviting readers to consider multiple perspectives.
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intrigue. Stich has appeared as guest on over 3,000 radio and TV shows since 1978.
  inslaw controversy: Invoking the Beyond: Paul D. Collins, Phillip D. Collins, 2020-11-22 The
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incognita. Suddenly, the world “out there” was deemed imperceptible and unknowable. In addition
to the outer world, the cherished metaphysical certainties of antiquity—the soul, a transcendent
order, and God—swiftly evaporated. The way was paved for a new set of modern mythmakers who
would populate the world “out there” with their own surrogates for the Divine. Collectively, these
surrogates could be referred to as the Beyond because they epistemologically and ontologically
overwhelm humanity. In recent years, the Beyond has been invoked by theoreticians, literary
figures, intelligence circles, and deep state operatives who share some variant of a technocratic
vision for the world. In turn, these mythmakers have either directly or indirectly served elitist
interests that have been working toward the establishment of a global government and the creation
of a New Man. Their hegemony has been legitimized through the invocation of a wrathful earth
goddess, a technological Singularity, a superweapon, and extraterrestrial “gods.” All of these are
merely masks for the same counterfeit divinity... the Beyond.
  inslaw controversy: Winging It . . . Gyeorgos Ceres Hatonn, 1994-07
  inslaw controversy: UFO Highway 2.0: Revisiting the Hidden Expanse Anthony F.
Sanchez, 2024-01-24 Get ready to embark on a riveting expedition into the hidden expanses of 'UFO
Highway 2.0: Revisiting the Hidden Expanse.' This gripping odyssey takes you deep into the heart of
the unexplained, where the realms of alien technology, secrecy, and otherworldly encounters
converge. In each chapter, you'll unravel the enigma surrounding UFOs and Unidentified Aerial
Phenomena (UAP), diving into the world of adversarial advances, secret arms races, and UAP
aerospace. Explore the clandestine depths of top-secret underground facilities, where classified
mysteries lurk beneath the surface. 'The Dulce Interview' will captivate your imagination as you
delve into an astonishing dialogue, while 'Harbinger And Deceiver' takes you on a journey through a
tragic convergence of secrets. Witness the enigmatic 'Bennewitz Craft Photo' and uncover the
astonishing reality of the 'Underground Maglev Rail.' Venture into the depths of 'Vaults, Aliens, And
Covert Ops,' and grapple with the mysteries of 'The Greys and Progenitors' and 'The Reptilians.'
Chapter after chapter, you'll be transported into the world of UFOs, Greys, abductions, and cattle
mutilations, shedding light on these perplexing phenomena. Dive deep into the conundrum of 'MJ-12'
in UFO research, and explore the captivating case for alien intervention in 'Human Origins.'
Whether you're a seasoned enthusiast or a curious explorer of the unknown, 'UFO Highway 2.0'
offers a comprehensive and eye-opening journey into the hidden realms of the unexplained. Join us
as we revisit the hidden expanse, and prepare to challenge your perceptions of reality. Join author
Anthony F. Sanchez (2024 MUFON International Symposium - Panelist and Speaker) on this
captivating journey as you unravel the mysteries of UFOs and UAPs, one chapter at a time. [UFO
Highway 2.0 - Revisiting the Hidden Expanse] - THE REVIEWS. An incredible story; an incredible
book. - George Noory, Coast to Coast AM I want you to understand that, despite all I've been
exposed to, 'UFO Highway' is truly heavy duty. Very heavy duty. - Linda Moulton Howe, American
Investigative Journalist I for one am convinced that there is something going on beneath Dulce. Just
how deep into the past does this go? I think you should read 'UFO Highway' for yourself. - Sean
Stone, American Actor, Filmmaker, and Television Host I found myself constantly drawn to its pages,
revisiting different chapters time and again. It's a polished and compelling masterpiece! - Leslie S.
Mitts, Author I highly recommend this to people who have knowledge and expertise in this field. It is
not a primer but rather a source of primary information. For that reason, being such a hard-to-find
book, is the way research goes. - Dr. Victor S. Alpher, Ph.D., Doctor of Philosophy and Editorial
Consultant, Austin, Texas
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  inslaw controversy: Lawyers & Judges Rodney Stich, 2005-05 A former government agent
details a half-century of misconduct by lawyers and judges, and the resulting harm inflicted upon the
United States and its people.
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Salinger, 2005 In a thorough reappraisal of the white-collar and corporate crime scene, this Second
Edition builds on the first edition to complete the criminal narrative in an outstanding reference



