interrater reliability for teaching
observations

interrater reliability for teaching observations is a critical component in ensuring the
consistency and validity of evaluations conducted during classroom assessments. This concept refers
to the degree of agreement among different observers who evaluate teaching practices using
standardized criteria. High interrater reliability indicates that teaching observations yield
dependable and objective data, which is essential for professional development, teacher
accountability, and instructional improvement. This article explores the fundamental principles of
interrater reliability for teaching observations, its importance in educational settings, methods for
measuring reliability, common challenges, and strategies to enhance consistency among raters.
Understanding these aspects helps institutions implement fair and effective observation systems that
support teacher growth and student achievement.

e Understanding Interrater Reliability in Teaching Observations
e Importance of Interrater Reliability for Teaching Evaluations
e Methods to Measure Interrater Reliability

¢ Challenges in Achieving High Interrater Reliability

e Strategies to Improve Interrater Reliability in Observations

Understanding Interrater Reliability in Teaching
Observations

Interrater reliability in the context of teaching observations refers to the level of agreement or
consistency among multiple observers assessing the same teaching performance. It ensures that
different evaluators provide similar ratings or judgments when using a given observation tool or
rubric. This reliability is vital because it reduces subjective bias and enhances the objectivity of
evaluations. When observers interpret teaching behaviors similarly, the results are more credible
and can be used confidently for decision-making.

Definition and Key Concepts

Interrater reliability is a statistical measure that quantifies the extent to which different raters give
consistent scores across observed teaching sessions. Key concepts include:

¢ Consistency: The degree to which observers assign similar ratings.

e Agreement: Exact matches in ratings between observers.



¢ Reliability Coefficients: Numerical values that represent the level of agreement, such as
Cohen’s kappa or intraclass correlation coefficients.

Role of Observation Tools and Rubrics

The design and clarity of observation protocols significantly influence interrater reliability.
Structured rubrics with well-defined criteria and behavioral indicators help observers assess
teaching practices more uniformly. These tools guide raters on what to look for and how to rate
specific teaching aspects, reducing ambiguity and variability in judgments.

Importance of Interrater Reliability for Teaching
Evaluations

Interrater reliability for teaching observations plays a fundamental role in educational quality
assurance. Reliable observations ensure that teacher evaluations are fair, valid, and actionable.
Without sufficient reliability, observation outcomes may be questioned, undermining teacher trust
and the evaluation system’s effectiveness.

Impact on Teacher Development and Accountability

When interrater reliability is high, feedback provided to teachers is more accurate and consistent,
facilitating targeted professional development. Reliable observations help identify strengths and
areas for improvement, leading to enhanced instructional practices. Furthermore, reliable
evaluations uphold accountability by ensuring that decisions related to promotions, tenure, or
remediation are based on objective data rather than subjective opinion.

Supports Data-Driven Decision Making

Reliable teaching observation data contribute to evidence-based decisions at both individual and
institutional levels. School leaders can use consistent observation results to allocate resources,
design training programs, and implement instructional interventions effectively. This contributes to
overall school improvement and student success.

Methods to Measure Interrater Reliability

Several statistical methods exist to quantify interrater reliability for teaching observations. Selecting
an appropriate method depends on the nature of the data and the number of raters involved.



Cohen’s Kappa

Cohen’s kappa is a widely used statistic that measures agreement between two raters beyond what
would be expected by chance. It is suitable for categorical ratings and provides a coefficient ranging
from -1 to 1, where values closer to 1 indicate stronger agreement.

Intraclass Correlation Coefficient (ICC)

The ICC is used when ratings are continuous or ordinal and when more than two raters evaluate the
same subjects. It assesses the proportion of variance in ratings attributable to the object being
measured rather than differences among raters, with higher values indicating better reliability.

Percent Agreement

Percent agreement calculates the proportion of instances where raters provide the same rating.
While simple to compute, it does not account for agreement occurring by chance and is therefore
less robust than kappa or ICC.

