
house made of dawn summary
house made of dawn summary provides a detailed exploration of N. Scott
Momaday’s groundbreaking novel, which is celebrated for its profound themes
and cultural significance. This article delves into the novel’s plot,
characters, themes, and historical context, offering a comprehensive
understanding of the story’s depth. House Made of Dawn, published in 1968, is
a seminal work in Native American literature and won the Pulitzer Prize for
Fiction in 1969. The narrative follows the life of Abel, a young Native
American man struggling to reconcile his heritage with the modern world after
returning from World War II. This summary will also examine the novel’s
symbolism, narrative style, and its impact on literature and cultural
identity. The following sections will provide a structured overview for
readers seeking an authoritative and in-depth house made of dawn summary.

Plot Overview

Main Characters

Themes and Symbolism

Narrative Style and Structure

Historical and Cultural Context

Literary Significance and Impact

Plot Overview
The house made of dawn summary begins with Abel, a young Native American man
from the Kiowa tribe, returning to his reservation in New Mexico after
serving in World War II. The story portrays his difficulty in adjusting to
civilian life and the cultural dissonance he experiences. Abel’s journey is
marked by his struggle to reconnect with his roots and the traditional ways
of his people, which have been disrupted by the influence of modern society.
The narrative unfolds through Abel’s interactions with his community, his
inner turmoil, and his eventual quest for spiritual and cultural healing.

Return from War and Alienation
Abel’s return from the war is marred by physical and psychological wounds. He
suffers from post-traumatic stress and feels estranged from both his Native
culture and the American society. His alienation is a central element in the
house made of dawn summary, highlighting the broader issues faced by Native



American veterans. Abel’s disconnection is symbolized by his inability to
communicate effectively with his family and neighbors, and his erratic
behavior upon returning home.

Journey Towards Healing
Throughout the novel, Abel embarks on a path toward healing that involves
reconnecting with traditional rituals and the natural world. His journey
includes a pilgrimage to the mountains, where he participates in ceremonies
that help restore his identity and spiritual balance. This process
underscores the novel’s theme of cultural revival and the importance of
heritage in overcoming trauma.

Main Characters
The characters in House Made of Dawn are integral to understanding the
story’s themes and cultural context. Each character represents different
aspects of Native American life and the conflicts arising from cultural
assimilation and identity loss.

Abel
Abel is the protagonist, a young Kiowa man whose experiences reflect the
struggles of many Native Americans in the mid-20th century. His character
embodies themes of displacement, identity crisis, and the quest for cultural
reconnection. Abel’s development from a troubled and alienated individual to
one who embraces his heritage is central to the house made of dawn summary.

Francisco
Francisco is Abel’s grandfather and a respected elder who embodies
traditional knowledge and wisdom. He serves as a guide and spiritual anchor
for Abel, helping him understand the significance of their cultural
practices. Francisco’s role highlights the importance of intergenerational
transmission of values in Native communities.

Other Supporting Characters

Benally — a friend of Abel who represents the crossroads between Native
traditions and modern influences.

Margaret — a woman who provides a connection to the outside world and
symbolizes the complexities of cross-cultural relationships.



Reyes — a figure involved in the darker aspects of reservation life,
illustrating the internal conflicts within the community.

Themes and Symbolism
The house made of dawn summary must address the novel’s rich thematic content
and symbolic elements, which contribute to its literary depth and cultural
resonance.

Identity and Cultural Displacement
A predominant theme in the novel is the struggle for identity in the face of
cultural displacement. Abel’s alienation from both his Native culture and
mainstream American society reflects the broader experience of Native
Americans grappling with assimilation and loss of heritage. The novel
explores how cultural dislocation leads to psychological and social
challenges.

Nature and Spirituality
Nature plays a crucial symbolic role, representing the source of spiritual
renewal and cultural grounding. The landscapes of New Mexico, the mountains,
and the natural elements are intertwined with the characters’ spiritual
journeys. Traditional ceremonies and rituals depicted in the novel underscore
the connection between the natural world and Native spirituality.

