
how to acquire a language

how to acquire a language is a multifaceted process that involves developing skills in listening,

speaking, reading, and writing. Language acquisition is essential not only for communication but also

for cultural understanding and cognitive development. This article explores effective strategies and

methods to acquire a new language efficiently, whether for academic, professional, or personal

purposes. It covers foundational concepts such as immersion, practice techniques, and the role of

technology and social interaction in language learning. Additionally, the article addresses common

challenges and how to overcome them to achieve fluency. Readers will gain comprehensive insights

into structured approaches and practical tips that facilitate language acquisition success. The following

sections will guide through the key aspects of language learning, providing a clear roadmap for anyone

seeking to master a new language.

Understanding Language Acquisition

Effective Methods for Language Acquisition

Role of Immersion and Practice

Utilizing Technology in Language Learning

Overcoming Common Challenges

Understanding Language Acquisition

Understanding language acquisition involves recognizing how humans naturally learn and internalize

new languages. It is a cognitive process influenced by age, environment, motivation, and exposure.



Language acquisition differs from language learning in that acquisition is typically subconscious, similar

to how infants learn their native language, while learning often refers to formal study and conscious

effort. Theories such as the Critical Period Hypothesis suggest that younger learners have an

advantage due to brain plasticity, though adults can also successfully acquire new languages with the

right techniques. Comprehending these underlying principles is essential for designing effective

language acquisition strategies that cater to individual learning styles and goals.

First Language Acquisition vs. Second Language Acquisition

First language acquisition occurs naturally during early childhood, allowing individuals to develop

native-like proficiency. Second language acquisition, however, usually requires intentional effort and

structured practice. While the processes share similarities, second language learners often face

additional challenges such as interference from their first language and less immersive environments.

Understanding these differences helps in selecting appropriate methods tailored to second language

learners’ needs.

Factors Influencing Language Acquisition

Several factors impact how effectively one acquires a language. These include:

Age: Younger learners tend to acquire pronunciation and intuitive grammar more easily.

Motivation: Intrinsic motivation enhances commitment and persistence.

Exposure: Frequent interaction with native speakers accelerates acquisition.

Cognitive abilities: Memory, attention, and problem-solving skills contribute to learning efficiency.

Learning environment: Supportive and resource-rich environments foster better outcomes.



Effective Methods for Language Acquisition

Adopting effective methods is crucial when learning how to acquire a language. Various approaches

cater to different learning preferences and objectives. These methods often combine listening,

speaking, reading, and writing skills to promote balanced language development. Incorporating a mix

of formal instruction and informal practice tends to yield the best results. This section details popular

and proven techniques that enhance language acquisition.

Immersive Learning

Immersive learning involves surrounding oneself with the target language in natural settings. This

method mimics first language acquisition by encouraging learners to deduce meaning from context.

Activities include living in a country where the language is spoken, participating in cultural events, or

engaging with media in the target language. Immersion accelerates comprehension and fluency by

forcing constant use and practice.

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

CLT focuses on interaction as the primary means of learning. It emphasizes practical communication

skills over rote memorization of grammar rules. Learners engage in conversations, role-plays, and

problem-solving tasks to develop fluency and confidence. This method is effective in promoting

spontaneous language use and real-world application.

Task-Based Language Learning

This approach centers on completing meaningful tasks using the target language. Tasks can range

from ordering food to conducting interviews or writing emails. Task-based learning encourages active

use of language and helps learners build functional vocabulary and structures organically. It is



particularly useful for adult learners aiming for specific language competencies.

Role of Immersion and Practice

Immersion and consistent practice are fundamental components in how to acquire a language

successfully. Immersive experiences enhance natural language processing, while regular practice

consolidates knowledge and skills. Together, they foster an environment where language learning

becomes a continuous and dynamic process rather than a static academic exercise.