Other Statistical Measures

Additional methods such as Krippendorff’s alpha and Fleiss’ kappa extend the assessment of
interrater reliability to multiple raters and various data types. These metrics provide flexibility for
complex observation designs.

Challenges in Achieving High Interrater Reliability

Despite its importance, achieving high interrater reliability in teaching observations can be difficult.
Various factors contribute to inconsistencies among raters, making it essential to recognize and
address these challenges.

Subjectivity and Bias

Observer bias and personal perceptions can influence ratings, leading to variability. Factors such as
prior knowledge of the teacher, expectations, or unconscious preferences may affect judgments,
reducing reliability.

Complexity of Teaching Practices

Teaching involves multifaceted behaviors and interactions that are difficult to capture in
standardized observation forms. The dynamic and context-dependent nature of instruction can result
in differing interpretations among raters.



Inadequate Training and Calibration

Observers who lack thorough training on the observation tools and criteria are more likely to
produce inconsistent ratings. Without regular calibration sessions to align understanding,
discrepancies among raters increase.

Variability in Observation Conditions

Differences in timing, classroom environment, and student behavior during observations can
influence ratings. Observers may witness different aspects of teaching, contributing to lower
agreement.

Strategies to Improve Interrater Reliability in
Observations

Enhancing interrater reliability requires intentional efforts focused on training, tool design, and
process standardization. Implementing best practices increases the accuracy and consistency of
teaching evaluations.

Comprehensive Observer Training

Training programs should emphasize understanding of observation protocols, rating scales, and
examples of teaching behaviors. Practice sessions with feedback help raters develop shared
interpretations and reduce bias.

Regular Calibration Sessions

Calibration involves periodic meetings where observers discuss ratings on sample videos or live
observations to reconcile differences and reinforce consistent application of criteria. This ongoing
process maintains alignment over time.

Clear and Detailed Rubrics

Developing observation tools with explicit descriptors and behavioral indicators minimizes
ambiguity. Well-constructed rubrics guide observers in making objective assessments, improving
reliability.

Multiple Observations and Raters

Using several observation instances and involving multiple raters can balance out individual biases
and provide a more reliable overall evaluation. Aggregating data from various sources strengthens
confidence in the results.



Standardizing Observation Conditions

Whenever possible, standardizing the timing, duration, and context of observations reduces
variability caused by external factors. Consistency in observation logistics supports more
comparable ratings.

Utilizing Technology and Video Observations

Video recordings allow multiple raters to assess the same teaching moment, facilitating more
accurate comparisons and calibration. Technology can also support data collection and analysis for
reliability monitoring.

Summary of Key Practices for Enhancing Interrater
Reliability

e Implement rigorous observer training and certification.

e Use well-defined, behaviorally anchored rating scales.

Conduct frequent calibration and norming sessions.

Incorporate multiple raters and multiple observation occasions.

Standardize observation protocols and environments.

Leverage video technology for consistent review and feedback.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is interrater reliability in the context of teaching
observations?

Interrater reliability refers to the degree of agreement or consistency between different observers or
raters when assessing teaching performance during observations. It indicates how similarly multiple
raters evaluate the same teaching session.

Why is interrater reliability important for teaching
observations?

Interrater reliability is crucial because it ensures that evaluations of teaching performance are fair,
objective, and consistent across different observers. High reliability reduces bias and increases the



credibility and validity of observation-based assessments.

How can schools improve interrater reliability among
observers?

Schools can improve interrater reliability by providing thorough training for observers, using clear
and standardized observation protocols, calibrating raters through norming sessions, and regularly
reviewing and discussing rating discrepancies to align evaluation criteria.

What methods are commonly used to measure interrater
reliability in teaching observations?

Common methods to measure interrater reliability include statistical measures such as Cohen's
kappa, intraclass correlation coefficient (ICC), percent agreement, and Krippendorff's alpha. These
metrics quantify the level of agreement beyond chance among raters.