Violence and Healing
Violence, both physical and psychological, permeates the narrative,
reflecting the trauma experienced by Abel and his community. The process of
healing is portrayed through traditional practices and the reclamation of
cultural identity, emphasizing resilience and restoration.

Narrative Style and Structure
The narrative style of House Made of Dawn is distinctive for its poetic prose
and non-linear structure, which enhances the thematic depth and emotional
impact of the story.



Non-Linear Narrative
The novel employs a fragmented, non-linear timeline that mirrors Abel’s
fractured mental state and the complexity of his experiences. This structure
challenges readers to piece together the narrative, reflecting the process of
cultural and personal reconstruction central to the house made of dawn
summary.

Use of Symbolism and Imagery
Momaday’s prose is rich with symbolism and vivid imagery, evoking the natural
environment and the spiritual dimensions of Native life. The narrative shifts
between different perspectives and incorporates elements of oral tradition,
enhancing the authenticity and depth of the storytelling.

Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical and cultural background is essential to fully
appreciating the house made of dawn summary and its significance.

Post-World War II Native American Experience
The novel is set during the post-World War II era, a time when many Native
Americans returned from military service to reservations facing social and
economic challenges. The story captures the tensions between traditional ways
and the pressures of modernization, assimilation policies, and cultural
erosion.

Kiowa and Pueblo Cultural Influences
Momaday draws on the traditions and beliefs of the Kiowa and Pueblo peoples,
incorporating authentic cultural practices and spiritual perspectives. This
grounding in specific tribal cultures enriches the narrative and provides
insight into Native American worldviews.

Literary Significance and Impact
House Made of Dawn holds a prominent place in American literature for its
pioneering role in Native American storytelling and its critical acclaim.



Pulitzer Prize Recognition
The novel’s receipt of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1969 marked a
milestone as the first work by a Native American author to win the award.
This recognition highlighted the importance of indigenous narratives in
mainstream literature and increased awareness of Native American issues.

Influence on Native American Literature
House Made of Dawn inspired a generation of Native American writers and
contributed to the emergence of a distinct Native literary tradition. Its
themes of cultural survival, identity, and spirituality continue to resonate
in contemporary literature and academic studies.

Critical Reception and Legacy
Critics have praised the novel for its lyrical style, complex characters, and
profound exploration of cultural themes. It remains a foundational text in
understanding Native American identity and literature, studied widely in
educational and literary contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'House Made of Dawn'?
The main theme of 'House Made of Dawn' is the struggle of Native Americans to
reconcile their traditional heritage with the modern world, exploring
identity, cultural conflict, and healing.

Who is the protagonist of 'House Made of Dawn' and
what challenges does he face?
The protagonist is Abel, a young Native American man who faces challenges
such as trauma from war, cultural dislocation, and a search for identity and
belonging.

Can you summarize the plot of 'House Made of Dawn'?
'House Made of Dawn' follows Abel, a Native American returning from World War
II, as he struggles to reintegrate into his community while dealing with
personal and cultural conflicts, leading to a journey of self-discovery and
healing.



How does 'House Made of Dawn' portray Native
American culture?
The novel portrays Native American culture with deep respect, highlighting
traditional ceremonies, spiritual beliefs, and the importance of community,
while also examining the impact of colonization and modernity.

What role does nature play in 'House Made of Dawn'?
Nature is a vital element in the novel, symbolizing both the spiritual world
and cultural roots, serving as a source of healing and connection for the
protagonist.

Why is 'House Made of Dawn' considered a significant
work in Native American literature?
'House Made of Dawn' is significant because it was one of the first major
novels by a Native American author to gain national recognition, bringing
Native American experiences and perspectives to a wider audience.