Benefits of Immersion

Immersion provides exposure to authentic language use, diverse accents, and cultural nuances. It

helps learners internalize idiomatic expressions, colloquialisms, and pronunciation subtleties.

Immersion also reduces reliance on translation, encouraging direct thinking in the target language,

which is vital for fluency.

Effective Practice Techniques

To maximize practice sessions, learners should focus on the following techniques:

Spaced repetition: Reviewing vocabulary and structures at increasing intervals to enhance1.

retention.

Shadowing: Repeating speech immediately after hearing it to improve pronunciation and rhythm.2.

Language exchanges: Partnering with native speakers for mutual practice.3.

Journaling: Writing daily entries to develop writing skills and reinforce new vocabulary.4.



Listening to varied media: Engaging with podcasts, movies, and news in the target language.5.

Utilizing Technology in Language Learning

Technology offers powerful tools that facilitate how to acquire a language by providing accessible,

flexible, and interactive learning opportunities. Digital resources cater to diverse learning styles and

enable learners to practice anytime and anywhere. This section explores the integration of technology

in language acquisition and highlights key resources.

Language Learning Apps

Apps like Duolingo, Babbel, and Memrise provide gamified learning experiences that make language

practice engaging and structured. These platforms often include vocabulary drills, grammar exercises,

and pronunciation feedback. They support incremental learning and allow users to track their progress

over time.

Online Courses and Virtual Classrooms

Online courses offer comprehensive curricula with professional instruction, often including live

interaction with teachers and classmates. Virtual classrooms enable learners to participate in real-time

discussions, receive immediate feedback, and access diverse learning materials. These formats

replicate traditional classroom benefits with added convenience.

Speech Recognition and AI Tools

Advancements in speech recognition technology help learners improve their pronunciation and

speaking fluency. AI-powered chatbots simulate conversations, providing safe environments to practice

without fear of judgment. These tools analyze pronunciation accuracy and suggest corrections,



accelerating speaking skill development.

Overcoming Common Challenges

Language acquisition can present several challenges, from motivation lapses to difficulty mastering

pronunciation or grammar. Identifying and addressing these obstacles is essential to maintain steady

progress. This section discusses typical difficulties and practical solutions to overcome them effectively.

Maintaining Motivation

Lack of motivation is a primary barrier in sustained language learning. Setting clear, achievable goals

and tracking progress can help maintain enthusiasm. Additionally, connecting language learning to

personal interests or future opportunities reinforces purpose and engagement.

Dealing with Language Plateaus

Many learners experience plateaus where improvement seems to stall. Overcoming this requires

varying learning activities, increasing exposure to challenging materials, and seeking feedback from

native speakers or instructors. Persistence and patience are critical during these phases.

Improving Pronunciation and Accent

Pronunciation difficulties often discourage learners from speaking confidently. Regular practice with

native speakers, using phonetic guides, and employing speech recognition tools can improve accuracy.

Listening attentively to native pronunciation and mimicking intonation patterns also enhance spoken

language skills.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most effective methods to acquire a new language

quickly?

The most effective methods include immersive practice, consistent daily exposure, using language

learning apps, engaging in conversations with native speakers, and combining listening, speaking,

reading, and writing exercises.

How important is immersion in acquiring a new language?

Immersion is extremely important as it forces constant interaction with the language in real-life

contexts, accelerating comprehension, vocabulary retention, and natural usage.

Can watching movies and listening to music help in language

acquisition?

Yes, watching movies and listening to music help improve listening skills, pronunciation, and cultural

understanding, making language acquisition more engaging and effective.

How does practicing speaking influence language acquisition?

Practicing speaking boosts fluency, helps internalize grammar and vocabulary, and builds confidence,

which are all essential for mastering a new language.

Is it better to focus on grammar or vocabulary when starting to learn a

language?

While both are important, focusing on basic vocabulary and common phrases initially helps

communicate effectively, with grammar learned progressively to refine language skills.



How can technology aid in acquiring a language?