What challenges affect achieving high interrater reliability in
teaching observations?

Challenges include subjective interpretation of teaching behaviors, varying levels of observer
experience, ambiguous observation criteria, observer bias, and the complexity of classroom
dynamics. These factors can lead to inconsistent ratings among observers.

How does interrater reliability impact teacher professional
development?

High interrater reliability ensures that feedback from teaching observations is reliable and
actionable, helping teachers identify genuine strengths and areas for growth. Consistent evaluations
foster trust in the observation process and support meaningful professional development.

Additional Resources

1. Interrater Reliability in Educational Assessments: Theory and Practice
This book offers a comprehensive overview of interrater reliability concepts and their application in
educational settings. It delves into statistical methods for measuring agreement among raters, with
a special focus on teaching observations. Educators and researchers will find practical strategies to
enhance rater consistency and improve the validity of observational data.

2. Measuring Teaching Effectiveness: Ensuring Reliable Observations

Focusing on classroom observations, this book explores methods to increase the reliability of
evaluations by multiple observers. It discusses frameworks for training raters and standardizing
observation protocols to reduce subjectivity. The text also includes case studies demonstrating
successful implementation of interrater reliability techniques in schools.

3. Observer Agreement in Classroom Assessments
This volume examines the challenges and solutions related to achieving high interrater reliability in
classroom observations. It covers statistical tools such as Cohen’s kappa and intraclass correlation



coefficients relevant to teaching evaluations. Readers will gain insights into designing observation
instruments that promote consistent scoring across raters.

4. Enhancing Interrater Reliability for Teacher Evaluations

A practical guide aimed at school administrators and instructional coaches, this book provides step-
by-step approaches to improve rater agreement during teacher observations. It emphasizes the
importance of calibration sessions, clear rubrics, and ongoing rater training. The book also
highlights the impact of reliable observations on professional development and teacher
improvement.

5. Statistical Approaches to Interrater Reliability in Education

This text delves deeply into the statistical foundations of interrater reliability, explaining different
coefficients and their appropriate contexts. It tailors these concepts to teaching observations,
helping educators understand how to interpret and report reliability metrics. The book balances
theoretical explanations with practical examples relevant to classroom observation data.

6. Designing Reliable Observation Instruments for Teaching

Focused on instrument development, this book guides readers through creating observation tools
that yield consistent ratings across multiple observers. It discusses item construction, scaling, and
pilot testing to enhance reliability. The resource is invaluable for researchers and practitioners
aiming to develop or refine teaching observation protocols.

7. Training Observers for Consistent Teacher Evaluations

Highlighting the human element in interrater reliability, this book covers methods for training and
supporting observers to minimize rating variability. It offers insights into cognitive biases, rating
errors, and techniques to foster objective and accurate observations. The text includes activities and
checklists to implement effective observer training programs.

8. Validity and Reliability in Classroom Observation Systems

This book explores the interplay between validity and reliability in the context of teaching
observations. It underscores that high interrater reliability is essential but not sufficient for valid
assessments. Readers will find guidance on balancing these two measurement principles to create
robust observation systems.