What is the ending of 'House Made of Dawn' about?
The ending of 'House Made of Dawn' is both tragic and hopeful, depicting
Abel's ultimate reconciliation with his heritage and identity, despite the
personal losses he endures.

Additional Resources
1. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven
This collection of interconnected short stories by Sherman Alexie delves into
the contemporary lives of Native Americans, exploring themes of identity,
cultural conflict, and resilience. Much like *House Made of Dawn*, the
stories portray the struggles of Native individuals caught between tradition
and modernity. Alexie's vivid storytelling combines humor and tragedy to
highlight the complexities of Native American existence in the modern world.

2. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
Also by Sherman Alexie, this semi-autobiographical novel tells the story of
Junior, a young Native American boy who leaves his reservation school to
attend an all-white high school. The book explores themes of cultural
identity, poverty, and the pursuit of dreams against the odds. Its honest and
poignant narrative complements the themes found in *House Made of Dawn*.

3. Ceremony
Written by Leslie Marmon Silko, this novel follows a Native American World
War II veteran as he returns home to heal from the trauma of war. The story
weaves traditional Laguna Pueblo stories and ceremonies into the
protagonist’s journey toward spiritual and psychological restoration. Like



*House Made of Dawn*, it addresses the challenges of cultural dislocation and
healing.

4. Winter in the Blood
James Welch’s novel centers on a young Native American man struggling with
his identity and sense of belonging in a modern world that often marginalizes
his culture. The narrative’s introspective and lyrical style echoes the
themes of alienation and cultural conflict present in *House Made of Dawn*.
It offers a powerful exploration of personal and cultural loss.

5. Shadow Country
Written by Peter Matthiessen, this historical novel explores the life of the
legendary outlaw Billy the Kid through a Native American lens. It examines
themes of violence, survival, and cultural clash in the American West,
resonating with the exploration of Native American experience in *House Made
of Dawn*. The novel blends history and myth to reveal the complexities of
identity.

6. Tracks
By Louise Erdrich, *Tracks* is a sweeping novel about Native American life on
a North Dakota reservation during the early 20th century. It portrays the
struggle between preserving traditional ways and adapting to the encroaching
influences of white society. The rich character development and cultural
insights provide a narrative complementary to *House Made of Dawn*.

7. Love Medicine
Another work by Louise Erdrich, this novel is a family saga that spans
several generations of Native Americans living on a reservation. It explores
themes of love, loss, and cultural heritage with interwoven stories that
reveal the complexity of Native identity. Its layered storytelling style
parallels the narrative depth found in *House Made of Dawn*.

8. Indian Killer
Written by Sherman Alexie, this thriller delves into the effects of violence
and cultural trauma within Native American communities in Seattle. The novel
confronts themes of identity, racism, and vengeance, reflecting the darker
aspects of Native American life explored in *House Made of Dawn*. Alexie’s
sharp prose challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths.