Technology provides access to language learning apps, online courses, virtual tutors, and language

exchange platforms, making learning flexible, interactive, and personalized.

What role does motivation play in language acquisition?

Motivation is crucial as it drives consistent practice, perseverance through challenges, and a positive

attitude, all of which significantly impact the success of language learning.

How long does it typically take to acquire conversational fluency in a

new language?

It varies depending on the language, learning methods, and time dedicated, but generally, achieving

conversational fluency can take from 3 months to a year with regular practice.

Additional Resources

1. Fluent Forever: How to Learn Any Language Fast and Never Forget It

This book by Gabriel Wyner focuses on efficient language learning techniques grounded in

neuroscience. It emphasizes the importance of pronunciation, spaced repetition, and memory

techniques to build a strong foundation. Readers learn how to create personalized flashcards and

immerse themselves in the language for rapid progress.

2. Language Hacking Spanish (or any Language) by Benny Lewis

Benny Lewis advocates for speaking from day one to accelerate language acquisition. His practical

and engaging approach encourages learners to overcome fear and actively use the language in real-

life situations. The book offers useful tips, phrases, and strategies to build conversational skills quickly.

3. How to Learn Any Language: Quickly, Easily, Successfully, the Proven Way

Barry Farber shares his personal language learning experiences and a step-by-step method to acquire



languages effectively. The book covers setting achievable goals, finding resources, and maintaining

motivation throughout the process. It is ideal for self-learners looking for a structured yet flexible

approach.

4. The Polyglot Project: How to Learn Multiple Languages

Edited by Claude Cartaginese, this collection compiles insights from various language experts and

polyglots. It explores diverse methods and philosophies for learning languages, emphasizing that there

is no one-size-fits-all approach. Readers gain inspiration and practical advice tailored to different

learning styles.

5. Second Language Acquisition and Second Language Learning

Rod Ellis provides an academic yet accessible overview of the theories behind how people acquire

second languages. The book delves into linguistic, psychological, and social factors affecting language

learning. It is a valuable resource for educators and serious learners interested in the science behind

language acquisition.

6. Fluent in 3 Months: How Anyone at Any Age Can Learn to Speak Any Language from Anywhere in

the World

Benny Lewis shares motivational stories and actionable techniques to achieve conversational fluency

rapidly. The book emphasizes immersion, speaking practice, and practical vocabulary acquisition. It is

designed to inspire learners to break free from traditional classroom methods.

7. Language Acquisition Made Practical: How to Use Self-Directed Learning to Teach Yourself a

Foreign Language

This book focuses on the power of self-directed learning for mastering a new language. It guides

readers through setting up personalized study plans, choosing materials, and tracking progress

effectively. The approach nurtures independence and adaptability in the language learning journey.

8. The Art and Science of Learning Languages

Amorey Gethin and Erik V. Gunnemark combine psychological insights and practical advice for

language learners. Their book addresses common challenges and presents strategies for improving



memory, motivation, and communication skills. It is suitable for learners at any level aiming to deepen

their understanding and proficiency.

9. Language Myths

Edited by Laurie Bauer and Peter Trudgill, this book debunks common misconceptions about language

learning and acquisition. It discusses linguistic myths that can hinder learners’ progress and offers

evidence-based information. Understanding these myths helps learners develop realistic expectations