9. Improving Teacher Observation Practices through Interrater Reliability

Offering a practical perspective, this book shares strategies for school districts to enhance the
consistency of teacher observations. It presents real-world examples of policy changes, observer
calibration, and feedback mechanisms that contribute to reliable evaluations. The book serves as a
resource for educational leaders committed to fair and effective teacher assessment.
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Saginor, 2008-05-29 The best educators are the best learners. It's all about teaching, learning, and
feedback, and this book brings common sense to common practice.--Raymond J. McNulty, Senior
Vice PresidentInternational Center for Leadership in Education At last, a diagnostic classroom
observation tool that moves beyond generic criteria for examining teaching and learning. This is a
must-have resource for teachers, administrators, and professional developers who want to look
beyond the veneer of ‘best practice” and use evidence-based, content-focused criteria to get to the
heart of deep, conceptual teaching and learning.--Page Keeley, Senior Program DirectorMaine
Mathematics and Science Alliance A complete instructional leadership system for improving
classroom practice! Providing effective classroom evaluation is a critical function of authentic
instructional leadership. Diagnostic classroom observation (DCO) is a research-based system that
helps principals and other supervisors carry out classroom observations and evaluations to support
effective teaching practices. Based on the Vermont Classroom Observation Tool, the DCO model
covers the entire supervision process, from preconference analysis to postconference follow-up, and
includes protocols for observing math, science, and literacy instruction. Program users can
determine classroom quality and student engagement by evaluating four critical aspects of
instructional practice: lesson planning, lesson implementation, lesson content, and classroom
culture. Additionally, the author supplies readers with: Classroom observation forms to help identify
instructor strengths and weaknesses Scoring forms to assist with the final evaluation and review
process Real-world vignettes that clearly illustrate key indicators of quality teaching Methods for
matching student learning assessments with appropriate instructional strategies Guidance for
introducing DCO into any school or school district Diagnostic Classroom Observation offers
principals and teacher leaders a thoroughly tested and validated classroom observation system that
improves instructional performance and enhances student learning.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Research Design for the Behavioral
Sciences Stephen V. Flynn, 2021-02-17 I wholeheartedly invite counselor trainees and counselors
into this journey of growing the research component of their professional identity... Flynn and his
colleagues prepare counselor trainees and counselors for this journey well and guide them carefully
toward researcher competency. In an approachable and developmentally appropriate manner, they
highlight for the profession the value of research and how it can be conducted. - Danica G. Hays,
PhD American Counseling Fellow Professor and Executive Associate Dean University of Nevada, Las
Vegas Research Design for the Behavioral Sciences fills an important gap for the helping professions
by offering a blueprint for advanced concepts and an applied approach to understanding
quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods research design. This graduate-level text seamlessly
weaves together the philosophy, science, and practical application of the most common
methodological frameworks in practice. Advanced research design concepts are presented through
clear and in-depth blueprints, applied case studies, myriad examples, and helpful learning activities.
Written in detailed yet accessible language, this text describes the foundations of behavioral science
research. The authors explore research-based philosophical integration, along with the technical
application of every tradition. Through this philosophical and pragmatic approach, students will be
able to attain a well-rounded and comprehensive understanding of behavioral science research. This
text provides students with the opportunity to reach a greater level of research efficacy though the
inclusion of methodological procedures, data analysis methods, reliability/validity standards, ethics,
and directions on how to increase the rigor of each approach to research. Instructor resources
include an instructor's manual, learning activities, test bank, and PowerPoints. Purchase includes
digital access for use on most mobile devices and computers. Key Features: Provides clear, detailed,
and contextually accurate examples of writing, quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods
procedures Reviews the paradigmatic hierarchy of each research tradition along with key analytic
features in detail Delivers instructions for enhancing the methodological rigor of each approach
Analyzes methodology-specific multicultural issues Demonstrates the application of a wide range of
research methodologies with case studies Reviews the trends and history in research for counseling,
psychology, social work, and marriage and family therapy Offers comprehensive instructor resources