9. Fools Crow
By James Welch, this historical novel depicts the life of a Blackfeet warrior
in the late 19th century as his tribe faces encroachment by white settlers.
The story vividly portrays Native American spirituality, culture, and
resistance, echoing the themes of cultural preservation and loss found in
*House Made of Dawn*. Its immersive narrative offers profound insights into
Native American history.
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  house made of dawn summary: House Made of Dawn [50th Anniversary Ed] N. Scott
Momaday, 2018-12-18 “Both a masterpiece about the universal human condition and a masterpiece
of Native American literature. . . . A book everyone should read for the joy and emotion of the
language it contains.” — The Paris Review A special 50th anniversary edition of the magnificent
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel from renowned Kiowa writer and poet N. Scott Momaday, with a new
preface by the author A young Native American, Abel has come home from war to find himself
caught between two worlds. The first is the world of his father’s, wedding him to the rhythm of the
seasons, the harsh beauty of the land, and the ancient rites and traditions of his people. But the
other world—modern, industrial America—pulls at Abel, demanding his loyalty, trying to claim his
soul, and goading him into a destructive, compulsive cycle of depravity and disgust. An American
classic, House Made of Dawn is at once a tragic tale about the disabling effects of war and cultural
separation, and a hopeful story of a stranger in his native land, finding his way back to all that is
familiar and sacred.
  house made of dawn summary: House Made of Dawn (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 House Made of Dawn (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by N. Scott Momaday
Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster.Geared to what today's students
need to know, SparkNotes provides:chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs,
and symbols a review quiz and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for
late-night studying and writing papers.
  house made of dawn summary: CliffsNotes on Momaday's House Made of Dawn H Jaskoski,
1999-03-03 This CliffsNotes guide includes everything you’ve come to expect from the trusted
experts at CliffsNotes, including analysis of the most widely read literary works.
  house made of dawn summary: A Study Guide for N. Scott Momaday's "House Made of Dawn"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for N. Scott Momaday's House Made of Dawn,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
  house made of dawn summary: Landscape and mythology in M. Scott Momady ́s 'House Made
of Dawn' Lisa Giesecke, 2007-07-23 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, University of Siegen, language: English, abstract: In 1969 the rather
unknown Native American author N. Scott Momaday won the Pulitzer Price for fiction with his first
novel House Made of Dawn. Until that time Native American fiction was quite unpopular; but
Momaday’s’ novel certainly evoked the interest of the western audience. He was able to explore
many important issues and conflicts the Native American community had to face in the twentieth
century and – what was even more important – developed a narrative strategy to convey these issues
to a bigger and, above all, multicultural audience. As Momaday covers so many themes in his novel, I
decided to focus on the role of the landscape with its mythology and its powers. As it shows, the
landscape plays an important role in this novel as well as in Native American beliefs.
  house made of dawn summary: House Made of Dawn N. SCOTT. MOMADAY, 2020-08-06 The
Pulitzer Prize-winning masterpiece set against the landscape of the American Southwest. 'Superb'
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New York Times A young Native American, Abel has come home to New Mexico from war to find
himself caught between two worlds. The first is the world of his grandfather's, wedding him to the
rhythm of the seasons, the harsh beauty of the land, and the ancient rites and traditions of his
people. But the other world - modern, industrial America - pulls at Abel, demanding his loyalty,
claiming his soul, and goading him into a destructive, compulsive cycle of depravity and despair. An
American classic, House Made of Dawn is simultaneously a tragic and hopeful tale about a stranger
in his native land, finding his way back to all that is familiar and sacred.
  house made of dawn summary: Native American Writers Steven Otfinoski, 2010 Summarizes,
analyzes, and explores the themes of the major works of notable Native American authors, and
presents short biographies about them.
  house made of dawn summary: The Remembered Earth Gary Hobson, 1981-04 This broad
survey of Native American writing today is incisive, reflective, moving, and provocative in its variety.
  house made of dawn summary: Writer's Workshop in a Book Alan Cheuse, Lisa Alvarez,
2007-06-07 Since 1969, the prestigious Squaw Valley Community of Writers has helped develop the
craft of many who are now household names. Such noted authors as Michael Chabon, Anne Lamott,
and Amy Tan have distilled their advice and wisdom from seminars and lectures, and the result is a
book that captures the workshop experience of complete submersion in the writing process.
  house made of dawn summary: Tilt Brian C. Nixon, 2020-05-19 In Tilt: Finding Christ in
Culture, Brian Nixon takes the reader on a voyage of discovery, traveling the currents of God’s
presence in culture, summed up in four streams that define a noun: people, places, things, and ideas.
In his journey, Nixon touches upon people as diverse as Andy Warhol, Cormac McCarthy, Robert
Redford, and Georgia O’Keeffe; places such as Canterbury, England, and Las Vegas, Nevada; things
as unique as typewriters, trains, and abstract art; and ideas as fascinating as mathematics and
beauty. In these short impressionistic pieces, Nixon, with the curiosity of a journalist, elicits
intelligent discussion and poetic articulations, prompting a head tilt from those who join him on a
theo-cultural expedition.
  house made of dawn summary: Complete Historical Handbook of the Pulitzer Prize System
1917-2000 Heinz-D Fischer, Erika J. Fischer, 2011-05-09 The School of Journalism at Columbia
University has awarded the Pulitzer Prize since 1917. Nowadays there are prizes in 21 categories
from the fields of journalism, literature and music. The Pulitzer Prize Archive presents the history of
this award from its beginnings to the present: In parts A to E the awarding of the prize in each
category is documented, commented and arranged chronologically. Part F covers the history of the
prize biographically and bibliographically. Part G provides the background to the decisions.
  house made of dawn summary: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys
American literature from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of
American works and authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful
and engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of
American literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary
American Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary
movements and genres through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political
contexts that have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are
emblematic of the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented,
such as the Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native
American literature, African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the
diversity of American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material
provides indispensable information for student research.
  house made of dawn summary: Native Americans in the Movies Michael Hilger,
2015-10-16 Since the early days of the silent era, Native Americans have been captured on film,
often in unflattering ways. Over the decades, some filmmakers have tried to portray the Native