and effective strategies.
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Enjoying Yourself Nate Nicholson, 2015-05-01 How to Learn a New Language in as Little as a Few
Months – and Have a Boatload of Fun Doing It Let me make a prediction. I predict that many, many
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faster than other people, they also have a lot of fun while doing it. How to Learn Any Language in a
Few Months While Enjoying Yourself is for you if you want to learn: - without this one thing, you’ll
never learn a new language in just a few months. Learn what it is and how to apply it to your
everyday life to practice your skills while doing your daily activities. - a completely free way to get
native speakers to proofread your writings (and even explain to you all of your mistakes). This one
site alone can dramatically improve your writing skills. - an extremely easy way to find a native
speaker willing to help you learn her mother language. It’s almost like having a private tutor. - the
proper way to improve your listening skills while watching movies. Most people learning a foreign
language do it the wrong way and it does nothing to improve their abilities. - how to achieve more
with less when learning languages. You don’t have to spend hours and hours cramming every single
word and grammar rule. In fact, it works to your detriment. Learn what to do instead. - 9 common
mistakes to avoid when learning languages. Reading this chapter alone can save you years of
ineffective studies – especially mistake #3, so common among language learners. - a 5-step process
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to improve your reading skills. You can make your learning process much more enjoyable and
effective by choosing the right things to read. Learn what these things are. - a fun idea to learn how
to write the way native speakers do. You too can learn the slang and phrases only native speakers
use – and know the language better than many academic professors. - how to dramatically improve
your language skills when traveling. While it isn’t necessary to go abroad to learn a language, it’s a
powerful way to cram a lot of learning into just a few days. - 5 common challenges of language
learners and how to deal with them. Learn how to get over the fear of communicating with native
speakers. Discover how to find more time to learn and practice your skills. Read three tips on how to
deal with discouragement. If you’re ready to supercharge your progress and become fluent in a
foreign language in as little as a few months, click the buy button. Why kill yourself doing things the
old, non-effective way, if you could make the process much easier and enjoy it more, too? P.S. As a
gift for buying my book, you’ll get a resource list with my favorite language learning sites.
Keywords: learn a language in 3 months, learn a foreign language, learn another language, learn any
language, become fluent in any language, be fluent in 3 months, learning languages, learn
languages, learn languages fast, language learning methods, learning a new language, learning a
language, learning foreign languages, learning another language, how to learn a new language, how
to learn a foreign language
  how to acquire a language: Understanding Child Language Acquisition Caroline Rowland,
2013-10-23 Taking an accessible and cross-linguistic approach, Understanding Child Language
Acquisition introduces readers to the most important research on child language acquisition over the
last fifty years, as well as to some of the most influential theories in the field. Rather than just
describing what children can do at different ages Rowland explains why these research findings are
important and what they tell us about how children acquire language. Key features include:
Cross-linguistic analysis of how language acquisition differs between languages A chapter on how
multilingual children acquire several languages at once Exercises to test comprehension Chapters
organised around key questions that summarise the critical issues posed by researchers in the field,
with summaries at the end Further reading suggestions to broaden understanding of the subject
With its particular focus on outlining key similarities and differences across languages and what this
cross-linguistic variation means for our ideas about language acquisition, Understanding Child
Language Acquisition forms a comprehensive introduction to the subject for students of linguistics,
psychology and speech and language therapy. Students and instructors will benefit from the
comprehensive companion website that includes a students’ section featuring interactive
comprehension exercises, extension activities, chapter recaps and answers to the exercises within
the book. Material for instructors includes sample essay questions, answers to the extension
activities for students and a Powerpoint including all the figures from the book.
www.routledge.com/cw/rowland
  how to acquire a language: Language Acquisition Jill G. De Villiers, Peter A. De Villiers, 1978
The study of language acquisition has become a center of scientific inquiry into the nature of the
human mind. The result is a windfall of new information about language, about learning, and about
children themselves. In Language Acquisition Jill and Peter de Villiers provide a lively introduction
to this fast-growing field. Their book deals centrally with the way the child acquires the sounds,
meanings, and syntax of his language, and the way he learns to use his language to communicate
with others. In discussing these issues, the de Villiers provide a clear and insightful treatment of the
classic questions about language acquisition: Does the child show a genetic predisposition for
speech, or grammar, or semantics which makes him uniquely able to learn human language? What
kinds of learning are involved in acquiring language and what kinds of experience with a language
are necessary to support such learning? Is there a critical period during the child's development
which is optimal for language acquisition? And what kind of psychological disabilities underlie the
failure to acquire language?
  how to acquire a language: Modality and language acquisition: How does the channel through
which language is expressed affect how children and adults are able to learn? Richard P. Meier,