including manual, learning activities, test bank, and PowerPoint slides

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Research Handbook on Classroom
Observation Sean Kelly, 2025-03-12 This comprehensive Research Handbook offers cutting-edge
insights into classroom observation systems for teacher evaluation and professional development,
with an emphasis on both applied and discovery-oriented inquiry.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Lessons Learned from Research on
Mathematics Curriculum Denisse R Thompson, Mary Ann Huntley, Christine Suurtamm,
2024-09-01 This volume focuses on research related to mathematics curriculum. But rather than
focusing on results of research, it focuses on lessons learned about conducting research on
curriculum, whether about design and development, analysis of curriculum in the form of official
standards or textbook instantiations, teacher intentions related to curriculum implementation, or
actual classroom enactment. For scholars interested in curriculum research, the volume offers
lessons about conducting curriculum research that have been learned by others engaged in such
work, including frameworks, tools, and techniques, as well as challenges and issues faced, with
solutions to address them. Sharing lessons from authors of different countries strengthens the
broader mathematics research community and provides insights that can help researchers make
important strides forward in research on mathematics curriculum.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Tep Vol 28-N4 Teacher Education and
Practice, 2016-04-12 Teacher Education and Practice, a peer-refereed journal, is dedicated to the
encouragement and the dissemination of research and scholarship related to professional education.
The journal is concerned, in the broadest sense, with teacher preparation, practice and policy issues
related to the teaching profession, as well as being concerned with learning in the school setting.
The journal also serves as a forum for the exchange of diverse ideas and points of view within these
purposes. As a forum, the journal offers a public space in which to critically examine current
discourse and practice as well as engage in generative dialogue. Alternative forms of inquiry and
representation are invited, and authors from a variety of backgrounds and diverse perspectives are
encouraged to contribute. Teacher Education & Practice is published by Rowman & Littlefield.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Enhancing Teacher Education,
Development, and Evaluation Alyson Lavigne, Thomas Good, 2019-03-26 Enhancing Teacher
Education, Development, and Evaluation examines the complex role that recent educational reforms
have played in the teaching profession. The failure of programs like Race to the Top to benefit
teaching and learning outcomes has yielded many questions about what went wrong and how a
research-based plan for true systemic progress could actually work. Covering inaccurate narratives
about schools and student achievement, evidence for teacher effectiveness, and the history and
repercussions of Race to the Top, this book culminates with a proposal for future research and policy
initiatives that more accurately and more equitably prioritize the measurement and improvement of
teaching and learning. Five concise yet comprehensive chapters invite teacher and principal
educators, teachers and school leaders in training, district administrators, policymakers, and other
stakeholders to better understand the implications of and possible paths beyond misguided reform
efforts. An overview of the recent past and an inspiration for the immediate future, this definitive
analysis offers insights into how more reasonable, empirically derived strategies will ultimately
foster more successful schools.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Developing Excellence in Teaching and
Learning in Higher Education through Observation Matt O'Leary, Vanessa Cui, 2023-04-20 Offering
interdisciplinary, evidence-informed discussion and practical resources for using observation as a
tool of educational inquiry to enhance understanding and the quality of teaching and learning in
higher education, this book draws on forward-thinking, contemporary research. Illustrated with real
examples and case studies of collaborative observation from a range of subject areas, it provides a
conceptual and practical guide for harnessing observation to better understand the relationship
between teaching and learning. This is a must-read book for all those interested and involved in
using observation to understand, develop and improve the quality of teaching and learning in higher




education.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Teaching Reading to Bilingual Children
Study: Instruction Betty J. Mace-Matluck, 1984