American on screen with more balanced interpretations—to varying degrees of success. More recent
films such as The New World, Flags of Our Fathers, and Frozen River have offered depictions of both
historical and contemporary Native Americans, providing viewers with a range of representations. In
Native Americans in the Movies: Portrayals from Silent Films to the Present, Michael Hilger surveys
more than a century of cinema. Drawing upon his previous work, From Savage to Nobleman, Hilger
presents a thorough revision of the earlier volume. The introductory material has not only been
revised with updated information and examples but also adds discussions of representative films
produced since the mid-1990s. Now organized alphabetically, the entries on individual films cover all
relevant works made over the past century, and each entry contains much more information than
those in the earlier book. Details include film summarynation representedimage portrayalproduction
detailsDVD availability Many of the entries also contain comments from film critics to indicate how
the movies were regarded at the time of their theatrical release. Supplemented by appendixes of
image portrayals, representations of nations, and a list of made-for-television movies, this
volumeoffers readers a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of hundreds of films in which Native
American characters have appeared on the big screen. As such, Native Americans in the Movies will
appeal not only to scholars of media, ethnic studies, and history but also to anyone interested in the
portrayal of Native Americans in cinema.
  house made of dawn summary: Chronicle of the Pulitzer Prizes for Fiction Heinz-D. Fischer,
Erika J. Fischer, 2012-02-14 The School of Journalism at Columbia University has awarded the
Pulitzer Prize since 1917. Nowadays there are prizes in 21 categories from the fields of journalism,
literature and music. The Pulitzer Prize Archive presentsthe history of this award from its
beginnings to the present: In parts A toE the awarding oftheprize in each category is documented,
commented and arranged chronologically. Part F covers the history of the prize biographically and
bibliographically. Part G provides the background to thedecisions.
  house made of dawn summary: Imagic Moments Lee Schweninger, 2013-05-01 In Indigenous
North American film Native Americans tell their own stories and thereby challenge a range of
political and historical contradictions, including egregious misrepresentations by Hollywood.
Although Indians in film have long been studied, especially as characters in Hollywood westerns,
Indian film itself has received relatively little scholarly attention. In Imagic Moments Lee
Schweninger offers a much-needed corrective, examining films in which the major inspiration, the
source material, and the acting are essentially Native. Schweninger looks at a selection of mostly
narrative fiction films from the United States and Canada and places them in historical and generic
contexts. Exploring films such as Powwow Highway, Smoke Signals, and Skins, he argues that in and
of themselves these films constitute and in fact emphatically demonstrate forms of resistance and
stories of survival as they talk back to Hollywood. Self-representation itself can be seen as a valid
form of resistance and as an aspect of a cinema of sovereignty in which the Indigenous peoples
represented are the same people who engage in the filming and who control the camera. Despite
their low budgets and often nonprofessional acting, Indigenous films succeed in being all the more
engaging in their own right and are indicative of the complexity, vibrancy, and survival of myriad
contemporary Native cultures.
  house made of dawn summary: Inscribing Sovereignties Phillip H. Round, 2024-10-08
Before European settlers arrived in North America, more than 300 distinct languages were being
spoken among the continent's Indigenous peoples. But the Euro-American emphasis on alphabetic
literacy has historically hidden the power and influence of Indigenous verbal and nonverbal
language diversity on encounters between Indigenous North Americans and settlers. In this
pathbreaking work, Phillip H. Round reveals how Native North Americans sparked a
communications revolution in their adaptation and resistance to settlers' modes of speaking and
writing. Round especially focuses on communication through inscription—the physical act of making
a mark, the tools involved, and the social and cultural processes that render the mark legible. Using
methods from history, literary studies, media studies, linguistics, and material culture studies,
Round shows how Indigenous graphic practices embodied Native epistemologies while fostering