Christian Rathmann, Aaron Shield, 2023-12-19
  how to acquire a language: How to Learn a Foreign Language: A Practical Guide with
Tips and Resources Jeff Blum, 2021-09-25 Learning a language can be a daunting process. Should
you self-study? Take a course? Buy a software program? Hire a private tutor? What kinds of learning
systems are available and which might be right for you? How about the myriad online resources
available? And, very importantly, where should you begin? Oh, by the way, how long will all this
effort take anyway? You will find the answers to these questions in this short but thorough guide to
learning a foreign language. Author Jeff Blum has taught English and studied four languages
(Japanese, Spanish, Portuguese and Thai), but he still struggles just as anyone must when learning a
language. Jeff did extensive research on all aspects of language learning in an effort to improve his
own efforts and he has carefully curated that research into this guide to help you with your efforts as
well. In the book you will find: 1. A look at the systems and techniques advocated by various
language learning experts and sites. 2. A consideration of personal factors in learning a language
(motivation, personality, goals, etc.). 3. A discussion of the 8 language learning blocks with
recommended resources for tackling each. 4. An overview of the most popular language learning
products on the market (Duolingo, Rosetta Stone, Pimsleur, etc.). 5. A comprehensive set of
resources to aid you with whatever approach to study you pursue. Whether you are young or old,
beginner or advanced, studying your first foreign language or your fifth, there is something for you
in this book. If you are a language teacher, this book might help you better understand what your
students are up against while giving you ideas and extra resources to aid your teaching efforts.
  how to acquire a language: Language Acquisition and Development Misha Becker, Kamil Ud
Deen, 2020-03-10 An introduction to the study of children's language development that provides a
uniquely accessible perspective on generative/universal grammar–based approaches. How children
acquire language so quickly, easily, and uniformly is one of the great mysteries of the human
experience. The theory of Universal Grammar suggests that one reason for the relative ease of early
language acquisition is that children are born with a predisposition to create a grammar. This
textbook offers an introduction to the study of children's acquisition and development of language
from a generative/universal grammar–based theoretical perspective, providing comprehensive
coverage of children's acquisition while presenting core concepts crucial to understanding
generative linguistics more broadly. After laying the theoretical groundwork, including consideration
of alternative frameworks, the book explores the development of the sound system of
language—children's perception and production of speech sound; examines how words are learned
(lexical semantics) and how words are formed (morphology); investigates sentence structure
(syntax), including argument structure, functional structure, and tense; considers such “nontypical”
circumstances as acquiring a first language past infancy and early childhood, without the abilities to
hear or see, and with certain cognitive disorders; and studies bilingual language acquisition, both
simultaneously and in sequence. Each chapter offers a summary section, suggestions for further
reading, and exercises designed to test students' understanding of the material and provide
opportunities to practice analyzing children's language. Appendixes provide charts of the
International Phonetic Alphabet (with links to websites that allow students to listen to the sounds
associated with these symbols) and a summary of selected experimental methodologies.
  how to acquire a language: Becoming Bilingual Jean Lyon, 1996 Explores the processes of
monolingual language development in pre-school children. Following an overview of child
bilingualism, this book looks at the influence of the child's family environment and the factors which
predict the language use of the child.
  how to acquire a language: International Handbook of Language Acquisition Jessica Horst,
Janne von Koss Torkildsen, 2019-05-01 How do children acquire language? How does real life
language acquisition differ from results found in controlled environments? And how is modern life
challenging established theories? Going far beyond laboratory experiments, the International
Handbook of Language Acquisition examines a wide range of topics surrounding language
development to shed light on how children acquire language in the real world. The foremost experts