interrater reliability for teaching observations: A Big Apple for Educators: New York City's
Experiment with Schoolwide Performance Bonuses Julie A. Marsh, Matthew G. Springer, Daniel F.
McCaffrey, Kun Yuan, Scott Epstein, 2011-07-15 For three school years, from 2007 to 2010, about
200 high-needs New York City public schools participated in the Schoolwide Performance Bonus
Program, whose broad objective was to improve student performance through school-based financial
incentives. An independent analysis of test scores, surveys, and interviews found that the program
did not improve student achievement, perhaps because it did not motivate change in educator
behavior.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Quality Research in Literacy and Science
Education Mack C. Shelley, Larry D. Yore, Brian B. Hand, 2008-12-30 Statistical models attempt to
describe and quantify relationships between variables. In the models presented in this chapter, there
is a response variable (sometimes called dependent variable) and at least one predictor variable
(sometimes called independent or explanatory variable). When investigating a possible
cause-and-effect type of relationship, the response variable is the putative effect and the predictors
are the hypothesized causes. Typically, there is a main predictor variable of interest; other
predictors in the model are called covariates. Unknown covariates or other independent variables
not controlled in an experiment or analysis can affect the dependent or outcome variable and
mislead the conclusions made from the inquiry (Bock, Velleman, & De Veaux, 2009). A p value (p)
measures the statistical significance of the observed relationship; given the model, p is the
probability that a relationship is seen by mere chance. The smaller the p value, the more confident
we can be that the pattern seen in the data 2 is not random. In the type of models examined here,
the R measures the prop- tion of the variation in the response variable that is explained by the
predictors 2 specified in the model; if R is close to 1, then almost all the variation in the response
variable has been explained. This measure is also known as the multiple correlation coefficient.
Statistical studies can be grouped into two types: experimental and observational.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Approaches to Studying the Enacted
Mathematics Curriculum Kathryn Chval, Dan Heck, Iris Weiss, Steven W. Ziebarth, 2012-09-01
Curriculum materials are among the most pervasive and powerful influences on school mathematics.
In many mathematics classes, student assignments, the questions the teacher asks, the ways
students are grouped, the forms of assessment, and much more originate in curriculum materials. At
the same time, teachers have considerable latitude in how they use their curriculum materials. Two
classes making use of the same materials may differ markedly in what mathematics content is
emphasized and how students are engaged in learning that content. This volume considers a variety
of research tools for investigating the enactment of mathematics curriculum materials, describing
the conceptualization, development, and uses of seven sets of tools. Mathematics education
researchers, curriculum developers, teacher educators, district supervisors, teacher leaders, and
math coaches will find insights that can improve their work, and guidance for selecting, adapting,
and using tools for understanding the complex relationship between curriculum materials and their
enactment in classroom instruction.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Handbook of Psychology, Assessment
Psychology John R. Graham, Jack A. Naglieri, 2003-03-11 Includes established theories and
cutting-edge developments. Presents the work of an international group of experts. Presents the
nature, origin, implications, an future course of major unresolved issues in the area.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Handbook of Research on Teaching Drew
Gitomer, Courtney Bell, 2016-05-19 The Fifth Edition of the Handbook of Research on Teachingis an
essential resource for students and scholars dedicated to the study of teaching and learning. This
volume offers a vast array of topics ranging from the history of teaching to technological and literacy
issues. In each authoritative chapter, the authors summarize the state of the field while providing




conceptual overviews of critical topics related to research on teaching. Each of the volume's 23
chapters is a canonical piece that will serve as a reference tool for the field. The Handbook provides
readers with an unaparalleled view of the current state of research on teaching across its multiple
facets and related fields.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors , 1990
4th-7th eds. contain a special chapter on The role and function of the thesaurus in education, by
Frederick Goodman.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Assessing Service-Learning and Civic
Engagement Sherril B. Gelmon, Barbara A. Holland, Amy Spring, 2018-09-06 This book offers a
broad overview of many issues related to assessment in higher education, with specific application
for understanding the impact of service-learning and civic engagement initiatives. This revised
edition includes an additional chapter that explores recent changes in the assessment landscape and
offers examples and resources for designing assessment strategies for community engagement in
higher education. The original text includes narrative addressing assessment issues and strategies; a
detailed discussion of learning from multiple research projects performed over the past two decades
about impact on multiple constituencies -students, faculty, communities, and institutions; and a
discussion of strategies for data collection, analysis, synthesis, and reporting. Specific assessment
instruments for use with each constituency are provided, including suggestions for administration,
preparation, and data analysis. This volume will be helpful for individuals seeking a comprehensive
resource on assessment issues in higher education.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Effective Teaching Daniel Muijs, David
Reynolds, 2017-10-16 This new edition of the popular textbook digs into the research behind
different aspects of teaching in order to give students an informed understanding of what underpins
high quality teaching. It explores what the evidence shows about the effectiveness of different
approaches, drawing from a variety of educational schools of thought. New to this edition: enhanced
discussion of what we can learn from cognitive science research new chapters on metacognition and
thinking skills, teacher subject knowledge, evaluating teacher performance, and international
comparisons on teaching new Further Reading and Think Point features encouraging critical
engagement with key research findings. This is essential reading for all students on initial teacher
education courses including undergraduate, postgraduate, School Direct, Teach First and
employment-based routes into teaching, and also qualified teachers wanting to deepen their
understanding of educational research.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Assessing Impact Joellen Killion,
2017-11-08 Design high-impact professional learning programs with results-based evaluations You
want to make sure that the time, effort, and resources you are investing in your professional
learning programs is truly making an impact on educator effectiveness and student achievement.
Joellen Killion guides you step by step through the rigors of producing an effective, in-depth,
results-based evaluation to measure effectiveness and retain stakeholder support. The methods
outlined here: Adhere to changes in federal and state policy relating to professional learning and
educator development Facilitate the use of extensive datasets crucial for measuring feasibility,
equity, sustainability, and impact of professional learning Help you make data-informed decisions
and increase quality and results