resource.
  inslaw controversy: Preventing Computer Fraud Dana L. Stern, 1993 Disk contains select
strategies, checklists, and techniques found in the book.
  inslaw controversy: The Skeptic's Guide to Conspiracies Monte Cook, 2009-09-18 Did the noble
order of the Knights Templar guard a secret about Jesus’ birth? Was the moon landing faked in a
Hollywood movie studio? Is the government keeping the remains of an alien spacecraft in the
top-secret Area 51? Monte Cook takes a look at conspiracy theories—ranging from the historically
complex to the seriously whacked out. With a disbelieving eye, he traces the history of some of the
world's weirdest ideas and even includes a chart showing readers how to make up conspiracy
theories for themselves. Scattered through the book are the paranoid notes of an anonymous reader
who claims to know what's really going on. You can make up your own mind as to who's telling the
truth!
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Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1985
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  inslaw controversy: American Conspiracy Files Peter Kross, 2015-11-25 Conspiracy theories
are not new to our modern time. They date back to biblical times when Moses sent his spies out to
check out what the Egyptians were doing. Espionage is also linked to various conspiracies and is all
mixed up in the same bag of tricks and form any decent conspiracy or theory. In this new, fact
providing book by author Peter Kross called The American Conspiracy Files: The Stories We Were
Never Told, the reader is given a tour de force through the world of conspiracies and conspiracy
theories dating back to the time when this nation was first founded, right up until the modern day.
Author Kross provides the reader with these fascinating and unbelievable stories in short,
thought-provoking chapters that will both inform and educate the public to these little known tales
from our past. Among the stories that are revealed are the circumstances surrounding the Lost
Colony of Roanoke whose settlers simply left their homes and were never seen again. The tales of
the deaths of Davy Crockett, Jesse James and Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid leave the reader
wondering just what really happened to these iconic heroes, conspiracies in the Revolutionary War
including Benedict Arnold and Ben Franklin’s son, William. We delve into the large conspiracy to kill
President Lincoln and see that John Wilkes Booth did not act alone. Our tale then goes into our
modern day with chapters on the deaths of John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, Martin Luther King,
spies in the Roosevelt administration, the reasons behind the Oklahoma City bombing, the sordid
plots of President Lyndon Johnson and the deaths of people associated with him, the revelation of
“Deep Throat,” a plot by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to invade Cuba and blame it on Castro, among other
interesting tales. As author Kross did in his previous books, Tales From Langley: The CIA from
Truman to Obama and The Secret History of the United States, these stories are a fascinating
account of our hidden history, most of which the public has never heard of.
  inslaw controversy: Mother Jones Magazine , 1992-05 Mother Jones is an award-winning
national magazine widely respected for its groundbreaking investigative reporting and coverage of
sustainability and environmental issues.
  inslaw controversy: Ultimate Psychopolitics, Mass Mind Control & the Global Control System
Ceres, 1993
  inslaw controversy: Covert Wars and Breakaway Civilizations Joseph P. Farrell, 2020-12-05
Oxford-educated historian Joseph P. Farrell really delivers in this latest addition to his best-selling
book series on suppressed technology, Nazi survival and postwar hidden conflicts. His customary
meticulous research and sharp analysis blow the lid off of a worldwide web of nefarious financial and
technological control few people even suspect exists. Farrell delves into the creation of a breakaway
civilization by the Nazis in South America and other parts of the world. He discusses the advanced



technology that they took with them at the “end” of World War II and the psychological war that
they waged for decades against America and NATO. He shows how the breakaway civilization has
created a huge system of hidden finance with the involvement of the Vatican Bank (among others),
and how NATO established a large covert warfare network and political slush fund. He investigates
the secret space programs currently sponsored by the breakaway civilization and the current
militaries in control of planet Earth. Farrell includes a fascinating discussion of “emulational”
technologies (those that can manipulate acts of god/nature, like earthquakes and storms) from the
standpoint of the culture of “full spectrum dominance” and the culture of “plausible deniability”-yes,
there are plans for mass destruction that can never be traced back to their real source. Farrell also
discusses the historical origin of the breakaway civilization with the continuing airship mystery;
incredibly bold counterfeiting operations; and the nexus of spy satellites, nuclear weapons and
UFOs. He includes plenty of astounding accounts, documents and speculation on the amazing
alternative history of hidden conflicts, secret super-finance and technology.
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5 United States Dollars (USD) to Euros (EUR) today - Exchange   Learn the value of 5 United
States Dollars (USD) in Euros (EUR) today. The dynamics of the exchange rate change for a week,
for a month, for a year on the chart and in
5 USD to EUR - Convert US Dollars in Euro   Get the latest $5 US Dollars to Euro rate for FREE
with ⚡ Real-time Currency Converter. USD/EUR analysis, check out best exchange rates, historical
data & currency charts
1 USD to EUR Exchange Rate Today | Convert US dollar to Euro 1 day ago  Use our free USD
to EUR converter for the latest US Dollar to Euro exchange rate. View charts, tables, and get a
transfer quote
5 USD to EUR – US Dollars to Euros - Currency Rate Today Get the latest and best $5 US
Dollars to Euros rate for FREE. USD/EUR - Live exchange rates, banks, historical data & currency
charts
5 USD to EUR Exchange Rate Live - 5 Dollars to Euros Realtime 5 Dollar = 4.3030 Euro right
now. The highest value of 5 USD/EUR happened today is 4.3085 (time: 10:26). The lowest value of
today is 4.2885 EUR (time: 03:42). 5 Dollar/Euro exchange

Back to Home: https://ns2.kelisto.es

https://ns2.kelisto.es