in the field cover a variety of issues, from the underlying cognitive processes and role of language
input to development of key language dimensions as well as both typical and atypical language
development. Horst and Torkildsen balance a theoretical foundation with data acquired from applied
settings to offer a truly comprehensive reference book with an international outlook. The
International Handbook of Language Acquisition is essential reading for graduate students and
researchers in language acquisition across developmental psychology, developmental
neuropsychology, linguistics, early childhood education, and communication disorders.
  how to acquire a language: The Comparative Method of Language Acquisition Research
Clifton Pye, 2017-11-10 The Mayan family of languages is ancient and unique. With their distinctive
relational nouns, positionals, and complex grammatical voices, they are quite alien to English and
have never been shown to be genetically related to other New World tongues. These qualities,
Clifton Pye shows, afford a particular opportunity for linguistic insight. Both an overview of lessons
Pye has gleaned from more than thirty years of studying how children learn Mayan languages as
well as a strong case for a novel method of researching crosslinguistic language acquisition more
broadly, this book demonstrates the value of a close, granular analysis of a small language lineage
for untangling the complexities of first language acquisition. Pye here applies the comparative
method to three Mayan languages—K’iche’, Mam, and Ch’ol—showing how differences in the use of
verbs are connected to differences in the subject markers and pronouns used by children and adults.
His holistic approach allows him to observe how small differences between the languages lead to
significant differences in the structure of the children’s lexicon and grammar, and to learn why that
is so. More than this, he expects that such careful scrutiny of related languages’ variable solutions to
specific problems will yield new insights into how children acquire complex grammars. Studying
such an array of related languages, he argues, is a necessary condition for understanding how any
particular language is used; studying languages in isolation, comparing them only to one’s native
tongue, is merely collecting linguistic curiosities.
  how to acquire a language: Language Acquisition Susan Foster-Cohen, 2009-07-16 This
book provides a snapshot of the field of language acquisition at the beginning of the 21st Century. It
represents the multiplicity of approaches that characterize the field and provides a review of current
topics and debates, as well as addressing some of the connections between sub-fields and possible
future directions for research.
  how to acquire a language: An Introduction to Language and Linguistics Ralph Fasold,
Jeffrey Connor-Linton, 2006-03-09 This accessible textbook offers balanced and uniformly excellent
coverage of modern linguistics.
  how to acquire a language: How Children Learn Language William O'Grady, 2005-01-06
Adults tend to take language for granted - until they have to learn a new one. Then they realize how
difficult it is to get the pronunciation right, to acquire the meaning of thousands of new words, and
to learn how those words are put together to form sentences. Children, however, have mastered
language before they can tie their shoes. In this engaging and accessible book, William O'Grady
explains how this happens, discussing how children learn to produce and distinguish among sounds,
their acquisition of words and meanings, and their mastery of the rules for building sentences. How
Children Learn Language provides readers with a highly readable overview not only of the language
acquisition process itself, but also of the ingenious experiments and techniques that researchers use
to investigate his mysterious phenomenon. It will be of great interest to anyone - parent or student -
wishing to find out how children acquire language.
  how to acquire a language: The French Language Richard S. Rosenthal, 1893
  how to acquire a language: Language Acquisition Paul Ibbotson, 2022-06-29 Language
Acquisition: The Basics is an accessible introduction to the must-know issues in child language
development. Covering key topics drawn from contemporary psychology, linguistics and
neuroscience, readers are introduced to fundamental concepts, methods, controversies, and
discoveries. It follows the remarkable journey children take; from becoming sensitive to language
before birth, to the time they string their first words together; from when they use language