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Preschool Assessment Marla R. Brassard,
Ann E. Boehm, 2011-06-08 Comprehensive and user friendly, this ideal professional reference and
graduate text provides a developmentally informed framework for assessing 3- to 6-year-olds in
accordance with current best practices and IDEA 2004 guidelines. The authors are leading
clinician-researchers who take the reader step by step through selecting appropriate measures,
integrating data from a variety of sources, and using the results to plan and evaluate effective
interventions and learning experiences. Coverage encompasses screening and assessment of
cognitive, linguistic, emotional, and behavioral difficulties, including mental retardation and autism.
Case studies illustrate key facets of assessing diverse children and families; appendices offer concise



reviews of over 100 instruments.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Creating Responsive Classroom
Communities Lisa Auslander, 2019-06-07 In the current political climate of the U.S., newcomer
immigrant and refugee students seeking an education and a better life for themselves face their
most uncertain future yet. Particularly, English learners who have experienced interrupted or
limited schooling in their home country and language face challenges in adjusting to a new
environment. They deserve differentiated support to succeed both in school and in their new
communities. What sets this book apart are the student stories which shed light on the significant
resilience they exhibit despite many obstacles faced during all stages of migration. This includes
immigration hurdles, housing instability, negative stereotyping and, for some students, the difficult
experience of crossing the border as an unaccompanied minor. In Creating Responsive Classroom
Communities for Newcomers, readers will hear from educators, counselors and students in a study
of 4 high schools across New York State. They will learn what is being done to develop classrooms
and schools that can be culturally and linguistically responsive to the needs of diverse newcomer
students with interrupted schooling. The book shares observations and details of a SIFE-centered
English Language Arts curriculum developed with these students’ needs in mind, including best
practices in both academic instruction and in cultivating a welcoming classroom culture that builds
upon student strengths and background knowledge. Readers will come away with a deeper
understanding not only of the challenges these students face but also ideas for strategies to better
serve them by transforming and improving their own school communities.

interrater reliability for teaching observations: Preparing to Teach Writing James D.
Williams, 2014-02-05 Preparing to Teach Writing, Fourth Edition is a comprehensive survey of
theories, research, and methods associated with teaching composition successfully at the middle,
secondary, and college levels. Research and theory are examined with the aim of informing teaching.
Practicing and prospective writing teachers need the information and strategies this text provides to
be effective and well prepared for the many challenges they will face in the classroom. Features
Current—combines discussions and references to foundational studies that helped define the field of
rhetoric and composition, with updated research, theories, and applications Research
based—thorough examination of relevant research in education, literacy, cognition, linguistics, and
grammar Steadfast adherence to best practices based on how students learn and on how to provide
the most effective writing instruction A Companion Website provides sample assignments and
student papers that can be analyzed using the research and theory presented in the text.
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