linguistic innovation. Round's broad theory of graphogenesis—creating meaningful
inscription—leads to new insights for both the past and present of Indigenous expression in a range
of forms. Readers will find powerful new insights into Indigenous languages and linguistic practices,
with important implications not just for scholars but for those working to support ongoing Native
American self-determination.
  house made of dawn summary: The Stepmother Tongue John Skinner, 1998-09-18 There are
numerous twentieth century writers in English who are not technically native speakers of the
language, and whose relation to it is ambivalent, problematic or even hostile: by a simple kinship
analogy one may often speak of the 'stepmother tongue'. Whilst fully aware of the current debates in
postcolonial theory, John Skinner is also conscious of its sometimes unhelpful complexities and
contradictions. The focus of this study is thus firmly on the fictional practice of the writers
discussed. He offers the reader an insight into the diversity and rewards of contemporary
anglophone fiction, whilst analysing some eighty individual texts. A uniquely comprehensive guide,
the book will be welcomed by students and teachers of postcolonial literature.
  house made of dawn summary: Native American Rhetoric Lawrence W. Gross, 2021-12-15
Native American Rhetoric is the first book to explore rhetorical traditions from within individual
Native communities and Native languages. The essays set a new standard for how rhetoric is talked
about, written about, and taught. The contributors argue that Native rhetorical practices have their
own interior logic, which is grounded in the morality and religion of their given traditions. Once we
understand the ways in which Native rhetorical practices are rooted in culture and tradition, the
phenomenological expression of the speech patterns becomes clear. The value of Native
communities and their languages is underlined throughout the essays. Lawrence W. Gross and the
contributors successfully represent several, but not all, Native communities across the United States
and Mexico, including the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe, Choctaw, Nahua, Chickasaw and Chicana,
Tohono O'odham, Navajo, Apache, Hupa, Lower Coast Salish, Koyukon, Tlingit, and Nez Perce.
Native American Rhetoric will be an essential resource for continued discussions of Native American
rhetorical practices in and beyond the discipline of rhetoric.
  house made of dawn summary: Book Review Digest , 1927
  house made of dawn summary: The Columbia History of the American Novel Emory Elliott,
1991 Designed as a companion to The Columbia Literary History of the United States, this
compilation of 31 major essays covers the American novel from the 1700s to the present, although
the majority deal with the 20th century. Within each era, themes, genres, and topics such as realism,
gender, romance, and technology are discussed in depth, as well as modern Canadian, Caribbean,
and Latin American fiction. Each essayist selects only the authors who best illustrate the topic, thus
subtly skewing the view of the literary scene at that time. The volume also covers women, minorities,
popular fiction, and the book marketplace. ISBN 0-231-07360-7: $59.95.
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