playfully, to when they tell stories, hold conversations, and share complex ideas. Using examples
from 73 different languages, Ibbotson sets this development in a diverse cross-cultural context, as
well as describing the universal psychological foundations that allow language to happen. This book,
which includes further reading suggestions in each chapter and a glossary of key terms, is the
perfect easy-to-understand introductory text for students, teachers, clinicians or anyone with an
interest in language development. Drawing together the latest research on typical, atypical and
multilingual development, it is the concise beginner's guide to the field.
  how to acquire a language: Human Language Peter Hagoort, 2019-10-29 A unique overview
of the human language faculty at all levels of organization. Language is not only one of the most
complex cognitive functions that we command, it is also the aspect of the mind that makes us
uniquely human. Research suggests that the human brain exhibits a language readiness not found in
the brains of other species. This volume brings together contributions from a range of fields to
examine humans' language capacity from multiple perspectives, analyzing it at genetic,
neurobiological, psychological, and linguistic levels. In recent decades, advances in computational
modeling, neuroimaging, and genetic sequencing have made possible new approaches to the study
of language, and the contributors draw on these developments. The book examines cognitive
architectures, investigating the functional organization of the major language skills; learning and
development trajectories, summarizing the current understanding of the steps and neurocognitive
mechanisms in language processing; evolutionary and other preconditions for communication by
means of natural language; computational tools for modeling language; cognitive neuroscientific
methods that allow observations of the human brain in action, including fMRI, EEG/MEG, and
others; the neural infrastructure of language capacity; the genome's role in building and maintaining
the language-ready brain; and insights from studying such language-relevant behaviors in nonhuman
animals as birdsong and primate vocalization. Section editors Christian F. Beckmann, Carel ten
Cate, Simon E. Fisher, Peter Hagoort, Evan Kidd, Stephen C. Levinson, James M. McQueen, Antje S.
Meyer, David Poeppel, Caroline F. Rowland, Constance Scharff, Ivan Toni, Willem Zuidema
  how to acquire a language: Trends in Bilingual Acquisition Jasone Cenoz, Fred Genesee,
2001-01-01 The chapters in this volume provide the first comprehensive overview of trends in
research on early phonological, lexical, syntactic and pragmatic development in children acquiring
two (or more) languages simultaneously. Ongoing as well as emerging issues are examined and
discussed by leading researchers in the field. Collectively, these studies extend our knowledge of
bilingual acquisition and broaden our understanding of the child's ability to acquire and use
language. This volume is of interest to researchers working on language acquisition by monolingual
and bilingual children, graduate students of psychology, linguistics and communication sciences,
and researchers and professionals concerned with the diagnosis and treatment of bilingual children
with language impairment.
  how to acquire a language: First Language Acquisition Eve V. Clark, 2016-03-17 Fully
updated throughout, this new edition provides a comprehensive exploration of how children acquire
a first language effectively.
  how to acquire a language: Key Questions in Second Language Acquisition Bill
VanPatten, Megan Smith, Alessandro G. Benati, 2020 An introduction to the key questions that drive
the field of L2 acquisition research, including its historical foundations.
  how to acquire a language: The Finnish Language in the Digital Age Georg Rehm, Hans
Uszkoreit, 2012-07-13 This white paper is part of a series that promotes knowledge about language
technology and its potential. It addresses educators, journalists, politicians, language communities
and others. The availability and use of language technology in Europe varies between languages.
Consequently, the actions that are required to further support research and development of
language technologies also differ for each language. The required actions depend on many factors,
such as the complexity of a given language and the size of its community. META-NET, a Network of
Excellence funded by the European Commission, has conducted an analysis of current language
resources and technologies. This analysis focused on the 23 official European languages as well as



other important national and regional languages in Europe. The results of this analysis suggest that
there are many significant research gaps for each language. A more detailed expert analysis and
assessment of the current situation will help maximise the impact of additional research and
minimize any risks. META-NET consists of 54 research centres from 33 countries that are working
with stakeholders from commercial businesses, government agencies, industry, research
organisations, software companies, technology providers and European universities. Together, they
are creating a common technology vision while developing a strategic research agenda that shows
how language technology applications can address any research gaps by 2020.
  how to acquire a language: Studying the Major Subjects Claude C. Crawford, 1930
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